
# Question Response 

1 

What is being done at the college/university level to ensure educators 
are coming out prepared to ""teach literacy""  especially for those 
readers with disabilities or readers with real struggles reading? 

IDA's accreditation process is a step in the right direction. Many institutions, and 
their faculties, just do not want to change and remain insulated in a world that is 
disconnected from scientific research. Advocates, through Decoding Dyslexia and 
other organizations, have successfully put pressure on some states (Oregon, New 
Jersey, Ohio, and others)to adopt rules or guidelines for educating dyslexic 
students. The Standards have come into play in those discussions at the state level, 
but each state is different.  

2 

If language knowledge is so important, are there things happening to 
try to encourage SLPs in schools to become more involved in 
identifying and supporting children with dyslexia? 

Yes, as far as I know, the American Speech Hearing and Language Association 
disseminates information and training on reading disabilities and encourages 
schools to use SLPs as collaborators in assessment and instruction -- especially for 
preventive intervention in K. 

3 

If instruction for teaching reading in teacher ed programs is so poor at 
this point, what are the statistics for students who are bilingual? If 
teachers are unaware of the underpinnings of language, how can they 
possibly explain it to others? Why, then are some states waiving 
requirements for teachers regarding reading courses to fill positions 
when content areas are embedded with academic language, which is 
quite different from general discourse? 

Great point -- teachers cannot teach what they themselves do not know. States 
should maintain rigorous requirements for teachers to know how to explain English 
language form and use at all levels, with an emphasis on academic language 
structure and meaning. That is more important than having a teacher who speaks 
the student's first language.  

4 

Do you use the term structured literacy when talking w/ educators 
and decision makers or do you prefer other terms? 
 
If other terms are preferred, which ones and why? 

I often use the term "Structured language and literacy" but have accepted the 
decision of the IDA Board to use the umbrella term "Structured Literacy" for 
programs that teach language in a systematic, explicit, cumulative, multi-sensory 
manner. I do not use the term "multisensory" as the lead descriptor because that 
aspect of instruction has the least research support and because the "structured 
language" part is the most important distinguishing characteristic of instruction. 



5 

What suggestions would you have for discussing this with an ESL 
teacher that has strong philosophical beliefs strongly against teaching 
phonics to our ESL population? (who claims to back her beliefs with 
‘research’) 

She needs to read the major research consensus report by August and Shanahan 
summarizing the findings of the National Literacy Panel on Language Minority 
Children and Youth, and follow-up papers by Dianne August. Other respected 
researchers are Scott Baker, Russell Gersten, Nonie Lesaux, and  Pat Vadasy, all of 
whom present evidence that ESL students need to be taught all the components of 
a comprehensive approach, including phonological awareness and phonics. 

6 

Do you have a list of recommended journals and/or books where we 
can learn more about the topics presented today? 

 The literature is voluminous. The reference list included with the IDA Standards is a 
good place to start. Also, Malt Joshi's book, Becoming a Professional Reading 
Teacher. My books are Speech to Print: Language Essentials for Teachers, and the  
LETRS series published by Voyager Sopris. 

7 

what do you think about the orton gilingham method? O-G training equips the clinician or intervention teacher with a detailed set of 
procedures for teaching dyslexic students how to decode, spell, read, and write. Its 
track record of results in schools and clinics who serve the most severe cases is 
responsible for its longevity and reputation, although objective research reports 
often decry the lack of third-party evidence to support the claims of the O-G 
Academy that O-G is the "gold standard" intervention.  Sometimes O-G derivatives 
are overly rigid and often I wish that O-G practitioners got a better grounding in 
phonology, phonological processing, and language processing. I also wish that O-G 
training were coupled more regularly with a broader education in the psychology of 
reading and the science of reading. O-G is not the only approach with strong 
research support but if I had a dyslexic child, I would be happy if an O-G trained 
individual could do the instruction. 

8 

awesome thanks! I am enjoying this so much. Is there any 
presentation such as this related to dyscalculia. My son struggles in a 
huge way with Math. I am searching for an adequate tutor but would 
like a bit more information on this area 

Math is not my area of expertise and I have little to offer you other than to refer 
you to a wonderful fact sheet written for IDA by Dr. Michele Mazzacco. 

9 

I took the exam and passed!  Submitted application and waiting for it 
to be approved.  It is wonderful and I am so excited about what IDA is 
doing! 

Bravo. 



 

10 

There will be an article on IDA certification written by Suzanne 
Carreker and Elsa Cardenas-Hagan appearing in the Examiner that 
should come out this week or early next week. It focuses on Tier 3-
levels I and II. 

Thanks for the information. 

11 

who was involved in the creation of the CERI test?  Did Dr. Moats help 
to create it or review it? 

I was not involved in the creation of the CERI exam, but some of my closest and 
trusted colleagues were on the item development committee. I know that the test 
was developed according to the most rigorous criteria for text construction. 

12 

Can you speak about the practicum that will be required for 
certification of therapists/clinicians? 

The required practicum for therapists and clinicians is being designed by a 
committee that I have not served on. They will be sharing that information shortly. 

13 
Congratulations on the standards and thank you for an excellent 
webinar. 

Thank you. 

14 Thank you for the information.   


