
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please Save the Date!  

 

Newcomer Classes 
Pastor Susan Phillips is offering a Newcomers Class 

on Sunday mornings September 15 and 22  at 9:00 in the 

Cook/Diller Lounge. Please attend as many as bless you. 

Such a class is for visitors, regular attenders, new members 

or any who might be interested. This is an opportunity to 

learn more about this congregation, the Presbyterian Church 

(USA), and how you might discover new connections with 

God and God’s people.  
 
Hosta Plant Sale 
The Holy Clipper Garden Committee is making some 

changes to the garden in the near future. We are giving you a 

chance to dig a plant from the church garden for your 

garden. This is the season to transplant the hosta, so we are 

having our sale now. September 13th through 21st. 

Digging anytime that fits your schedule that week. Bring 

your gloves, shovels, buckets or containers to take your 

plants home in. We ask that you fill in your holes the best 

that you can after digging. A donation is requested for each 

plant that you take home. Donations to the Holy Clipper 

Garden Committee will help pay for the future replanting  

of the garden, when the repairs and construction  

of the church is finished. Please mark your check  

or envelope for the Holy Clippers Garden Fund. The Holy 

Clippers Garden Committee thanks you for  your support. 
 
Save the Date!  
Mark your calendars for this years All Church Retreat on 

October 19
th
 from 9-2:30. 

 
Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 
If you or someone you know is in an emergency, call The 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at  

800-273-TALK (8255) or call 911 immediately. 

For more information: www.nami.org 
 
Center for Health and Housing Plans 
For the latest information on the proposal for a Center that 

coordinates physical health, mental health, detox services 

and crisis shelter, plus permanent supportive housing, 

visit https://www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org/ 

This proposal would benefit our whole community by filling 

gaps in current service and directly addressing both causes 

and effects of homelessness. The Springfield City Council is 

scheduled to vote on this proposal September 17th. 
 
Homeless Myths and Facts 
MYTH: People who are homeless are violent, dangerous, 

and law-breakers.  

FACT:  People who are homeless are far more likely to be 

the victim of a crime than to be a perpetrator.  

A person who is homeless is no more likely to be a criminal 

than a housed person, with one legal exception: camping 

ordinances. A person who is homeless is less likely to 

perpetrate a violent crime than a housed person, and is in fact 

more likely to be the victim of a violent crime, especially if 

they are a homeless woman, teen, or child. In Springfield, 

Helping Hands and the Winter Warming Center regularly 

help people who have been physically assaulted or the victim 

of theft at the hands of a housed person.   
 
MYTH: People who are homeless aren’t trying hard enough 

to get a job or find a place to live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACT:  People who are homeless often are working and/or 

have significant barriers to find housing.  

35% of clients staying in the Helping Hands shelter have a 

steady job. The amount of people working increases during 

the summer because of seasonal outdoor work available. 

Many people who are homeless, particularly those who are 

unsheltered, have physical or behavioral health disabilities 

that prohibit them from working.  
 
Housing availability and affordability are barriers, 

particularly for people who do not earn a lot of money. If a 

homeless person is fortunate to have a job, it is hard to 

maintain employment when you don’t have a place to bathe, 

prepare meals or electricity to set an alarm. Even with a job, 

there is no state in the U.S. where a minimum wage worker 

working full time can afford a one-bedroom apartment at the 

fair market rent.  
 
MYTH: People who are homeless are addicts and choose to 

be on the street instead of get a job.  

FACT: The trauma of homelessness often contributes to 

addiction; not the other way around.  

Roughly 32% of individuals experiencing homelessness 

suffer from addiction to drugs and alcohol—a figure 

approximately 20% higher than reported abuse of alcohol 

and illicit drugs by the general population. Homelessness, 

which is usually accompanied by loss of income, isolation, 

and loss of self-worth, drives people to substance abuse. It is 

often mistakenly assumed that alcoholics and drug users lack 

moral principles or willpower and that they could stop using 

drugs simply by choosing to change their behavior. 

Recovering from addiction is difficult for housed people; it 

is even more difficult for people experiencing the additional 

trauma of homelessness.  
 
MYTH: Providing services to homeless people only attracts 

more homeless.  

FACT: Most people who are homeless stay in the city where 

they became homeless.  

A recent national study found that 75% of homeless people 

are still living in the city which they became homeless. 

While some people experiencing homelessness move to find 

jobs and housing, many are unable to move because of 

physical or behavioral health disabilities, because of 

financial hardships like foreclosure or job loss that may have 

led to homelessness, or because they simply do not want to 

leave a community where they have established meaningful 

roots. People experiencing homelessness who do move to 

new areas do so because they are searching for work, have 

family nearby or for other reasons not always related to 

services.  
 
Sources of the information shared here are: Data collected 

from Helping Hands/Winter Warming Center; 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov; and the National Alliance to 

End Homelessness 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 15, 2019, 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

                                               Trinity Sunday 

Welcome to this Body of Christ in downtown Springfield. Every Sunday you are invited to 10:00 a.m. fellowship and 

coffee in the Commons. There is a second opportunity each Sunday morning after worship to meet new people and greet 

friends while sharing refreshments. The Commons is in the building addition north of the sanctuary. 

http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/GetHelp/LifelineChat.aspx
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/GetHelp/LifelineChat.aspx
tel:800-273-TALK
http://www.nami.org/
https://www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org/


  

Contact Information 

Pastor Susan Phillips 

217.528.4311, #202 

revsusan@lincolnschurch.org 

Sunday – Thursday, call for appointment 

Parish Chaplain  

Tim Haworth –tim@lincolnschurch.org 

217.528.4311, #209  

Sunday– Thursday, call for appointment 

Administrative Assistant 

Michelle Hastings– michelle@lincolnschurch.org 

217.528.4311, #204  

Monday – Friday: 8:30  –  4:30  

Bookkeeper 

Tara Kaeding – bookkeeper@lincolnschurch.org 

217.528.4311, #203 

By appointment. 
 

For a full staff listing see our website at 

LincolnsChurch.org 

 

 

2019 Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness 

Offering  
Members of First Presbyterian Church are amazingly 

generous. Whether it is supporting our food pantry, helping 

the Presbyterian Home by participating in their puzzle 

fundraiser, signing up for trips to our sister church in Sancti 

Spiritus, providing assistance to our Social Service outreach 

program, supporting our church Habitat for Humanity 

Builds, or supporting special Presbyterian offerings such as 

the upcoming Peace and Global Witness offering. 

So I hope you once again open your wallets to make 

generous contributions to this year’s Peace and Global 

Witness offering. There are inserts in your bulletin 

describing the International Peace Programs supported by 

this offering and envelops in the pew racks for making 

donations any time between now and October 6. Twenty-five 

percent of the money you donate will be retained by our 

church Mission Committee to be spent on local peace 

initiatives. Thanks to all of you for your generosity and 

commitments to world peace! 
 
Do You Like to Sing? 
The First Presbyterian Choir has begun. If you are interested 

in singing with us, please contact Becky Kemp at 

beckykemp779@gmail.com. 
 
Child Care for Choir Members 
The Christian Formation committee will be providing child 

care for choir members' children during rehearsal.  If you are 

interested in this service, please contact Michelle in the 

church office.  Thank you. 
 
Tuesday Night Bible Study  
This week, Tuesday, September 17 at 6:30 pm, we will be 

starting our usual Tuesday night format.  If you are not sure 

what that is...well...join us in the Cook Lounge and see what 

unfolds.  All are welcome - even if you can't attend each 

week.  Talk with Chaplain Tim for more details. 
 
Wednesday Vespers Service and Blessing of the 

Animals  
Wednesdays | 5:30 p.m. worship, dinner at 6:00 p.m.   

— in the Chapel and Commons 

Please join us for vespers on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in the 

Chapel followed by a delicious potluck supper in the 

Commons.  Games and choir practice to follow. Please join 

us for Kid Friendly Wednesday on October 2 designed to 

bring the generations at FPC together for playful worship, a 

light meal and cool activities. You are invited to bring your 

pet or stuffed animal for the Blessing of the Animals on 

October 2 at 5:30. 

 

Adult Christian Education (ACE’s)   
Sundays | 9:00 a.m. Chapel 

Join us at nine in the Chapel on Sunday to start our new 

book by Miroslav Volf entitled “A Public Faith”. One 

reviewer said “Our efforts as people of faith to bring our 

religious convictions into the public arena have clearly 

malfunctioned in recent years, but M. Volf does not want us 

to retreat to a ‘private faith’ mentality.  Instead he offers 

profound counsel about how faith-based public advocacy can 

promote the common good…” All are welcome.  
 
Restoration of the Red Doors  
The restoration of the red doors should be completed 

towards the end of September. In the meantime, please enter 

the sanctuary from the side ramp door located in the garden 

area or from the hallway. If you would like to contribute to 

this restoration project, you can make a donation with the 

memo: “Big Red Door.” Go to https://tinyurl.com/y5qp4p9r 

and check out the article on the big red doors by the SJR. 
 
Springfield/Chatham Crop Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 6 | 1:30 p.m. check-in at 1:00 p.m.   

— Third Presbyterian Church, 1030 N Third Street 

Crop Hunger Walk is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this 

year on Sunday and the Mission Committee of our 

congregation is working toward “ENDING HUNGER ONE 

STEP AT A TIME.”  Last year, our food pantry was one of 

four local organizations to receive $955.51 from funds raised 

by this effort; so please consider supporting Crop Hunger 

Walk this year by requesting individuals sponsor your three 

mile walk, by making a generous donation to a walker, or by 

making a donation in the name of our church at 

www.crophungerwalk.org/springfieldil. Members of the 

Mission Committee will be signing up volunteers and 

accepting donations after church in the commons beginning 

the second week of September.  Thanks for your continuing 

generous support of this effort to end worldwide hunger! 
 
 
 

Events This Week 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 
17 Joy of Movement (An adapted dance class for 

 people with Parkinson’s Disease) 1:30 pm Commons 

 Bible Study 6:30 pm Cook/Diller Lounge 

 

18 Joy of Movement 10:00 am Commons 

 Finance Meeting 11:00 pm Cook/Diller Lounge 

 Hands and Feet Clinic 4:00 

Vesper Service 5:30 pm Chapel followed by potluck 

and games Commons 

 Choir practice starts at 6:45 

 

19 Joy of Movement 9:30 am Commons 

 Session Meeting 6:30 pm Cook/Diller Lounge 

 

 

Samaritan Ministries 

Service Desk Report – August 2019 
Clients Served: 221 
Services provided: 
SMTD bus passes (52) $1,040 
SMTD tokens (385) $385 
ID (17) $340 
Birth Certificates (21) $380 
Gas Vouchers (56) $540 
Driver’s License (8) $240 
 
Food Pantry Report – August 2019 
Clients served --- 831 
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