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FINAL AGENDA
Workshop and rally speakers and room details

MAPS
Where workshops are located in  

the Institute of Education,  
and getting between the hostels and parties

Join the socialists
Find out about joining the Socialist Party 

Weekend details
Crèche, bookshop, poster exhibition, readings,  

campaigning stalls, mobility assistance,  
hostel details and more



Themes Saturday 3-5pm Sunday 10am-12noon               Sunday 1-2.45pm

1917 
Russian 
Revolution

Debate: what is the legacy of the 1917 October Revolution 
in Russia Speaker: Peter Taaffe, Socialist Party general secretary Chair: 
Caroline Vincent, Leicester East Socialist Party Drama Studio, 1st floor

Was Lenin a dictator? Speaker: Paula Mitchell, 
Socialist Party London secretary Chair: Mark Best, 
Socialism 2017 organising team  Drama studio

Lessons of October: are Trotsky’s ideas still relevant? 
Speaker: Clare Doyle, International Secretariat, CWI 
Chair: Mike Forster, Health Campaigns Together committee (pc) drama studio

What is 
socialism?

What is socialism and is it possible in our lifetime? 
Speaker: Ross Saunders, Socialist Party national committee  
Chair: Sofia Wiking, Leicester West Socialist Party secretary Cttee Room 1

What went wrong in Venezuela? 
Speaker: Tony Saunois, CWI secretary 
Chair: Isla Windsor, Coventry East Socialist party nunn hall

Corbyn, 
Labour 
& the 
fightback

Labour and the trade unions 
Speakers: Sean Hoyle, RMT President,  
Glenn Kelly, SP industrial organiser  
Chair: Katrine Williams, PCS Wales chair Cttee Room 1

How can a Corbyn-led government avoid 
sabotage? Speaker: Sarah Wrack, editor, 
the Socialist Chair: Kris O’Sullivan, Birmingham 
South East Socialist Party Room 822

Local government - the next scene of the anti-austerity 
battle? Speakers: Tony Mulhearn, former Liverpool District Labour Party 
leader, Tom Baldwin, former Bristol mayoral candidate 
Chair: Neil Cafferky, Tower Hamlets Socialist Party Room 822

Fighting 
racism

Forum: Trade unions & the fight for refugee rights 
Speakers: Mathan & Sathiya, Refugee Rights Campaign, Roger Bannister, 
former member of Unison NEC Chair: Dhanu, Tamil Solidarity Nunn hall

‘You can’t have capitalism without racism’ - was Malcolm X 
right? Speakers: Marvin Hay, Hackney Unison joint branch secretary, Hugo 
Pierre, Unison national executive Chair: April Ashley, Unison NEC (all pc) Room 731

readying 
for 
revolution

Revolution and counter-revolution in the USA 
Speaker: Kshama Sawant, Socialist Alternative member and Seattle 
councilmember Chair: Juliette Fogelman, East London Socialist Party Logan hall

Will there always be war in the Middle East?  
Speaker: Judy Beishon, International Secretariat, CWI  

Chair: Paul Hunt, Coventry West Socialist Party Nunn hall

Europe and the rise of populism Speakers: Danny Byrne, 
International Secretariat, CWI, Vladimir Bortun, Greenwich Socialist 
Party Chair: Chris Newby, London Socialist Party organiser Cttee Room 1

Capitalism 
today

10 years since the world economic crisis - is there a way out 
for capitalism? Speaker: Hannah Sell, Socialist Party deputy general 
secretary Chair: Josh Asker, SP Southern regional committee Room 802

Trumpism, protectionism and war Speaker: 
Bob Labi, International Secretariat, CWI Chair: Corinthia 

Ward, Birmingham Socialist Party secretary Room 802

Universal Basic Income and the gig economy - What can lift 
workers out of poverty? Speaker: Judy Beishon, Socialist Party 
executive committee Chair: Sam Morecroft, Sheffield South SP  clarke hall

National 
questions

From Russia 1917 to Scotland 2017: how do socialists 
approach the national question Speaker: Philip Stott, Socialist 
Party Scotland Chair: Bea Gardner, Southampton SP Room 822

What is going on in Catalonia? 
Speaker: Juan Ignacio Ramos, Izquierda Revolucionaria general secretary 
Chair: James Kerr, Socialist teachers group Logan hall

DEBATE: Can the EU be reformed in workers’ interests? 
Speaker: Clive Heemskerk, Socialism Today deputy editor 
Chair: Iain Dalton, Yorkshire Socialist Party organiser Room 802

What is 
Marxism?

INteractive: Dialectical materialism: the method of Marxism 
Speaker: Jim Hensman, Coventry Socialist Party  
Chair: Scott Jones, industrial editor, the Socialist Room 739

Historical materialism: how Marxists understand society? 
Speaker: Ken Douglas, Socialist Party treasurer  
Chair: Jack Metcalf, Manchester Socialist Party secretary Room 739

150 years of Marx’s Capital - is it still relevant? 
Speaker: Robin Clapp, South West Socialist Party secretary 
Chair: Nick Hart, Birmingham Socialist Party Room 739

United 
we 
stand

What can the 1917 Revolution tell us about the fight for 
LGBT+ rights? Speaker: Michael Johnson, Socialist Party LGBT+ 
members group Chair: Tanis Belsham-Wray, Leeds SP secretary Room 804

can art and literature provide a voice for the left? 
Speakers: Meena Kandasamy, writer/activist, Edward Wilson, socialist 
novelist, Ellen Kenyon-Peers aka Ana Key MP, Elaine Mallon, BadArt 
Scotland Chair: James Ivens, reviews editor, the Socialist clarke hall

Forum: women and the fightback Heather Rawling, Socialist Party 
women’s committee, Annette Oliver, Save Derby Women’s Centre, Louise 
Harrison, South Yorkshire Women’s Aid and Monika Jonas, ROSA  
Chair: Angie Waller, Barnsley Socialist Party secretary logan hall

Forums of 
resistance 

the fightback and the state Speakers: Dave Nellist on police spying, 
Mike McColgan, Orgreave Truth & Justice Campaign, Claire Laker-Mansfield, 
SP executive committee Chair: Joao Felix, Cardiff West Socialist Party Clarke Hall

Environmental crisis:  a working class issue 
Speakers: Nicole Lawlor, Truth About Zane, Chris Baugh, PCS assistant 
general secretary 
Chair: Paul Couchman, Save Our Services in Surrey  secretary Room 804

Can the law be used to fight austerity? 
Speaker: Paul Heron, Haldane Society of  
Socialist Lawyers Chair: Ryan Aldred, Plymouth  
Socialist Party secretary Room 736

fighting 
austerity

the low pay battle Speakers: Richard Beddows, Birmingham bin strike 
convenor, Lewis, McDonalds striker, Rob Williams, NSSN chair 
Chair: Steve North, Salford Unison branch secretary (pc) Room 731

Can NHS privatisation be stopped before it’s too late? 
Speakers include: Jackie Murphy, Hands Off HRI, Tom Hunt, Save 
Chatsworth and others Chair: Zoe Brunswick, medical student and BMA Room 731

Was Grenfell “murder by political decisions”? Speakers: Paul 
Kershaw, Unite housing branch, Nancy Taaffe, Waltham Forest Socialist 
Party and housing campaigner Chair: Bob Sulatycki, West London SP Room 804

ART exhibition and sale This will take place on Sunday in the space outside Logan Hall on Level 1, the lower floor, near the book shop



Big Ideas  
in Bitesize

Saturday
3pm

-3.50pm

Saturday
4pm-

4.50pm

Sunday
10am-

10.50am

Sunday
11am-

11.50am

Sunday
1pm

-1.45pm

Sunday
2pm-

2.45pm

How can 
we win 
Free  
educa-
tion? 
Speaker: 
Tessa 
Warrington 
East Mids SP 
organiser
Chair: Will Hornett, 
Sheffield student 
organiser

lessons 
from the 
student 
union 
victory 
in spain 
Speaker: 
Coral Latorre, 
Sindicato 
d’Estudiente 
Catalunia 

Why do we 
still need 
to know 
about the 
Spanish 
Revolu-
tion? 
Speaker: Len 
Shail, West Mid-
lands Socialist 
Party youth 
organiser

France 
1968 - 
students, 
strikes, 
socialism 
on the 
agenda 
Speaker: 
Helen Pattison, 
London Social-
ist Party youth 
organiser

Mental 
health 
and young 
people 
– how 
would 
socialism 
be differ-
ent? Speaker: 
Becci Heagney, 
North West SP 
organiser 

Social 
media – 
the good, 
the bad, 
the ugly 
and the 
revolu-
tionary 
potential 
Speaker: Ben 
Robinson, 
Socialist Books

Every-
thing 
you ever 
wanted 
to know 
about 
socialism 
but were 
too em-
barrassed 
to ask 
Speakers: 
Alistair Tice, SP 
Yorkshire sec-
retary, Elaine 
Brunskill, SP 
Northern region 
secretary, 
Hugh Caffrey, 
SP North West 
secretary

Are 
people too 
greedy 
for 
socialism? 
Speaker: 
Paul Calanan, 
South London 
Socialist Party 
organiser 

Is there an 
easier way 
to change 
the 
world? 
Speaker: Ian 
Pattison, 
the Socialist 
paper campaign 
organiser

Do we 
still need 
a party?
Speaker: Sarah 
Sachs-Eldridge, 
Socialist 
Party national 
organiser 

Why join the Socialist Party? 

By joining the Socialist Party 
you are joining the most 
determined and effective 
socialist organisation in the 
country, part of the Committee 
for a Workers’ International, the 
world socialist organisation. 
Our branches meet every week 
for inclusive and democratic 
political discussion and 
to organise our forces to 
work with campaigns, trade 
unions and activists in our 
communities and beyond to 
change the world.

See:  
socialistparty 

.org.uk
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Mainly 
aimed at 
school 
and 
college 
students
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aimed 
at those 
new to 
Socialism

Join the 
socialists!

To find out and ask questions about what being a member means for you,  
please visit the recruitment stall in the reception area

• Come to the infomal meeting •

room 604, 6th floor Sunday, 12:15

Room 
604, 
6th 

floor

Room 
736, 
7th 

floor
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saturday rally

6.30-8.30pm
 Kshama Sawant  
Socialist Alternative member and the 
US’s most prominent elected socialist 
who led the 1st successful campaign for a 
$15/hr minimum wage

 Ian Mearns MP 
Corbynista MP and chair of the RMT’s 
parliamentary group

 Peter Taaffe  
Socialist Party general secretary, former 
editor of the Militant and author of ‘From 
Militant to the Socialist Party’

 Juan Ignacio Ramos 
Izquierda Revolucionaria general secretary 
and activist against austerity and capitalism 
in the Spanish state

 Chris Baugh
Assistant general secretary  of 
the PCS civil servants’ union and 
campaigning trade unionist

 Isai Priya
Leading activist with Tamil Solidarity 
and Refugee Rights Campaign

Chaired by Sarah Wrack
Editor of The Socialist paper

Pick up a free book if 
you subscribe during 
the Socialism 2017 
weekend

sunday rally 3-4.30pm

organising 
the resistance

Hannah Sell 
Former Labour Party NEC member, author of Socialism in the 

21st Century and Socialist Party deputy general secretary

Coral Latorre
General secretary of the Student Union in Catalonia

Paul Murphy TD 
Prominent Irish activist in the movement for abortion rights, 

who recently defeated attempts to criminalise protest in 
Jobstown

Howard Beckett
Assistant general secretary of Unite the Union

Theo Sharieff  
Socialist Students national chair and organiser of Budget Day 

protests against fees

Chaired by Paul Callanan 
South London Socialist party organiser



802  804  822    

739

604
level 6

Level 8

level 7

level 4

level  
3 
Street level

level 1

Drama Studio

Shaded pillars 
between levels 
indicate stairs 

& elevators

Committee Room 1

Clarke Hall

Nunn Hall

Tea/coffee bar
Book shop
Stalls
Poster sale
Info stall
all on Level 1

Registration

Logan Hall

736  
731
709a  the creche is in

left
books.co.uk

Bookshop At the Institute of Education there will 
be a book shop where you can find the Socialist Party’s 
publications and a huge display of left-wing literature.

CrÈche The crèche will be in room 709a. It 
will run during the sessions and rallies. Please 
make sure that you pick up your children during 
breaks, and at the end of the day. Claire is in 
charge of the crèche, any queries please contact 
her on XXX.

Bookshop The bookshop will be on Level 1 
at the bottom of the stairs. It will be open during 
breaks, and before and after the sessions start. 
It will close after the second set of sessions on 
Sunday.

Poster exhibition & sale There 
will also be poster exhibition and sale on Level 1 
with various contributors. 

Stalls There will be stalls with information 
about the Socialist Party and more  in the 
entrance area on Level 1. 
On Sunday Socialist Party branches will set up 
stalls on Level 3 selling merchendise to raise 
money for the fighting fund.

Disability support Amalia is our 
mobility liaison person and you can call her on 
XXX if you need any help.

accommodation For hostel and free 
accommodation (sofas and floors) queries 
please contact Julia on XXX.

InfoRMATION For any other queries 
related to Socialism 2017, please contact the 
registration stall. This is located on Level 3. 
You can also contact Socialism organiser Sarah 
Sachs-Eldridge on XXX and chief stewrad Ian 
Pattison on XXX. On Sunday morning 10am-
12noon, contact Tom Baldwin on XXX.
Phone numbers available on the day.
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Peter Taaffe, general secretary of 
the Socialist Party, will introduce his new 
book, From Militant to the Socialist Party. 
at the event’s bookshop
Saturday 2pm at the 
event’s bookshop
This book is a priceless contribution to 
socialist history which spans 1995 to 
2007 and explains the Blairite takeover of 
Labour and the processes which brought 
us to the world economic crisis whose 
impact still dominates politics today.
Judy Beishon, who wrote the 
introduction to Socialist Books’ new 
edition of Trotsky’s important work 
Lessons of October will introduce it at
Saturday 5-5.30pm at the 
event’s bookshop

socialistbooks.co.uk

s b

On Sunday 12noon - 12.45 there 
will be readings by renowned 
socialist 
writers 
Meena Kandasamy and 
Edward Wilson. 
This will take place in Clarke Hall 
on the 3rd floor



/CWISocialistParty

@Socialist_party 

Sleep at 
the Clink 
hostels

Rallies & 
workshops at 

the Institute of 
Education


