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FROM THE EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

Off and Running!
Hello, and welcome to the inaugural issue of The El Segundo Scene, the city’s  

resource for local arts, music, culture, and community. We are delighted to bring you this 
brand-new monthly publication that is entirely devoted to arts and culture right here in El 
Segundo.

After you’ve checked out our comprehensive, everything-in-one-spot Cultural Event 
Guide for this month (pages 10-12), please have a look at our community-submitted 
photos and children’s artwork, and our columns written by local authors. Let us know 
what you think, and please consider submitting your own contributions to be published in 
upcoming issues! 

The El Segundo Scene’s mission is to celebrate El Segundo arts, music, and culture, and 
to serve as a means of creative expression for community members of all ages. Our  
distribution is via cooperating local businesses and organizations; look for a new issue 
during the first week of every month at participating local venues. We are also online at  
www.theelsegundoscene.com. Thank you for reading, and we hope you will consider  
contributing! 

 
Florence Valladares, publisher, florence@theelsegundoscene.com (top)
Maureen Kingsley, editor, maureen@theelsegundoscene.com (right)
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Going into business with one’s sibling is certainly not recom-
mended for everyone. It requires a mutual trust, respect, hu-

mility, and deference to the other’s strengths that some siblings 
just don’t share. El Segundo’s Jeff and Beth Cason (pictured), how-
ever, rank among the extraordinary sibling pairs who are success-
fully growing a business together, making big plans for the future, 
and getting along just fine all the while. The brother-sister team 
is also contributing significantly to 
the city’s dynamic arts culture by 
combining live theater, projection 
mapping, and mobile-device inter-
activity into a novel theater-going 
experience based here in El Segun-
do called Sound Stage LIVE! The 
production company debuted its 
first interactive, high-tech theater 
performance, The Little Mermaid, 
at the El Segundo Performing Arts 
Center (in El Segundo High School) 
this past March. “It worked beau-
tifully,” Beth shares. “We were 
amazed that audiences both 
young and old—and everyone in 
between—really responded to it.”

The Cason family has deep roots 
in El Segundo. Jeff and Beth are third-generation residents, and 
their grandfather Carl Cason was both an aerospace engineer 
and a city sports photographer for years. The siblings’ parents, 
Mike and Martha, were involved in local aerospace as well. And 
while the engineering gene runs strong throughout the Cason 
family line, Jeff says it is Beth who is the more science-minded 
engineer of the brother-sister duo, while he has always leaned 
more toward the arts: “Beth is incredibly smart and understands 
how operations and processes work, and then I was the artist.”

Growing up here in town, Jeff and Beth credit the El Segun-
do Recreation and Parks Youth Drama program, still going strong 
today decades after its inception, as allowing them to grow an 
interest in performing arts from a young age. “We were the ben-
eficiaries of this wonderful program,” Jeff says, “with amazing ed-
ucators and people who were passionate about students being 
able to discover themselves and their potential through the arts. 
That’s where we got our start.”

Beyond Youth Drama, the siblings remember putting on shows 

in their parents’ garage, too. As Jeff and Beth got older, Beth says, 
Jeff would tinker with adding pyrotechnics to their garage-based 
productions, “much to the chagrin of our parents.”

Eventually, as an adult, Jeff produced six Broadway in the Park 
theater shows in Recreation Park, as well as the recent jaw-drop-
ping El Segundo Centennial event “Celebrate! A Fireworks Spectac-
ular” (pictured). The latter was a top-quality production blending El 

Segundo-themed animation pro-
jected onto the high school with 
music, voice-over narration, and 
fireworks. It began as a “shower 
thought” Jeff had one morning six 
years prior, and ended up a stir-
ring and visually stunning tribute 
to his hometown.

Sound Stage LIVE, begun by Jeff 
in November 2016 and joined by 
Beth full time in July 2017, found 
similar success with its The Little 
Mermaid production. Like the 
Centennial fireworks show, the 
musical dazzled audiences, and 
the siblings are thrilled it was so 
well received. “In many ways it 
was a proof of concept, to try out 

this new idea that Beth and I had,” Jeff explains, “which is that 
we can modernize the musical theater experience for a younger 
audience by combining traditional storytelling with technology.” 
He and Beth call their production, which married live actors with 
immersive projections and a mobile-device app, “a first ever, not 
only for us but for the industry.” Not bad for a couple of kids from 
El Segundo!

Looking forward, Jeff and Beth envision such developments as 
live-projection-mapping audience reactions into a theater venue 
in real time: picture hundreds of “angry face” emojis peppering 
the theater walls when the villain appears onstage. Additionally, 
“a big-picture vision for us is to ultimately work with new-media 
studios like Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon to develop some of their 
shows into live experiences. Imagine ‘Stranger Things: The Live 
Experience,’” Jeff proposes. 

The possibilities are exciting. And as each of these visions of 
Jeff and Beth’s comes to fruition, the El Segundo community will 
very likely show up in droves to show its support.

Dynamic Duo
El Segundo’s own Jeff and Beth Cason have combined their engineering and artistic talents with 
their upbringing to create a new theater experience for the next generation. By Maureen Kingsley
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TRENDING

Fresh sarcasm served daily,” read the 
menu board as I entered the door. 

From the moment I set foot in Smoky 
Hollow Baking Co., I knew proprietor 
Jenna Rae Smith was dishing up her 
signature humor with a dash of salt 
(pun intended) that I’d become fond of 
following on her Instagram (@smoky-
hollowbakingco). 

What I didn’t know is just how incred-
ible the baked goods would be. Though 
I always found the photos of her cakes 
and cookies beautiful, I was thrilled 
to discover they actually tasted even 
better than they looked. 

But it isn’t just the flavors that set 
Smoky Hollow apart; it’s also the phi-
losophy with which Smith approaches 
her work, striking a balance between 
the core business of custom orders and 
her new counter traffic created by the 
storefront.

“We really enjoy the custom 
orders because they allow us 
to come up with things that are 
crazy and cool,” Smith said. “But 
we like our counter business be-
cause we like to meet everyone 
who comes in and see little kids 
come in and get so excited about 
getting a cupcake.”

Those cupcakes, as well as 
cake pops and cookies, are also 
quite imaginative and attractive, 
belying the fact that they’re often 
created on the fly. “We can come 
in in the morning, see what’s in 
the pantry, and say, ‘What are 
people going to like?’” Unlike a 
typical bakery that offers a set 
menu, Smith and her team fea-
ture only about 4–6 choices that 
change daily.

“I want to give people different 
things to try every single day, but not 
at the expense of having to make so 
many that it’s not a fresh product made 
that day,” Smith said. As a result, the 
counter goods are limited in quantity 
and often sell out before the end of 
business hours. Smith will set aside 
items ordered over the phone in case 
you can’t make it in earlier in the day.

The bakery is located in its namesake 
section of El Segundo. Tucked behind a 
charming wall of succulents, the suite is 
part of a cinderblock building that was 
renovated recently to fit the creative 
wave hitting the area. 

Smith’s tentative future plans include 
cake-decorating classes for kids this 
summer and offering tutorials for adults 
later in the year.

  

Jenny Gardner is a local resident, mother of 
two kids in ESUSD schools, and lover of baked 
goods, craft beer, red wine, and lattes. 

Smoky Hollow Baking Co.

Tuesday to Friday, 9 am–5 pm, 

  Saturday 9am–1 pm

118 Sierra St., Suite A

El Segundo

310-648-8070

smokyhollowbakingco.com

Obsessed
Tucked away in a hidden pocket of Sierra Street, Smoky Hollow  
Baking Co. is worth searching for. By Jenny Gardner

Smoky Hollow Baking Co. owner Jenna Rae Smith

Counter goodies at the bakery



Running with Joy through Library Park, 
Melissa Liebeskind
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Snail shell in the backyard, 
Maya Kingsley

Closeup of succulent, Kaden Socrates

El Segundo Through the Lens
Locals take a fresh look at springtime through their cameras. 

LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Flower bud preparing to bloom,  
Kaden Socrates



Through the Lens
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LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Right: Luck among 
new blooms, Linda 
Marten 

Left: Even nature asks 
“Y,” Linda Marten

 
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Readers of all ages are  
encouraged to  

submit photography for 
publication in this section. 

Please e-mail high- 
resolution, large photos 

with captions to photos@
theelsegundoscene.com. 

NEXT MONTH’S THEME  
The beach

JULY’S THEME
Summertime
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Operating in the background of everyday life in El 
Segundo, your neighbors are toiling away at their 

easels, before their kilns, and en plein air. They are cre-
ating, always creating, and when the call to show their 
work to the public sounds, they respond as depend-
ably as the turn of a calendar page. On May 12, 2018, 
their next opportunity arrives. 

Twice a year, the El Segundo 
Public Library plays host to the El 
Segundo Art Association (ESAA) 
Art Show. This year’s spring show 
is titled “Bucket List.” As president 
of the association, I challenged the 
membership to create a piece of 
work expressing either a checked-
off item from their personal list, or 
something that they have yet to do. 
We all have those things: some are 
grand, like climbing to Mount Ever-
est Base Camp (one of mine). Some 
are more accessible, like learning to 
juggle. Perhaps “displaying my work 
in an art show” is on your list? If so, 
this is your time…CHECK. IT. OFF! 
All experience levels are welcome 
at our shows, so whether you are a secret genius or an 
ambitious beginner, you are encouraged to join us. Art 
is due on Thursday, May 10, 5-7 pm in the Friends of 
the Library room, located downstairs in the El Segundo 
Public Library. 

Membership in the ESAA doesn’t require a 
huge time commitment, but we hope that if 
you do join us, it is so we can celebrate art and 
allow the community to see it. We host two 
art shows a year, as well as occasional social or 
educational events. For a $15 annual fee, you 
become one of us. Really, that’s all it takes! 

Members may bring in up to two works for 
each show. One piece may be submitted to 
that show’s specific theme category, while one or both 
pieces can be submitted into the association’s regular 

categories (including landscape/seascape/cityscape, 
still life/floral, animal/wildlife, abstract/modern, ceram-
ics/sculpture, photography, digital art, and figurative/
portraiture). A guest judge awards ribbons to the top 
three pieces in each category, and one piece receives 
Best in Show. 

Several special awards are given as well. In honor of 
one of our longtime members who 
recently lost her battle with cancer, 
we present the Karen Yee Award 
for excellence in symbolism and 
narrative. Karen was an expert in 
these areas, and we celebrate her 
legacy by recognizing an artist who 
embraces these qualities. Look for 
her special pink ribbon award, and 
see one of Karen’s own beautiful 
pieces in the library’s permanent 
collection, hanging opposite the 
information desk. 

This spring we will also inaugurate 
two new awards. The day of the 
reception, the association’s mem-
bership will have the opportunity 
to vote for their favorite pieces, and 

we will present a Members’ Choice award based on 
the results of that vote. I’m excited to announce that 
the other new award, the People’s Choice, will be vot-
ed on by you, the community. Balloting for this award 

will remain open for the duration of the show 
(May 12 through May 31), with the winner 
announced at the show’s conclusion. Look for 
ballots at the information desk in the center of 
the main floor of the library beginning May 12. 
We want to know what you like! (And if you see 
something you really like, don’t be shy: much 
of the art is available for purchase.)

If you would like more information on mem-
bership and art registration forms, please see 

our website, elsegundoart.wordpress.com, or contact 
me, Natalie Strong, at alchemist@constantalchemy.

VISUAL ART

The Artist’s Voice
El Segundo Art Association invites community members to its May 
show. Admission is free. Inspiration is guaranteed. By Natalie Strong

Natalie Strong

“We Made You From Germs,” by Natalie 

Strong
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May 15 - 20, 2018May 15 - 20, 2018

Stand Up,
Podcasting, & More!

Stand Up,
Podcasting, & More!

4th Annual

L.A.’s Best Comedians 
in the amazing 

venues of El Segundo.

More Info and Tickets at:

Free
Babysittin

g 

and 

Kid’s Show!



City Guide to Cultural Events
El Segundo’s comprehensive monthly calendar of arts, culture, and community events. 
Submit local events for this guide to events@theelsegundoscene.com.

Photo  
Festival: This 
Is Awkward

10am-5pm each day
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org 

ESMS’s High 
School  
Musical Jr.
Fri. + Sat. 7pm
El Segundo Performing 
Arts Center (at ESHS)
Tickets $12, https:// 
esmsca.booktix.com

Mr. Smith  
Goes to  
Washington 
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30pm 
+ 8:15pm, Sun. 2:30pm
Old Town Music Hall
Tickets $8-$10,  
oldtownmusichall.org

Cinco de 
Mayo & Bartz  
Barbecue 
1pm-7pm 
El Segundo Brewing Co.
Admission free, call  
310-529-3882 

6th Annual  
Jewelry  
Estate Sale
10am-6pm 

The Jewelry Source
Free, call 310-322-7110

El Segundo 
History Room 
Open
1-3pm 
El Segundo Public Library
Free, call first  
310-364-0117

Hometown Fair 
& Carnival
10am-3pm 
Main St.
Admission free, call  
310-524-2700

Beaded Ring  
Workshop 
1pm-4pm 

Holly Socrates 
Gallery
$40, hollysocrates.  
com

ESMS Talent 
Show 
6pm-8pm 
El Segundo Performing 
Arts Center (at ESHS)
Free, call 310-615-2690

Bucket List art  
submissions due 

5pm-7pm 
El Segundo Public  
Library
$15 annual membership, 
alchemist@  
constantalchemy.com

Ed! Gala  
6pm-11pm 
Chevron Park 
Ticket prices vary,  
ESEdF.org

100 Men  
and a Girl 
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30pm 
+ 8:15pm
Old Town Music Hall
Tickets $8-$10,  
oldtownmusichall.org

Bucket List 
opening  
reception 
2pm 
El Segundo Public Library
Free, alchemist@  
constantalchemy.com

5

5
11

10

9
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Elderfest 
11am-2pm 
Recreation Park Joslyn 
Center
Free, call 310-524-2705

Hot Wheels 
Garage
10am-1pm 
Automobile Driving 
Museum
Kids 10 & under free, 
theadm.org

Kids Craft 
Class 
10am-11am 
Dockweiler Youth Center
Free, call 310-726-4128

Mom’s Day 
Out  
Celebration
noon-3pm 
The Point
$10, thepointsb.com

Mother-Son 
Sock Hop 

5-7pm 
Happy Baby 
$30/couple, info@ 
happybabyla.com

Operation 
Feel Good 
Community Art 
10am-1pm
Holly Socrates Gallery
Free, hollysocrates.com

Roses  
Workshop
3pm
International Garden 
Center and Floral Design
Free, 310-615-0353

ESBC 7th  
Anniversary
noon-10pm
El Segundo Brewing Co., 
call 310-529-3882

Ladies Car 
Care  
10am-3pm
Automobile Driving  

Museum
Tickets $5, theadm.org

Mothers’ Day 
Brunch 
Call for hours 
Sausal
$32/adult; $10/child
310-322-2721

Mothers’ Day 
Rides with 
Wine Tasting 
10am-3pm
Automobile Driving 
Museum
Tickets $8-$10,  
theadm.org 

Trivia with 
Budds 
7pm 
Brewport
Free, thegundoCF.com

Bertcast 
live podcast 
recording
noon 
El Segundo Brewing Co.
Free, thegundoCF.com

Live  
podcast 
recording 
2pm
El Segundo Brewing Co.
Free, thegundoCF.com

Mother 
Daughter  
Partner Yoga 
6pm-7:15 pm
Happy Baby
happybabyLA.com/ 
special-events
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This month’s guide sponsored by

May 15 - 20, 2018May 15 - 20, 20184th Annual

More Info and Tickets at:



Shibori  
Workshop
5pm-8pm
Holly Socrates Gallery
$80, hollysocrates.com

Blind Barber 
Stand-Up 
Show 
8pm
Old Town Music Hall
Tickets $20 online, $25 at 
door, thegundoCF.com

Crafts ‘n’ 
Laughs 
9:15pm 
Flights Beer Bar
$20 online, $25 at door 
thegundoCF.com

Comedians 
You Should 
Know 
9:30pm
South Bay Customs
Tickets $20 online, $25 at 
door, thegundoCF.com

Comedy & 
Magic 
Club Presents 
7pm
South Bay Customs
Tickets $20 online, $25 at 
door, thegundoCF.com

Fire &  
Police Open 
House 
10am-2pm
Fire Station on Main St.
Free, call 310-524-2200

Joel Lish Trio: 
Bach and his 
contemporaries  
2pm
El Segundo Public  
Library
Free, call 310-524-2728

Comedy 
Show for Kids 
3:30 pm
El Segundo Teen Center
Free, thegundoCF.com

Giggle Water  
Comedy Show 
8pm 
R6 Distillery
Tickets $20 online, $25 at 
door, thegundoCF.com

Elementary 
Band Concert  
7pm
El Segundo PAC (at ESHS)
Free, inquiries@sbmusic.
org

Wrapped-Wire 
Bird’s Nest 
Pendant DIY
12pm-1pm
El Segundo Public  
Library
Free, call 310-524-2728

Cars and  
Coffee 
7am-9am
The Point
Free, thepointsb.com

Plants That 
Beat the Heat  
Workshop 
3pm
International Garden 
Center and Floral Design
Free, 310-615-0353

Woodies 
Picnic & Car 
Show
10am-2pm 
Automobile Driving 
Museum
Tickets $15, theadm.org

Book Club:  
Love and  
Other Consolation 
Prizes 
6:30pm-7:30pm

El Segundo Public  
Library
Free, call 310-524-2728

El Segundo 
High School 
Band Concert 
7pm 
El Segundo PAC (at ESHS)
$5, inquiries@sbmusic.
org

Youth Drama 
Senior  
Variety Show 
Fri. 7pm, Sat. 7pm, Sun. 
2pm
Rec Park Clubhouse
Tickets $20 (includes  
refreshments),  
esydrama@gmail.com

20
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CREATIVE KIDS

TENNIS, tennis, I’ve played you for so long
When I’ve practiced so much what could go wrong?

I am going to try, that’s no doubt
I’m praying this match won’t end as a total blowout. 

TENNIS, tennis, I am ready to fight
Although I’m prepared I’m a little uptight

I know this match won’t be easy 
I am starting to feel a little bit queasy

 
I look around at my surroundings

Boom, boom, boom my heart is pounding.
My name is called and I’m somewhat ready.

Remember all you have to do is hit the ball steady.

I walk on the court with my racket in hand. 
My coach provided me with a specific game plan. 
I take the tennis balls and walk back to the baseline

Our match has no limited time. 

I serve the first point and we begin play
I sure hope I play good tennis today.

As we battle back and forth I begin to pull ahead
I am running all over the court, my face blood red.   

           
TENNIS, tennis, I’ve played you for so long.

When I’ve practiced so much what could go wrong?
I am going to try, that’s no doubt.

I’m praying this match won’t end as a total blowout.
Sophia Webster, age 12

Young Artists of 90245
El Segundo’s youngest artists and writers share their creations with the 
community.

 Kids Tell Kids 

Recommendations by kids 
for kids!

This month: Cake-Baking 
YouTubers, curated by Cecilia 

Maldonado-Tooley, age 6

“I am wild about DIY how-to’s 
on YouTube. I got started 

with baking videos. Here are 
four of my favorite YouTube 
bakers, with my ratings and 

descriptions.”

 1.  Koalipops Rainbow Unicorn 
Cake, PG-13

“He’s ambitious, artistic, 
amazing.” 

 2. Rosanna Pansino My Little 
Pony Cake, G

“She’s sweet and bakes 
beautifully from scratch.” 

3. iJustine How to Make a 
Wedding Cake, PG

“She’s a bit wild and likes 
starting things from a box with 

unpredictable results.” 

4. Cake Bash Studio  
Descendants 2 Cupcakes, G

“She makes fantastic creations, 
in English and Spanish.” 

This month’s submissions:

Moth photo, Kaden Socrates (12); bunny and kitten sketch, Ada Valladares (11); 
“Tennis” poem, Sophia Webster (12); “Africa” marker drawing, Africa Valladares 
(5); “Strengths Not in What We Wear” painting and caption, Tia Concon (12); blue 
butterfly painting, Sophie Carpenter (8).

 This month’s young  
 artists sponsored by
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CREATIVE KIDS

Call For Submissions

All young people aged 2 to 18 who are part of 
the El  

Segundo community are encouraged to submit 
original artwork, poetry, and other creative works 

for publication in this section. The editor will 
make every effort to publish each submitted work 

but cannot guarantee publication. 

To submit, e-mail large, high-resolution images of 
original artwork, or Word docs of original writing, 

to  
kids@theelsegundoscene.com. Please include 

artist’s name and age.

Smile
South
Bay

We’ve been caring for South Bay smiles for over forty years. Gimlen Orthodontics is your 

���	����������	��
���������	���	��������
�����������	��	��������
�����
�		�������������

MANHATTAN BEACH 310.545.6525   EL SEGUNDO 310.322.3880   BracesByTheSea.com
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Housed at the busy intersec-
tion of Main Street and East 

Franklin Avenue, Sausal’s seasonal 
menu blends Mexican and Spanish 
flavors with fresh California vibes, 
along with an expansive selection 
of tequila and cocktails that can fix 
any dreadful day or make a great 
date even better. 

More on that later, though, 
because first, the food. Lustrous 
and flavorful, the pork chili verde 
with sweet corn elote is the clear 
winner of main-event dishes. Nu-
anced with spice, smoke, and sa-
vory heat, this is perfect any time, 
but especially on a cooler June 

Gloom day. The menu also offers 
a variety of tacos and oak-wood 
fire-grilled dishes, plus a healthy 
number of snacks and sides that 
are perfect for sharing as a family 
or with a group of friends. 

And when out with friends, 
experimenting with cocktails can 
make a fun gathering even more 
interesting. At Sausal, the fresh 
strawberry rancho margarita, 
served on the rocks with flecks 
with fresh strawberry and none 
of the syrupy mix found in oth-
er establishments, is a perfectly 
mixed upgrade on the traditionally 
frozen classic: it’s not too sweet, 
and it’s nicely balanced by the 
tequila. 

Most entertaining is the tequila 
flight that allows you to sample 
three from the list’s consider-
able selection. Six-dollar Happy 
Hour every day of the week from 
3–6 p.m. means you can always 

find time for 
celebrating 
with friends, 
co-workers, and 
fellow parents. 

Brunch gets 
a cool, popular 
makeover here 
as well. Every 
Saturday and 
Sunday, get your 
hands on brunch 
tamales, brunch 

tacos, chilaquiles, or, if you’re feel-
ing it, some of the same delicious 
items also featured on the lunch 
and dinner menus. Bottomless 
mimosas wash it all down nicely. 

There’s plenty of seating in the 
large, sophisticated dining room, 
as well as on the patio for al fresco 
fun. The dining room can also be 
rented in full or in part (closed off 
with curtains) for private events, 
and the large bar offers a place to 
chill while waiting for a table or 
catching a solo dinner or drink. 

Pro Tip: Book your next date 
night here, and share a tequila 
flight, the ceviche, and the pork 
chili verde. Finish it all off with the 
ridiculously delicious Spanish date 
cake. 
Jen Goaring is a former professional 
chef and mom of an ESHS Eagle. Due to 
presence of said teenager, she’s also a 
professional drinker. Email her at  
jengoaring@yahoo.com and she might 
meet you for happy hour.

THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • MAY 2018

FOODIE

El Segundo Eats
Downtown’s Sausal takes flight...tequila flight, that is.  
By Jen Goaring

Sausal’s Strawberry Rancho 
Margarita is made with fresh straw-
berries and is not syrupy sweet.

Sausal
219 Main St., El Segundo
310-322-2721
Open 7 days a week at 11 a.m. 
Chef Anne Conness
Sausal.com

Sausal’s dining room
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FOOD + HISTORY

You really haven’t lived 
until you’ve experienced 

the joys of stretch-denim 
at an all-you-can-eat food 
bazaar—which is precisely 
the situation I found myself 
in last month at The Proud 
Bird: a recently remodeled 
mash-up of restaurant and 
aviation museum located 
just a short drive northeast 
of 90245. 

Upon touching down at 
the eatery and event venue 
for Sunday brunch, my flight 
plan was simple: splurge on 
the Unlimited Pass, which 
amounts to 30 bucks, six 
food stations, and one 
hangry dad. I know, I know: 
thirty dollars is a ton of 
dough for just one person. 
But, good news: non-brunch 
hours are way cheaper, with 
à la cart items ranging from 
three to 20 dollars. 

When I arrived, I felt as if I were 
walking into an airport terminal, 
with giant replica fighter planes 
and a front desk reminiscent of 
a ticketing counter. From there, 
a hangar of yummy awaited. 
Asian, Latin, Italian, and American 
cuisines, plus some strange thing 
called “salad”—The Proud Bird 
had it all. However, my clogged 

heart belongs to one woman, and 
her name is Barbecue.   

So, I taxied my tray like a 737 
toward the Bludso’s Bar-B-Que 
station and requested a double 
whammy of brisket and pork ribs, 
along with a side of collard greens, 
corn bread, and mac and cheese. 
With my plate fully loaded, I was 
cleared for take-off, so I grabbed 
a booth with amazing views of 
planes landing at LAX and got my 

grub on. Seven minutes later, I 
was happily at full gastrointes-
tinal capacity—but my day got 
even better thanks to Proud 
Bird’s docent, Jacob. He’s a 
tour guide there, and a walk-
ing encyclopedia of aviation 
history. Jacob took me past 
roughly 14 real and replica 
planes on site, rattling off fas-
cinating facts the whole time. 
During my tour, he pointed 
out an assortment of impres-
sive exhibits including those 
of The Tuskegee Airmen, The 
Flying Tigers, and SpaceX. I 
also saw tributes to daredevil 
pilots and women in aviation.

The unique, culturally rich, 
and delicious Proud Bird has 
something for everyone. 
Thank you to late WWII veter-
an and B-17 bomber co-pilot 
David Tallichet (1922–2007), 
who founded the place more 

than 50 years ago. It’s a part of LA 
history, and after my first trip I’m 
ready to rack up the frequent flyer 
miles and head back. 

Seth Kingsley lives 
in El Segundo, is 
married to The El 
Segundo Scene’s 
editor, and writes 
comedy pieces for 
E! News. 

Adjacent
Looking to venture outside The Bubble for the afternoon? Local dad 
and professional overeater Seth Kingsley suggests you eat ribs and 
ogle airplanes at LA’s Proud Bird eatery and museum.
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Thank you for your support 
of The El Segundo Scene!


