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Escape Artist, Magician, Inventor, Honest 

Cheat: How Following His Passion 

Unlocked Terry Roses' Career 

 

One of the perks of being a journalist, 

blogger or freelance writer is getting the 

opportunity to interview and get to know 

interesting people They're all around us, 

actually, but since most of our day-to-day 

interactions tend to be superficial we 

never really 

discover the depths 

that we could 

discover if we'd 

make time to listen. 



I met Terry Roses 

through my 

association with the 

late John Bushey, 

multi-faceted host of 

the KUMD radio 

program Highway 61 

Revisited. In addition 

to being a teacher and Dylanophile, John was a 

master magician and a collector of Houdini 

memorabilia. His fascination with the escape 

artist also contributed to his becoming not only 

a collector of handcuffs and shackles, but of 

becoming an escape artist himself. 

What I didn't know, until I'd known him several 

years, was that John's mentor in the escape and 

magic arts was Terry Roses. 

They say do what you love, and the rest will 

take care of itself. That's Terry Roses' career got 

its start. 

Like many a youth (myself included), when 

Roses was in high school he became fascinated 

with Harry Houdini. Unlike many, he pursued 

his passion to the same degree as his idol/hero. 

He learned everything he could about escaping 

from handcuffs, ropes and other devices, and 

followed up with audacious demonstrations of 

his developing skills. 

On one occasion, while in high school, he had 

himself locked up along with a dynamite bomb 

that would go off and kill him if he failed to 

escape in time. (You can be sure no school 

would allow students to perform that trick 

today.) 

 

Roses and his friend Bruce Liptak challenged the 

L.A. police to attempt to bind them "with 

enough irons that they could not escape." The 

police accepted the challenge, and the young 

men succeeded in escaping as promised. 

By means of his magic and escape escapades, 

Terry Roses raised most of the money for his 

high school prom, which chose as its theme that 

year Lollipops and Roses, a tribute to Terry. 

According to Roses, he paid his way through 

college by breaking out of jails all over the West 

coast. 



Like Houdini, he 

was much more 

than an escape 

artist. Magic, 

illusions and 

inventing new 

tricks opened 

doors for Terry 

Roses around the 

world. 

 

Terry Roses, a Cloquet native, moved to Orange 

County, California when he was 15, where he 

lived until returning here to Duluth in 1975. 

Something he became fond of was entertaining 

high school students during all-nighters that 

various schools held. When his young protege 

John Bushey go bit by the magic arts bug, 

Bushey would follow this same path, 

entertaining young people with his own bag of 

tricks. Together they travelled the world 

performing magic and 

rubbing shoulders 

with the today's 

greatest living 

magicians. 

Wherever Terry goes 

he's a good story. 

Besides escape tricks, 

another facet of 

Houdini's career was 

disproving mediums and 

revealing frauds. In this, 

Terry Roses has also 

emulated the great 

master magician. Terry's 

contemporary 

application of this was 

to become The Honest Cheat. Roses became an 

expert in identifying the ways gamblers cheat, 

and the variety of ways they mark cards, "load" 

dice, etc. 

It was against 

this background 

that Roses began 

working with 

many of the 

largest casinos to eliminate fraud and catch 

cheats. By means of endless experimentation 

and research in his "laboratory of magic" Roses 

developed a low cost device for identifying 

marked cards called the Inspecta Card Scanner.  

 

A recent visit to Roses studio gave opportunity 

to hear many new stories 

about this unassuming man 

whose pursuit of a passion led 

to a career that opened many 

unexpected doors. 

It's been a privilege getting to 

know this clever, talented man. 



This is an account of 

David's Dick Turpin 

cell escape 

according to Frank 

Koval. 

On March 24th, 

1983 David received a letter from Dr. Graham 

Nicholson, Curator of the castle museum, 

York, challenging him to escape from the very 

famous prison cell under his care. Dr. 

Nicholson wrote 'I would be very happy to 

challenge you to try, so long as you allowed 

yourself to be shackled and chained in an 

authentic eighteenth century manner. I should 

add that the windows are double and triple 

barred, and there are some pretty thick doors 

and walls. 

David was overjoyed. Many people have 

claimed to have Houdini's jail escape secret 

but he now had an opportunity of proving that 

he had the real secret! He wrote back to Dr. 

Nicholson three days after he had received the 

challenge saying,  

, 'I wait for you to 

name the day and 

date and I'll be more 

than happy to accept 

your challenge'. 

The cell at York is, 

indeed, very famous. It was no less than the 

condemned cell in the Debtors prison. The cell 

walls are six feet thick and the tiny windows 

are securely barred. Dick Turpin spent the last 

night of his life there, before being executed at 

the Knavesmire in April 1739. So, the escape 

attempt was arranged to take place on April 

18th, 1983. 

David swung the publicity machine into 

operation immediately. He was photographed 

handover a sealed file on the Houdini secret to 

his bank manager. Journalist Stephen Pile 

covered the coming event for the Sunday 

Times in his column on the leader page of the 

newspaper. Dr. Nicholson also 

played his part by issuing a 

press release which began, 

'Dick Turpin couldn't do it! 

Houdini wouldn't do it! Can 

David De-Val do it?' 

 

On Monday April 18th 1983, the press arrived 

in strength and crews from BBC TV and 

Yorkshire television fussed over their 

equipment. After the interviews with the 

media, David was taken to the privacy of an 

adjoining cell by Dr. Rosemary Swain who 

had been brought in from York district 

hospital.  



 

This is the part of The Chainletter where the 

editor begs for you to give 

him some 

material to 

publish.  No 

idea what to 

write?   

Well, How about… 

 Your first escape. 

 How did you learn to escape?          

  Your creative process. 

 Your last escape.       

 Who is your hero? Why? 

 What makes a good escape.          

 Your escape bio.     

 An escape you saw on TV. 

 An escape you saw live. 

 Anything escape related. 

 

There David stripped off all 

his clothing and was 

examined thoroughly by Dr 

Swain. She then minutely 

checked a track suit that 

David had taken along, 

before allowing him to put 

it on. Then, looking 

somewhat shy after the physical examination, 

he returned to the Turpin cell. Under the 

skeptical scrutiny of the press, David allowed 

the steel waist band to be locked tightly on 

him. Then his wrists were locked on each side 

of the waist band. His ankles were secured in 

heavy leg irons and finally a short chain was 

locked at one end to the waist band and to a 

ring attached to the wall at the other end. 

Hilary McGowan: 

The last person out 

of the cell was Miss 

Hilary McGowan, 

Deputy Curator of 

the Castle museum, 

who doubled locked 

the solid oak door calling out, 'Good luck 

David'. The Curator Dr. Nicholson was unable 

to be present as he himself was confined - at 

home with mumps! David had learned of this 

only at the last moment, but the  



(From Allan and Rebecca Taylor) 

 

The Annual General meeting of the United 

Kingdom Escape Artists (UKEA) took place 

on Saturday the 16th of March 2019 in 

Northampton with a strong turnout of both 

professional and amateur escape artists. The 

meeting comprised a number of lectures and 

presentations and also saw the 4th annual 

“Mick Hanzlik” award competition and the 

2nd David De-Val Award. 

 

The agenda for the day consisted of a Talk by 

Chris Gower that he had performed for The 

Magic Circle, a cable tie demonstration by 

Andy Robertson, a talk about the David 

Copperfield museum by Allan and Rebecca 

Taylor ( to be featured as separate articles)  a 

talk about the “Houdini’s Secrets” docu-series 

by Allan and Rebecca Taylor and a session 

on myth busters by Chris and 

Dan. 

stunt had to go ahead. 

 

Hilary McGowan 

summed up the 

general feeling that 

morning by 

declaring that she 

would be 

'absolutely amazed' 

if David succeeded 

in escaping. 

Security guards checked both ends of the 

passage where the cell door was. No-one would 

be allowed to open the door from the outside. 

Five minutes or so after the cell door had been 

slammed shut there was a cry from the press of 

'He's out'! Not only was David out of the 

shackles and the cell, but he had already 

escaped from the prison and was found fully 

dressed in his street clothes (but these were 

locked in the cell adjoining the Turpin cell)! 

They found David some 

three hundred yards 

away from the prison, 

drinking a pint of milk. 

The press fired 

questions -Was a 

double of David used? 

Was a confederate 

involved? Was there a tunnel between the 

Turpin cell and Clifford’s tower, where David 

was found? These were the questions and a 

little thought showed them to be very wide of 

the mark. How did David do it? That’s a 

good question isn't it? 



The first talk of the day was given by Chris 

Gower After the initial welcome and 

introduction of our new three members, Chris 

Gower was welcomed to give his presentation 

called ‘Family Influences’.  This was the talk that 

he gave to The Magic Circle in London last 

August.  Chris who is a Guinness World Record 

Holder for his collection of handcuffs became 

interested in Houdini and his escapes fifty years 

ago after seeing the Houdini film starring Tony 

Curtis.  His grandfather was an Associate of The 

Inner Magic Circle but knew very little about 

escapes and told Chris to go to Davenports 

Magic Studio where he bought the book by JC 

Cannell and a set of regulation Darby pattern 

handcuffs.   

 

Over the next few years he concentrated on 

obtaining examples of every handcuff and 

restraint he could find and found ways to open 

them without using keys.  Several years ago he 

was invited to appear on the UK TV Show “The 

Antiques Roadshow” where Hilary Kaye 

interviewed him - 20 minutes filming was 

condensed into 3 minutes and the programme 

was even repeated as their Christmas 

Special.  In 1993 Nick Janson asked Chris if he 

would be available to act as his Technical 

Adviser in South Korea for a Guinness World 

Record Show.  It was during this time working 

with Nick that he suggested applying to 

Guinness for a world 

record.  He also 

asked if Chris was 

aware that he did 

the promotion back 

in 1953 when The 

Houdini film starring 

Tony Curtis was first 

shown in London.  Chris finished by saying that 

he felt honored and privileged to be standing 

next to the man who promoted the film that 

sparked his interest all those years ago! 

 



Dan and Chris were introduced to the group, 

over the past six years these two have featured 

their ‘Myth Busters’ talk and trust me when I 

say these are a highlight of the AGM and are 

always fun and interactive,  The topic this year 

was The Champion 

Handcuff which is 

illustrated in Walter 

Gibson’s book Magic 

and Escapes.  Basically 

two models are shown 

they consist of two U 

shaped shackles that fit 

on the wrists then a bar 

is put through and 

locked with a 

Padlock.  The round bar model was proved to 

work and Dan managed to unscrew the fake nut 

in about three minutes.  It looked easy in the 

book but even using a specially adapted chair 

which had the 

gimmick attached 

was not that easy 

especially if the 

escape was to be 

done in a dark 

cabinet.  Dan and 

Chris showed the 

square bar model 

as shown in the 

original book and demonstrated that it could not 

be used as it is impossible to remove the square 

nut.  However, in the later edition the illustration 

was altered which proved to work.  

 

Following this the two created a scenario where 

a pair of Hiatt 

Speedcuffs were 

locked on Chris’s 

wrists.   

 

Dan went to release them and the key broke off 

in the lock!  It would appear that especially in 

the US this happens quite often.  A well 

respected Locksmith and Sheriff in the US 

recently wrote an article on this and in most 

times the cuffs are cut off using a Dremel drill 

with small cutting disc.  A bucket of water is 

always on hand to cool the wrists if 

necessary.  Well two metal plates were carefully 

inserted between the cuffs and wrist then the 

cutting started.  Lots of sparks and heat, Chris 

cooled his wrists a couple of times and after 

about 2 minutes the bow was free.  Although no 

pain was felt by Chris he still ended up two quite 

a bad burn mark and 

feels that had it been 

a prisoner he may 

well have pressed 

charges for Actual 

Body Harm! 

 

Allan and Rebecca both gave a talk on their visit 

to David Copperfield’s 

museum and a talk 

about filming with 

George Hardeen, a 

separate article will 

cover that. 



Andy Robertson then gave us a fantastic 

demonstration on cable tie escapes and showed 

us the methods behind the escapes. This was 

very informative but I’m afraid we won’t be 

sharing the details to the readers. You just had to 

have been there.  

 

Awards 

This year we had four people perform an escape 

on the day, Tony Gough, Robin Fox, Dan 

Robinson and Tim Houlton.  

 

I spoke to Dan after his escape and he 

expressed that you should always have a 

backup Plan, although he 

expanded to say well that 

isn’t quite right, you should 

always have a plan B!!!  

 

 

At the U.K.E.A. 

AGM this year 

Dan had been 

working on an 

escape for the 

coveted Mick 

Hanzlik Award. This year he was going to 

attempt a dungeon-style escape. Dan would be 

suspended in handcuffs, placed in leg irons & his 

movement would be restricted by a heavy neck 

collar. Dan tried various tools that he had made 

& had the escape down to five minutes. The 

original tool he had made to escape the neck 

collar was misplaced during the setup. Dan had 

duplicates of all the other tools, but not this one. 

He proceeded to emancipate himself & decided 

to use a tool that he had made, but he was not 

happy with. The escape was successful, and to 

the rest of us it was fantastic, the delay and 

anticipation just added to the thrill, but Dan 

being the perfect 

professional he is 

was not happy as it 

didn’t go as intended 

and took twice as 

long as his practice 

sessions. Needless to say he was free of his 

binds but in Dan’s words! Always have a backup 

Plan B)  



Tony put together 

an amazing themed 

escape this year 

based on the 

Terminator, he 

started his escape 

adorned in a leather jacket and Arnie mask, the 

themed music started whilst the smoke machine 

and lights came into action adding to the 

performance. 

Tony had a story behind his escape in that he 

was the Terminator and the T1000 had been sent 

to capture him, 

this brought us 

on to the escape 

where Tony had 

been chained up 

and his mission 

was to protect 

John Connor, could he escape the evils Grips of 

the T1000 or would he end up capturing us all 

and ending the U.K.E.A? I’m pleased to say that 

Tony escaped and managed to save the world. 

All in all this was a fantastic escape with great 

showmanship.  

Robin Fox 

For many people, the idea of lying on a bed 

of nails is bad enough. For Robin Fox, this 

wasn’t enough of a challenge, he had to go 

further and present an escape in which he 

was chained to it.  

 

As people were arriving back in the room after a 

break for coffee, 2 members of UKEA, Sue and 

myself touched the nails to make sure that they 

were genuine and sharp, and another member, 

James, provided a padlock, which Robin had not 

previously seen, to secure the chains. Robin lay 

on the bed of nails, which was in the center of a 

wooden surround with metal rings attached, and 

the chains were passed through the rings in a 

crisscross pattern, securing his legs, waist and 

wrists before being locked just above his chest. 

With the cold steel of the chains around his 

body, and the nails beneath him, I’m sure that 

can’t have been the most comfortable position 

he’s ever been in! It’s no secret that the science 

of the bed of nails is to spread your bodyweight 

over as many nails as possible and keep as still 

as possible – easier said than done when you’re 

trying to get free. As well as having to move in 

order to effect the escape, at one stage Robin had 

to sit on the thing, and he was struggling not to 

put his feet on the nails in the escape. That said, 

the escape 

was effected 

to the strains 

of Carl Orff’s 

“Carmina 

Burana”, and 

1m 45s later, 

slightly 

scratched, and a bit sore, he was free.  



The award was won by Tim Houlton from Hull. 

Tim came up with an unusual escape and 

possibly the first of its kind anywhere in the 

world. 

He combined his love of motorcycles and 

escapology, the escape 

compromised of getting 

secured into a straitjacket,  

As if this wasn’t hard 

enough, he then put on a 

pair of full body 

motorcycles leathers, with 

the straps from the 

straitjacket being inserted 

through the arms of the 

leathers. Motorcycle 

helmet and full boots were also worn. This was 

surely enough to secure Tim? After around 5 

minutes of wrestling with the suit and 

Straitjacket and even throwing in some comedy 

Air guitar, Tim much to our amazement 

managed to escape successfully. 

 

The Award is named after Houdini Historian and 

Master Locksmith Mick Hanzlik and is 

presented for the “Best Escape” of the day and is 

voted for by all members. 

  

The second award goes to Chris Gower and he 

became the second person to win the prestigious 

David De-Val award for his efforts during the 

last 12 months in promoting the art form. We 

had 3 nominations this year, Rebecca Taylor for 

her work with George Harden on Houdini`s Last 

Secrets, Tim Houlton for his charity work for the 

teenage Cancer trust  

 Chris was the escapology consultant for the 

primetime Halloween show on ITV “Live & 

Deadly: Drowned” The show witnessed Ben 

Hamlin and Josey Essex attempt a dangerous 

escape, the pair would be handcuffed, chained 

whilst immersed in water, live on TV.   

The 90-minute one off special showed Ben and 

Joey’s training for 5 days to perfect the art of 

escapology.  


