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Invasive Species 
Present in Wolf Creek Ranch 

Maltese Star-Thistle      Centaurea melitensis 
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Invasive Species 
as identified by a professional botanist 

I recently hired a professional botanist to do a Plant Survey of my 
property in Wolf Creek Ranch. I was very impressed with the experience, 
the results and the report. 9 Exotic or Invasive Species were noted in my 
report and rated according to recognized scales. The worst offender at 
the time was wooly distaff-thistle. Coming in second, in my opinion is the 
Malta Star Thistle. I wanted to share these findings with my neighbors and 
friends at Wolf Creek Ranch who are also trying to take the best possible 
care of their property. It was recommended to pull these noxious weeds 
in order to lessen their spread and eventually eradicate them. I have been 
working on this but now the high Summer temperatures are upon us. 
Between the heat and the thistlley, crisp, pointy bad boys, it is not super 
fun. However, I am dedicated to making my piece of the ranch a better 
place, so I push on.  

I usually use regular gardening gloves or heavier, thicker, leather  
“work” gloves I can buy at Lowe’s or Amazon for about $9.00 for 3 pair to 
do chores such as this. I thought I would see if a specialty store might 
have some choices that would be even better so I went to Duluth Trading 
Post in Round Rock. After assessing their entire inventory of gloves, I 
purchased the gauntlet gloves and the Kevlar gloves. The gauntlet gloves 
won hands down in that the leather covering my hand did work pretty 
good. The best part though, was the wrist covering. The Kevlar gloves 
were a sad “no!” as they did little to help. Prickly pricks still managed to 
stab me at least as much or more than the gauntlet type. Somehow, I 
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wonder if there is anything resembling Kevlar in them. If there is, it must 
have been rationed quite well, for I could not tell. I am going to try and 
return that pair.  

I plan to have my botanist back out in the Fall for another look. I was 
excited to learn about an early botanist who collected in Burnet County 
100 years ago, Dr. Mary Sophie Young. She collected Carolina foxtail 
(Alopecurus carolinianus), and I believe her specimen may still be 
available at the wondrous UT Herbarium in Austin.  

 

                     Woolly Distaff Thistle    Carthamus lanatus
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Wooley Distaff in July 2020:  Crispy Critters
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Some of the Apps I love are: 

iNaturalist Available on your computer and on your smart phone, 
this is a great tool to ID plants. When using it, you are also contributing to 
the world wide database of plants, insects, birds and other species. I am 
simply bettysaenz, if you want to look up my observations, many of which 
are on Wolf Creek Ranch. 

Texas Invasives Available on your computer and on your smart 
phone, this is a great tool to learn about and report Invasive Species. 

https://www.texasinvasives.org/ 


