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Little Spotted Kiwi: BY JO MOORE

Giant Wētā: BY BRENDAN DORAN

 

Kārearea (NZ Falcon): BY 

STEVE ATTWOOD 

Kākā egg in nest box: BY KRISTINE ZIPFEL 

Ruru (morepork): BY DIGITRAILS

Kākā: BY JANICE MCKENNA

Want to see our wonderful wildlife within the fringes of 
Wellington? Zealandia is an awesome ecosanctuary for native 

wildlife located in Karori. It is the world's first fully-fenced 
urban ecosanctuary! Since the predator-free fence was first 

constructed in 1999, they have worked to reintroduce 18 species 
of native wildlife back in NZ. It is one of my favourite places to 

go to - you can join as a member and go in as much as you 
want! Every visit there guarantees a sighting of beautiful native 

NZ wildlife. For more, you can check out their website at 
visitzealandia.com, and visit them in Karori.



Tuatara: BY BRENDAN DORAN

Pied shag: BY JUSTINE HALL

Kākāriki: BY CAM HAYES 

Spotted skink release: BY KRISTINE ZIPFEL

Wellington Green Gecko: BY CHRIS HELLIWELL

Saddleback: BY BRENDAN DORAN
Hihi: BY STEVE ATTWOOD



HOW TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

A CHEETAH & A LEOPARD

Look at the pictures above. Are they different species? Yes! Do you know which is which?  

ANSWER: left: cheetah, right: leopard. Did you get it right?? If you didn’t, here are 

some tips on how to tell which is which. 

So now you know the difference! Spread the word: 

cheetahs are NOT leopards!! 

Body shape:  Cheetahs have slim and light bodies for 

running when leopards are slightly fatter and aren’t 

made for running, instead for climbing trees. 

 

Eyes: Cheetahs' eyes have black stripes leading down 

to their nose. Leopards only have faint black dots near 

the eye area. 

 

Tail: Cheetahs' spots change into stripes near the 

end of the tail, but leopards have pretty much the 

same pattern all the way down. 

 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, SPOTS: There's a big 

difference! Cheetah spots are more like spots and 

leopard print has irregular shapes, known as rosettes. 

cheetah

leopard
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Colourful Birds

You probably recognise these  colourful birds!
These birds are from Brazil and they can be

found in the Amazon rainforest.

Scarlet Macaw 

These fascinating creatures are from several countries 
in Asia including China and Korea! But unfortunately for 

females, only the males are colourful!

Mandarin Duck

Also known as the keel billed-toucan, these magnificent 
birds are found in Southern Mexico, Venezuela and 

Colombia. They love to hang around tropical weathers and 
are also very sociable. 

Rainbow-Billed Toucan

These beauties are commonly found in Africa, 
specifically preferring the open woodland and 

savanna.

Lilac-Breasted Roller

There are many kinds of these birds, and although they 
don't all look like this, they are all really beautiful and 

colourful. They choose to live in the most tropical regions 
and are quite shy birds! 

Kingfisher
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Animal Fingerprints!!
Animals have unique 'fingerprints', just like 

us. Here are some of our favourites.

Tiger stripes are unique to each tiger, exactly like a fingerprint. Scientists use their stripes to tell 

individuals apart. Tigers are the biggest big cat, being up to three metres long from nose to tail, 

but they are extremely endangered with just 3,900 tigers left - compared to an estimated 100,000 

in the 1900s. WWF is trying to double the population of tigers by 2022 - the next Chinese Zodiac 

year of the tiger. You can help them out by heading over to panda.org or wwf.org. 

Cheetahs are well known for being the fastest land animal - they can accelerate their speed 

to over 120 km per hour in just a few seconds! Like tigers, and most other animals, the 

mother is the only parent - fathers are never seen by the cubs, and the mother raises her 

cubs until they are old enough to leave her, which is when they are about a year old. She 

can give birth to up to six cubs at a time, and siblings often stay together for a bit to hunt 

once they leave her. Cheetah spots form a unique pattern that is different for every cheetah. 

Whale sharks are the biggest fish in the ocean at over 12 metres long!! (Bigger still, believe it or 

not, is the magnificent blue whale at over 30 metres long - now that’s BIG!!). Despite their 

massive size, they are definitely the gentle giants of the sea and only eat minuscule plankton, 

and humans are able to quietly swim alongside them without fear of being eaten! The spots 

and patches on their backs are unique to each whale, like fingerprints! 

Everyone knows that dogs have an incredible sense of smell. In fact, their sense of smell can 

be almost 10,000 times better than ours! However, did you know that their nose also has 

another use? Believe it or not, their nose prints are unique to each dog, exactly like a 

fingerprint! There are bumps, ridges and dimples make a special print different to any other 

dog - incredibly, apparently "Noseprint ID" is more effective than microchips or collars! Other 

animals that have nose prints unique to each animal include sheep and cats!! 

Dolphins are regarded as one of the smartest animals in the world - they each have their 

own name (as a whistle) and display some of the most intelligent behaviours of any 

animal! Not only are they able to organise complicated hunting strategies and techniques, 

but they are also one of the few animals able to recognise themselves in a mirror. Each 

dolphin has its own special, exclusive dorsal fin - each one is unique to the individual, 

exactly like a human fingerprint!  

Elephants are famous for being big and weighing tonnes and tonnes - but did you 

know that their ears are unique to each elephant, just like a fingerprint? Their ears serve 

a range of purposes, from body heat regulation to communication. However, the 

unusual, personal shape and markings on their ears create a unique pattern that is like 

a human fingerprint!!  
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