
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More content to read in the printed version 

available to purchase at the game 

FAIRFAX PARK, COLLEGE WAY, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 4TZ - Tel: (01278) 446899 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vice Chairman’s 
Welcome… 
On behalf of all of us at Bridgwater Town FC, I am 
pleased to extend a very warm welcome to our 
visitors today, Newport County AFC in this FA Youth 
Cup First Round Proper game. We hope their 
supporters, players and officials all enjoyed an easy 
journey across the bridge and will have a safe journey home.  

We are delighted to have progressed to this stage in such a prestigious competition in 
which, after being given a bye as a result of Keynsham Town’s withdrawal, our talented 
squad have progressed with excellent performances against Bristol Manor Farm, Torquay 
United and Oxford City whose senior sides all play at a higher level in the non-league 
pyramid. 

Newport County AFC will present a further step up in challenge given their experience of 
playing regularly in the EFL Youth Alliance League, but under the guidance of Manager / 
Coach Mo Hopkins and his team we feel sure that the lads will provide tough opposition 
tonight. Should they progress, they will better the achievements of the 2004/05 side who 
reached the same stage we find ourselves at tonight before losing out 3-1 to Bristol City. 

Our u18’s structure supported by our partners Bridgwater & Taunton College, is an 
important and integral part of our ‘player pathway’ as we continue the task of further 
building on the success our senior teams have enjoyed in the past two seasons. 

We have been delighted with the support provided for our lads in this competition and 
hope that those of you attending today will really get behind the squad – it makes a huge 
difference! 

Finally, and wearing my Commercial ‘hat’, if you have connections with any local business 
that might be interested in providing support for the club in any form, be sure to get in 
touch - bobbuckingham@btinternet.com or just call me: 07966 386091. I’ll be delighted 
to hear from you. 

C’mon Bridgy!! 

Bob Buckingham 
Vice Chairman/Commercial Manager 

#betterneverstops  

mailto:bobbuckingham@btinternet.com


PRESS RELEASE from Bridgwater and Taunton College 
21 October 2019 

Team BTC/BTFC 
U18’s set up clash 
vs football League 
club Newport 
County FC 
Team BTC/Bridgwater Town U18’s have made it into the First Round 
Proper of The FA Youth Cup. They will now face EFL League 2 side 
Newport County FC U18’s, after defeating Oxford City FC U18’s in the 
last round 2-0.  

Newport compete in the EFL U18’s Youth Alliance league and is set to be the toughest 
test yet. The previous rounds has seen BTFC U18’s beat Bristol Manor Farm, Torquay Utd 
and most recently Oxford City FC U18’s. You have to go back to the 2004/05 season when 
BTFC U18’s last progressed this far in The FA Youth Cup where coincidently they knocking 
out Newport County in a penalty shoot-out to set up a tie against Bristol City FC.  

The fixture is due to be played on Tuesday 
29th October. The game will be played 
with our partners Bridgwater Town FC on 
their first team pitch with the game 
kicking off at 19:30. Our players are keen 
to get a large crowd down to watch and 
help support them into the next round 
where they would then be one fixture 
away from the Premier League academies 
will enter the competition.  

Mo Hopkins Team BTC Men’s 1 Coach said 
“As a group we're really pleased to beat 
Oxford at Fairfax Park. We felt the game 
went to plan, but obviously would have 
liked to score the second goal a little 



sooner and possibly get a 
third. However Oxford 
played their part in the 
fixture and stay in the 
running. After the initial 
enjoyment of the game 
we're very much 'onto the 
next one' and the 
players will look forward 
to the home tie vs 
Newport County AFC.” 

Team BTC Manager Jamie 
Laird said “It was another 
fantastic game of football 
to watch and a great 
advert for local football and players playing from all areas of the County.  

This is a great opportunity for the local community to come and see this special group of 
youngsters compete against a Football League club where all the pressure will be on their 
academy team. We hope to see as many people down at the game as possible.”  

It would be great to see the local schools and junior football clubs come out in force and 
support the players who are very much part of the Somerset County community. The 
more people at the game the better - supporting the boys onto the next stage.” 

Team BTC is also running two football development days over October Half term on 30th 
and 31st October. If you are a Year 10/11 student and want to get involved with any of 

these development days then please 
follow the link for more information 
and to register.  

https://www.btc.ac.uk/students/sport-
at-btc/sport-development-days/ 

 

 

If you would like more information 
about studying at Bridgwater and 
Taunton  College please contact our 
Information and Guidance team on 
01278 441234 or visit www.btc.ac.uk.  

 

Photos by Debbie Gould (BTFC) 

https://www.btc.ac.uk/students/sport-at-btc/sport-development-days/
https://www.btc.ac.uk/students/sport-at-btc/sport-development-days/
http://www.btc.ac.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We’ve met before… 15 years ago! 
FA Youth Cup 3rd Round Qualifying 
Monday 25th October 2004 

Newport County U18 - 0 
Bridgwater Town U18 - 0 
AET – Bridgwater won 6-5 on penalties 

Its “Bring on Bristol City in the 
First Round Proper” after this 
tense and hard-fought victory in 
South Wales.  

This was the toughest game of the season 
so far for Town’s youngsters as the home 
side put them under severe pressure for 
long spells of the game; and it was evident 
that the Newport lads play together as a 
team on a more regular basis than Town’s 
youngsters and over the game as a whole 
they were arguably the better side - just! 

However, the young Robins kept their 
shape and discipline well and competed 
superbly in every position. Star man for 
Town was goalkeeper Niall Brown - even 
before he made the all-important penalty 
save - who made several excellent stops 
that kept the home side out. 

Vedad Obradovic was outstanding in the 
Town defence, as was Ben Chedgy, while 
Elliot Wood and Ollie Smith competed 
superbly in midfield. And of course, up 
front Matt Shaxton and Nat Pepperell were 
a huge threat to Newport with their pace 
and understanding as a strike partnership. 

To be ultra-critical though, you might say 
that Town did give the ball away too easily 
on too many occasions early on which gave 

Newport the upper hand: but both sides 
created numerous chances during the 
game but both seemed to lack that little bit 
of composure when it came to finishing. 

Newport were very much on top for the 
first hour or so and may have felt they 
were unlucky to have had two goals ruled 
out for offside; but both decisions were 
never in doubt. The longer the game 
progressed, however, the more Town 
came into it and by the end of the ninety 
minutes of normal time Newport were 
hanging on by a whisker. 

The thirty minutes of extra-time were a 
fairly nervous affair but both sides 
continued to carve out chances to break 
the deadlock – but neither did. 

Then came the nerve-racking penalty 
shoot-out. Town went first as each of the 
first ten spot kicks were well converted to 
make in 5-5 and take it to sudden death. 
Town’s sixth penalty was saved: I won’t 
embarrass the taker by naming him (but 
you know who you are David!) but Niall 
Brown saved his blushes by saving a rather 
weak kick from Newport.  

Ben Chedgy stepped up to convert penalty 
number seven: and the travelling thirty or 
so Town fans went wild as Niall Brown 
saved superbly to win the game. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supports The FA 

RESPECT 
Programme 

We ask all players, coaches, 

officials and supporters to 

behave in a manner that 

promotes fair play and respect. 

The Club will not tolerate 

abusive language or unacceptable 

behaviour. We will take 

immediate action and report any 

individual that does not abide by 

this code of conduct. 

We are a football community and 

we all have a responsibility to 

create a fun, safe and enjoyable 

environment in which children 

can learn the game. 

RESPECT 

BTC/BTFC SQUAD 
HARLEY WILKINSON 

GK 20/09/2002 

NOAH KRUSZYNSKI 

CB 02/10/2002 

HARRY MASON 

CB 24/10/2001 

RYAN SANDFORD 

CB 05/02/2002 

LUKE MANLEY 

RB, RM 02/09/2001 

CALLUM WATTS 

CAM, CM 14/02/2002 

JAMES COTTRILL 

CM 15/02/2003 

HARRY PURSER 

CF, LM 14/01/2003 

PAT O'HALLORAN 

CF, RM 27/09/2001 

NOAH COPPIN 

CF, RM 23/10/2001 

HARRY SCOTT 

CM, RM 19/05/2003 

SHEA REED 

CB, RB 13/12/2002 

NATHAN BYRNE 

CM, CAM 08/01/2002 

SULLY MCKENNA 

CM, RM 15 

HARRY DURRANT 

LB, LM 15 

MERSON HAM 

CM, CAM 15 

E&OE - supplied by Team BTC 



Team BTC/BTFC U18                      Season 2019/20 
Sep Mo 02 FAY H Keynsham Town Win awarded – Keynsham Town withdrew 
 Sat 07 LGE H Torquay United W 3-1 McKenna, Watts 2 
 Sat 14 LGE H Salisbury FC W 7-0 Byrne, Coppin 3, McKenna, O’Halloran 2 
 Tue 17 FAY A Bristol Manor Farm W 3-2 Coppin 2, O’Halloran  49 
 Sat 21 LGE A Cirencester Town Win Awarded 
 Sat 28 CUP A BCS United W 14-1 Byrne, Coppin 5, Cottrill, McKenna 3, Plant, 
        Purser, Scott, Watts 
 Mo 30 FAY H Torquay United W 2-1 Coppin, Sandford  69 
Oct Sat 05 LGE H Wimborne Town W 4-3 Mason 2, Scott 2 
 Sat 12 LGE A New College Swindon W 6-0 Coppin 3, Ham, Purser, Scott 
 Tue 15 FAY H Oxford United W 2-0 Watts 2 110 
 Sat 19 LGE A Bath City W 4-2 Coppin 3, Watts 
 Sat 26 CUP H Mangotsfield United W 3-2 Coppin, Cottrill, Scott 
 Tue 29 FAY H Newport County  
Nov Sat 02 LGE A Salisbury FC  
 Sat 09 LGE H BCS United  
 Sat 16 LGE H New College Swindon  
 Sat 23 LGE A Champion Sports Academy 
 Sat 30 LGE H Mangotsfield United 
Dec Sat 07 LGE A Torquay United 
 Sat 14 LGE H Cirencester Town 
 Sat 21   NO GAME 
 Sat 28   NO GAME 
Jan Sat 04   NO GAME 
 Sat 11 CUP H Cirencester Town 
 Sat 18 LGE A BCS United 
 Sat 25   NO GAME 
Feb Sat 01 CUP A Salisbury FC or 
   LGE A Wimborne Town 
 Sat 08 LGE H Bath City 
 Sat 15 LGE H Champion Sports Academy 
 Sat 22 LGE A Mangotsfield United 
 

As at 26/10/19 P W D L F A GD Pts 

1 Bridgwater Town 6 6 0 0 24 6 18 18 

2 Mangotsfield United 5 5 0 0 35 1 34 15 

3 Wimborne Town 7 5 0 2 35 13 22 15 

4 Torquay United 6 3 1 2 24 11 13 10 

5 Champion Sports Academy 6 3 0 3 12 20 -8 9 

6 Bath City 5 2 1 2 16 11 5 7 

7 Cirencester Town 7 2 0 5 14 24 -10 6 

8 Salisbury FC 6 2 0 4 9 25 -16 6 

9 BCS United 6 1 0 5 5 37 -32 3 

10 New College Swindon 6 0 0 6 6 32 -26 0 

Team BTC/BTFC U18 home games kick off at 10:30am 
at Bridgwater & Taunton College Sports Zone 

One League result from Saturday (26/10) 
BCS United 0 - 14 Wimborne Town 



Formed in 1912, the 
club began life in the 
Southern League before 
being invited to become 
founder members of 
the Football League 
Third Division in 1920.  

They failed re-election in 1931, but were 
elected back into the Football League the next 
year. They struggled for the next few seasons, 
but went on to be crowned Third Division 
South champions in 1938/39.  

World War II meant they had to wait until the 
1946/47 season to take their place in the 
Second Division, though they were relegated at 
the end of the campaign.  

Relegated from the Third Division in 1962, 
under the stewardship of Len Ashurst, they 
secured promotion out of the Fourth 
Division in 1979/80 and also won the Welsh 
Cup for the first time during the campaign.  

They reached the quarter-finals of the UEFA 
Cup Winner’s Cup the next year, but went on 
to suffer from financial difficulties in the 1980s; 
a double relegation cost them their Football 
League place by 1988 and the club went out of 
business in February 1989. 

The club reformed but were initially unable to 
play at their home ground at Somerton Park, 
so picked up the nickname of the "Exiles". They 
immediately won the Hellenic League in 
1989/90 and were promoted out of the 
Southern League Midland Division in 1994/95.  

Now playing at Newport Stadium, they were 
relegated from the Premier Division  

in 1997, before winning promotion out of the 
Midland Division again in 1998/99.  

Placed in the Conference South in 2004, they 
went on to be crowned champions in 2009/10  

and after moving into Rodney Parade in 2012, 
they returned to the Football League following 
a 24-year absence after winning the 
Conference National play-off final in 2013. 

YOUTH ACADEMY 
Glyn Jones was appointed director of the 
Newport County Youth Academy in 1997. In 
1998 Newport County established a 
partnership with Newport City Council and the 
club has a youth development programme 
with around 50 students based at Llanwern 
High School. 

The team competes in the Under-18 Football 
League Youth Alliance. A number of the 
academy graduates have progressed to the 
senior squad including Andrew Hughes, Lee 
Evans, Regan Poole, Aaron Collins, Tom Owen-
Evans and Kieran Parselle. 

In the 2001/02 season Newport County's 
youngsters won the English Schools’ Football 
Association under-19 trophy under the banner 
of Hartridge High School. In the 2004/05 
season they won the FAW Youth Cup. 

In May 2014 Glyn Jones was succeeded after 
17 years as academy director by Mike Flynn. In 
2015 the academy organisation was 
restructured to comply to FA requirements and 
in June 2015 Grant Kalahar was appointed to 
the senior role of academy manager. Kalahar 
left the academy at the end of the 2015/16 
season with Byron Anthony appointed 
academy manager.  

Newport County were champions of the 
Football League Youth Alliance in the 2016/17 
season. Byron Anthony resigned in November 
2018 and Stevenage coach Jorden Gibson was 
appointed Newport County Academy Manager 
in June 2019: but he resigned in September 
with Damien Broad now taking over the role. 

From Wikipedia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The first football club to bear the town’s name 
was formed on 28th January 1898 at a meeting 
held at the Cross Rifles public house on Bath 
Road. Bridgwater AFC entered the Somerset 
Senior League, playing at Sydenham House on 
Bath Road, and lifted the Somerset Senior Cup 
in their first full season, beating Yeovil Casuals 
1-0 in the Final played at Wells. Unfortunately, 
the Club was forced to disband in 1901 due to 
lack of support and financial difficulties. 

Two years later, another Bridgwater AFC was 
formed and played for ten years in local 
leagues from their base in the Westonzoyland 
Road area of the town. 1914 saw this club fold 
due to the outbreak of World War One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsure which of the two Bridgwater AFC’s this is? 

1919 saw the birth of local works side Wills 
Athletic who played in local leagues from their 
Victoria Park home. In 1921 they changed their 
name to Bridgwater Town FC and moved to 
Chilton Park from where they played for ten 
further years, winning a few minor honors, 
until football came to an end in the town until 
after World War Two. 

Crown Dynamos, based at the Crown Inn, St 
John Street, were formed in 1946 playing at 
Eastover Park. They played in the Bridgwater & 
District League for a year before progressing 
into the Somerset Senior League - finishing a 
creditable 3rd in 1948. That year also saw the 
Club move to a new venue, Castlefield and 
change its name to Bridgwater Town AFC.  

In season 1949/50 the Club were accepted into 
the Western League Division Two and two fifth 
place finishes were achieved in their first two 
seasons. This was followed up by claiming 
runners-up position in season 1951/52, thus 
gaining promotion to Division One. The Club 
were to remain in the top division of the 
Western League for the next 30 years, winning 
the Western League title twice, in seasons 
1967/68 and 1980/81.  

Season 1982-83 saw the club make the bold 
move up to the Southern League Midland 
Division, but after only two seasons at the 
higher level, and with mounting debts, the club 
went into voluntary liquidation….  

THE END OF AN ERA! 

But like a phoenix from the ashes, Bridgwater 
Town (1984) FC was formed by a loyal band of 
club stalwarts and started life at a new home, 
Fairfax Park, in Division Two of the Somerset 
County League. Unfortunately, with a young 
and inexperienced side relegation followed at 
the end of their first season, but steady 
progression including a hat-trick of Somerset 
County League titles, the Western League 
Division One title and runners-up spot in the 
Western League Premier Division in season 
2006/07 - behind Corsham Town, who couldn’t 

 



be promoted due to issues with their facilities - 
earned the club a place back in the Southern 
Football League, 23 years after the heartbreak 
caused by the demise of the old club.  

The first three seasons back at the higher level 
were fairly successful for ‘The Robins’ with the 
team just missing out on the end of season 
play-offs in 2007/08 (6th) and 2008/09 (7th) 
and missing out on promotion after being 
beaten at home by Cirencester Town after 
extra time in the Play-Off final in 2009/10 after 
finishing the regular season in 3rd place. 
Season 2008/09 also saw the team reach the 
Final of the Southern League Cup losing on 
aggregate to Atherstone Town.  

However, the Club was left reeling with the 
departure of joint managers Craig Laird & Leigh 
Robinson and a mass exodus of players during 
the summer of 2010.  

Seasons 2010/11 and 2011/12 saw the club 
battling at the wrong end of the table under 
the leadership of former reserve team manager 
Rob Dray.  

Another club stalwart Kevin Milsom took 
charge for season 2012/13 and after an 
indifferent start, things looked to be coming 
together by Christmas. Then the wet weather 
caused all sorts of problems for the team who 
eventually had to play 21 league fixtures in just 
57 days! They finished a disappointing 19th. 

In 2014/15 Bridgwater Town FC 1984 finished 
12th in the Evo-Stik South & West League and 
were semi-finalists in the Somerset Premier 
Cup under the management of Richard Fey 
who moved on to Paulton Rovers at the start of 
the 2015/16 season. 

2015/16 saw a new look team under the 
stewardship of former Taunton Town player 
and manager Paul West. Whilst the club 
languished nearer the foot of the 
table, relegation was never a real threat and 
Paul bought and brought through a fantastic 
crop of younger players in a bid to help shape 
the future and ethos of the club. 

Paul's resignation at the end of season 2015/16 
paved the way for the return of former 
manager Craig Laird. At the start of 2017, after 
early exits in the FA Cup (Plymouth Parkway), 
FA Trophy (North Leigh) and with just two 
league victories, Craig chose to further his 
career in the Southern Premier League with 
Dorchester Town and was replaced in the role 
by Phil Hucker. With 6 games of the season 
remaining, Dave Pearse took charge but by 
then, relegation was a certainty, so Bridgwater 
Town began 2017/18 in the Toolstation 
Western League with Dave still in the role 
alongside former Barnstaple joint manager Karl 
Baggaley. 

A solid eighth place in the league along with 
good runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase and a 
narrow Les Phillips Cup semi-final defeat to 
Shepton Mallet was a strong return to Step 5 
and a great platform for the club to kick on. 

Season 2018/19 saw the club remain under the 
stewardship of Dave and Karl. Fourth place in 
the league was achieved with the club only 
losing 5 league games (compared to 16 the 
season before). Unfortunately, the cup 
competitions didn’t bring much success and the 
team were beaten by Cheddar in their first FA 
Cup game and by Exmouth Town at the first 
hurdle in the FA Vase. There was more semi-
final heartbreak in the Les Phillips Cup, Willand 
this time winning a penalty shootout. Jack 
Taylor secured a share of the Toolstation 
League’s Golden Boot by netting 33 goals for 
the club.  

There is much optimism that season 2019/20 
will see the team challenging on all fronts. 
Much of the squad has been retained and with 
some shrewd signings, it looks set to be an 
exciting season. 

The Club also run a reserve side who compete 
in the First Division of the Somerset County 
League. They were Premier League champions 
in seasons 2008/09 and 2009/10. The Under 
18s squad play in the South West Counties 
Youth League. 



 

 
 

 
The Football Association launched The 
FA Youth Cup in 1952, following the 
success of The FA County Youth Cup 
competition which had been set up 
seven years earlier. 

With talented school leavers finding it hard 
to break immediately into senior football, 
The Youth Cup was seen as an ideal 
breeding ground for the football stars of 
the future. 

Initially, many clubs did not have an 
organised youth structure but today all 
clubs, both League and non-League, have 
realised the importance of nurturing future 
talent. Hence the depth and breadth of the 
400-plus entrants. 

To qualify for The Youth Cup, teams must 
play in a Youth League, or equivalent 
competition, and must be fully integrated 
within the main structure of the senior 
club. The players selected must be under 18 

at midnight on 31 August in the current 
season. Players of the calibre of George 
Best, Paul Gascoigne, David Beckham and 
Michael Owen have all played in FA Youth 
Cup-winning sides. 

Manchester United have won The Youth 
Cup a record 10 times, and last lifted the 
trophy in 2011. 

Generally it has been the big clubs with the 
most sophisticated youth set-ups and 
advanced recruitment techniques that 
dominate The Youth Cup’s list of winners. 
Chelsea have been the pre-eminent force of 
late, winning five of the last seven Finals. 

The highest aggregate score for The Final is 
the 9-0 thrashing that West Ham United - 
with Joe Cole and Michael Carrick - handed 
out to Coventry City in 1999. A full house at 
Upton Park saw the rampant Young 
Hammers win the second leg 6-0 before the 
live Sky cameras. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Please note the squads are listed alphabetically and the actual team 
line-ups will be announced and made available before the game 

Team BTC / 
Bridgwater Town 

v 
E&OE 

Newport 
County 

   

Shay Allen   Lewis Bates 

Nathan Byrne   Sioni Benham 

Noah Coppin   Callum Brain 

Harry Durrant   Louis Cirotto 

Merson Ham   Ioan Evans 

Noah Kruszynski   Ruben Fahiya 

Sullivan McKenna   Ryan George 

Lewis Mahdy   Connor Graham 

Luke Manley   Ryan Hillier 

Harry Mason   Dominic Jefferies 

Patrick O’Halloran   Callum Jones 

Gabe Plant   Aneurin Livermore 

Harry Purser   Zack Maher 

Shea Reed   Lewis Twamley 

Ryan Sandford   Ellis Watts 

Harry Scott   Joe Woodwis 

Callum Watts   Tom Wright 

Harley Wilkinson    

    

    

    
    

Mo Hopkins 

Coaching 

Staff 

Declan Flanagan 

Andy Ham Ben Stait 

Niall Carr Jack Rogers  

Jamie Laird Damien Broad  
 

 

Temporary dismissals (sin bins) are NOT in operation tonight 
 

NEXT TEAM BTC/BTFC U18 HOME GAME 

Saturday 09 November v BCS Utd (10.30am)  

Match Officials 

Referee 
Lewis Sandoe (Lymington) 

Assistants 
Jordan Hickey (Taunton) & 
George Gross (Wellington) 

Fourth Official 
John Duffy (Bristol) 

 (Subject to late changes) 


