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Pluralism and SCM From The Associate Director’s 
Perspective
I will likely not have another opportunity to speak to as large a group as tonight, and don’t 
often get the chance to make a public service announcement on behalf of Synagogue Council. 
So, I’m going to take that chance now! Jewish unity or pluralism or whatever descriptive you 
want to give it is not something that’s important in a transitory or temporary way. It’s not 
something that’s “in” right now, or, on the other hand, “not in fashion”. It’s not a mission 
that rotates significance or is in competition with other initiatives like youth programs, adult 
learning, connection to Israel, disability and inclusion, teen engagement, sexual orientation, 
attracting young adults to Judaism, synagogue membership, and the overall goal, Jewish 
continuity. Pluralism IS all of those things, and all of those things fall under the Umbrella of 
Pluralism. Without providing validation and encouragement, and fostering understanding and 
respect for the many ways of being Jewish, our people will fragment into even smaller groups 
than the full Jewish population is now—which is already pretty small. So keeping us together, 
continuing to harvest common ground is the only way for the many important initiatives I 
listed above to flourish. You need strong numbers of participants to have adult learning make 
a difference; you need numbers and inspiring programs, for all types of Jews in order to, for 
example, stir the souls of young people to find themselves Jewishly and then to perhaps affiliate 
with a synagogue or minyan, or to lead a disaffected soul back into the fold with the prospect 
of doing meaningful social action work. To me, Jewish Unity IS the essence Jewish Continuity, 
and this is the sacred work that is done by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts. We 
pursue this both through congregational and individual programming. And no other place 
does it as their whole identity, with all its heart and intention. So, if you agree that Pluralism, 
Klal Yisrael, the Acceptance of Diversity which leads to the kind of Unity that is wide and 
pliable, is of the utmost importance to the Jewish future, you 
will continue and increase your support of SCM, with your 
resources and your feet. Think of this concept as similar to 
being an American citizen; we are as diverse as can be in every 
way, including our views, but most of us are patriots and love 
our country. Every initiative and program is undertaken with 
the objective of making the country stronger and everlasting. 
Please, can we do the same for our Jewish future?

(Adapted from the remarks made by Marilin at the Torch Bearers event 
where she was honored on the occasion of her retirement.)

Marilin Lipman

This act symbolized and 
solemnified our dedication to 
SCM’s community building 
mission and to living out 
the values of unity and 
pluralism that represent the 
Tichnor family’s legacy to 
the organization, and to the 
Jewish community.

Dedicating our 
Hearts

Dedicating the 
Space
This past year marked the 
hiring of a new Executive 
Director, David Bernat, and 
inaugurated a new phase for 
Synagogue Council and its 
work. As one of his first acts, 
Bernat, in a ceremony with 
the full Board, affixed mezuzot 
on the conference room 
doorways in our office space, 
the Alan J. Tichnor Suite.
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Shabbaton
Last year, we partnered with Temple Ohabei Shalom for a Shabbaton whose topic was Disability 
and Inclusion in Jewish Tradition.

New Rabbinic 
Intern
I am Synagogue Council’s rabbinic 
intern—its first!—and I am 
excited to be working with the 
SCM team during the 2016-2017 
academic year. I am in my fifth 
year at Hebrew College Rabbinical 
School in Newton Centre. I chose 
Hebrew College because of its 
commitment to pluralism, and 
it has been a rich experience to 
learn with students from a wide 
variety of Jewish backgrounds. I 
look forward to soon counting 
my classmates as colleagues in our 
joint endeavor to serve the Jewish 
people in these dynamic times, 
as we both shift old paradigms 
and preserve ancient tradition. 
In the same vein, I am also 
looking forward to continuing 
the work with SCM, promoting 
understanding and respect for the 
myriad ways to live an authentic, 
meaningful Jewish life.

My first event with SCM was its 
“Embracing Racial Diversity” 
program in March: Almost 100 
registrants from 40 different 
institutions talked to each other 
and learned from April Baskin, 
Vice President for Audacious 
Hospitality at the Union for 
Reform Judaism. Making our 
organizations truly welcoming 
is an issue close to my heart: We 
must acknowledge the increasing 
complexity of the Jewish 
community—in race, background, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, 
and ability. As a rabbi, I hope to 
work for social justice with Jews 
from myriad backgrounds, and 
ensuring that our institutions 
accurately reflect our communities 
is a key part of that project.

Salem Pearce, Rabbinic Intern

Torch Bearers: Celebrating 
Women’s Leadership 
Our spring Gala, titled Torch Bearers, bringing to mind 
Deborah, the Biblical Judge and Prophet, celebrated 
Women’s achievement.

We honored Carol Clingan for her efforts in Jewish 
Genealogy and the preservation of sacred synagogue objects 
(see description of the Maavar initiative on the next page), 
Linna Ettinger of Temple Emunah, Lexington for her 
leadership in Adult and Early Childhood Education, and 
Arinne Braverman for her successes in student engagement 
and Israel education and advocacy, as Northeastern 
University’s Hillel Director. 

With support from The Ruderman Foundation, we were treated 
to presentations by two leading scholars of Jewish Disability 
Studies, Professor Jeremy Schipper of Temple University and 
Professor Rabbi Julia Watts Belser, Georgetown University, as 
well as UMass Amherst’s Jay Berkovitz, an authority on the 
evolution of Jewish Law.

Carol Clingan Linna Ettinger Arinne Braverman

We also feted our own Marilin Lipman for her 18 years of service to Synagogue Council. Among 
her many contributions has been the spearheading and facilitation of SIACH, a decade strong 
women’s dialogue group committed to Jewish unity and pluralism. The Annual Tribute event was 
punctuated with a Kosher Spanish wine tasting led by Executive Director David Bernat, and an 
inspiring musical performance by Rabbi Jessica Kate Meyer of Romemu, NYC.

Professor Rabbi Julia Watts Belser
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Arnold Zaff

Fred Cohen, PhD

Fred Cohen, PhD, picks up the 
gavel after years of service on 
our board. Fred has also held 
key leadership positions at his 
Synagogue, Temple Shalom 
of Newton, in the Reform 
Movement, and at The Boston 
Lyric Opera. We are honored 
that he is bringing his experience 
and intelligence to SCM’s helm.

This past year, Arnold Zaff 
turned over Synagogue Council’s 
presidency to Fred Cohen. Arnie 
heroically served an extra year 
beyond his term to shepherd a 
successful onboarding of David 
Bernat as Executive Director. 
His strong and steady hand 
on the tiller assured a smooth 
transition for the organization. 
Arnie’s impact on us, and on the 
community, and our gratitude to 
him, is beyond measure.

Presidential 
Transition

Creating Sustainable Synagogues
On Tuesday, January 10th, at Temple Beth David in Westwood we convened a seminar in 
partnership with The Jewish Climate Action Network, Ganei Beantown and Organic Torah.  
The evening’s goal was to provide strategies and resources for congregational leaders committed 
to reducing their carbon footprint and developing eco-Jewish programing.  The event also 
opened a space for those in attendance to network, share ideas and cultivate collaborative 
opportunities.

My House shall be called a House of prayer for all people (Isaiah 56:7)

NEW INITIATIVES

Israel Resources Forum is developing a network 
of lay leaders who are committed to Israel programming, 
education, and advocacy in their Synagogues, providing 
them with tools, and connecting them efficiently with key 
organizations in the Israel arena. Our kick-off event of 
November 6, in partnership with the IAC and the Israeli 
Consulate, brought members from 35 congregations and 
representatives from CJP, JNF, FIDF, the Lappin Foundation, 
and the Jewish Advocate.

Maavar offers a suite 
of services to congregations 
that are closing, merging, 
expanding, or facing other 
major changes. Our first and 
notable success was in finding 
homes for the sacred objects 
from Congregation Tifereth 
Israel in Revere, especially 
the classic carved 1916 Ark 
that was newly dedicated 
on December 2 in the Beit 
Midrash Chapel at Shir Tikva, 
Wayland.
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SCM will be honoring the memory and legacy of

ANITA ZETLAN REDNER z”l

with a major public event and a new and 
ongoing initiative focused on  

Women’s engagement, leadership, and 
mentorship in Jewish communal and 

congregational life. 

Details forthcoming.


