
October 23: Calgary
October 25: Edmonton
October 26: Webinar
October 30: Fort McMurray
November 2: Grande Prairie
November 8: Wrap Up Webinars

Alberta Indigenous Relations

Proposed Métis Consultation Policy



Agenda

Welcome!

Background

Overview of Proposed Approach

Feedback and Q & A

During today’s discussion, please introduce 

your company and/or industry sector when 

you share your comments. Thank you!



Current State for Metis Consultation:

Credible Assertion Process



Credible Assertion Process

• Over the past several years, Alberta has assessed 

claims of consultation by Métis on a case by case 

basis. Alberta assesses whether the assertion is 

sufficiently credible for the purposes of consultation.

• For such an assertion to be deemed credible, an 

organization must provide credible information to 

support the Powley test and to demonstrate that it is the 

authorized representative of the community.

• Assertions are considered on a case-by-case basis.  

• The process, however, is lengthy.



Credible Assertion Process

• To date, no Métis organizations have provided 

Alberta with sufficient information to meet the 

Powley criteria.

• This has caused frustration for Métis 

organizations and has had negative impacts on 

the relationship with Alberta, in addition to 

creating ambiguity for project proponents on 

whom to consult.

• A new and practical approach is needed to 

advance consultation with Metis in Alberta.



Overview of a Proposed 

New Approach to Metis Consultation:

STANDARDS

Must be met by Metis organizations before 

being included for consultation under policy



Standards for Métis Consultation

• Alberta is not considering consultation with all Métis 
organizations.  

• We have heard that you need to know that the organization 
you are consulting is authorized to speak on behalf of the 
community it claims to represent.

• To determine which Metis communities the Policy will apply 
to, and the organization that represents that community for 
the purposes of consultation, is a thorough process. 

• Any organization wishing to be consulted will need to 
complete the same process.

• A Metis organization will need to meet Standards for Metis 
consultation, approved in principle by Government in July 
2018.

• Until the Standards are met, no consultation will be directed 
with that Metis organization.



Standards: Four Elements

1. The Historic Community

2. The Contemporary Community

3. Scope of Activities that Metis Community 
Members Practice on the Landscape

4. Representation and Authorization of the 
members in the Contemporary Metis 
Community.



Standards for Metis Consultation

• We anticipate final  approval of the Standards in late 

2018 and will make decisions on whom to consult 

thereafter. 

• Alberta has an obligation to have an open process so 

that any community that wishes to participate in 

consultation can put in a claim and try to meet the 

Standards. 

• The Standards create a practical way to make decisions 

of which Metis to consult.



Proposed Future State for Metis Consultation:

A Metis Consultation Policy 



Future State: a Metis Consultation Policy

• Indigenous Relations received a Government mandate 

in October 2015 to develop a Métis Consultation Policy 

(“Policy”) to address consultation concerns by Metis 

who are not part of the Metis Settlements.

• A Metis Consultation Policy will help to establish a 

process that improves relationships and facilitates an 

avenue for Métis perspectives in Crown decisions on 

land management and natural resource development.



Intent of a Métis Consultation Policy 

• We understand that proponents want clarity on who to 
consult, when and how. 

• We believe the Métis Consultation Policy will address 
these concerns and provide clarity.

• One of the main points of clarity we can provide is that 
the procedural aspects of consulting with Metis will 
be the same as that of First Nations and Metis 
Settlements. 

• The operational process of how you consult will be 
consistent with that of what we are discussing in 
relation to the First Nations and Metis Settlements 
consultation policy renewals. 



Engagement to Date

• Indigenous Relations engaged with industry and 
municipal stakeholders in October 2017 and April 2018.

• The Metis Consultation Policy was discussed during 
these engagement sessions, although the focus was the 
First Nations and Metis Settlement  consultation policy 
renewals.

• We heard that you want one Metis representative per 
community, that you do not want a proliferation of Metis 
organizations to consult, and you are unsure of impacts 
to your existing agreements.

• We have also been engaging Metis organizations and 
the Metis Nation of Alberta since 2016.



Overview of a Proposed 

New Approach to Metis Consultation:

REGIONAL SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT



Conceptual Regional Approach 

to Métis Consultation

• Concept: Single point of contact per region 

• Considering the 5 Regional communities in central and 

northern Alberta.

• Southern Alberta will not be included.

• What this means for you:

– 1 Region is 1 community.

– 1 single point of contact for each region.

– 1 Record of Consultation per region.

– 1 authorized representative for the region.
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The MNA Regions will 

NOT be the consultation 

areas.

Proposed approach:

Geodata methodology will 

be used to develop 

polygons that define 

where harvesting and 

traditional use activities 

occur within each regional 

community. These 

polygons will become the 

consultation areas.



Conceptual Regional Approach 

to Métis Consultation

• IR has been engaging with Métis on the development of 

the MCP for some time. 

• Through discussions with the Métis Nation of Alberta it 

appears that a regional approach to consultation is 

preferred.

• IR has heard from you that consulting with additional 

Indigenous communities will mean more work and 

expenses.  

• A regional approach could mean that proponents would 

consult with a single point of contact per region. 



How will regional consultation work?

• IR is working with the MNA to discuss how consultation 

could operate at a regional scale, and how Metis locals 

would be included.

–Anticipate regional meetings in the first two weeks of November.

• IR is ensuring that consultation with Metis at a regional 

scale would be aligned with existing consultation 

procedures and processes (Guidelines).

• We hope to have more information for you on how 

consultation processes may work on a regional level at 

the November 8 wrap up webinars.



Capacity

• We are aware of concerns regarding consultation 

capacity, and we are currently seeking government 

direction in this regard.

• Alberta will provide annual capacity funding to Metis that 

have met the Standards and will be consulted under the 

policy.

• We expect government direction soon regarding the 

Enhanced Consultation Capacity Initiative for First 

Nations, Metis Settlements, and Metis.



Timelines

• Anticipated Government decision on the Métis 

Consultation Policy and Standards for Métis 

Consultation: late 2018

• If approved, anticipated implementation of the Métis 

Consultation Policy: mid-2019



Your Feedback 

Standards, Regional Approach, Capacity

Please remember to introduce yourself, your 

company name and sector when offering your 

comments – thank you!



What else would you like Alberta to 

understand and consider, regarding a 

Métis Consultation Policy?



Next Steps



Wrap-up Webinar:

November 8, 2018

Morning: Industry  | Afternoon: Municipalities

Deadline for written submissions: 

extended to November 15, 2018

mcpdevelopment@gov.ab.ca

Anticipated Government decision on the Métis Consultation 
Policy and Standards for Métis Consultation: 

late 2018

If approved, anticipated implementation of the Métis Consultation 
Policy: 

mid-2019



Thank you for your time! We appreciate 

your input and feedback.

Contact us:

mcpdevelopment@gov.ab.ca


