
Meeting of Steering Group on Corporate Governance 
 

Palais des Nations, Geneva, 

26 May 2005, with the beginning of 9.30 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The Round Table on Corporate Governance organized by the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe at the Palais des Nations, Geneva on 9 February 

2005 identified a number of key pressing issues in the area of corporate governance. 

Attended by senior corporate executives, government officials, academia 

representatives and independent experts from more than 40 countries, the Round 

Table focused in particular on corporate management structures, financial 

intermediaries, reporting, independent rating, role of shareholders as well as on 

regulatory environment conducive to good corporate governance practices in the 

UNECE region. 

 

At that occasion, the meeting participants requested the UNECE secretariat to 

establish a steering group on corporate governance which would provide directions to 

the secretariat regarding the future directions of work in this area, maintain an 

effective interface with 55 UNECE governments to make sure that the key corporate 

issues considered by the UNECE could have a tangible impact on the corporate 

governance theory and practice in the foreseeable future.  In addition, the meeting 

participants asked the secretariat to consider alternative options for the preparation of 

the Round Table on Corporate Governance in 2006 including the choice of the key 

issues and possible institutional partners. 

 

In the aforementioned framework, the UNECE secretariat has prepared the 

forthcoming Steering Group Meeting to be held in Salle F-3, at the Palais des Nations, 

Geneva on 26 May 2005. 

 

 

Provisional Agenda 

 

9.30 - 9.45  Opening and welcome statement 

 

By Mr. Bruce Kogut, Professor, INSEAD, Fontenbleau, France and Chairman of the 

UNECE Round Table on Corporate Governance, and George Kowalski, Director, 

Industrial Restructuring, Energy and Enterprise Development Division, UNECE, 

Geneva 

 

9.45 – 10.30  Structure and operations of the Steering Group 

 

Introduction by Mr. Sead Vilogorac, Head, Industrial Restructuring and Enterprise 

Development, UNECE, Geneva 

 

The participants at the meeting will consider the size of the Steering Group, election 

of its officers and its method of work. 

 



10.30 – 11.30        Corporate governance issues for the UNECE programme of work  

 

The Steering Group should address the selection of key corporate governance issues 

to be included in the UNECE future work. 

 

Mr. Bruce Kogut will be asked to provide an introduction to this agenda item.  

 

11.30 – 12.30        Organization of the UNECE Round Table on Corporate  

       Governance, February 2006, Geneva 

 

In order to prepare the next UNECE Round Table on Corporate Governance, to be 

held in February 2006, Geneva, the Steering Group should decide on the Round Table 

focus and potential institutional partner(s) for its organization. Among a variety of 

issues addressed during the this year’s session,  the Group should select one or two of 

those which should be subject of a closer examination in February 2006.  The 

selection should be based on the following criteria: relevance of the issue for the 

advancement of good corporate governance, urgency in dealing with identified issue, 

potential benefit from related advancement to the UNECE member states and its 

corporate sector and available expertise in the UNECE network which currently 

comprises senior corporate executives, senior government officials, academia 

representatives and independent experts 

 

12.30 – 12.50        Other matters arising from the UNECE programme of work  

       related to corporate governance 

 

The UNECE secretariat will open for discussion several important matters related to 

the UNECE programme of work on corporate governance such as possible 

preparation of surveys, studies and publications; financial support; and distribution of 

work among the UNECE constituency if the future activities. 

 

12.50 – 13.00        Conclusion 

 

By Mr. Bruce Kogut, Professor, INSEAD, Fontenbleau, France and Chairman of the 

UNECE Round Table on Corporate Governance, and George Kowalski, Director, 

Industrial Restructuring, Energy and Enterprise Development Division, UNECE, 

Geneva 

 

 

Organizational matters 

 

The meeting will take place at Salle F-3, third floor, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 

Switzerland on Thursday 26 May 2005. Registration in advance for the meeting is 

required. Please fill in the attached registration form and return it to us before 20 May 

2005. 

 

Each participant is kindly requested to make his own travel and hotel arrangements in 

Geneva.   

 


