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Every Homeschooling 
Family is Unique, Your 
Homeschooling style  
will be unique too. 



Our Reasons for Homeschooling 
 

Always keep your goals and vision for your family  
at the heart of your  homeschool. 

 
Before you go any further in this book, you need to write down your goals!  

When you read homeschooling books by other moms, it can be easy to 
“try to be like someone else” and forget why YOU want to homeschool. 

 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 





“When we search for new  
information, and discover it, we 
are more likely to remember it. 

When we are forced to learn new 
information, that we don’t care 
about, we will automatically  

forget it.”  



PART ONE 
The Five Keys to Learning 

 
Curiosity, Quest, 

Discovery, 
Sharing & Creating 

 
By: Sarah Janisse Brown  

 



FIVE KEYS  
To Learning 



What are the FIVE KEYS  
To learning, remembering and applying knowl-

edge?  
 

Traditional methods of teaching children with desks, textbooks and quizzes re-
volve around a teacher’s need to control 25 to 30 children all at once.  What a 
difficult task! It is impossible to teach the way children learn in a classroom, but 
at home it’s easy!  If children cannot learn the way we teach, we must teach the 
way they learn! 

 
1. The first key to learning is a spark of curiosity.  
 
2. The second key is a quest for knowledge and information in-
spired by curiosity. 
 
3. The third key is the emotion of discovery. 
 
4. The fourth key to learning and remembering is the spontane-
ous sharing of one’s discovery.   
 
5. The fifth key to learning is the creation of something new! It 
takes knowledge, passion, skills and understanding to do this!  

 
This is how all people learn.  No flash cards, no grades, no tests, no rewards, 
or punishments are involved in true learning.  We easily learn what we desire to 
know.  



ONE. 

Curiosity 



 
The first key to learning  
is a spark of curiosity.  

 
List three things that recently sparked YOUR curiosity: 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
 
List three things that recently sparked your child’s curiosity: 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
What did you do to help yourself learn about the things you 
wanted to know? 
 
 
 



TWO. 

Quest 



The second key is a quest for knowledge and 
information inspired by curiosity. 

 
List three methods of learning that YOU use when you want to ac-
quire new skills or knowledge: 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Learning should be a quest.  
 
When we search for new information, and discover it, we are more 
likely to remember it.  When we are forced to learn new information, 
that we don’t care about, we will automatically forget it.  The brain 
only creates strong pathways to meaningful information, and dumps 
the things that seem unimportant. So how should we help our chil-
dren to learn in a meaningful way? 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 
 



THREE. 
Emotion & 
Discovery 



 
The Third key is the Emotion of Discovery. 

 

When we are searching for something and we find it, we 
have a joyful moment of discovery!  This feeling of joy that 
rises up in our hearts, when we reach our goal, makes the 
moment of discovery memorable. Joy helps us to remember 
important things. Laugh and you will remember! 
  
All emotions help us to create strong mental pathways for 
information.  Textbooks are not emotional. This is why kids 
forget 90% of the information in them!  
 
Think about how to encourage true feelings when a child is 
learning about something new.  Joy is not the only emotion 
that triggers memory retention. All emotions are important 
- joy, sadness, anger, disgust, pain, fear, and wonder. 
 

 



NOTES: 
 



 

When learning about history, you will find that dramatic survival 
stories and movies help us to feel (and remember) what the people 
felt during the past. When learning about science, we can delight 
in snowflakes and rose buds. Music brings joy. Funny stories are 
unforgettable. The pain of loss or injury are naturally very power-
ful.  
 
When a child is discovering new information, try to help them to 
learn in an emotional way so they will have a stronger memory of 
the information.  Toss out learning materials that are lifeless and 
dull; they are not worth the time and investment.  If you must use 
dull learning materials, play happy music in the background, add 
colors to the worksheets, and eat a yummy snack, the emotional 
stimulation will spark memory.  If your child is bored and dreads  
school time, something is wrong with the method. 
 
 
1. Learning is meaningful when…  
2. We tend to forget things that are… 
3. If we are excited about something we discovered, we will... 



FOUR. 
SHARING 



The fourth key to truly learning  
and remembering is the  

spontaneous SHARING of one’s discovery!  
 

LIKE!      
 

Comment!     
 

SHARE!    
 

PIN!  
 

Tweet! 
 

Blog! 
 

We share what makes us... 
 



WHY SHOULD WE SHARE? 
When your children make great “educational”  
discoveries they NEED to communicate it too!  

Maybe they can... 
 

CLICK! LIKE! Comment! SHARE! PIN! Tweet! 
 

Show your children how YOU tell your 
friends, family and the world about the 
things that are important to you!  
 
You do not have to use the internet to 
help your children to communicate what 
they are learning,  but that’s how the 
world works.  So let your child take  
selfies with his art and science projects 
and show them to the world… or grandma.   
 

 
 

 
 



Tips for Sharing at Home: 
 
The best way for children to communicate what they are learn-
ing is to talk about it at the family meal table! Ask questions 
at breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
 
Display your child’s work and art around the house.  Dad, sib-
lings, grandparents, and friends should see what the child is 
“working on”.  Hang it up and show it off!  This motivates kids, 
and makes them feel like their work is important! Hang up the 
good and bad - to give your child a reason to make it all good. 

 



FIVE. 
Creativity 



  The fifth key to learning is  
the creation of something new!  

 

The highest form of learning is creating. Creativity is a sign of 
true intelligence. Creating something requires us to use our skills, 
knowledge and ideas.   
 
First we look, next we copy, then we practice, and finally we  
create. This is the  pathway to mastery.   
 
Little children are great creators, until they are told to follow the 
instructions, and do only as they are told. Instead of valuing 
creativity, which is the highest form of learning, we value the 
memorization of facts - a lower form of learning that can be 
measured by testing. 
 
List three creative things that you and your children enjoy doing: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
These activities may be the most important activities going on in 
your house!   
 
 
 
 

 



Making creativity an important  
part of education 

 
 
There is very little room for creativity in a   traditional 
classroom.     Creativity cannot be tested, like math facts 
and spelling words.  Creativity is expressed in unique ways.  
 
It’s hard to be creative in school because the goal of tra-
ditional education is to make everyone the same and to im-
part a common core of information to all.   
 

NOTES: 
_________________________________







 
 



There will be millions of students growing up with a 
common core of knowledge, skills and information. They will all 
be competing on the same level for the same types of jobs.  
They are being prepared to be good employees for the work-
force.  
 
Schools are designed to train 
people to do as they are told, 
and not rock the boat.  They 
are not really learning to be 
creative in class.  They are not 
being prepared to be entrepre-
neurs, thinkers, designers or 
developers.   
 
Most people associate creativ-
ity with art, but creativity is 
the mother of innovation and 
the father of invention. 



Creative Kids Can… 
 

Creative kids can be creative when learning all these subjects: 
Writing, science, cultural studies, volunteering, history, spell-
ing, economics, homemaking skills, music, and even math!   
 
In schools creativity is only encouraged in art class, but even 
in art class students are often told exactly how to draw a 
bowl of fruit or sculpt a proper pot.  If a school has a tight 
budget, art is the first class to be eliminated.  
 
 
At home you have an amazing opportunity to help your child 
become one in a million!  Raise up a man or woman who can 
think, create, design, develop new ideas, and develop important 
skills before they leave the nest.  Teach them the value of  
innovation, hard work, effort, faithfulness, honesty,  trial and 
error.  Do this and they will be ahead of the class in many 
facets of life.  
 
 



Encourage Creativity!  



Make Creativity an Important  
Part of your Homeschool. 

 
You do not need to be a “creative person”  

to encourage your children to create. 
 

Here are some ways we can make creativity, innovation, design 
and invention part of our school day: 
 
 Allow them to draw pictures to answer questions. 
 Make time for creative writing, journaling and storytelling, 

don’t worry about spelling and grammar when they are be-
ing creative, it will shut them down.  

 Make an illustrated Timeline of World History and do sci-
ence experiments. 

 Give your children the materials to create real books  and 
scrapbooks about topics they are researching. 

 Go to the library and let your child create a learning plan 
based on his interest. Use a Do-It-Yourself Homeschool 
Journal to help your child get organized while still being 
creative. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Notes: 



More Creative Ideas 

 Help your children make their own websites about a topic they 
love.  Use weebbly.com or wix.com, these platforms are free 
and easy to use. 

 Provide your child with art supplies, tools, science gear and 
let them in the kitchen. 

 Kids need time to create, so don’t make the schedule so tight 
and so full that there is no room to think, tinker and experi-
ment.  

 Turn off the TV and unplug the devices.  A great way to 
spark creativity is to let the child become bored.  When they 
want something to do, encourage them to make something. 

 Value their creativity and innovation, and be creative yourself!  
 
 
 
 



NOTES: 














Notes: 



PART TWO 
 

The Five Learning  
Languages:  

Detectives, Creators,  
Followers,  Friends & Explorers 

 
By: Sarah Janisse Brown  



The Five Learning Languages:  
Detectives, Creators, Followers, 

 Friends & Explorers 
 

You may not know how to discover your child's optimal 
learning environment.  You may not understand your child's 
learning style,  but figuring out how your child learns is 
easier than you think! Just watch him or her PLAY!  By 
watching your child play with Legos you can discover a lot 
about your child's learning style and learning language! 

I've found that most kids have a dominant learning lan-
guage. There are five of these styles or ‘types' of learners. 
You can understand what your child's learning language is 
by observing the way he or she plays with, cares for, and 
uses his or her Legos! 



The FIVE Learning Languages include Detectives, 
Creators,  Followers, Friends, and Explorers. 

Did you know that mainstream education most com-
monly pushes children towards only one of these per-
sonalities? The traditional educational mold wants to 
make them into a Follower. 

It should be no surprise that many kids fight with 
these learning methods because they can't understand 
or enjoy such a style of learning. Once you understand 
how your child 
naturally relates to 
learning, you can 
give them the right 
tools, the right 
education, and the 
most efficient help. 



To learn what brings your child joy and interest, all 
you need to do is watch him or her play.  

When he is learning something new, what motivates 
him to dig deeper? 

It is hard to discover a child's learning language by 
the way they approach their school work. Why? Most 
schoolwork is geared toward one type of learner, the 
Follower. When something is only geared towards 
one type of learner, they will have little freedom to 
allow their other intuitions to shine. 

I have found that Legos give kids freedom to be who 
they were meant to be. You should be able to really 
see their true colors shine when they play with them, 
sort them, collect them, and build with them. 



I will explain each of 
the learning languages 
that I have observed in 
homeschooled children. 

 I have ten children of 
my own, and have 
worked with thousands 
of homeschoolers who 
are gifted or have 
learning challenges over 
the past 10 years. 



If your child is in school, or your homeschooling 
methods have been used to make the child into a 
Follower, you may need to remember what they 
were like when they were 3 to 5 years old. It's 
not a bad thing to be a Follower, if you are a 
Follower in your heart. Followers actually enjoy 
school, but if your child resists normal school-
work, he might speak one of the other 4 learning 
languages. 

I call it a “learning language," because we often 
only understand our own language, or the one we 
grew up with. We are all parenting unique chil-
dren with unique needs, and we need to seek to 
understand how each child learns best. Once we 
learn their language we can change the way we 
teach them and we will be able to see and appre-
ciate their amazing abilities. 





1. Detectives 
Detectives are full of 
questions and love to 
research. They love    
libraries, computers, 
mysteries and quests. 
They take things apart. 
They want answers, they 
want to know “WHAT" 
happened and “WHAT" 
things are made of. They 
ask a lot of ques-
tions and spend a lot of 
time digging deep. 

 

 



Lego Play 

Detectives are serious about their Legos. They know ex-
actly what sets they want, they have collections, they 
keep the boxes and the instructions in a safe place. When 
they start working on a kit they will not want to be in-
terrupted. The world ends when a piece is lost. They like 
to display their completed work in a special place and 
want it to look exactly like it does on the box.  

They want to keep everything as organ-
ized as possible. They may sort all the 
spare parts into small boxes, or keep eve-
rything sorted according to the kit. Eve-
ryone in the house should know not to 
touch their Legos. 



Learning Tips 

They may want to know everything they can about a par-
ticular topic and may have one dominating interest for 
months or even years. Find out what topics the Detective 
wants to study and encourage them to get the books, 
tools and resources they need to study every detail. 
These students enjoy science projects. I have found that 
they are often interested in wildlife, cats, reptiles and 
dinosaurs. 

They may be very protective of their knowledge and not 
want to open up about what they are researching, it can 
be very personal. On the other hand, they may be very 
proud of their knowledge, to the point that it is all they 
talk about. 

 



They often know what they want to be when they grow 
up by the time they are seven or eight, so be sure to 
help them learn everything they want to know about that 
career. Be willing to do whatever you can to help the 
child immerse in the subjects they want to study. They 
are capable of becoming an expert at a young age. 

Many kids with Asperger's are also Detectives. 



2. Creators 
These are the kids that are always doing something inven-
tive, artistic or new. They want to figure out “HOW" to do 
things and how things are made. They are hands-on learn-
ers, and do everything in their own way. They learn best 
when they have freedom to be creative. They can be messy, 
active, and innovative. Sometimes they will disappear into 
their own world only to appear later to show you their new 
invention or artwork. They have vast imaginations, and of-
ten think in pictures. They may be interested in taming or 
training animals. They think outside the box, and are not 
interested in doing anything without visible results. 





Lego Play 

When creators play with Legos they tend to come up with 
their own amazing designs. They may start to build some-
thing from a kit, but by the time they finish they have 
added so many new features that it looks nothing like the 
picture on the box.  

They have a crazy way of organizing their Legos, they may 
sort by type, color, or size into lots of small containers, 
only to end up dumping everything out 
30 minutes later in search of some-
thing they need. They enjoy having a 
workspace where they can spread eve-
rything out, their Lego table may look 
like a war zone, but take a second 
look and you will see a masterpiece 
rising from the chaos. 

 



Learning Tips 

They learn best when they are making something, or 
working with their hands. They learn with the goal of do-
ing something with the knowledge immediately.  

They love watching tutorials, performances, and live dem-
onstrations and they copy what they have learned adding 
their own innovative ideas to the project. They love the 
arts, and may be good 
at sports, music or 
dancing. They often 
learn to read later than 
others, but are very tal-
ented! 

Kids with Dyslexia are 
often amazing Creators. 



3. Followers 
They learn by following instructions, copying, watching the 
teacher or parent and doing what they are told. They are 
the kids that like recipes, kits, desks, and workbooks. They 
tend to do well in a classroom setting. Teachers love them. 
They want to follow the instructions! They are eager to 
learn for the sake of pleasing the people they love and   
respect. They are not likely to ask “Why do I need to learn 
this?" They just want to pass the test. They focus on the 
process of learning more than the results or product.  

 
Followers may become very discouraged when they fail to 
get a good grade or pass a test. They want to please. They 
may not naturally “think outside the box". They like work-
ing in a quiet setting but are often content in a classroom 
setting.  



This child just wants a good grade, and approval. A good 
score is enough of a motivation to do well in school. 
They don't need to actually accomplish something more 
to be happy. They listen well, make good students and 
good employees. 



Lego Play 

When Followers play with Legos, they will take their 
time to follow the instructions, they love building kits, 
and may build the same kit over and over. They may 
need some help to understand how to put things to-
gether, and love watching other people build things.  

Sometimes they can’t imagine 
making anything else with the 
same parts that are used for 
one of the kits. They want the 
kits to look like it does in the 
picture, and once they learn to 
use the instructions they really 
enjoy the process of building, 
and showing off the finished 

work. 



Learning Tips 

They are interested in time, history, numbers, lists, 
scores, interesting literature, and charts. They may be 
very good at math and reading. They often go with the 
flow, and may seem to have no serious interests, you will 
need to help them to develop real skills that they will 
need in the world. They are clock watchers. They want 
to know what time it is.  

They want to 
know “WHEN" 
something hap-
pened or when 
something will 
happen in the 
future. They are 
planners. 



4. Friends 
“Read to me! Play with me! Look at me!" They want to 
do things together and they learn best when having fun. 
They like to have a lot of conversation.  

Learning is very social. They are very interested in people 
and want to know “WHO" did this or that. They like to 
snack, chat and talk about what they are learning, and 
they tend to enjoy watching “educational shows" with 
friends and family. 

With friends 
learning may     
revolve around a 
cup of tea, board 
games or a rowdy 
playtime. 

 





Lego Play 

When Friends play with Legos they are very social 
about it. They will give the little people names, 
families, pets, and homes. The little people are the 
focus of their play. They enjoy role playing, making 
up stories, and they love involving friends in their 
play.  

They love playing with someone who 
likes to do the building so they can 
get on with playing with the finished 
items. They may want mom or dad 
to build it all, so they can have 
everything ready for play. They love 
to set up towns, cities, stores and 
homes. 



Learning Tips 

Friends enjoy taking lessons and respond well to 
one on one instruction from someone they admire. 
They like social studies, but may not call it that, 
they are just very curious about people. They en-
joy pets. They enjoy teaching others about what 
they are learning. They can't focus long on tasks 
if they are working alone. Their 
learning will look quite a lot like 
their play. They learn best by do-
ing projects together and reading 
together. They want to share 
what they are learning and care 
about relationships. 



5. Explorers 
They want to go somewhere and do something. They 
learn best through experience and discovery. They are 
full of ideas. The may be impulsive and willing to take 
risks. They want to know “WHERE" to go and what to 
do. They often want a dog or horse as a pet, so they 
can go places with their animal.  

They love zoos, parks, caves, stores, museums and just 
want to go places with you. It's easy to make 
“everything educational" with these kids. These kids 
are adventurous and want the freedom to do things 
their own way. They want to take charge and like to 
lead. They crave NEW experiences. 





Lego Play 

Explorers love Legos and always want a new set. Their 
Legos are all over the place. In the yard, on the floor, 
in the bath, they take their Lego creations on adven-
tures. They love making things with wheels, and love 
transportation oriented kits.  

They may build something from a kit, and then lose half 
the set. There is a good chance 
that the kit is never finished 
unless someone helps, because 
they were only interested in a 
certain part of the kit, not the 
whole thing.  

Everything eventually ends up 
in a big bin, after mom sees to 
it that it all gets cleaned up. 



Learning Tips 

Geography, Space and Travel are good subjects for these 
students - especially if they actually get to go somewhere 
or plan a trip. They are often interested in many different 
things and can quickly move from one subject to another. If 
life isn't interesting enough for them, they will get sucked 
into video games and TV to satisfy their craving for adven-
ture. Find out what topics the Explorer wants to learn 
about, and create a learning plan based on their interests. 

Be ready to move on to the next thing when the Explorer 
wants to learn something new. 
Learning lots of new things 
brings the Explorer so much joy. 
Explorers who are forced to 
learn like Followers will often 
show symptoms of ADHD. 



Don't expect to see just one    
learning language! 

Does your child have a combination of TWO learning lan-
guages?  In the same way that yellow and blue make 
green  - A combination of two learning languages makes a 
whole new one!  
 
For example, a Follower and an Explorer make a Naviga-
tor.  A Creator and Follower may make a Designer. A fol-
lower and Creator my be an Actor or Animator.  A Fol-
lower and Detective might be a Professor!  

Just ask your child what he or she wants to be when they 
grow up, and that will give you a good clue about your 
child’s optimum learning language!  

Another way to discover your child’s learning language is 
to take them to the library to pick out their own school 
books with a Thinking Tree Homeschooling Journal. 

 





Our Learning Languages  









Notes: 



PART THREE 
 

Customizing  
A Homeschooling Plan  
To Meet the needs of your 

Unique Family 
 

By: Sarah Janisse Brown  



What are the unique needs  
of our children?  

What are their strengths and weaknesses? 
 

Always keep your child’s strengths and talents at the 
center of your homeschool.  It is tempting to try to focus 
on their problems, but they will thrive in EVERY subject 

when you focus on the good things! 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 





THINKING TIME 
 

What are our goals for our children? 
 

Always keep your goals and vision for your child’s  
future at the heart of your homeschool. 

 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 





What are our child’s interests and gifts?  
 

If your child has a passion for a certain topic or wants to 
learn a new skill encourage them!  Space, horses, dino-
saurs, dogs, music, Legos, weapons, castles, superheroes, 
inventions, crafts, money and food are often popular topics 
among children.   
 
Think of all the math, science, language arts, history,  
spelling, creative writing, copywork, and art involved in all 
these fun and interesting subjects!   
 
Helping your children to be life-time learners who know 
how to research is one of the most important roles we 
have as parents.  Start with the things they are already 
interested in, and help them develop their talents. 

 
 



Talents, Interests & Gifts:: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 



You are not limited to desks,  
textbook and chalkboards.  

 

You could use educational movies, tutorials, documentaries 
and online videos to become an expert on almost any sub-
ject.  Your child can too! You can learn earth science by 
exploring the actual earth, instead of looking at photos in a 
textbook.  You can play games like Monopoly to learn math 
or scrabble to learn spelling.  
 
You can teach many skills in the kitchen, with cook books 
and measuring cups! You can take field trips to real places 
where real people create things, fix things and research 
things.  You can learn about animals by owning pets or by 
volunteering at a farm.  You can set your child free to pick 
out a big stack of library books about his or her favorite 
topics.   

 



 
List ten ways to learn without  
the restrictions of a classroom.  

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 



The way you homeschool changes  
with the seasons.  

 

Think of educational activities for each season of the year.  
Spring, summer, winter, fall - homeschooling sets you free 
to enjoy them all! 

 
 





 

80 

Life is full of surprises!  
What is on your plate? 

 

New babies, new jobs, new places, sickness, busy seasons, 
learning challenges, broken arms, budgeting limitations, and 
messy houses waiting years for a spring cleaning.  
 
We sometimes fear that we will not be able to focus on 
schooling like we should when life is in transition.   
 
Embrace the change as an  
opportunity to teach the  
children important life lessons, 
character, skills, and flexibility.  
 
Real life is happening all around 
you, and real life is the best 
preparation for your child’s 
future. 

 



What is happening in your life? 



Ideas: 



NOTES: 






















Plans: 



NOTES: 






















Books to Buy: 



NOTES: 






















Field Trip Ideas: 



NOTES: 
























PART FOur 
 

Homeschooling 
from A to Z 

 
By Lynne’ Sleiman  

 

TheIdeaBook.Blogspot.com 
 

Photos - Brown Family  
Homeschooling Moments 

 



A -  Admire.  I have heard it said that what our kids need from 
us the most is to simply admire what they do.  Appreciate them 
as people and what they are accomplishing. 
 
B - Baby steps.  Too often, I am so close to my kids as their 
mom AND teacher that I don't see progress like someone who 
doesn't see them at every moment.  Embracing baby steps in 

what I teach them and in how they grow 
and for myself as I build good habits is 
crucial for me.  I am too often discour-
aged if I don't remember this important 
bit of advice. 
 
C -  Curiosity.  Being curious about things 
myself has often been the best moments 
of learning.  Even if my girls aren't curi-
ous about what I'm interested in, they 
see me learning, and I can see that in-
spires them, and it helps them want to 
follow their own curiosity.  





 D - Design.   As moms, sometimes we forget that we can 
design the atmosphere in our homes that we want.  Yes, we 
have to take into account obligations and needs of the fam-
ily and school for our kids (for any type of school we choose 
for them), but it is too easy to get caught up in all the 
needs and rush and get swept away and forget that we are 
the ones that get to design the atmosphere 
in our homes and schedules. We CAN say 
“no" to those things that cause stress or 
don't work for our family. 
 
E - Energize.  What do you need to do to 
recharge?  Most moms (all?) are low on en-
ergy and finding time alone or doing other 
things we need to recharge is difficult, but 
not impossible! If we aren't taking care of 
ourselves, we can't take care of the people 
around us.  The dust and dirty floor aren't a 
priority over your own physical and mental 
health! 
 





F - Freedom.  The thing that I valued most about being 
homeschooled and what I still value for my own kids is having 
the freedom in our days to follow our own routines and inter-
ests and to be spontaneous. People who start out homeschool-
ing (me included) can get caught up in “what is this supposed 
to look like" rather than focusing on the needs of our family 
and kids and feeling that freedom to do what WE need rather 
than what other people think is important that doesn't end up 
working for us. 
 
G - Grace.  Grace means undeserved favor.  How often do we 
need someone to love us or care about us when we are NOT 
lovable at the moment?  As home educators and moms, we es-
pecially need to remember this as we teach our children.  Kids 
can begin to feel that they have to have everything perfect for 
us to be happy with them (in their school or in chores) and re-
membering to actively show them that they are loved and ap-
preciated by us, no matter what, is possibly the most important 
thing we can do for our kids. 
 
 





H - Hungry.  Almost always when the kids (or me) are cranky 
or unable to focus, it's a sign that food needs to happen.  Kids 
can ask for food when they are bored as well, but for the most 
part, it is amazing to see how a meal or snack can make an 
otherwise boring or tedious assignment more enjoyable.  Our 
best times of learning seem to be right after a meal or when 
baking is involved. 
 
 I - Interest.  Following an interest is the best way to learn 
something!  This is true for children and adults.  If we are in-
terested in something, then we can learn 
about it!  Our minds want to soak it in, 
and remember when our curiosity is 
sparked and an interest grows.  Kids don't 
always know what they are interested in 
when you ask them (or they don't think 
what they are interested in would be ap-
proved of so they won't say) so it's our 
job to observe and not criticize the 
things they are interested in!  





J - Juggle.  Being a mother, whether you stay home, work, 
homeschool, take your kids to a school or whatever you do, seems 
to inevitably turn into a giant juggling act.  Do you know that 
when you juggle for real, you don't look at each ball as they 
move?  You actually can't.  You have to focus on the point in 
space where the highest arc is in their path.  Yes, we might need 
to make meals and clean and run a home business and teach our 
kids and be a good friend and be a part of our community, etc, 
but stop for a minute and think about what you value.  What is 
truly important to you?  Focus on that point as what you juggle 
goes up and down.  We can't do it all, every day, all at once.  All 
the balls can't be in the air all at the same time and we shouldn't 
expect that. 
 
K- Kindness.  People don't seem to value being kind to one an-
other in our culture, but when you are with your kids 24/7, you 
really notice when kindness goes out the window and fighting 
starts. Model kindness to your children, and respect their posses-
sions. Watch how you talk to them or about other people, and 
hopefully the atmosphere in your home will be more enjoyable for 
everyone. 





L — Look. Look at your beautiful children and take the time 
to actually watch them and enjoy the moment rather than 
rushing or being distracted.   
 
M - Memories.  Taking pictures or scrapbooking or writing 
funny quotes by your kids can start to feel like just something 
else on the already huge list to-do, but however you choose 
to record your memories, it's really important to do so!  As 
mothers often are told, “They grow up 
so fast."  And they do.  Capture the 
memories of those special little everyday 
things, and it will not only help you ap-
preciate the moment and focus on why 
we do what we do, but give you some-
thing to look back on as well.  
 

N - Notice.  When I start feeling 
stressed or can't see the forest for the 
trees, it helps me when I slow down, un-
plug, and notice what is around 
me.  Notice the small things that I can 
appreciate or that make me happy.   





O - Organize.  I've talked a lot about organizing on my blog in the 
past because I'm so often trying to get better at this part of my 
life.  It is important and is something we can always get better at, 
but organizing and schedules can turn into an idol for moms espe-
cially. We can have this illusion that if we just could be more or-
ganized or reach this ideological ideal, then our lives would be 
easier. There can even be the underlying thought that if I could 
reach this certain ideal, then my kids will turn out well.  The truth 
is that we cannot replace Jesus and God's grace in our lives with 
our own works.  Yes, strive to be more organized and value those 
ideals that you have, but don't expect them to save you - or your 
children. 
 
 P - Peaches.  Because.. well, peaches.  They are just good and 
tasty and can turn into an adventure to take the kids to a farm 
to buy or pick.  Really, whatever is in season and what you enjoy 
is the point. Going to a blueberry farm or growing your own veg-
gies or buying that fruit that you've never tried and YouTubing 
how to prepare it can be such a fun memorable time for everyone!  





 Q - Quit.  Don't quit what's good but DO quit the 
bad!  Seriously, if it's not working, if that book is torture, if that 
scheduled activity or class is stressing everyone out, just 
quit!  There is too much that we could do that would work great 
to spend time on the stuff that we hate. 
 
R - Read aloud.  I've heard so often about how important reading 
to your kids is and to not stop reading to them even when they 
can read on their own! But my advice doesn't come from the sci-
ence of it or the impersonal recommendations, but from my own 
memories. Hearing my Mom read was by far the most influential 
part of my school.  I wanted to read aloud as 
well as she did!  I wasn't great at it either, 
and as a teen, I practiced reading aloud on my 
own because I wanted to be as skilled at it as 
my mom was.  Plan silly putty or drawing for 
your kids while you read aloud so the wiggly 
ones don't drive you crazy.  If you really don't 
like reading aloud, then you can all listen to 
books on CD together!   





S - Surprise.  Often, our goal is to create a school and a 
home routine that works smoothly and is predictable, which 
is really helpful, but kids love an element of surprise.   
 

A normal school day can be transformed when we announce 
it's time for school and hear the groans (yes, this happens) 
and then say that for math we are going to make shapes 
with marshmallows and toothpicks.  Or perhaps we clear out 

the back of the car and do our school 
in there (with the cat.)  Or build a fort 
with blankets and read in the fort in-
stead of at the table or couch.   
 
 

Maybe sitting in the tree house for our 
math or doing a poetry tea time is that 
element of surprise that can brighten 
everyone's day!   
 

Usually, the little surprises are remem-
bered the fondest of all. 





T - Time.  The best advice I've heard for the homeschooling 
Mom is that we have time.  Is your child a late reader?  It's 
okay, they will learn eventually.  You have time.  Just be-
cause they don't know something right at this moment doesn't 
mean they can't learn it later.  Even by the time they gradu-
ate, it's NOT possible for 
them to know every-
thing!  They still have time 
to learn more when they are 
adults as well.   
 

The advice I hear the most 
often is how quickly the 
time goes (which is true in 
one sense) but rather than 
helping us savor the mo-
ments, I think it just causes 
us to stress and rush and 
end up feeling like if we miss 
an opportunity right now, it 





U - Unlearn.  Homeschooling is not like school.  Even if your 
homeschool is really structured and traditional, it's not going 
to look exactly like a classroom, and it shouldn't.  Classrooms 
are designed the way they are to accommodate one teacher 
with how to manage dozens of children.  My Mom (who 
homeschooled me and was a teacher before having kids) always 
said that in college when you study to become a teacher, they 
don't teach you HOW to teach -- you learn crowd manage-
ment.  Now unless you have 20 children all the same age at 
home, you aren't going to use the same skills as a 
homeschooler that teachers in a classroom need to use.  Most 
people who begin to homeschool have to unlearn what school 
looks like as they try things in their own homes with their own 
kids and see what books and methods work the best. 
 
V - Vacations and Visits.  I used to feel guilty for the time off 
from our regular school that we would take.  Even though we 
schooled year-round and took time off at holidays and birth-
days instead of the summer, I couldn't seem to relax fully to 
enjoy the vacation times that we did take.   





My advice is to create those times of rest and field trips and 
visits so that you can get a break and NOT feel guilty about 
it!  Children are learning all the time and visiting museums and 
extended family and road tripping and so on aren't things that 
you should feel guilty over.  Spend the time modeling your own 
curiosity and following your own interests!  Let the kids be 
bored and have to get creative on their own!  Just don't worry 
about the school you aren't doing when you are taking a vaca-
tion.  
 
W - Wonder.  This goes along with being curious but is slightly 
different because it doesn't necessarily have a conclusion.  I 
think it's important for our kids to know that we know we don't 
know everything!  I can wonder about something aloud and that 
can spark a conversation or interest or curiosity or exploration. 
I can wonder what a word means or wonder at the beauty of the 
moonlight reflecting off a pool as we go on a walk before bed.  I 
don't want to create a culture in our home of memorizing and 
knowing all the facts -- but rather a culture of wondering 
about the questions. 
.  





X - Exceed expectations.   When our kids hug us, hug them more 
back.  When they express their love respond with a greater 
amount.  However that works well for you and your children and 
their distinct love languages, teaching our children without a 
strong healthy connection is going to break down at some point if 
they feel that it's more on their end than ours.  They need to 
know we love them no matter what. And our world these days, 
with so many distractions and so much selfishness being prized, 
it's a hard place to move away from and into truly paying atten-
tion to the people we are closest to and exceeding their expecta-
tions with our attention.  
 
Y - Yellow.  I didn't use to like that color as much as some of the 
other colors, but I've come to realize how happy and bright it is.  I 
could give advice about not yelling, or remembering what it's like 
to be young, but I'm just thinking about the color yellow. I'm sit-
ting by some yellow curtains that I have in my dining room that 
make the room feel brighter and sunnier.  Sunshine helps my mood, 
and it's important to know what can brighten our days even if it's 
as simple as yellow curtains.  





Recognizing what brightens the day of our children is important 
as well. I will hear the middle one say she is having the worst 
day ever, and often just a little time with me (and possibly some 
chocolate together) will brighten her up again. I can give her a 
hug and fill her love tank back up again, and she's ready to run 
off and play some more.  
 

Z - Zany and Zigzags.   Zany because being goofy with my kids 
can be the best thing in their day! Playing games with them, tell-
ing knock-knock jokes or talking in duck voices can be a great 
way to connect with our kids. Too often 
our lives are filled with business and “get 
your shoes on" and “clean your room" and 
“take your dishes to the sink" and so on, 
and we forget what it's like to be a kid 
and be silly.  Also, Zigzag because learning 
doesn't happen in a straight line, and even 
when one interest doesn't seem like it will 
be helpful for them later in life, you never 
know how that skill will turn another way 
into the next learning experience. 
 







PART FOur 
 

FunSchooling 
With The Thinking Tree 

 
Discover More Books 

By Sarah Janisse Brown 



Explore Fun-Schooling! 
 

I hope you enjoyed my little book about  
“How to Homeschool” 

 
Be sure to look for all my Creative  

Homeschooling Books on Amazon.com! 
 

Art & Science Books, Homeschool Journals, Timeline, 
Learning Games, Dyslexia Therapy Games, Spelling Ac-
tivities, Seasonal Journals, Library-Based Homeschooling 

Curriculum, Devotionals, and More! 
 

Just search for me! Sarah Janisse Brown 
 

If you have kids with reading problems visit 
www.DyslexiaGames.com 





Learning Handbooks, Homeschooling Journals  
and More! For Creative Children! 

 

www.FunSchoolingBooks.com  

All of Sarah’s Books 
Are Based on  

The Five Keys to 
Learning 



Visit amazon.com and search for  
Sarah Janisse Brown 

Over 150 titles to help kids to enjoy learning! 
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