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Frequent popular uprisings

In the past, the stereotypical image of Taiwan’s history
held by most people has been of frequent popular
uprisings. During the 212 years of Qing dynasty rule in
Taiwan alone, there were over 100 incidents of large
and small popular uprisings revolting against local
government offices. And if we add to this the persistent
armed fighting between different ethnic groups, we can
see that the old saying of “a minor uprising every three
years, a major unrest every five years” was certainly
based in fact. However, this wasn't traditionally
characteristic of Taiwanese society; rather, along with
the arrival of “China in Taiwan,” the Han Chinese
brought the characteristics of their traditional Chinese
society with them when they moved to the island of
Taiwan. During Taiwan’s four hundred years and more
of history, popular uprisings can be roughly divided into

four main types, taking 1915 as a dividing line.
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Rich layers of national consciousness

(1) With Han Chinese at the core, the demands of
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ethnic emotion mobilized the common people to rise up
and fight back, conveying their dissatisfaction with the
ruling authorities. There were numerous cases of this
kind, starting with the Kue Huai-yit Incident in 1652,
when Han Chinese reacted against Dutch rule. An even
better-known incident was the Chu Yit-gui Incident of
1721, a resistance movement which shook the entire
western region. The largest resistance action of the
Qing dynasty was the Lin Song-bun Incident of 1786,
where the Qing court used military forces from four
provinces, and it took sixteen months to restore peace.
In 1862, the Dai Tiao-chun Incident, led by members of
the Eight Diagrams Society, engulfed central Taiwan
for four years. In 1895, when the Qing court ceded
Taiwan to Japan, a group led by members of the gentry
class, who are normally perceived as lacking any
concept of democracy, unexpectedly appealed for a
“Taiwan Republic,” and tried to rebel against Japanese
imperial rule. It lasted five months. After the failure of
the “Republic,” from the end of 1895 until 1902, the flag
of the “anti-Japanese” movement was raised,
spearheaded by Chien Ta-shih in the north, Ke Tie-hu
in the central region, and Lim Siau-miau in the south.
The movement involved launching guerilla attacks here
and there, as and when the opportunity arose. Then,
from 1907, Tsai Ching-lin encouraged residents in the
area of Yueh Mei She in Hsinchu to attack local
Japanese officers and civilians in the Peipu Incident. A
long string of armed resistances, including the 1908
Tingpeng Incident, the March 1912 Liu Kan Incident in
Lin Kipo, the Tu Ku Incident in Huang Chao in June of
the same year, the 1914 Tou Liu Chia Incident in Luo
Chou, the February 1915 Lin Lao Tsai Incident in
Taichung, and even Yu Ching-fong’s Seraian Incident
in April 1915, were all imbued with intense national
consciousness. Not only were they indicative of rich

layers of national consciousness, these rebellions and



uprisings spanning four centuries had features in
common: the quality of the old, feudal-era “revolutions
aiming to change the world,” and the leaders of these

incidents all tried to pose as new “emperors.”
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Counterattack on the power of foreigners

(2) With Aboriginals at the core, counterattack on the

power of foreigners.

Early on in the Dutch occupation period, Taiwan’s
Aboriginals had to face the two-fold pressure of rule by
a foreign race and competition for survival with
immigrants from overseas. Aboriginal resistances were
a common occurrence, and examples include the Battle
of Hsinkang She in 1629; the Battles of Ma Tau and
Kalayang in 1635; the Battle of Hsiao Liuchiu She in
1636; the Battle of Hua Wu Lung She in 1641; the
Battle of Tamshui-Kemalan She in 1644; and the Battle
of Takamaha She in 1645. In the Ming-Koxinga period,
the Han Chinese political regime of the Tongning
Kingdom treated aboriginals no more tolerantly than
had the previous regime, and there were frequent
reports of aboriginals attacking and killing officials, and
raiding grain storehouses. Battles such as the Battle of
Tatu She in 1661, the battle of Shalu She in 1670, and
Chuchien-Hsinkang She in 1682 repeatedly showed
that the Aboriginals were dissatisfied with foreign rule
and invasion by foreigners.With the arrival of the era of
Qing rule, the numbers of Han Chinese immigrating to
Taiwan increased by the day, and in addition to
rebellions many aboriginals gradually began to
assimilate into the Han culture. Even though this was
happening, aboriginal uprisings still came thick and

fast. Examples are the battles of Tunhsiao She and
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Peitou She in 1669, the Battle of Tachiahsi She in
1731, the Battle of Chialiwan She in 1875, the Battle of
Tachuangchu She in 1888, and the Battle of Kuanyin
Shan Chuang in 1895. Of these, the uprising on the
largest scale was the Tachiahsi Incident of 1731. With
Tachiahsi She as its center, but including a dozen or
more other aboriginal communities such as Tatu She,
Shalu She, Niumatou She, Puzaili, Tunhsiao She and
Alishih She, they banded together and launched a
counterattack, because they couldn’t bear the
rapaciousness of the Qing officials and the territorial
encroachment of Han Chinese immigrants. The unrest
lasted for a year before it could be concluded.In the
period of Japanese occupation, although Japan had
prepared a set of “barbarian management” policies
which could be used to effectively control the activities
of the aboriginals, in October 1930 there were still
aboriginals at Musha (“Wu She” in Mandarin Chinese)
who, having been subject to a long period of forced
labor and cultural attrition, erupted in violence and
shook the whole island with the Musha Incident. It took

almost two months to quell the uprising.
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Armed fighting between different ethnic groups

(3) Armed fighting took place between Han Chinese
immigrants from different ethnic groups. Taiwan has a
limited area of land, and with Han Chinese continuing
to immigrate to Taiwan and reclaim and cultivate the
land, there was constant competition between
immigrants for land and water resources. Therefore,
the immigrants organized themselves through
identification in terms of family names, hometowns and
professions, and formed clan associations, shared

hometown associations, guilds and other organizations
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as support to protect their own interests. Amongst the
endless inter-ethnic fighting, the most serious was the
armed fighting that broke out in 1860 between the three
clans of Liao, Li and Chung in the area of Hsiluo, Erlun,
and Lunpei. It took three years to contain. When
inter-ethnic armed fights broke out during the Qing
dynasty, the Qing court’s officials usually would not
intervene and patch things up immediately, until both
sides had caused destruction to each other -- only then
could the officials dispatch troops to administer justice
to the people responsible for the fighting on either side.
It's worth noting that after Taiwan was ceded to Japan,
Taiwanese society gradually moved towards
modernization, colonization and rule of law, and a
Taiwanese consciousness began to form. When this
happened, the previous problem of inter-ethnic fighting
based on hometown affiliations in the old country faded

away as a matter of course.
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Characteristics of modern nationalist movements

(4) Different from the first three types of popular
uprising, after 1915, following the national education
which was part of the Japanese colonization era
modernizations, Taiwan'’s popular uprisings gradually
began to take on characteristics of a modern nationalist
movement. Take for example the “Petition to Establish
a Taiwan Parliament” movement which started in 1921
and lasted 14 years; or the case in 1925, where
sugarcane growers in the Erlin area organized
themselves into the “Sugarcane Growers Association,”
and brought their demands for rights for sugarcane
farmers to the Sugar Refining Association; or in 1931,
the fourth party congress of the Taiwan People’s Party,

where order “prohibiting the forming of societies” was
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suddenly issued by the authorities. Although these
activists were time and again arrested by the Japanese
ruling authorities for violation of the “Security Police
Law,” or even without the slightest basis in law, or were
forced to stop all gatherings and activities under the
charge of obstructing the peace, they frequently
demonstrated that the people of Taiwan were trying to
win the right to determine their own rights and interests
within the existing system. This implies that the social
movements characteristic of modern nations started
around 1920, and continued until all organization and
activities had to stop with the outbreak of the
Sino-Japanese war in 1937. This fourth category was a
new wave of Taiwanese social resistance against rule

by foreigners.
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A long history of instability

Taking a panoramic view of the last 400 years of
historical development, there have been frequent
popular uprisings, providing ample evidence that for a
very long time Taiwan society was constantly in a state
of instability. There have been three major sources of
instability. First, it has often been impossible to extend
public authority, and consequently the people have
been forced to stand up and help themselves. Second,
on many occasions Taiwan society has been ruled by
regimes which came from outside Taiwan, with these
political powers changing frequently, so there was no
way to satisfy the practical needs of the local
inhabitants. Third, withdifferent ethnic groups living
together on a very small island such as Taiwan, there
are bound to be frequent intense contests for survival

among different groups.
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