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Historically, the Lanyang Plain has been center stage of life in
Tlan. Although it covers an area of only 330 square kilometers,
thanks to its complex ethnic mix and richly diverse cultures,
emerging from its history is an endless interwoven tragicomedy

touching the heart.
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A backdrop of many different cultures

The Lanyang Plain has seen human habitation since prehistoric
times. The Kavalan people, residents for the last several
hundred years, were distributed mostly among the low, marshy
land, where they established dozens of villages along the
watercourses. The vast mountain areas of the Hsuehshan and
Central Mountain Ranges represented the active realm of the
Atayal tribe, and it wasn’ t until the beginning of the
nineteenth century that the Pingpu tribes from the western
region moved into the area, forging close relations with the
Kavalan people. As for the Han Chinese, who started their
ingress for the purpose of clearing land for cultivation in 1796,
they were so numerous that they not only had a major impact on
the Austronesian people who inhabited the land, they quickly

became the major ethnic group on the Lanyang Plain.
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The isolated nature of the Lanyang River, and the development

of the areas to its north and south

The Lanyang River is the longest and largest river on the
Lanyang Plain. After it flows into the plain, its alluvial fan
forms a network of waterways. The broad river is full of gravel,
and the watercourse is forever changing. Downstream, the river
splits up into many mercurial riverlets, where the water runs
shallow and brisk. In recent times, before the embankments
were built, the Lanyang River could be said to completely
unnavigable by boat, and quite unusable. Consequently, the
“north of the

Lanyang River divides the plain into two: areas

river” and “south of the river,” each having had different

historical developments.

_Han people at work in the fields.
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At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Han Chinese from
three different areas in China -- Guangdong, and Quanzhou and
Zhangjiang, both in Fujian -- and led by the Wu Sha Clan,
formed armed groups to develop the land, and entered the
Lanyang Plain in great numbers. Because they were so well
organized, development work proceeded rapidly, and within
fifteen years (the first fifteen years of the Qing Dynasty” s
Jiaging Reign, 1796-1810), the Lanyang Plain north of the river
came to be fully developed. During the ten years from the
establishment of the Kavalan Office to the ascession of

Daoguang to the Qing throne, the grasslands to the south of the
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river also rapidly became agricultural paddy. From 1821 to
1895, Han Chinese and Pingpu people worked together in
land-development teams, penetrating the Lanyang River far
upstream, developing the Chinsanhsing Township and part of
the Yuenshan Township areas. Through this century of
development, the Lanyang Plan became a world of streets and

villages populated mainly by Han Chinese.
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The difficulties of the Qing government

When the Kavalan people were first brought under the Qing
domain, there were four ethnic problems with which the court
had to deal. First was that of cordoning off the Atayal people in
the central mountain regions, denying them access to the
developed land of the plain, where they would create problems
of public order. Second, with the Han Chinese making
pioneering inroads on their own before the nation could set up
defensive countermeasures, there was the problem of how make
up loss of land already created by erosion in the Kavalan
villages to the north of the river; and how to prevent the same
from happening in the Kavalan villages to the south, so that land
sufficient for making a basic living could be preserved. The
third problem was how to look after the wherewithal for the
Kavalan people’ s livelihood while at the same time imposing
orderly controls on Han Chinese land development in the course
of land allocation. Finally, how were the roles and livelihoods

of the western Pingpu people to be arranged?
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Old photograph of Atayal tribespeole.

7R f41H Historical Photograph of Atayal
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Competition for survival space between Han Chinese and

Kavalan

With the pioneering work of the Han Chinese, their purpose was
to acquire land and turn the “wild plains” into paddy suitable
for rice cultivation. As a result, in the course of Han Chinese
land development, their leaders not only distributed the land, but
the Qing court too did its best to find ways to create
opportunities for the Han people to rent land. During the Qing
dynasty, many water transport ditches were constructed and
fields and gardens irrigated, so arable land was rapidly
transformed into paddy. However, the resulting Han
transformation of land production techniques not only
introduced irrigation systems, but also led to a change in the
natural ecology. The “wild plains,” which in Han Chinese
eyes needed to be transformed, had been the Kavalan people’ s
hunting grounds; intricate, twisting streams and rivers which
easily burst their banks had provided the Kavalan with rich
aquatic resources and transport channels. The comprehensive
hydraulic facilities turned the Lanyang Plain into a granary of
stable rice production, but on the other hand this development
meant the loss for the Kavalan people of the management and
preservation of the natural environment for their traditional

culture and lives. Not only this, but the large-scale



establishment of roads and villages by the Han Chinese also
tightly encroached upon the Kavalan villages, and the ethnic
demographics on the Lanyang Plain went through a process first

of quantitive and then qualitative change.
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After the Kavalan people came under Qing state control, their
traditional society and culture started undergoing massive
changes. These changes on the one hand impoverished the
Kavalan villages, while on the other hand they put the Kavalan
people at the very bottom stratum of the social hierarchy in the
general environment. The combination of ethnic differences,
poverty and low status made life very difficult, and they
suffered from racial discrimination. The Kavalan strategy for
shaking off these difficulties was to leave the ethnic relations of
their original homes and seek new space for survival

opportunities.
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The migration of the Kavalan people

‘We discover that starting in the mid-nineteenth century, the
Kavalan people, whether living on the Lanyang Plain or outside
it, launched migrations large and small, and spread beyond the
scope of their original homes. We can even conclude that there
was a general trend: the communities north of the Lanyang
River moved to Toucheng, on the narrow coastal plain, nestling
up against the Hsuehshan Mountain Range. The communities
south of the river moved to Suao and Nanfangao, close to the
Central Mountain Range. The new world which attracted both
Kavalan and Western Pingpu people from the communities
north and south of the river was that of the Sanhsing region and

the Hualien Plain.




Old photograph of Kavalan people.

.. SIELCTS[ ~ BT Historical photograph of Kavalan people
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For nearly a hundred years, the people throughout the Hualien
Plain and the east coast were known as the “Kalewan tribe”
people. They were the descendants of the Kavalan people from
Tlan who had migrated south. The Ilan home of this group of
migrants included several villages both north and south of the
Lanyang River, but because most of these people had moved
from Kalewan Harbor (now an outlet of the Tungshan and
Lanyang Rivers), in the Hualien region, they became known as
the Kalewan people. To this day, Hsincheng Township, Hualien
City and Fengpin Township in Hualien County, and Changpin
Township in Taitung County are all places where the
descendants of the Kavalan people are now distributed. Places
which have a fairly strong Kavalan presence include Hsin She
(in Hualien County), Liteh (Hualien County), and Tafengfeng

(Taitung County).
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Revival of ethnic consciousness and reclaiming old names

The relocation to Hualien and Taitung actually made it easier
for the Kavalan people to preserve some of their traditional
society, culture and mother tongue. The “T am a Kavalan”
self-awakening also made the Kavalan tribe different from the

other Pingpu tribes, whose identity has become more obscure
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e ‘E/IE‘H 7’5\F,H > [F=] ]]E,IFF%J Flfl f& 3 \?I'FI}J ° much of society to acknowledge its native culture, the
descendants of the Kavalan have begun to seek out their history,
emphasize their ethnic identity, and demand that the
government formally name and acknowledge them. The

movement to reclaim the name of the Kavalan has been born.

Edited by Ann Lin translated by Elizabeth Hoile.
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