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• Under the direction of then Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson, the first 
U.S. Census began on August 2, 1790, and was to be completed by April 
1791 
• The total population was 3,929,214 

• The United States Constitution requires that a census be conducted every 
10 years to apportion the United States House of Representatives 

• The Decennial Census is the largest peacetime activity the United States 
Federal Government undertakes 

• Census will count all persons living in the United States on April 1 of the 

year ending in “0” 

• Census results (including those from the American Community Survey) 

directly affect how federal funding is allocated to state, local, and tribal 

governments 

 
 

The U.S. Decennial Census 
A Brief History 
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The Census Has Evolved 
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The Decennial Census 
The purpose is to conduct a census of population and 
housing and disseminate results to the President, the 
States and the American People 
• Uses of Census data: 

– Apportioning representation among states as mandated 
by Article 1, Section 2 of the US Constitution 

– Drawing congressional and state legislative districts, school 
districts and voting precincts 

– Enforcing voting rights and civil rights legislation 
– Distributing federal dollars to states 
– Informing planning decisions of federal, tribal, state and 

local government 
– Informing organizational decisions (e.g., where to locate, 

size of market, etc.) of businesses and non-profits 
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The 2020 Census is being  
conducted in a rapidly 
changing  environment, 
requiring a  flexible design that 
takes  advantages of new  
technologies and data sources  
while minimizing risk to ensure  
a high quality population  
count. 
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The Decennial Census 
The 2020 Census Environment 



The 2020 Census 
A New Design for the 21st Century 
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Outreach 
Meetings 
Presentations 
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Why it Matters 
Ways Census Data Are Used 

• Planning for hospitals, nursing homes, clinics 
and the location of other health services 

• Determining areas eligible for housing 
assistance and rehabilitation loans 

• Making business decisions 
• Locating factory sites and distribution centers 
• Decision making at all levels of government 
• Designing public safety strategies 
• Analyzing local trends 
• Attracting new businesses to state and local 

areas 
• Directing funds for services for people in 

poverty 

• Planning for public transportation services 
• Planning budgets for governments at all levels 
• Planning health and educational services for people with 

disabilities 
• Distributing medical research 
• Establishing fair market rents and enforcing fair lending 

practices 
• Forecasting future transportation needs for all segments 

of the population 
• Estimating the number of people displaced by natural 

disasters 
• Providing proof of age, relationship, or residence 

certificates provided by the Census Bureau 
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