
The Challenge 
Students often want someone 
to “fix” their paper—concerned 
almost entirely with grammar 
alone. Who can blame them? 
Much attention is paid to 
conventions and particular 
grammatical “errors” by 
professors. But the RWC isn’t 
a proofreading service—their mission is to develop the student as 
a writer. So how does the RWC tutor address (real) concerns 
when it comes to grammar without turning into a free 
proofreader and helping the student build their toolkit for 
revision and editing? A few strategies are provided here as well as 
some other sources that may be useful. 

Further Reading
•Wyse, Dominic. "Grammar. For Writing? A Critical Review of 
Empirical Evidence." British Journal of Educational Studies 49.4 
(2001): 411-27. Web. This article evaluates research about teaching 
grammar and supports a more holistic approach to grammar.

• "Editing and Proofreading." The Writing Center at UNCChapel 
Hill Editing and Proofreading Comments. N.p., 2014. Web. 18 July 
2016. <http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/editing-and-
proofreading/>. This website is a handy handout for some basic 
guidelines on grammar. 

•"Teaching About Usage, Grammar, and Style." - University of 
Louisville Writing Center. N.p., n.d. Web. 18 July 2016. <https://
louisville.edu/writingcenter/faculty-folder/teaching-about-usage-
grammar-and-style>.  This website offers strategies and makes 
some important distinctions between usage, grammar, and style.

• http://sites.stedwards.edu/writing/resources/ A resource of 
resources. 

Read Aloud Strategy 
Almost every source out there 
starts with encouraging tutors/
tutees to read their work out 
loud. Students will “catch” 
grammar “mistakes” as well as 
find areas that are unclear or 
needlessly repetitive.  

Look for Patterns 
Looking for patterns of 
grammatical issues helps 
address the needs of the writer 
over the needs of the paper. 
Everyone makes mistakes/
typos, but a pattern of error 
might indicate a lack of 
understanding.  

Highlight Grammar 
Several sources suggest 
circling all the punctuation in a 
work. This can bring attention 
to the movement and flow of 
the work as well as incomplete 
or fun on sentences. 
Highlighting nouns or verbs 
can also bring to light 
repetitiveness, passive voice, 
and other more “meaning 
changing” issues than “fixing 
grammar” alone.  

Sentence Level 

Rewrite a single sentence to 
explore new constructions that 
may bring new meaning or 
tone.  
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