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Cooperative Conservation Since 1940 

Our recent March snow makes fire season seem far away, but we know the 

days of high temperatures, low humidity, and lightning storms are just 

around the corner. Wildfires are a part of life in the Okanogan, and it doesn’t 

take a megafire to threaten a home. So, what steps can you take to be ready? 
 

START WITH YOUR HOME... 
 

Sign up for a free home risk assessment.  

A site visit with one of our trained staff 

takes 45 minutes and will help you pinpoint 

the actions that will harden your home 

against embers and significantly reduce the 

chance of a home ignition. Sign up online at 

www.okanogancd.org/residents or call our 

office at 509-422-0855. 
  

Create a five-foot, fuel-free zone around 

structures. 

Remove anything that could ignite within 5 

feet of your home or other buildings. Mulch, 

flammable plants, firewood, recycling, and 

pine needles can catch embers and ignite a 

home. Keep the area right around the home 

free of these fuels and make sure to screen 

openings like vents with 1/8” metal mesh. 

Remember, embers can travel a mile or more 

from the main fire! 
 

...THEN MOVE TO THE 

LANDSCAPING. 
 

In this zone (5’ to 30’ from the home), the 

goal is to create fire breaks and keep flames 

and heat to a minimum. Find more tips at 

www.okanogancd.org/residents. Scroll 

down to Resources. 

Ready or Not, Fire Season is 

Coming. Be Ready! 

Area homeowners are making 

changes to better protect their 

homes in case of a wildfire in the 

area. Above: non-flammable 

gravel perimeter. Below: old 

vents replaced with replaced 

with new ones designed to keep 

embers out of the crawl space. 
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Songbirds of Sage Country 
Rachel McClure, Natural Resource Technician 

 

“Keep common birds common”. This was the refrain in a recent 

talk from Christi Norman, the Program Director for Audubon 

Washington. Her presentation pointed out that the small 

songbirds living in sage habitats here in Washington are often 

overlooked while species such as sage grouse are in the spotlight. 

Thankfully, what is good for the sage grouse is also good for 

songbird species such as sagebrush sparrows, sage thrashers and 

Brewer’s sparrows. When habitats are managed or preserved for 

sage grouse, songbirds also thrive. 

Brush fires can reduce sagebrush songbird numbers due to the 

loss of nesting habitat. Fires that do not burn all the vegetation 

can leave habitat that is still viable for sage thrashers if there is at 

least 40% cover left. Brewer’s sparrows will react to such a fire 

disturbance by moving over to the closest neighboring habitat. In 

addition to fire, habitat fragmentation disrupts songbirds just as it 

does grouse. Non-native, invasive cheatgrass further disrupts this 

habitat, leaving no bare ground for feeding. Unmanaged grazing 

has the potential to be detrimental to these birds as well, but as a cattlewoman, I know that adjustments 

like altering timing and intensity of grazing could reduce those impacts while improving forage. As the 

saying goes, “what’s good for the bird is good for the herd”. 

If you are the owner or manager of land 

dominated by sagebrush, don’t forget the 

little flyers that sing to us on the range! Our 

Wildlife Conservation Planner Allisa 

Carlson is available to assist you in creating 

a plan for your property that supports 

habitat and agriculture, reduces wildfire 

risk, and gets you to your conservation 

goals. You can reach her at (509) 422-0855 x. 

111 or allisa@okanogancd.org. 

Want to help researchers keep track of 

songbirds in Okanogan County’s sagelands? 

Check out the bird survey program at 

wa.audubon.org/conservation/working-

lands. 

Adult male Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza 

belli nevadensis). Photo Credit: Jerry 

Friedman via Wikimedia Commons 

Sagebrush habitat in the Okanogan Highlands. 
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Watershed Health Monitoring this Summer 

Okanogan CD can help you improve and protect water on your land. Get 

in touch with our Water Quality Conservation Planner today! 
 

Contact Amy Martin at 509-422-0855 x. 108 or amy@okanogancd.org with your questions about erosion 

control, bank stabilization, riparian planting projects, fish-friendly irrigation screens, and other 

projects. Financial assistance may be an option for certain types of projects. 

 

Stacy Polkowske, Environmental Assessment Program, Washington Department of Ecology  

Thi s  su mmer ,  the  Washi ngton Sta te 

Department of Ecology will be returning to 

the Northeast Region to collect stream data as 

a part of their Watershed Health Monitoring 

(WHM) program. The last time they sampled 

in the Northeast Region was in 2012. The 

WHM program is a part of Ecology’s 

Environmental Assessment Program - the 

scientific, non-regulatory arm of the agency.  

The WHM Program is a long-term effort to 

look at the overall condition of rivers and 

streams at the regional scale, as well as 

statewide. The field crews will collect 

biological, chemical, and physical data 

including: fish, bugs, algae, water quality, 

stream flow, and riparian habitat. The goal 

this summer is to sample 50 randomly selected sites and roll-up all the information to determine the 

watershed health status in the Northeast Region as a whole. This summer’s effort will allow WHM staff 

to see changes in the region since 2012 and how these changes compare to the rest of the state.  

The Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office and the Recreation and Conservation Office use WHM 

Program results to inform the State of the Salmon report published every two years. This report is used 

to justify federal and state funding for salmon and trout habitat projects in the state. The Northeast 

Washington Salmon Recovery Region, conservation districts, and other groups often receive this 

funding to carry out on-the-ground implementation of watershed restoration projects.  

WHM staff are planning for the upcoming field season and will be contacting local landowners for 

permission to access selected stream sites. Field season is July 1 through October 15th. For more 

information, please call Glenn Merritt at 360-407-6777 or visit the WHM Program webpage: https://

ecology.wa.gov/Research-Data/Monitoring-assessment/River-stream-monitoring/Habitat-

monitoring/Watershed-health  

Watershed Health Monitoring staff sampling a small 

stream in the Upper Columbia Region in 2017. 
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Okanogan Conservation District 

www.okanogancd.org  

509-422-0855 

Thinking about a conservation project for your property? 

Contact us to discuss your natural resource concerns and to schedule a site visit 

to get started. We can help you with soil health, water quality, irrigation, 

wildlife, Firewise, and other issues for both residential and agricultural 

properties within the Okanogan Conservation District service area. 


