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It has been such an honor to serve as the 2016-17 

Junior League of Spokane President. Our League is full of smart, 
dedicated women who represent the organization so well. I feel 
very privileged to have been part of a team that both honors the 
tradition of decades of Junior League advocacy, service and the 
growth of our community’s women as well as continues with 
innovative and relevant work in the present. This JLS year had 
many opportunities to highlight this work.

Our Touch a Truck event gets bigger and better each year. The 
committee chairs and members have created an event that is run 
like a well-oiled machine, can be passed from year to year to new 
leadership seamlessly and reaches many families and community 
partners each year. The “trucks” the children are able to tour 
include law enforcement and fire vehicles, dump trucks, and heavy 
machinery. The City garbage trucks that allow kids to do the 
dumping, and the landing and takeoff of the helicopter are always a 
huge hit. This year brought in around $10,000 in revenues.

This year was also a year of “firsts” for our League. The brand new 
fundraiser “Red Hot Night” was a fun Mardi Gras themed chef 
competition and gala that our members researched, developed and 
rolled out. Our goal for our inaugural year was to break even, but 
due to the outstanding efforts of the chairs and participating 
members, brought in over $20,000! It was also an extremely fun 
event that I hope all who attended enjoyed very much.

Continued on next page …
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Our first Literacy Event: The Pirate Treasure Hunt Book Fair took place in May at 
the West Central Community Center and was a huge success which can best be 
described by the review of one of the attendees:

“Seriously your group is so amazing and I can’t thank you enough!! I brought 
my kids to the Book Fair Treasure Hunt you put on today and it was beyond 
fantastic!! 100% free and so so much fun! Free books, free fun activities and 
crafts based around fun books for the kids. They got read stories and love 
love loved the staff! They all dressed up in amazing pirate and under the sea 
theme like pirates, crabs and parrots, mermaids etc and decorated the 
whole place fantastically! They also provided not only free activities, crafts 
and books but also super healthy lunches, snacks and bottled water for 
everyone. Upon leaving they insisted to fill up bags of left over snacks for us 
to take home for our kids! I was astounded at the whole thing. Bravo and 
thank you so much for my #1 favorite kid outing yet this year and I will 
definitely be going again and be looking for other events of your groups to 
attend and try to volunteer or donate too! I was very very impressed, thank 
you! – Amanda”

Reviews such as this truly highlight the time, dedication and hard work our 
members put in for the great success of our community outreach projects.

Over the course of this year, both at our League and nationally at the Annual 
Conference Maria and I attended in May, we had the opportunity to discuss being 
a League member in a divisive political environment and how leadership and 
advocacy have been a part of our League since 1925 and will continue to be our 
focus regardless of political partisanship.

Throughout the 2016-17 League year, I watched women grow and learn from 
each other and the projects they participated in. I saw members step up to the 
plate and assume leadership roles and accomplish amazing things. Our League is 
thriving and continues to grow incredible women through community 
involvement. Thank you so much for your continued support and involvement 
that allows this to occur. The leadership for next year is incredibly strong and I 
anticipate even more wonderful things to come.

Finally, I would also like to highlight the wonderful connections and amazing 
friendships the League has created for me. The pictures in this publication are 
just a small sampling of the fun and rewarding experiences I have had during my 
membership in the League.

Thank you for allowing me the leadership opportunity to serve as president this 
past year!
Sally Stopher, 2016-17 President
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In conjunction with the Women and Children’s 
Free Restaurant, Sysco, and other community 
partners, the cooks in the galley provided healthy 
food and drinks for all attendees and volunteers. 
Admission was free, and upon entering the gym 
each buccaneer was given a “treasure map” that 
walked them through six activity booths and six 
informational booths hosted by volunteers from 
nonprofit and community organizations. We even 
had the Whitworth Pirate mascot in attendance! 
The map ultimately led the kids to the ultimate 
pirate’s booty—a giant treasure chest full of 
books. Each child was able to pick out a new 
book of his or her choosing, provided by the JLS 
Book Bank. Next summer, we hope to expand the 
Treasure Hunt Book Fair to multiple locations 
and add additional community partners in 
support of our literacy efforts. 

Avast ye! The Junior League of Spokane’s 

inaugural Treasure Hunt Book Fair was a 
smashing success, and none were forced to 
walk the plank! The JLS Jolly Roger docked in 
the gym at the West Central Community Center 
on Saturday, May 6, 2017.

If you are interested in joining 
the crew or would like to donate 
(books or dubloons), please 
contact Clariese Coté at 
clariesel@hotmail.com. 

mailto:clariesel@hotmail.com
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If I were to rate our League’s fundraising efforts this 

year, I would give us high marks— 112% to be precise!

That’s the percentage we achieved of the Funding Flow Group’s income goal for 
2016-2017. To put it another way, we exceeded our target of $56,400 by almost 
$7,000!

Here are some of the funding highlights:
• The inaugural Red Hot Night grossed almost $45,000 and netted about $20,000! 

During the paddle raise, attendees pledged $8,400 to support our literacy 
projects.

• Touch-a-Truck continued to be a huge draw for the families in our community 
while simultaneously grossing almost $11,000 and increasing sponsorships from 
the previous year. 

• Marketplace stepped outside of the box, pursuing funding opportunities in 
addition to our classic cookbooks and JLS merchandise, by hosting restaurant and 
shopping nights, bringing in over $1,500.

• Our annual fund was another success, surpassing our $4,000 goal with $4,124.75 
raised to date. I’m so pleased with these results, but I will continue to pursue my 
objective of 100% member participation next year.

• Funding Resource Management directed their attention to new money-raising 
opportunities including two textile drives that brought in $834.

• Other donations and fundraising opportunities (like Amazon Smile, Fred Meyer 
Rewards and miscellaneous donations) all added up to the tune of $1,283.27, so 
please continue to support us when you do your shopping at those businesses.

• New this year, our Donor Relations Specialist spearheaded a project to create a 
donor database to help us strategize our fundraising efforts and further develop 
our relationships with sponsors and community partners.

Thanks to your help and generosity, these funds will be used to sustain our 
organization’s mission, train women to serve Spokane, and impact our community 
through our childhood literacy projects.

Michelle Grover, Funding Director 2016-2018
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$40,000.00

$60,000.00

$80,000.00

Goal Actual

Funding Flow Group:
Gross Income

$56,400.00 $63,353.91

Fundraising Goals 
2016-2017
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Membership Transformation Rollout

The Board is pleased to announce that the JLS will be taking part in AJLI’s 
Membership Transformation Rollout during the 2017-2018 year.  This is an 
exciting opportunity to improve our membership processes pertaining to 
retention, flexibility, training, and placement.  (It is our current understanding the 
recruitment will be touched on lightly, if at all.)

We have assembled a fantastic team under the leadership of Niki Moore 
(Membership Director).  The team consists of Libby Cousins (Sustainer), Mary 
Lynn Boardman, Emelie Braxton, Clariese Cote, Ashley Manfred, Lisa Andrews, 
and Chrystal Ortega.  If you're interested in joining the team, please contact Niki 
at membershipdirector@jlspokane.org,  njmoo1982@gmail.com or (585) 978-
2342 [call or text] to learn more.

Please note that as part of the process, AJLI will contact all members for whom we 
have a valid email address with periodic surveys.  We strongly encourage you to 
fill out those surveys so that we can better understand the results of this process.

Recruitment

Word of mouth remains our best recruitment tool. We hope that you continue to 
talk about the League to your friends, family members, colleagues and 
acquaintances. Over time, the requirements to join the League have changed--
there's still a lower bound (members must be at least 22 years old by October 
15th in the year they join), but there's no upper age limit for membership. The 
only other requirement is commitment to our mission.

All of our members are welcome at our recruitment events, so please consider 
attending one of our Meet-the-JLS events this summer with someone you think 
might be interested--a familiar face might make her more comfortable. This 
summer, Meet-the-JLS events will take place at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 8th, 
at Nectar in Kendall Yards (1331 W Summit Pkwy, Spokane, WA 99201).

The Membership Committee would love to have an approximate head count, so 
RSVPs to membership@jlspokane.org are greatly appreciated. 

mailto:membership@jlspokane.org
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Remember the awe you once held for larger-than-life machines 

going about their seemingly-impossible tasks? Fire trucks racing to a 
fire; garbage trucks compacting all of the garbage; or thinking how 
fun it would be to fly a helicopter? Imaginations will be alive at the 
Junior League of Spokane’s 7th Annual Touch-A-Truck. Do you know of 
a business or organization that could be a good fit for this event? It is 
free to exhibit.

Types of Vehicles Needed:
• Unique/Rare/Novelty (Limos, monster trucks, antique trucks)
• Construction (Cement & dump trucks, cement rollers, etc)
• Emergency (Ambulances, sheriff & police vehicles, fire trucks & 

equipment, etc)
• Farm Equipment (Big tractors, plows, etc)
• Commercial (Postal, delivery, 18-wheelers, etc)
• Military (All types)
• Recreational (4-wheelers, motorcycles, etc)

All ideas or contact information can be sent to us 
at info@jlspokane.org or call us at 509-328-2801.

mailto:info@jlspokane.org
tel:(509) 328-2801


Board of Directors
President: Maria Cahill

President-elect: Ann Smith

Presidential Assistant: Kristin Orwig

Treasurer: Cora Verge

Treasurer-elect: Megan Sennett

Co-Sustaining Directors: Catherine Brazil & Michelle Grady

Administrative Director: Melissa King

Community Director: Emily Arneson

Membership Director: Nicole Moore

Funding Director: Michelle Grover

Parliamentarian: Stephanie Krebs-Anderson

LDC Chair: Christa Clarke
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Committee Chairs
Meetings and Arrangements: Emelie Braxton

Marketing and Communications: Amy Cox

Recruitment & Training: Kate Heidergott

Retention & Development: Ashley Manfred

Placement: Lauren Klundt
Book Bank: Sarah Love

Book Fair: Clariese Cote

Impact: Chrystal Ortega

Funding Resource Management: Melinda Bowman

Donor Relations: Kelsey Parker

Touch-a-Truck: Stephanie Krebs-Anderson

Red Hot Night: Krista Caro

Red Hot Night Co-Chair: Ann Smith
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P.O. Box 4563
Spokane, WA 99220
Phone: 509-328-2801
Email: info@jlspokane.org

We reach out to women of all races, religions, and national origins 
who demonstrate an interest in and commitment to voluntarism.

www.jlspokane.org

Our Mission:

The Junior League of Spokane is an 
organization of women committed 

to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women 

and improving communities 
through the effective action and 

leadership of trained volunteers. Its 
purpose is exclusively educational 

and charitable.
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