
Exhibition Description 

 

BEYOND THE WATER 

 

For over a year a silent and terrifying exodus has been taking place in Turkey. 
The Turkish government’s violent persecution of anyone associated or 
sympathetic to the Hizmet Movement has forced hundreds of families to flee the 
country and risk their lives trying to cross the border or sea towards a safe-haven 
in Europe. Hizmet, a civic movement whose efforts have been concentrated in 
peace building through education, dialogue and relief works, has become a 
scapegoat of President Erdogan’s regime. Thousands, including teachers, 
judges, lawyers, and women with their children, have lost their jobs, been jailed, 
and tortured, accused of taking part in the failed coup attempt of July 15th 2016.  

Beyond the Water are images and accounts of people that have crossed the 
Evros/Meriç River or the Aegean Sea in fear, leaving everything behind except 
hope. 

The stories of these families are unique and similar at the same time. Their 
personal tragedies are unique and living nightmares. The accusations against 
them however, couldn’t seem more baffling. Among the most common reasons to 
be blacklisted and persecuted are: teaching or studying at a school or university 
associated with Hizmet, using a popular messaging app called Bylock, having an 
account in the well known Bank Asya, and subscribing to the Zaman -one of the 
largest newspapers in the country. 

Across those cold waters, they have found to their surprise the open arms of 
neighbors, the welcoming smile of soldiers they once thought were enemies, and 
the nurturing care of school teachers. It seems after all their deeds arrived before 
they did. 

 

 

 

 



* Below is a selection of images and with condensed captions. A larger selection of images is 
available along with full-extended stories. Several hours of audio recordings are being 
transcribed. 
 
 
NAME OF EXHIBITION: BEYOND THE WATER 
 
 
Ümit and Sevinç are the Names of all Turkish Refugees Fleeing Erdogan’s Persecution. 
 
(The real names of the people in these photographs have been changed in order to protect their 
identity and that of relatives and close ones back in Turkey. Ümit is a male Turkish name that 
translates as Hope, and Sevinç is a female Turkish name that means Joy.) 
 
 

 
1. Ümit holds his recently born daughter, Greece, 2018. Sevinç was seven month pregnant when, 
together with their five-year-old daughter Nese and fourteen-months-old son Edip, they crossed 
the Evros / Meric River into Greece. They were forced to leave Turkey under threat of being jailed 
for their association with Hizmet. For two and a half days they walked and slept in the woods 
crossing the icy river with the help of smugglers. Two days ago, about to give birth and not being 
able to communicate, they headed to the hospital. Asking for help, they met a Greek lady that 
spoke Turkish, and she stayed by their side all through the birth and ever since. They named the 
baby after her, Irini.        
 

 
2. Ümit and Sevinç with their children Edip and Nese looking at their newborn sister Irini, Greece, 
2018. 
  

 
3. Irini, holding baby Irini, Greece, 2018. A Greek woman embraces a Turkish new born named 
after her. She has become a godmother to the family. Her name means peace. 
 



 
4. Irini holds the newborn named in her honor, with Sevinç, Ümit, and their two other children Edip 
and Nese, Greece, 2018. 
 

 
5. Sevinç and Ümit with their children on their laps, Greece, 2018. He is an engineer and she is a 
Chinese language instructor. Under pressure by Erdogan’s regime, they lost their jobs in China 
and had to leave the country. They have been in Greece for three month by now. They fear for 
their families back in Turkey. Their parents are in hiding, and Ümit’s brothers are arrested and up 
for trial soon. The Turkish government is harassing other family members, even those not 
involved with Hizmet. 
 

 
6. Zafer (10 years old), and Mesut (6 years old), Greece, 2018. They came to Greece with their 
parents Ümit and Sevinç. Ümit lost his job because he had an account in Bank Asya (with about 
$1,000), he also used the Bylock messaging app, and was supposedly subscribed to the Zaman 
newspaper. Friends helped them get to a village close to the border, and from there smugglers 
charged them $EU 6,000 (~$US 10,000) to get then across. They made it to the borderline in a 
truck used to carry animals. 
 

 
7. Ümit’s letter of dismissal, Greece, 2018. Ümit was dismissed from his job for allegedly 
contributing donations to the international disaster relief organization Kimse Yokmu, and for 
having an account in Asya Katilim Bank. Both Kimse Yokmu and Bank Asya were associated with 
Hizmet.  
 
Here a translation of the letter: 
The Ministry of Interior committee of civil inspection in accordance with article 33480840-3938 
dated XX/XX/2016; has determined towards creating or increasing funds in Asya Katilim Bank or 
donating to Kimse Yokmu Foundation between 01/01/2014-01/01/2015, requiring the beginning of 
an investigation under 657 DMK’s (government employee law) 137 and 138. Send a written 
statement to the related topic and are required to be prepared for a plea on date XX/XX/2016 
time 09:00 in the Committee of Civil Inspection room. For your information. 



 
8. Sevinç, daughter Nihal (6 years old), Ümit, and daughter Sena (18 years old), undisclosed 
country, 2018. Ümit worked for the Zaman newspaper. After the government shut down the 
newspaper, even his own family who feared his closeness to the Hizmet Movement ostracized 
him. Afraid of further persecution, they left everything behind and crossed the border. 
 

 
9. Sevinç, daughters Zehra (13) and Zeynep (18), and Ümit, undisclosed country, 2018. Ümit was 
a high-ranking police officer who had to leave Turkey fearing for his family safety after uncovering 
some high profile corruption cases within Erdogan’s regime. He is not with the Hizmet Movement, 
but his past investigations have previously led him to clear Hizmet of any wrongdoing. After 
crossing the boarder to Greece they have been able to move on and settle in France 
 

 
10. Ümit with a picture of his wife in his hands, undisclosed country, 2018. He is a chemistry 
teacher. He lost his job because he taught in a school associated to Hizmet. He went into hiding 
fearing being jailed and to protect his family. His wife Sevinç, a nurse, was detained to pressure 
him. Their two boys, six and nine years old, are staying with relatives. Ümit can’t comeback to 
Turkey, Sevinç has been questioned, tortured, and is still in jail after more than 700 days. The 
children can’t be with their father and don’t understand why their mother can’t come home to 
them. 
 

 
11. Ümit A., behind the door, is an art teacher in high school. He is afraid his relatives and friends 
might be persecuted because of him. Ümit B. is a chemistry teacher. His wife is, a nurse, is in jail 
and their two young boys are with relatives. Ümit C. was a police officer. His wife and daughter 
are safe in another European country, and he hopes to reach them soon. Ümit D. taught math at 
a Hizmet school. His family and friends still in danger back in Turkey. Each of these men have 
their own story, of persecution, torture, being separated from their families, and fearing for their 
close ones back home. Undisclosed country, 2018 
 



 
12. Ümit and Sevinç with their two children Betul (5) and Enes (14 months old), Greece, 2018. 
Ümit is a family physician and Sevinç a Turkish language teacher.  
 

 
13. Ümit and Sevinç with their son Enes, Greece, 2018. To keep little Enes quiet and calm while 
crossing the border during the night, they gave him small crackers to eat all throughout the way. 
 

 
14. Betul’s happy picture, Greece, 2018. Betul just turned 5 years old. She draws a picture of a 
rainbow with herself, her brother and Pinky, her teddy bear who also made the journey across the 
border and the cold waters of the Evros / Meriç River. 
 

 
15. Sevinç contemplates the uncertainty of their new life, Greece, 2018. 
 

 
16. School Teacher Mr. Yogros with Ümit and his children Nurefsan and Ekrem, Greece, 2018. 
Nurefsan is very lively and extrovert, but she is having trouble adapting to school. She’s only 
been there two week and is afraid of being left alone or with strangers, the result of what the 
family had to go through leaving Turkey. She cries frequently and has become very attached to 
her Greek teachers Miss Poppi and Mr. Yogros. 
 



 
17. Nurefsan shows her Greek language homework to her father, Greece, 2018. 
 

 
18. Ekrem draws a picture of his favorite superhero, Spiderman. Buy Ekrem is the real superhero. 
He walked over seven hours, quietly, never complaining, through dark woods at night and across 
the Evros / Meriç River to get to Greece. 
 

 
19. Nurefsa with her father in the living room during prayer time, Greece, 2018. 
 

 
20. Ümit and his wife Sevinç, with their children Nurefsan (7 years old), Ekrem (5 years old), and 
Ceren (1 year old), Greece, 2018.   
 

 
21. Ümit from Beyond the Water, Greece, 2018. Ümit has been living under the most dreadful 
conditions. Once a respected elementary school teacher, he lost his job and was jailed and 
tortured for being part of the Hizmet Movement. He hasn’t seen his wife and daughter for almost 
two years as they made it to safety and are now leaving in Canada as refugees. He made it to 
Rodos, one of the Greek islands, where he immediately applied for asylum and spent another 111 
days in detention. He has been in Greece a year and a half already, waiting for official asylum 
status, fearing kidnapping by Erdogan’ secretive service, and still separated from his family. 
 













































  

 
Bio 
 
Alex Morel was born in New York in 1973.  

He studied at St. John’s University - NY receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 1997, and 
completing his MFA in Visual Arts from Rutgers University - NJ in 2001. He is also a 
graduate of the International Center of Photography (ICP) General Studies Program, 
1994-1995.  

His personal work has been exhibited nationally and internationally since 1995. He 
received the Eduardo León Jimenes Biennale Award from the CENTRO LEON museum 
in Dominican Republic in 2002. The FOTOMUSEUM Winterthur in Switzerland 
presented the first solo survey of his work in 2005, (an exhibition encompassing the first 
decade of his career). In 2012 his work became an EnFOCO Touring Gallery Exhibition 
in the USA.  

His professional work has been focus mainly on project collaborations with institutions 
and international aid organizations such as the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO - WHO.), Organization of American States (OAS), ACCION International, 
CONCERN Worldwide, among others.  

Since the year 2000, he has taught photography and visual arts, and has been a visiting 
artist at several educational and cultural institutions in the United States and abroad 
such as the School of Visual Arts, the International Center of Photography (ICP), 
Rutgers University, the Caribbean Biennale at the Museum of Modern Art (MAM) in 
Santo Domingo, and the Camera Club of New York (CCNY) to name a few. He is a 
faculty of the Department of Art & Design at St. John’s University where he teaches 
classes on the history of photography and documentary, as well as digital and traditional 
darkroom practices. 

His photographic work addresses topics ranging from the deeply personal to the socially 
concerned. On the one hand, his work is about personal journey and the understanding 
of human relationships. His long-term body of work “Relaciones & Relatos” is a 
meditation on family, intimacy, and our emotional and psychological connection to 
others and to the spaces surrounding us. On the other hand, there is a commitment to 
photography as a tool for social transformation. Projects like his work in Haiti, Turkey, 
and more recently in Brazil examine people’s relationship to environments as 
affected/defined by modern urban conditions. 

He resides in New York. 

 

A complete CV/Resume and extended portfolios can be found at: www.alexmorel.com 


	Exhibition Description
	Images & Captions - Turkish Refugees - Final 
	amorel-20180118-120154
	amorel-20180118-141052
	amorel-20180118-152932
	amorel-20180119-134209
	amorel-20180119-170850
	amorel-20180119-202331
	amorel-20180122-234744
	amorel-20180123-000130
	amorel-20180123-102650
	amorel-20180123-102955
	amorel-20180123-105103
	amorel-20180123-105923
	amorel-20180123-130334
	amorel-20180123-143331
	amorel-20180123-143349
	amorel-20180124-132012
	amorel-20180124-140342
	amorel-20180124-140631
	amorel-20180124-150722
	amorel-20180124-153535
	amorel-20180124-222039
	Alex Morel - Bio Extended

