
Star Pupil 

We are incredibly proud to announce that Eric Mwangi, our first student to 

attend University, has now completed his Bachelor of Science Degree in 

‘Community Development’. He is due to graduate in November this year. 

Eric was born in 1992 in Nairobi and he was the second born of six           

children, his older sibling died in 2009 as a result of Tuberculosis.  Eric’s 

family were extremely poor and his mother raised the family alone.  At the 

age of seven Eric became a ‘Street Boy’ in Nairobi, but in 2002 he decided to 

go home. Shortly after returning, his family relocated to Nakuru to look 

after his sick grandmother.  In 2003 Eric went back to the streets again in an 

attempt to become the bread winner for the family and to help his       

grandmother.  In 2005, Eric met Alex (the founder of The Walk Centre) and Alex soon noticed 

that Eric was an incredibly bright child, so he took him into The Walk Centre.  Despite coming 

from such a poor background Eric worked incredibly hard. He had no light to study by at night 

time, yet his determination and effort resulted in him making it through The Walk Centre and on 

to University with good grades. Eric joined Laikipia University and so far, he is the first student 

from The Walk Centre to make it to University.  Having now finished his degree course and 

awaiting graduation, he has great hope and optimism for his future. He has also become a role 

model for the other children at the school. They all know Eric as he regularly visits the school 

and shares his story of hope and triumph over adversity through faith, hard work and              

determination to take make the most of the opportunity he has been given. They all hope to be 

the next Eric and to follow in his footsteps - if our funding permits.   He wants to help as many 

people as he can and hopes to change the quality of life for his family.  As well as the personal 

help Eric has received,  The Walk Centre has ensured that his grandmother has a good house to 

live in and is also funding his brother’s college education.  Eric is so grateful for all the help he 

has received and wishes to thank all the people (that’s you!) who have played a part in his life – 

enabling him to  become the man he is today. 

Our students continue to hit top grades in the State schools and this provides further impetus 

and motivation to continue with building our support. If we give them the  opportunity, they will 

give it everything they have! 

Happy Summer to all of our supporters!  So far we have had a very busy 2017. There have been 
some big changes and huge progress has been made,  especially with the building of the new  
primary school now nearing completion. Our first student has finished high school, and a lot of 
fundraising activities have taken place to bring in some much needed funds! We look forward to     
seeing you at some of our upcoming events – more details of which you will find at the end of this 
newsletter         

         Amy Marriott 

The Walk Centre Chairperson  
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Since the site of the current school was purchased as a result 

of volunteer fundraising back in 2009, the children have had a 

safe and secure place to begin their journey through             

education.  The Walk Centre currently provides education and 

food to 170 children aged 3-7 years old.  At present, after the 

age of 7 the children go on to primary school which comes at a 

considerable cost due to the Government fees.  For some time 

now, Alex and Patricia Maina have wanted to keep the children 

at The Walk Centre for longer by expanding and becoming a 

primary school as well the current nursery. This will ensure 

that the children continue to receive not only the best         

education, but also the social and pastoral support from staff 

who understand their backgrounds, paving the way to their          

successful integration into High School, College and beyond.   

Thanks to some amazing fundraising work by African Adven-

tures and Chichester College, they have almost raised £70,000 

towards the construction of a new and permanent two-storey 

buildings to house a primary school.  Over the next five years 

there will be an additional class taken into the new school each 

year until all primary school pupils are attending The Walk  

Centre. 

Big Build Progress 

 

John’s Story 

 

John was born into a very poor family and in his latter 
years was raised on the rubbish tip by his grandmother.  
Prior to living on the rubbish dump, he had lived with his 
mother in Nairobi.  At the time his mother was employed 
and was able to pay for rent and food, so life was        
reasonable. But in 2000 his mother lost her job and was 
no longer able to pay the bills or support him.  John and 
his siblings had to leave school as the fees could no   
longer be paid and they were sent to live with their 
grandmother in Nakuru. His grandmother was also 
homeless, but she was living temporarily in her cousins 
house. His mother promised to return for him and his 
siblings - but she never did. At this point John had lost all 
hope of returning to school.  The family moved to the 
rubbish dump where they were given a small box house 
and they were able to forage on the dump for whatever 
food and collect scrap metal they could find to survive.   
 
Then John met Alex Maina who was visiting the rubbish 
dump to provide support for those living there. After 
talking to John, Alex promised to take him into school at 
The Walk Centre. John started at the centre in 2008 and 
has continued his education. Today he is at college    
studying ‘Social Work and Community Development’.   
 
John said “My life is totally different now, the            
sponsorship of The Walk has really given me a hope that 
I will reach the future I have been hoping to have.  After 
school, I want to go back to my community and        
transform it.  According to me The Walk Centre is     
transforming many people’s lives”. 



Treasurers Visit to the Walk Centre—Sam Wilson (Treasurer) 

 

        

 

On Friday 31st March 2017, six individuals from St Paul’s 
Church in Buckinghamshire set out for a 2½ week visit to 
the Walk Centre. They were;  Wullie, Archie and Bella 
Wilson, Paul Isaac, Sophie Winkler and myself. 

Our trip started in the UK with some very canny packing, 
so that we were able to make full use of our massive  
additional airline baggage allowance. We took 10 full  
suitcases of items for The Walk Centre containing     
handmade clothes, dresses, skirts, fleece jumpers, shorts, 
hats, snoods, scarves and fingerless mittens, knitted   
teddy bears, knitted blankets, man-made clothes and 
sixty school bags and satchels. 

We were also extremely fortunate to have been given 
300kg of free air freight, so we filled 16 big boxes with 
shoes, more clothes, medical supplies, spectacles and 
stationery. The freight was dispatched after we arrived in 
Kenya and due to a few logistical issues did not actually 
arrive at the Walk Centre until after we had returned to 
the UK. This really didn’t matter though, as the teachers 
at The Walk Centre arranged a special day for the        
children and their families - and the freight items were 
distributed amongst everybody. 

We distributed the items in the suitcases over about 
three days and it was fantastic to see every child receive 
something. There was enough for the older children to 
have something too (children who used to attend the 
Walk Centre and have now moved up to high school). We 
had some pretty scarves for the teachers as well. The 
playground was a riot of colour afterwards and the     
children were all really excited about what they had   
received. 

All six of us in the group had visited The Walk Centre  
before, and it was brilliant to see all of the children again, 
and to see them looking so well. There was one child in 
particular, who had looked extremely frail and             
malnourished when we last visited in 2016, but now 
looked transformed. In just a year the change was       
incredible. She had bright eyes, had put on weight and 

was extremely smiley. It was very encouraging to see the 
benefits of feeding the children twice a day, six days a 
week, at The Walk Centre. 

It was also interesting to see the building work that had 
taken place at the school since our last visit, and the   
progress that had been made. The Walk Centre is        
currently building additional classrooms so that children 
do not have to leave the school once they reach the age 
of 7 years old. The nurturing environment of the school, 
coupled with its faith, is really important for the children 
and their families. The advantages of staying at the 
school for longer simply cannot be understated. Two new 
classrooms are now currently operational, and five     
further classrooms and a dining room are under           
construction. The children will now be able to stay at the 
school until the age of 14 years, before moving on. The 
Walk Centre’s long term vision is also to replace all of the 
existing corrugated iron classrooms. These get extremely 
hot inside, and are also quite small, so are not a          
comfortable learning environment for the children. The 

new classrooms are    
larger and considerably   
cooler. 

As well as the items we 
took out from the UK, we 
had also took some   
money from fundraising 

activities and from individual donations. We sat down 
with Fred (the school’s Operations Manager) and Gladys 
(the Head Teacher) to talk about some of their wishes 
and what we could best use the money for. They         
prioritised a list in order of need, and we were able to 
supply the school with some of the other items that they 
had requested. We were able to buy 50 desks and chairs, 
50 uniforms, 250 pairs of socks, 200 plates and 200 cups, 
a water tank, stand and taps, 4 bags of beans and 4 bags 
of rice (to provide some variation in the children’s diet), 
20 Bibles, food parcels for 20 of the neediest families, 
textbooks, various items for the kitchen and stationery 
items. A small amount of money can go a very long way! 

We were able to do a phenomenal amount, and we are 
thankful for the generosity of our supporters who       
enabled us to achieve everything that we did. The       
uniforms and the socks are things that the children wear 
with huge amount of pride, and will really help them to 
feel part of the school community. The plates and mugs 
will make a huge difference — at the moment there are 
not enough for all of the children so some children have 
to wait until another child has finished, and then they 
wash up their plate or mug before they can get their 
food.  

It was another fantastic visit with both highs and lows, 
some sad times and a lot of laughter as well. We all feel 
very privileged to have been able to go again and spend 
time there  



Back in 2015 we reported on the changes to school fees that were implemented by the Kenyan Government. Since then, these 
changes have both significantly and negatively impacted The Walk Centre’s finances. 

High school education has now been made available to all students, whereas previously this was only accessible if they passed 
an entrance exam.  Whilst this is positive progress for Kenya, it came at the same time as a dramatic doubling of schools fees.  

This has meant that we have been unable to fund a number of new student high school intakes over the last two years - in   
order to ensure that we could continue to fund the fees for the existing students.  This has been an incredibly difficult decision 
for the Trustees of The Walk Centre and we continue to work hard to increase avenues of funding in order to get all of our   
students back into school.  

If we could increase the amount we receive in regular monthly donations by approximately £1000 per month - we would be 
able to fund them all. 

As always, any additional financial assistance that you can give will be gratefully received  

Update on Cost of  High School fees  

Upcoming Events 
 

Fashion Show — 10th November 2017, St Pauls Church Hall — 6.30pm 

Christmas Fayre—Date to be confirmed.   We will be inviting stall holders to come along and sell their wares, whilst providing 

teas and coffees and a raffle to all those who attend  

Do you have unwanted foreign coins or notes lying around? 

If you have - then we can take them from you!  We have teamed up with Cash4Coins who will change any of the following into 

cash for us!   

We can accept:  All foreign coins and notes 

                           All pre-Euro coins and notes 

                           Damaged coins 

                           Old British and Irish coins and notes 

                           Pre-decimal currency 

Please get in touch and we can arrange a collection!! 

 


