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Provided below are comments on (this section must be completed):
Document name
MO43 (Cargo and cargo handling – livestock) 2018

Reference
(Number of
Section, Clause,
Table, Figure,
Issue etc)
General
comments

Comments
(include the reasons for any change to assist AMSA in understanding your concerns)
The ADO opposes the live export of animals on the grounds that it causes unacceptable levels of animal
suffering regardless of the policy and regulatory settings applying to the industry.
However, while Australia continues to export live animals, we make the following comments and
recommendations regarding the draft Marine Order 43 (Cargo and cargo handling — livestock) 2018
(“draft MO43”).

4 ‘Definitions’

Should ‘ACCL’ precede ‘ASEL’ (alphabetically)?
‘livestock services’ – should these include a general reference to accommodation and/or stocking
densities, given that under subsection 35(1) livestock vessels are required to maintain ‘livestock
services at a level necessary for the welfare of the livestock’.

10(2)

Given the well publicised negative animal welfare outcomes associated with the live export of cattle and
sheep from Australia, what is the policy justification for not requiring a pre-loading inspection of a vessel
for certain voyages transporting these animals? The ADO submits subsection 10(2) be removed.

13(1)

Is 'the number' in subsection 13(1) the 'actual number' referred to in paragraph 7.5.1(b) in the previous
versions of MO43? The note to subsection 13(1) does not clarify this issue.

13(4)

The wording of this provision seems to have been weakened from its previous version; ie 'person must
not provide...inaccurate information regarding the actual number [etc]’ (section 7.5.2), to 'must ensure
the details are accurate' (subsection 13(4)). Under the new wording in subsection 13(4) the details do
not have to be accurate. The ADO recommends that the original wording be reinstated.

17(1)

The ADO submits that this provision should include a reference to animal welfare. The welfare risk to
animals being transported should be set out in its own paragraph and listed first (ie above damage to
the vessel), to reflect the highest priority that should be assigned to animal welfare on these journeys.

21(2)

The ADO strongly supports the immediate phase-out of carrying livestock on more than one tier. We
submit that a deadline of 31 December 2019 unjustifiable on animal welfare grounds. Double tiers are
known to restrict ventilation and inspection of animals. We recommend that subsection 21(2) be
removed altogether or that the deadline be brought forward to 31 December 2018 at the latest.

22(2)

The extremely low standard of 'avoidable suffering' should no longer be used as it is subjective and will
allow considerable animal suffering to continue to occur.

58(4)

If these requirements are warranted from an animal welfare perspective, the sunset clause should be
shortened from 5 years. The ADO recommends that at most, it be made consistent with the earlier
suggested deadline of 31 December 2018.

62(3)

As above (for subsection 58(4)).
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84

The ADO supports the removal of the exemption for short voyages that was included in the equivalent of
this section in previous versions of MO43. However, we suggest that in the interests of timely reporting
on animal welfare issues, timeframes should be inserted into this provision eg within X days of the
voyage.

85(1)(b)

The ADO submits that the number of animals who have died should be expressed as both a figure and
as a percentage (rather than merely as a percentage). This would be consistent with Table 8, in which
reportable mortality levels are expressed as both a figure and a percentage (as expressly acknowledged
in subsection 85(5)).

Table 8—
Reportable
mortality levels

The ADO considers the death of any individual animal en route is a serious animal welfare issue and
should be reported. We do not agree that mortality levels matter only when they reach a certain level.
However, for the purposes of the draft MO43, we make the following comments:
•
Item 1: MO43-1 states that 'Sheep reportable mortality is now 1%'. It would have been useful to
know what it was before.
•
Items 2 and 3: the same reportable mortality level should apply to both items and it should be
the lower of the two levels ie ‘greater of .5%’ rather than ‘1%’.
Subsection 86(1) states that ‘AMSA may conduct an investigation…’ (emphasis added). Why is this
discretionary? Are there guidelines for AMSA in exercising its discretion in this context? In the absence
of a policy rationale for making the decision to investigate discretionary, and given the high animal
welfare risks involved in a live export journey with any mortality level let alone a reportable level, the
ADO submits that an investigation under section 86 should be mandatory.

86(1)

Schedule 2
2.3(5)

Given the importance of animal welfare and the high levels of concern in the Australian community
regarding negative animal welfare outcomes in the live export industry, the ADO submits that the
deadline for compliance with table 2.1 for animal spaces that are partially enclosed or not enclosed must
be immediate and apply to all ships, regardless of when the ship is built.

2.4

To reduce the suffering of animals transported live, the ADO recommends that the following parts of this
section be removed:
•
the compliance deadline for older ships in subsection 2.4(3);
•
the exception in subsection 2.4(4) which allows a lower velocity; and
•
the words 'as practicable' in paragraph 2.4(5)(a), so that all air provided to animals is 'clean and
fresh'.
The ADO submits that the emergency water reserve stipulated in subsection 5.4(2) should apply to all
ships regardless of when they were constructed or converted.

5.4

Other comments

While Australia continues to export live animals, which the ADO opposes in principle, we make the
following further submissions:
•
The ADO notes that stocking densities are not dealt with in the draft MO43. We submit that
AMSA is the appropriate authority to regulate stocking densities on live export vessels, and that
stocking densities should be prescribed in MO43. The stocking densities should be determined
with animal weflare as the paramount consideration.
•
To maintain the appearance of aspiring to the ‘five freedoms’ for farmed animals, the draft
MO43 should mandate space for each animal to stretch, turn around, and adopt a normal lying
posture.

Additional rows may be added by clicking the tab key at the end of the last entry.
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