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Sutton and south London can significantly contribute to  
London’s growth and future success as a world city. We want 
to work with the Greater London Authority and the Government 
to unlock that potential and help achieve ambitious targets for 
housing, sustainable living and economic growth.

Cllr Ruth Dombey, Leader of Sutton Council
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Subsea7’s new flagship office in Sutton Town Centre

Positioned between Heathrow and Gatwick Airports, and 
just 30 minutes away from central London by rail, it has 
become one of the most popular places in the UK to live.

As London’s population of 8.3m expands to a predicted 
9.5m in 2031, Sutton can significantly contribute to the 
increased housing, jobs and opportunities for family living 
that will be needed.

The foundations for significant growth are already in 
place. They include a skilled workforce, space to grow 
and a local authority that has put commercial innovation 
and growth at the heart of its plans.

Now is the time to get involved

Sutton is creating a 15 year vision to unlock development 
opportunities which will drive London’s economic growth.

It offers the opportunity to improve the lives of thousands 
of people who want to live in London, but need more 
space, for a higher quality of life.

Sutton Council is ready to work with partners including 
the Government, the Greater London Authority and the 
private sector to make Sutton a focus for London’s 
future growth.   

Sutton is a unique opportunity for London’s future growth.

– a focus for London’s growth.
Sutton 



Sutton Council has developed major 
infrastructure projects including:

•  A development company, Sutton Living 
Ltd and Housing Zone status to build 
much needed private and social housing

•  The London Cancer Hub – the world’s 
leading life science cluster for cancer  
science, drug development and treatment 

•  A decentralised energy network that can 
offer low carbon energy to up to 19,000 
new homes when fully implemented

•  The proposed Tramlink extension from 
Wimbledon to Sutton via Morden to  
support growth

Sutton Point – mixed used development next to Sutton Station





If South London was a city it would be 8th biggest in the UK. 

The South London  

Partnership  
The five boroughs that make up the South London 
Partnership – Sutton, Croydon, Kingston, Richmond  
and Merton – are home to 1.1 million people and nearly 
50,000 businesses.  

They already make a significant contribution to London by 
providing successful, vibrant places in which people want 
to live, work, learn and spend their leisure time. 

But there is so much more potential. South London offers 
the capacity to deliver the kind of sustainable growth 
London must have to meet its changing needs. 

The South London Partnership (SLP) is building on a 
long track record of successful joint working between 
the councils with a renewed commitment to shape 
sustainable growth.

It will shortly be setting out its prospectus for growth 
including the homes, jobs, skills, infrastructure and wider 
services needed to enable South London to thrive.

Delivering these aspirations will involve strengthened 
collaboration on strategic sub-regional agendas between 
the boroughs – through their new Joint Committee - along 

with new ways of working with partners including the 
Mayor and Government.

This will include seeking:

•  Investment in strategic infrastructure including 
transport – to unlock development and link people into 
jobs and learning

•  Greater freedom to deliver homes – to attract new 
investment and explore new delivery methods and 
funding mechanisms 

•  Devolved funding and decision-making – further 
devolution in areas including national insurance and 
property taxes

•  Greater ability to match skills to demand and 
support people into jobs – using local knowledge to 
boost employment and business opportunities 

•  New partnerships with the NHS and others – to 
support the social infrastructure to let our communities 
maximise their potential.



Stanley Park High School

Right place,  
right time  

We can help the GLA and the Government to reach  
their targets for sustainable economic growth and  
new housing.

Now is the time to get involved as we create our Local 
Plan – a 15 year vision for the development of Sutton 
including a masterplan to maximise growth in our  
town centre.

Together we can deliver major new regeneration areas, 
significant new housing, major office developments, help 
to tackle climate change and developing the transport 
infrastructure required to support all of this.

All the indications are that London’s growth is moving 
south because of lower rents, lower house prices and 
available space.

Sutton is well known for its family friendly environment. 
The borough has the second lowest crime rate in London, 
1,500 acres of quality open space and some of the best 
schools in the country.  

Sutton was recently voted fifth best place to live in the 
UK (Family Hotspot Report) and the borough is the third 
highest local authority in the country for the speed of 
house sales (Rightmove). 

Businesses are also being attracted by the space  
to expand – all within a 30 minute commute to  
central London. 

Sutton is creating its Local Plan which 
will be a 15 year vision for growth.



Stanley Park High School

Old Gas Works development – 186 new homes in Sutton Town Centre



Artist impression of The London Cancer Hub

Sutton is already home to The Institute of Cancer Research, 
London, and The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust.

Together with Sutton Council, the two institutions, working 
in close collaboration with the GLA and Epsom and St 
Helier Trust, want to expand on available brownfield land.

Called The London Cancer Hub, the 20 Ha site will be a 
community of scientists, doctors, innovative companies 
and patients, anchored by new research buildings, 
hospital facilities, restaurants and hotels.

It will support 10,000 researchers, clinical and  
support staff, and have a school at its heart to offer 
Londoners a ladder of opportunity into this world-leading 
growth sector.

The London Cancer Hub will also provide a major 
connection to London’s MedCity.

Masterplanners are currently designing the London 
Cancer Hub and it will need the continued support of the 
GLA and the Government to build the infrastructure to 
make it happen.

Creating

The London
Cancer Hub

London has the unique opportunity to be the world’s leading  
centre for cancer research, treatment and drug development. 



Artist impression of The London Cancer Hub

The benefits are clear:

•  Economic benefit of £1.1 billion per annum to the  
UK economy

•  Job creation with more than  13,000 jobs: 
7,000 life-science and support jobs, and 6,200 
construction jobs over a 20 year period

•  Innovation with a 40% rise in the number of new  
cancer drug discoveries and a substantial increase  
in the number of clinical trials

•  Expanding capacity for clinical care with space 
for the Royal Marsden to offer more treatment, 
alongside hotels for patients’ families

•  Incubator laboratory space and an emerging 
enterprise zone for companies to rent office,  
laboratory or manufacturing space 

•  Unlocking The London Cancer Hub with a 
Tramlink extension from Wimbledon to Sutton – 
subject to GLA support

•  Make London a centre of excellence for  
life sciences



Sutton Living

Our housing company, Sutton Living, has been set up 
to build and stimulate the construction of much needed 
family homes.

It will use prudential borrowing powers to build private 
and social homes, while also working with the private 
sector to unlock sites where development has stalled due 
to land hoarding or complex development issues. 

Housing Zone Status

Sutton is one of 20 Housing Zones across London as 
designated by the GLA.

The Sutton One Housing Zone has identified 12 key sites 
for residential development – seven in Sutton Town Centre 
and five in Hackbridge.

Eight of these are priority sites that will deliver more than 
1,600 new homes, around a quarter of which will be 
affordable housing.

Sutton Council is leading the way to 
help London tackle the housing crisis.

Above: Mixed use development of the 
old gas works site 
Left: The Hamptons, Worcester Park

New
housing



Sutton Decentralised Energy Network (SDEN) will  
use waste heat generated by an Energy Recovery  
Facility in Beddington to supply new developments in 
South London.

SDEN will also invest profits back into public services to 
benefit Londoners, for example they could be used in 
measures to reduce fuel poverty.

Barratt Homes are building 725 homes and a supermarket 
in Hackbridge to be connected to the SDEN. That will 
save 900 tonnes of CO2 emissions with future phases 
expected to increase this to over 5,000 tonnes.

Decentralised Energy Networks are an excellent way to 
deliver sustainable non fossil fuel energy to ensure we 
meet our climate change targets.

The plans are backed by the Government and the  
Greater London Authority as a sustainable way to  
reduce London’s carbon footprint.

Low carbon
energy

Sutton has set up its own energy company to provide 
low carbon heat and hot water to South London.





Sutton is now the only London borough without 
existing services or planned investment on the London 
Underground, London Overground and Docklands Light 
Railway (DLR). 

Improved connectivity

Urgent investment to upgrade Sutton’s rail network 
and improve connectivity will boost our ability to deliver 
growth for London.

Tramlink extension from Wimbledon

Sutton and Merton have been working with Transport  
for London to extend the Tramlink from Wimbledon  
to Merton.

The Tramlink extension will need to be made a priority for 
the GLA and the Government in order to achieve south 
London’s targets for housing, economic growth and 
sustainable living.

Improved transport to

support growth
Sutton’s transport infrastructure needs significant improvement 
if London is to realise the potential for growth.

The case is compelling:

•  Overwhelming public support – 84% of 10,000  
people surveyed (2015) support the extension 

•  Massive economic growth for London –  
Estimated to generate £500m GVA and £50 million  
resident expenditure

•  Improved life chances for Londoners – 10,000 new 
jobs and better access to higher paid employment 
opportunities for 59,000 people

•  Tackling London’s housing crisis – 10,000 new homes, 
delivering new development sites along the route

•  Securing the world’s leading life science cluster –  
The Tramlink would unlock the proposed London  
Cancer Hub

•  Clean, more accessible transport – Contribute to the 
Mayor’s target of cutting CO2 emissions by 2025

To find out more about the  
proposed Tramlink extension,  
and to pledge support, visit  
www.opportunitysutton.org/tramlink 
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If you are interested in looking to Sutton for London’s growth  
then please contact our inward investment arm, Opportunity Sutton,  

on 020 8770 5918 or email opportunitysutton@sutton.gov.uk 


