
Rhode Island Continuum of Care VI-SPDAT Policy 
The VI- (VI, F-VI, & TAY-VI) -SPDAT (Service Prioritization Decision Assistance Tool) are assessment tools used for literally homeless 

persons (18+) that are utilized to determine vulnerability when diversion from homelessness is unsuccessful. 

Updated 04.2018 

Fill in Agency Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print End User Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This agency recognizes the importance of streamlined adherence to the RI CoC VI-SPDAT Policy. This document should serve as a 
guideline in determining when staff or an End User (RIHMIS Policies & Procedures, 2018, 1.9) should complete a VI-SPDAT with a client in the 
Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) or other comparable database. For accurate reporting purposes, each client 
should only have one VI-SPDAT in their HMIS profile or other comparable database. For applicable HMIS users, as agreed to in the 
Rhode Island HMIS End User Agreement, proper user training, adherence to the HMIS Policy and Procedures Manual and a clear 
understanding of client confidentiality and coordinated care are vital to achieve our mission of assisting families and individuals in 
our community in resolving their housing crisis.  
 
By executing this agreement, you agree to abide by the following VI-SPDAT administration provisions: 

1. A VI-SPDAT should be administered with a client if/when diversion is not possible and there is no pre-existing VI-SPDAT in the 
clients HMIS profile or other comparable database.  

2. Prior to conducting a VI-SPDAT on any client, it is required that the how-to video available online at 
https://vimeo.com/126548635 is watched.   

3. Anyone conducting a VI-SPDAT within the Rhode Island CoC is required to use the same script while administering the 
assessment in order to ensure validity and reliability. Here is the VI-SPDAT Script:  
 

“My name is [your name] and I am the [position] here at [agency name]. 
The short survey we are about to do together is important in your determining how we can go about supporting and 
housing you. This survey usually only takes about 10 minutes to complete, and only asks “yes,” “no,” and “one-word” 
questions, so there is no need to get into detail with any of the answers. I’ll be honest, some questions are personal, but it 
is important to know that the more honest you are with your answers, the better it will assist you in the long run. You are 
not required to answer anything you feel uncomfortable with, and there is no right or wrong answer. Your answers will 
be held confidentially in HMIS and accessible to only those involved in your housing plan.  If you need help understanding 
anything, just let me know. Again, the more honest you are, the more it will help you sustain support and housing that fits 
your needs.” 
 

4. Although only one VI-SPDAT should be completed per client, there are some rare and documented circumstances that a client 
would need to have a more recent VI-SPDAT administered.  

a. Some of these circumstances include situations such as: the household was housed and became homeless again; 
there was a change in the household composition; and/or there was a major change in life circumstances.  

b. Regardless of the reasoning, each staff or RIHMIS End User must seek approval for doing a second VI-SPDAT from 
their supervisor and then complete the VI-Replacement Request Form to submit to the RIHMIS Staff for approval 
prior to completing another VI with the client.  

5. If any End-User notices that any client has more than one VI-SPDAT in HMIS please contact Don Larsen or Shalissa Coutoulakis at 
the RI Coalition for the Homeless (RICH) with the Client ID number to inform them of the error and ensure data integrity 
(don@rihomeless.org or shalissa@rihomeless.org) or by phone at 401-721-5685.  

I affirm the following: 

 I have received training in entering assessment data into HMIS (or other comparable database) and understand how to enter 
a VI-SPDAT into HMIS (or comparable databse). 

 I have read, understand and will abide by all VI-SPDAT policies while utilizing the tool as a representative of my organization.  
 I have been given contact information for the RIHMIS Staff in case I have any further questions or concerns. 

 

Your signature below indicates your agreement to comply with this VI-SPDAT Policy. There is no expiration date of this agreement.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________             _______________________________________________________________  
Staff/End-User Title        Date             Direct Supervisor Signature                     Date 
 
_______________________________________________________________             _______________________________________________________________  
Staff/End-User Signature        Date             RIHMIS Staff Signature                          Date
    

https://vimeo.com/126548635

