
 

 

Proposed build from July 2018   
 
 

Unley leading the charge with smart city technology  
 
Cutting-edge technology and a new playground will be installed at Heywood Park thanks to more than 
$400,000 of Federal and State Government funding. 
 
The City of Unley has secured a $264,000 Smart Cities and Suburbs Grant from the Federal Government 
to integrate smart technology at Heywood Park, improving safety and usability of the popular park and 
reducing operating and maintenance costs. 
 
It is also the recipient of $150,000 from the State Government’s Fund My Neighbourhood initiative for a 
mini ninja obstacle course in the park. 

 



 

 

The then Unley Mayor Lachlan Clyne said installation of revolutionary technology would make Heywood 
Park a testing ground for ‘intelligent’ parks in South Australia. 
 
“As a Council, we’re proud to have received the largest grant of this kind to be handed out in South 
Australia and it’s a testament to the City of Unley’s long-standing commitment to innovation and improving 
usability of our public spaces,” Mr Clyne said. 
 
Smart technology that will be installed as part of the project includes an electric car charging station, 
community WiFi, predictive lighting, apps to help people check the availability of car parking and 
barbecues, and technology to notify the Council when bins need to be emptied, and to minimise and 
monitor water usage. 
 
“Not only will the new technology save our ratepayers money, it will be almost entirely invisible as it will be 
concealed underground and inside existing infrastructure such as light poles, bins and watering systems,” 
Mr Clyne said. 
 
The project will also see new park furniture, paving, lighting and CCTV installed. 
 
Project designer and smart city expert Corey Gray, of Unley-based LVX Engineers, said Unley was at the 
forefront of smart city technology that would benefit both locals and visitors to the area.  
 
“It’s all about making it safer and easier for people to live and work while also delivering commercial and 
environmental benefits,” Mr Gray said. 
 
“Typically a lot of this technology has large up-front costs so the Federal Government’s grant allows the 
City of Unley to enter into the smart city space in a significant way and really lead the charge for councils 
around the State.” 
 
Meanwhile the new mini ninja obstacle course, designed to cater for children aged 10-14, will be 
constructed in the north eastern corner of Heywood Park. 
 
The then Premier Jay Weatherill said that Heywood Park would become a smart public space that engages 
the local community. 
 
“Unley residents have shown strong enthusiasm for the Fund My Neighbourhood program - one of the 
world’s biggest community funding initiatives. The mini-ninja obstacle course is a great way to get older 
children involved in outdoor physical activity. We may even see an Unley resident on TV screens in a future 
episode of Australian Ninja Warrior!’ 
 
“The ‘smart city’ plans for the park are a great example of how innovation can improve liveability and safety. 
Heywood Park will become an enviable community space, and a demonstration of the types of 
advancements we hope to see rolled out across the State in coming years.” 
 
Local resident Rebecca Deans, who garnered the support of 200 residents and petitioned the State 
Government for the funding, said the course would be a much welcome addition to the park. 
  
“The mini ninja obstacle course not only caters for ‘tweens’ but provides a fitness-based outdoor activity in 
a beautiful location,” she said. 
 
Construction is expected to start in July 2018. 
 
For more information or to complete a survey, please visit unley.sa.gov.au 
 
 
 


