
If my seller (or buyer) tells me they want to keep the purchase and sales price 

confidential, do I need to report sold data to the MLS? 

There is an obligation to report sold data to the MLS and is a condition of belonging to 

the MLS. As a result, failing to report sold data at the direction of the client may keep 

you in good graces with the client, but can result in fines and penalties from the MLS. 

When can I use the content to the MLS database? 

If you are listing a property or working with a buyer who is interested in knowing the 

sales prices of similar properties, you are authorized to use the information in the MLS 

database for this purpose. A Comparative Market Analysis is a good example of an 

appropriate use of the MLS database. 

What does it mean to be a non-disclosure state? 

It means the state cannot require you to disclose sold information.  It means that the 

sales price of real property is not available through the public record. In addition, it 

means employees of the Taxation and Revenue Department and the County Assessor’s 

office who come to know of the sales price of a specific parcel of real property due to 

their employment with the Taxation and Revenue Department or the County Assessor’s 

office are prohibited from disclosing the sales price of that particular property to the 

general public. 

What it does NOT mean:  
It does NOT mean that the law prohibits you as brokers or as members of the general 

public from divulging or discussing the sales price of a particular parcel of real 

property. 

Can I share the sales price of properties that I have sold in a farming letter, on 

social media or my website? 

Yes.  But you must have the consent of your clients.  

Am I permitted to share the sales price of a home to my clients? 

Yes. You may present to a seller what similar homes in their neighborhood have sold 

for. Knowing the sales prices of nearby properties allows buyers to understand better 

their local market and make an informed decision when deciding the price at which to 

list their property for sale. Sharing sales prices is allowed in this context, as it is not 

being disclosed in a publicly available document and is only being used for 

informational purposes in a private setting. 

Are listing brokers required to report the sales price to the Multiple Listing 

Service? 

Yes. By joining the MLS, the broker has agreed to provide information to establish and 

maintain the sold database of the MLS. As a result, listing agents are required to report 

sales data to the MLS.  

Can I share the sales price of other properties that have sold in the area, even if I 

was not involved in the transactions? 

No.  If you were not involved in the transaction as a listing broker or buyer broker, you 

have no authority to share this information. 

A national marketing entity has offered a substantial fee if I will send them the 

sold data base from our MLS. Can I do that? 

No. The database is the copyrighted property of the Multiple Listing Service and is not 

to be disseminated to other parties without the specific authorization of the MLS. Any 

broker who sells or provides copies of the database to third parties without 

authorization may be fined or sanctioned by the MLS. The sanctions may include 

suspension or termination of MLS membership. 

I would like to produce a flyer for my clients advising them of how many 

properties were sold in the area during the last year, what the market trends are, 

and similar information, can I use the statistical data from the MLS for this 

purpose? 

Yes. Any print or non-print forms of advertising or other forms of public 

representations based in whole or in part on information supplied by the Board or its 

MLS must clearly demonstrate the period of time over which such claims are based and 

must include the following, or substantially similar, notice:  "Based on information from 

the Ruidoso/Lincoln County Association of REALTORS® (alternatively, from the RLCAR 

MLS) for the period (date) through (date)".  So long as the statistical data is accurately 

reproduced, and a statement accompanies the information the information can be 

used for this purpose. 
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