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3 Advent, Yr. A: Expect Nothing 
Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
The Reverend Paul D. Allick, The Church of the Advent, Dec 15, 2019 

 
Expectations have been causing me trouble my whole life. 
Expecting the worst thing to happen haunts me on a regular 
basis. I spend too much time rehearsing conversations that 
are yet to happen, thinking I can read minds and then adjust 
accordingly.  
 
I too often allow expectations of how certain things should 
work and what the attitudes and behaviors of others should 
be to trap me in a state of agitation.  
 
A priest mentor of mine had a saying when we would fret 
about “how many might show up” at a Church event, “Expect 
nothing and you will always be surprised. Everyone who is 
supposed to be here will be here.” 
 
Expectations have taken a lot of joy away from me over the 
years. They have inhibited my ability to accept people and 
situations for what they are and appreciate what I have right 
in front of me. 
 
I ran across this quote from actor Michael J. Fox. He was 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s at the peak of his career. He has 
managed to continue to build his career despite this. He 
said, “My happiness grows in direct proportion to my 
acceptance, and in inverse proportion to my expectations.” 
 
In our Gospel today Jesus runs into a wall of expectation 
and not the joyful kind.  
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People are getting impatient with him. They had all kinds of 
expectations of Jesus and he wasn’t fulfilling them. Even 
John the Baptist begins to question Jesus’ legitimacy. John 
is in prison. This ushering in of the messiah isn’t working out 
the way he had planned. He sends his disciples to ask 
Jesus, “are you the one to come or should we be looking for 
someone else.”  

 
Jesus answers John by asking him to look at what was going 
on: people were being healed in mind, body and spirit. What 
else was John expecting?  
 
And then he turns it around by asking the people what they 
expected from John. Did they expect the one announcing the 
coming of the messiah to be dressed in soft robes and 
speaking eloquently?  
 
From his birth in a barn to his dying on a cross Jesus from 
that irrelevant backwater province never lived up to the 
expectations of others.   
 
We modern disciples, even though we know the full story, 
still hold unrealistic expectations about Jesus. Too often we 
expect him to miraculously solve all the issues in our lives 
and to immediately heal the brokenness of humanity.  
 
But the Gospel does not teach this. In Christ we are not 
freed from life we are shown how to live it well. Jesus did not 
escape the perils of being human and neither will we.  
 
However, he did ultimately escape it by his resurrection. 
Once he let go of his ego and died on that cross, he was 
free. That is why we are called to die to ourselves (and our 
expectations) so that we can learn how to enjoy all that God 
has given us. 
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God has made so many sacrifices for us. His cross was 
certainly a sacrifice but think about his incarnation. God 
allowed himself to enter fully into our human experience. 
 
He felt his body, his emotions, he lived with a family, and he 
also had to put up with people whose opinions about religion 
and politics were just wrong.  
 
He did all that to show us how to be redeemed. He was born 
in an animal stable and died on a cross like a criminal so that 
we could have a new chance at life. 
 
He showed us how to be completely free. What else are we 
expecting him to do?  
 
On this Third Sunday of Advent we light the pink candle on 
the Advent Wreathe to signal our hopeful expectation that 
God is coming among us to save us. To save us from 
ourselves and our high expectations of life. 
 
Some of us also think of the pink candle as a memorial of 
Blessed Mary of Nazareth. She did not let her expectations 
get in the way of accepting what God was calling her to do. 
She said yes to God’s will even though it didn’t make any 
human sense. But Mary had the scriptures deep in her heart. 
She accepts the arduous mission with nothing to go on 
except her trust in God. 
 
As her cousin Elizabeth greets her and confirms that she is 
indeed carrying the Christ, Mary sings the Magnificat, “My 
soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.” What is Mary 
singing about? God has put her in an impossible situation.  
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But Mary knew tradition and scripture. It is really an old song 
she is singing. It is the Song of Hannah from 1st Samuel. 
Hannah was another woman of faith who trusted that God 
would do the impossible.  
 
Mary knew that what we expect from God is not always what 
happens. God calls us on peculiar missions sometimes as 
he works out his purposes.  
 
Mary, as the first disciple of Jesus, shows us how to manage 
our expectations. It isn’t about God meeting our 
expectations. It’s about us discerning what God expects of 
us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


