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Advent I, Yr. A: Already Taken 
Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 
The Reverend Paul D. Allick, Church of the Advent, December 1, 2019 

 

I grew up in fear of the Second Coming of Christ. In the 
particular Christian environment, I grew up in, I was taught 
that unless I accepted Jesus as my savior in a specific way 
and lived my life under certain guidelines, I would be left 
behind when he returned to gather up the good people. I 
never felt I could live up to those guidelines; I didn’t think my 
family could either.  
 
Many religious teachers in my life used Holy Scripture as a 
threat instead of as a promise. I wonder how many people 
stay away from Christianity because they are tired of being 
threatened. 
 
As we enter this Season of Advent, we are going to hear 
many readings and prayers which sound threatening. This is 
because as we prepare to celebrate the first Advent of Christ 
at Bethlehem, we are kept in mind of his second Advent at 
the end of time.  
 
We could read today’s Gospel as a threat. Jesus warns us 
that we cannot know when that terrible and great day will 
happen. It will come like a thief in the night. We will be like 
the people in the days of Noah before the flood. We will be 
eating and drinking, working and playing, planning big future 
events like weddings, and then all of the sudden that day will 
come. Two people will be at their daily tasks: one will be 
taken and one will be left behind. 
 
Do you want to be left behind? If not, you’d better make 
yourself clean and holy. You’d better be going to the right 
Church that teaches the right things. 
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The theology which birthed the idea of “The Rapture” dates 
back only to the 19th century. It is an opinion. It does not 
have the depth of other more ancient and historical Church 
teachings on the subject.  

 
The early Church Fathers and many subsequent teachers 
approached these questions in more complex ways.  
 
We believe that Jesus has come as one of us. He will come 
again in glory. But he is also still with us. He comes to us 
everyday if we choose to greet him.  
 
Time with God is not like we understand time. Christ has 
come, Christ is risen, Christ will come again and it is all 
happening at once. 
 
In the 12th Century, St. Bernard, explained it this way. The 
coming of the Lord is threefold. First, he was seen on earth 
and lived among humankind. At his second coming all flesh 
will see the salvation of God. The third way Jesus comes to 
us is happening right now.  
 
St. Bernard writes, “The first coming was in flesh and 
weakness, the middle coming is in spirit and power, and the 
final coming will be in glory and majesty.” We experience the 
middle coming every time we pray, meditate on the 
Scriptures or gather for Holy Eucharist. When we do these 
things, Jesus come to us. He and his Father dwell with us. 
 
Don’t worry about who is going to be taken and who is going 
to be left behind. You have already been taken. Every time 
you whisper a prayer to God you are taken. Every time we 
gather for worship we are taken. Every time we receive the 
Blessed Sacrament, we are taken.  
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Every time we offer an encouraging word to a brother or 
sister, we are taken, every time we do something for the 
least among us, we are taken. Every time we stand up for 
honesty in the face of deceit or denial, we are taken. 
 
In short, when we live out our Baptismal Vows we are taken.  
 
The Catechism instructs us in how to be prepared for the 
Coming of the Son of Man, “The duty of all Christians is to 
follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate 
worship; and to work, pray, and give for the spread of the 
kingdom.” (Book of Common Prayer, p.856) 

 
 

The way to be ready is to present to God and each other in 
Christ. The way to do this is to make our Church life our life 
not some piece of it on our long list of places to be and 
people to see.  
 
When we come together as the Church, for study, prayer, 
worship and fellowship, we are lighting our lamps and getting 
prepared. We approach that clear vision of Isaiah, that holy 
mountain, where we will receive instruction, justice and 
peace through the mercy of God. 
 
Now, now is the time of salvation not in some distant 
threatening future. Now we lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light. Now we live honorably as if 
that final day has already come.  
 
We actually do not have to wait. We just need to wake up. In 
our common life in Christ, we are already taken. 

 
Reference: Advent Homily: St. Bernard on the Three Comings of the Lord  www.caholic.org 
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