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Proper 7A: This is Serious Stuff 
Jeremiah 20:7-13; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39 
The Rev. Paul D Allick, The Church of the Advent, June 21, 2020 

 
We’ve heard some very heavy preaching today from 
Jeremiah, Paul and Jesus today. Our inclination might be to 
run from these types of scriptures and go to the ones about 
a “loving God.”  
 
But to ignore these bits would weaken our understanding of 
God. Instead, let’s step back and look at the human 
experiences of these three preachers.  
 
Jeremiah preached right before Jerusalem was invaded by 
the Babylonians. He warned them, “If we don’t change our 
ways and put God back at the center of our lives we will be 
destroyed.”  
 
The people of Jerusalem responded, “Lighten up and stop 
criticizing us.” Then the inevitable happened, the armies of 
Nebuchadnezzar invaded and took most of the people into 
exile.  
 
Jeremiah was left behind with a remanant of survivors. His 
critics came to him, “You were right after all. Now what do 
we do?” Jeremiah said, “Whatever you do don’t go to Egypt.”  
 
They of course went to Egypt and carried him off with them. 
Jeremiah died there in despair. He preached for decades 
and no one ever listened to him. Just as Abraham and Sarah 
never saw those descendants too many to count, just as 
Moses never saw the promised land, Jeremiah’s ministyr 
was meant for future generations.  
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Paul’s life was filled with hardship. The endless travels and 
the imprisonments.  
 
Paul was a learned Jew and a Roman citizen. He had 
everything going for him. He prosecuted the followers of 
Jesus. Then he went through that dramatic conversion. He 
became enemy to his former allies and had to convince his 
former enemies that he was now their brother in Christ. Paul 
died in Rome as a martyr.  
 
When Paul reminds us that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus are also baptized into his death, that our 
old self was crucified with Christ, he knows well of what he 
speaks.  
 
Jesus spent his time on earth teaching people things that 
were difficult for them to understand and they very often did 
not want to hear. He was hounded by religious and political 
officials. And his days on earth ended in a brutal torture and 
execution. When he tells us that his message will bring 
about division, he knows what he is talking about.  
 
If we avoid these difficult scriptures, we miss half of the 
meaning of our religion. Committing to the Christian life is a 
very serious matter. Yes, we find comfort in it but we also 
face many challenges along the way. The trials and 
tribulations do not disappear.  
 
Jesus tells his followers, “I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword.” This teaching confuses us. Isn’t Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace? 
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Jesus is warning us that if we follow him, if we take up our 
cross, if we lose our life for the sake of his message, it is 
often going to feel like our lives are being split in two. If we 
are really about living a selfless life, we are going to suffer 
because our egos are going to be crucified. If we are really 
going to work for reconciliation some will resent us and 
others will think that we are fools.  
 
As we follow Jesus, we will often bite our tongues, contantly 
keep a check on our egos, and listen with more intention to 
one another so we can forgive. And sometimes we will do all 
of that and get nowhere.   
 
In the Letter to the Hebrews we read, “The word of God is 
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides…able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.” (4:12)  
 
If we are going to follow Christ we should expect to be 
transformed. And transformation will make us uncomfortable.  
 
God is loving and all merciful. In our baptism we are now 
expected to also be loving and merciful. We are set upon the 
foundation of God’s loving kindness. The prophets, the 
apostles, the saints and our Savior have taught us that we 
will be judged on that account. And to live out that 
expectation is bound to challenge our egos and make us into 
people God made us to be.  
 


