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Introduction to SHEDx

Tolworth currently faces a period of 
significant regeneration, with crossrail, 
major planning applications and 
ambitions for the A3 bringing a new focus 
on this previously overlooked part of the 
borough. ‘The Community Brain’, a local 
community interest company run by Robin 
Hutchinson, wants the community and 
not just developers to feel the benefits. 

People need ‘spaces to breathe’ and 
public land to be kept public and 
better preserved. The Community 
Brain has recently been successful in 
securing funds through crowd funding 
to create a Suburban Farming project 
on the Tolworth Allotments to inspire and 
encourage local people to ‘green and 
grow’ and to engage the community 
in changing Tolworth together. The 
principle visual for this process is SHEDx.

The allotment shed has a special 
history, with the pride once being 
to construct a shed without having

to pay for any materials; reclaiming, 
recycling and re-engineering. 

However, cost effective sheds from DIY 
stores have meant that this creativity 
is disappearing. Before they are lost 
forever, The Community Brain together 
with students in MArch Unit 5 at 
Kingston University wanted to recreate 
a ‘shed’ on the Tolworth allotment that 
can be flat packed and transported 
to a variety of different places where 
it will stand showcasing an exhibition 
of this nature; alongside testimonies 
to the other sheds on the allotments.

Inspired by The Community Brain’s 
sense of community collaboration and 
empowerment, students from Unit 5 
have selected, surveyed, engineered 
and re-created like-for-like SHEDx. 
This document captures this process 
from start to finish, highlighting the 
characteristics of the shed, mainly ‘the 
wonk’, and the process of collaboration. 

We hope you enjoy all it has to offer.  
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Part 1
The Community Brain and

Tolworth Allotment
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A statement by Robin Hutchinson

“With all the changes Tolworth is going 
through at the moment, it seemed like the 
perfect opportunity to use a large shed 
gifted to The Community Brain and the 
allotment next to it as a space to encourage 
people to think about growing. We want 
to encourage people to find more land 
to use to grow on; they are spaces of life.

There is so much to celebrate. It was 
quite amazing to find out that the original 
voice and face of the Dig for Victory 
campaign, Cecil Henry Middleton lived 
and died in neighbouring Surbiton.

When wandering through the allotment with 
these ideas, we came across the little green 
shed and it sang to me. It was unique and 
frail, yet beautifully sculptural and from a time 
when you cobbled your shed together from 
found elements. These old sheds have been 
salvaged, begged and borrowed for and put 
together with a sense that everybody is a 
designer and an engineer in their own special 
way. We are concerned with the arrival of 
DIY flat-packed sheds that we are going 
to lose these artisan sculptures. The green 
shed has almost become a spiritual emblem 
of what is happening to our allotments 
today and what we risk losing forever.

The project has been awarded Heritage 
Lottery funding, safeguarding an exhibition 
showingcasing SHEDx and a century’s worth of 
the history of allotments in Tolworth and Surbiton.

The shed is charming and has a story to tell. 
We want to put the re-created shed in places 
where people wonder ‘why has a shed turned 
up?’ and ‘why is it built at that angle?’ – 
showcasing a build where ‘oh gosh…oh well, 
I’ll just cut the wood to that shape!’ was the 
spirit. What will an allotment of the future look 
like and what will a shed be? This shed on tour 
will be an important part of that discussion. 
There is so much information out there now 
on the impact of mental health and wellbeing 
through having a relationship with the soil and 
the outside world at a time when things like the 
mobile phone are driving us to a virtual world. 

People will see this shed out of context and 
think: what, why and wonder. Most people 
will not see the fundamental beauty of it 
because it’s not beautiful in the traditional 
sense, but in my opinion it’s utterly charming. 
It will challenge people’s perceptions skin 
deep and surface. There’s a huge heritage 
issue surrounding allotments and sheds and, 
unless fought for, they’re going to disappear. 

I hope the students feel proud of this shed 
wherever it goes.”
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Part 2
About MArch Unit 5
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Above: Unit 5 Shed Selection.
Facing Page: Site Plan showing the lcoations of the chosen sheds on the allotment
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Plot 50 - Contextual Isometric 

Plot 107 - Plot Plan

Above and Facing Page: 
Examples of Unit 5’s capture of Tolworth Allotment’s plots.
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We are interested in production and its 
empowering nature for local communities. 
Unit 5 is focused on the craft of building. 

Unit 5’s year started at Tolworth Allotments, 
where we collaborated with The Community 
Brain and the residents of the allotment 
to capture their plots and create a lasting 
legacy which celebrates locally produced 
food and the allotments shared heritage. Our 
contribution will be multi-faceted and it is 
envisaged that this project will be a catalyst 
for a long and meaningful relationship 
between the department of architecture and 
the community in which the university resides. 

Through careful analysis, each student 
has aimed to capture their plots history, 
character, narrative and the person behind its 
growth through a series of drawings showing 
plans, elevations, an axonomentric, photos 
and a section. This has created a unique 
collection of drawings across the unit which 
shows our understanding of the allotment 
and its people. 

This is has been supported by the Unit’s 
collective research on the Tolworth allotment 
movement, further supported by a field trip 
to Berlin where we visited several community 
allotments: The Prinzessinnengarten, 
Templehof Airport and the Gärtnerei Berlin – 
all of which have provided inspiration to the 
students and our allotment project. 

As part of our own analysis, we have 
collaborated with Robin Hutchinson to 
recreate our selected SHEDx. Working 
together as a team, we have designed, 
detailed and constructed the recreation of 
SHEDx which has presented its challenges 
but ultimately has been an incredibly 
rewarding experience; one which has aided 
our expertise in craft and construction. 

This project has been a catalyst for our thesis 
project where we are looking to echo the 
focus on production and design within a 
suburban context. 
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Plot 43 - Sketches
Above and Facing Page: 
Examples of Unit 5’s capture of Tolworth Allotment’s plots.
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Plot 4 - Section

1:50 Axonometric Of Plot
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fruit net
enclosures

Above and Facing Page: 
Examples of Unit 5’s capture of Tolworth Allotment’s plots.
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Above and Facing Page: 
Excerpts from Student’s interviews with Shed Owners.

Student: What is your relationship to this 
allotment? 

Shed Owner: So I grew up in Yorkshire and 
when I was a child we would grow food in 
our gardens if the farmers could not provide 
us with the things we needed like turnips 
or onions we just did not have it. So I was 
thought how to garden at a very early age. 
I like to set myself a task everyday, if I 
complete the task I am happy, but if I start to 
get a horrible pain then I take it easy. It is a 
never ending process. It is a lot of work, and 
I think what a lot of people make the mistake 
with is they will do two days digging up the 
allotment, two to three weeks later the weeds 
are all grown back, you can see over there, I 
did those weeds a week ago and they are 
right back, so that’s how quickly the weeds 
have grown. If people neglect their plots 
and allow the weeds to grow we all suffer, 
because the seeds will blow and everyone 
will be affected. Everyone here knows each 
other and we help each other as much as we 
can.”

“Student: What are these water bottles on a stick for?
 
Shed Owner: When the wind blows it makes a rattling noise, and 
what this does is create a disturbance to the pigeons, I don’t have 
anything on them but they are a nuisance sometimes. There are 
different methods like using blank CDs which reflect light and that 
causes somewhat of a distraction however I find this method best.”

“Student: How long have you been at the allotments for?

Shed Owner: 11 years roughly. Because I moved here 11 years ago 
and I more or less had one straight away.

Student: What was your plot like before you started working on it?
It weren’t too bad. A bit jungled up. I had decided on flatbeds, you 
know like that where nothing spreads out and you keep it in so it’s 
more manageable.

Student: It seems like you have a few different projects going on?

Shed Owner: Yeah peppers. Onions at the back, they’re drying out. 
They’re done with. It’s all done. Still a couple of peppers on the 
stems there but they’ll be alright. Winters coming now in it almost. 
You gotta start clearing away.”

“Student: What’s the story behind the flag?

Shed Owner: Well I trained with the Marine Corps. Urm, and partly cos of the Second World War. They were greatly involved. If hadn’t 
been for them, we wouldn’t be sitting here today. And you don’t know how true that is. People don’t realise that. You got a lot to thank 
people for who fought in that war.”
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“Student: What were the first impressions 
and coming into the allotment community 
like?

Shed Owner: At first, I was rather anxious 
about coming into this community. Some 
people have had their allotments for 40, even 
50 years, and in all honesty, at the beginning I 
felt intimidated. Before owning an allotment, 
I assumed that it is mainly for older people to 
potter around in, but was proven completely 

otherwise.

Immediately, I was drawn to the shed, even 
know at the time was quite run down, dirty 
and left in an old wood looking condition. The 
plot itself was overgrown with weeds up to 
the waist when I first arrived, so you could see 
only a part of the shed. 
Getting involved with gardening gave me 
motivation to get out of the house, and the 
feeling of achievement with each days’ worth 

of work was overwhelmingly rewarding.”         

“Student: One of the main features that drawn me to your plot 
was the striking colour palette. Could you talk a little about the 
beautiful colours of choice?

Shed Owner: Purple is one of my favourite colours, and I love the 
film ‘The Colour Purple’ which is so moving and powerful, which 
means that to me, this colour bears a strong connotation to being 
powerful and strong. It was an encouragement for me to be strong.“

“Student: I didn’t realise orignally how large your allotment plot is! 
How do you keep up its maintenance?

Shed Owner: This plot is 100 square meters. You see we work ‘crop 
rotation’, so we have cabbage there, potatoes here and beans. 
Those things are growing wild in there now. You rotate them yearly  
so nothing grows in the same place for four years. Its called soil 
management. Everything you buy in the supermarket is grown in 
these super big greenhouses and nothings fresh like this here.

Student: How old is your grape vine?

Shed Owner: Around the 1920’s I reckon, a nice lady on another 
plot asked if I wanted it and so I took it and its been on my plot 
ever since.”

Student: Do you often get those foxes (appearing from the behind the shed) visiting your plot?

Shed Owner: I’ve had a phesant walking around here as well. The annoying thing is now they’ve built their den here, so I’m going to have 
blinking fox cubs, they’re like kittens, they’re barmy! They’re babies they have to learn, I’ve tried to stop the lads in the yard feeding them 
so that they learn to hunt like they need to be able to do in the wild...the Pigeons around here will want to stay out the way now.”
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Part 3
The Original SHEDx 
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Situated at the front of Tolworth Allotment, 
the original SHEDx sits greeting all visitors 
to the site. Cobbled together with found 
timber, the shed represents a time before the 
days of the ‘flat pack’ shed; which many of 
its distinctive features signify. Amongst many 
others, perhaps its most striking feature is its 
‘wonk’ and its beautiful decorative panels 
covering its West elevation. The shed was 
surveyed meticulously by students in Unit 5 
to ensure all of its features were recorded in 
order to replicate its ‘recreation’ and ensure 
that its characteristics were accurately 
embodied for the SHEDx project. 

The weathered timber. The decorative panels. The graffiti and door handle.



26



27



28



29

Part 4
Survey and Construction Drawings 
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Above: Surveying the angles of ‘the wonk.’
Facing Page: Survey notes of the front elevation.
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Above: Survey drawing of the rear elevation.
Facing Page: Survey notes of the decorative panels.
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Above: Floor Plan.
Facing Page: Front Elevation (D).
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Above: Rear Elevation (B).
Facing Page: Side Elevation (C). 
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Above: Roof Panel.
Facing Page: Exploded Axonometric of Panels.
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Above and Facing Pages: Detail of the Decorative Panels (A).
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Above: Roof Panel Construction Drawing.
Facing Page: Floor Panel Construction Drawing.



43



44

Above: Front Elevation Construction Drawing.
Facing Page: Side Elevation Construction Drawing.
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Above: Side Elevation Construction Drawing.
Facing Page: Rear Elevation Construction Drawing.
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ISOMETRIC
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Above and Facing Page: Insert Nut Detail Drawings. 
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Part 5
Construction
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Above and Following Pages: Unit 5 collaboration for the recreation of SHEDx
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Part 6
The Finishing Touches
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Above and Facing Page: The laser cutting and painting of the decorative panels.
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Above and Facing Page: Painting and Weathering. 
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Part 7
The Shed Opening
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