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Today our feature story is on the annual Bonneville Speedway World Land Speed Record attempts. 
This presentation is based on research, mainly through Google and Google Images as I have not 

personally been there, but do have an interest in it. 
You may also be familiar with the Bonneville Speedway through mention on TV news programmes 
over the years showing when a new world  land speed record was set. Its hard to forget images on 

the news programmes of jet propelled cars doing over 1,200 km/hr and motorcycles doing over 600 
km/hr. And of course who hasen’t heard of the movie “The World’s Fastest Indian” which is about 

one man’s achievements at Bonneville.  
 

 

Image 1 - The Bonneville Salt Flats is a densely packed salt pan in Tooele County in northwest Utah. 
It is the largest of many salt flats located west of the Great Salt Lake. This property is public land and 

is known for land speed records at the Bonneville Speedway.  Access to the flats is open to the 
public. The first land speed record was set there in 1914 and since then motorsport enthusiasts have 

been making the pilgrimage to this hallowed ground to prove their might and merit to achieve the 
ultimate goal of going faster than anyone else on land. Land speed records continue to be set here.  

By now it has a great deal of automotive history. 
In 1910, the first permanent crossing of the Bonneville Salt Flats was completed when the Southern 

Pacific Railroad was built linking Salt Lake City and San Francisco. 



 

Image 2 - The Bonneville Salt Flats are just east of the border between Nevada and Utah and near a 
small town known as Wendover. This usually quiet town becomes the mecca for thousands of fans 

of land speed racing from all over the world during speed events. 
The salt lakes were formed when ancient Lake Bonneville dried up. As the water evaporated, salt 

deposits were left behind. 
 
 

 

Image 3 - The Bonneville salt flats are only 1.5 hr drive west of Salt Lake City. 



 

Image 4 - The Salt Flats expanse covers 30,000 acres and lies 4,218 feet above sea level. 

 

 

Image 5 - Aerial view of the Bonneville Salt Flats in 2015; the race track is located in the upper left 

part of photo near Wendover. 

The salt flats are about 125 miles west of Salt Lake City, Utah and 375 miles north of Las Vegas.  They 

are not man-made but created by Mother Nature and sometimes referred to as the 8th wonder of 

the world. 



 

Image 6 - Here it is – “The Land of Speed” where you will see the fastest vehicles on earth. This 

terrain is perfectly suited for straight line land speed record racing. Nowhere else on the planet is 

the land this flat – there are no elevation changes. It’s an otherworldly landscape.  It’s quite logical 

to use this area for land speed records as it requires very little preparation for this purpose and its 

expanse makes it as safe as it could be. 

 

 

Image 7 - The salt flats are described as being vast, stark and yet beautiful. 



 

Image 8 – A sign on the way to Bonneville Speedway.  

 

 

Image 9 - The fine print on this sign says: 

Utah’s famed measured mile is located approximately seven miles beyond this marker, well in front 

of the mountains you see on the horizon. The elevation along the course is approximately 4,218 feet 

above sea level. The total length of the course that includes the measured mile varies from year to 

year, but for recent years it has been laid out in a path 80 feet wide and approximately 10 miles 

long, with a black reference stripe down the middle. Due to curvature of the earth, it is impossible to 

see from one end of the course to the other. Timing of world land-speed record runs is under the 

jurisdiction of the United States Automobile Club. World land-speed record times represent an 

electronically-timed average of two runs over the measured mile, within a one hour period – one 

run in each direction. The first world land-speed record on the Bonneville Salt Flats was set on 

September 3, 1935 by Sir Malcolm Campbell. His speed was 301.13 miles per hour. Craig Breedlove 

holds the honor of being the first man to go faster than 400, 500, and 600 miles per hour. His record 

of 600.601 miles per hour, set on November 15, 1965, was finally broken on October 23, 1970 by 

Gary Gabelich. Gabelich’s new record is 622.407 miles per hour. Both Gabelich’s rocket engine “Blue 

Flame” and Breedlove’s jet powered “Spirit of America” was equipped with specially designed 

inflatable tyres, pre-tested to speeds in excess of 800 miles per hour. 



 

Image 10 - Welcome to the world of land speed racing! This is hallowed ground to fans of this 

motorsport. 

 

 

 

Image 11 - If you just happen to be passing through, you can drive/ride on the flats just to 

experience the weirdness of the place.  You are there at your own risk and there are no speed limits 

on the salt flats. Driving around with no reference points means you can easily get lost and be 

unable to find your way back to the roadway. There is also no cell phone service in this area meaning 

GPS systems are inoperable. 

 



 

Image 12 - Racing takes place at part of the Bonneville Salt Flats known as the Bonneville Speedway. 
There is a sealed road which takes you there. 

There are 5 major land speed events that take place here every year, for example “Speed Week” in 
mid-August, “World of Speed” in September, and “World Finals” in October. 

Cars and bikes have been named after Bonneville. The car is the Pontiac Bonneville and the bike is 
the Triumph Bonneville. 

 

 

Image 13 - A 1958 Pontiac Bonneville Sport Coupe. The Pontiac Bonneville was an automobile built 

by Pontiac from 1957 to 2005. Assembled in Michigan and Missouri, USA. 



 

Image 14 - A 1966 Pontiac Bonneville 4-door hardtop. 
The Bonneville remained Pontiac’s costliest and most luxurious model throughout the 1960’s. I recall 

these were the biggest cars on the roads in Sydney at that time.  
 
 

 

Image 15 - A 1963 Pontiac Bonneville convertible. 



 

 

Image 16 - A 1970 Triumph Bonneville T120R 650cc parallel twin motorcycle. 
This motorcycle was originally manufactured by Triumph Motorcycles Ltd from the West Midlands, 

England from 1959 to 1983 and from 1985 to 1988. Triumph’s first T120 Bonneville model was 
unveiled at the Earls Court Bike Show and then went on sale in 1959. 

Triumph has a history of breaking the land speed record, holding the title of “World’s Fastest 
Motorcycle” between 1955 and 1970. The Bonneville name for this bike was conceived following 

Johnny Allan’s land speed record runs at the salt flats in September 1956 when he reached a record 
breaking speed of 193.72 mph (311.76 km/hr). 

 

 

Image 17 - A 2011 Triumph Bonneville T100 865cc parallel twin motorcycle. The new Bonneville 
strongly resembles the earlier models in style and basic configuration but has modern engineering.  
The latest series of Triumph motorcycles began in 2001 in Leicestershire, England with some models 
now being produced at the company’s Thailand manufacturing facility. 



 

Image 18 - The Bonneville Salt Flats area is so salty that nothing can grow there, and so arid that no 
one wants to live there.  However a company does harvest minerals out of the salt (the salt surface 
contains potassium, magnesium, lithium and sodium chloride (common table salt)) but that is about 
all the flats are good for besides racing! Several times a year (conditions permitting), this ancient lake 
bed is a motorsports Mecca! And “conditions permitting” hints of variable conditions which often 
lead to cancellations of the speed events due to poor salt conditions basically meaning that the salt 
is too wet and slushy.  When wet, the salt surface is soft and is easily damaged by vehicles. Wet 
patchy surfaces have caused nine major races to be cancelled or cut short in recent years. 
 
Each winter a shallow layer of standing water floods the surface of the salt flats. During spring and 
summer, the water slowly evaporates while winds smooth the surface into a vast, nearly perfect flat 
plain. 

 

Image 19 - On the Speedway the salt is perfectly flat and from a distance looks like a frozen lake bed 

covered with snow. No vegetation grows in this area. The Speedway area is where the salt is most 

consistent. Elsewhere, despite the salt having the appearance of a hard surface, much of it is a thin 

salt crust over soft mud which easily breaks under the weight of a vehicle. The salt flats need a bit of 

grooming prior to racing to smooth out bumpy bits. The ideal surface is when the salt is dry but it 

should definitely be avoided when wet. The salt crust is normally about 3 inches thick on the 

raceway and should be avoided where it is thinner. 



 

Image 20 - For the salt flats to be viable for racing they need to be dry. A combination of ill-timed 
rain and thin salt caused the cancellation of racing in both 2014 and 2015. The Salt Gods need to be 
smiling for the racing events to take place. 
 

 

Image 21 - If you bring your dog to the salt flats you need to cover its feet as the salt will irritate its 

foot pads. 

 



Let’s check out the cars first and then the bikes. 

There is quite a difference between the world’s fastest car and the world’s fastest bike. The current 

records are: for cars 763 mph (1,228 km/hr), and for bikes 376.4 mph (605.7 km/hr). So the cars are 

twice as fast but understand that these top end cars are jet or rocket propelled. 

 

 

 

Image 22 - Salt and speed – a heady combination. The most recognisable LSR (Land Speed Record) 
cars and bikes are the “streamliners”, those “jets without wings”. Drivers of these streamliners are 
strapped into their vehicles like a fighter pilot and it’s a very tight fit. A combination of aerodynamics 
and horsepower are the principal design considerations for these racing machines. 

 
Most race teams here have spent the previous 12 months in preparation for this event doing 

research and development. 
 

 



 

Image 23 - These vehicles are so highly geared that they need to be push started to about 40 mph by 
push trucks to get them on their way. 

Everyone there is 100% focussed on just one thing – going fast! And the conversations are mostly 
about the condition of the salt. 

Despite being a desolate, lifeless desert for about 300 days a year, the Bonneville Salt Flats 
transforms into speed nirvana during motorsport events. 

There are no facilities or services on the salt flats. Temporary facilities are available only during 
racing events. Overnight stays are prohibited on the salt flats. Private campgrounds are available 10 

miles west in nearby Wendover. 

 

Image 24 - For more than 100 years there has been a demand for a large flat area in which to set 
speed records in cars and on bikes and Bonneville has provided such a venue. Few places on earth 

are so steeped in speed history. 
People who have been to an event at Bonneville are usually infected with “salt fever” – a desire to 

go racing themselves. It’s very contagious! 
Hundreds of cars, trucks and motorcycles arrive at the flats every August for Speed Week. 

 
As you can see in the image, there is no shade or seating so its bring your own of both. 



 

Image 25 - Check out this streamliner! These vehicles usually undergo wind tunnel testing to get the 
most out of their design. 

The largest sanctioning body for speed trials at Bonneville is the California Timing Association – 
Bonneville Nationals Incorporated (SCTA-BNI). SCTA-BNI events include Speed Week in August and 
the World Finals in October, with the earlier event usually drawing more entries. In September the 
more laid back annual Utah Salt Flats Racing Association World of Speed takes place. Also in August 

is the motorcycle only Bonneville Motorcycle Speed Trials. 
 
 

 

Image 26 - A typical course is an 11 mile dead straight stretch with a width of 80 feet. There are 
visible markers at every mile along the way with the first 5 miles being the speed up zone. The 6th 
mile is the “measured mile” (timed zone) and the last 5 miles is the slow down zone. Streamliners 
like the one pictured deploy parachutes to assist in the slowing down process. Very accurate 
electronic timing is utilised for race timing. So cars don’t race side by side but run against the clock 
individually to record their “measured mile” times.  



 

Image 27 - To set a record you need to do it twice. Officially recorded runs involve two separate 

runs, one in each direction, and the official speed is the average of the two.  

If you want to move about as a spectator it’s a good idea to bring a pit bike to run around on 

because there are 3 miles between the starting line and the furthest part of the pits.  

 

Image 28 - Regular looking street cars can also have a go on the salt flat Speedway in their own 

category. Here we see a 1963 Chevrolet Impala on a run. These cars however usually have extensive 

modifications to their chassis and engines to make them far faster than anything you can buy in a 

dealership.   



 

Image 29 - Girl with 1932 Ford sedan Hot-rod. This may look like an icy cold scene from the 
snowfields but it is in fact on the hot salt flats. In this image we see the sun setting over the salt 
where the air temperature finally drops to below 1000 F. Temperatures can exceed 100oF in the 

summer and drop well below 0oF in the winter. It’s not uncommon for afternoon temperatures to 
exceed 1100 F in summer. In fact heat stroke is a real danger if you ignore personal protection and 

you need to make sure you cover the salt over which you are sitting or you’ll cook from the bottom 
up by reflected UV waves off of the salt. On hot days, heat waves rise from the salty soil which 
creates mirages that look amazingly real. If you believe your eyes, the dry desert looks like it is 

covered by water. 
 

Average temperatures here are 72.10F with only 1.74 inches of precipitation per year. 

 

Image 30 - This car is based on a 1953 Studebaker. 



 

Image 31 - Every effort is made to improve the aerodynamics of some vehicles which directly 
translates into added mph. Drag racers say “there is no replacement for displacement” but here on 

the salt flats the secret to success is not more cubic inches but less drag. 
This heavily modified 1952 Buick Super Riviera known as “Bombshell Betty” got to 165 mph on her 

run. 

 

 

Image 32 - Clever teams lay a tarpaulin down to keep salt off of the car and set up some shading 

from the harsh sun.  



 

 

Image 33 - A 1940 Ford sedan was never designed for this! Many of the entries here are home built 

jobs on minimal budgets.  

 

Image 34 - Most Speedweek teams use a ratty pickup as a support vehicle and have a nice race car. 

This team did the opposite having a Rolls Royce support car and a ratty pickup for racing!  



 

Image 35 - The wrenching never stops in the Speed Week pits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lets review some world land speed records   

Lets have a quick look at the evolution of the land speed record in the fastest class of streamliners, 

the record everyone is interested in. Records were won, lost and reclaimed several times by various 

drivers over the years in a closely fought competition.  Lets view 7 of the more memorable records: 

 

 

 

1. Image 36 - This is Major Sir Malcolm Campbell, a British racing motorist and motoring 

journalist. He gained the worlds speed record on land and on water at various times during 

the 1920’s and 1930’s using vehicled he named Blue Bird. He broke 9 land speed records 

between 1924 and 1935 with 3 at Pendine Sands (Pendine Sands is 7 miles of beach on the 

south coast of Wales. In the early 1900’s the sands were used as a venue for car and 

motorcycle races), and 5 at Daytona Beach. He set his final land speed record at Bonneville 

Salt Flats on September 3, 1935 achieving 304.331 mph and becoming the first person to 

drive an automobile over 300 mph (which he was unable to achieve at Daytona Beach). This 

was the first world speed record set at Bonneville.  

Campbell died after a series of strokes in 1948 in Surrey, England aged 63 years. He was one of the 

few land speed record holders of his era to die of natural causes, as so many had died in crashes.  



 

2. Image 37 - John Cobb was an early to mid 20th Century British racing motorist. He was 3 times 
holder of the World Land Speed Record in 1938, 1939 and 1947, all records being set at 
Bonneville Speedway. His fastest run in 1947 achieved 394.19 mph with this record remaining 
until 1963.  

In the image is John Cobb with his Railton Mobil Special which was continually tweaked to improve 
its performance.  
Cobb was killed in 1952 whilst piloting a jet powered speedboat attempting to break the World 
Water Speed Record at Loch Ness in Scotland.  
 

 

Image 38 - The Railton Mobil Special with its streamlined fully enclossed  body removed. It has 2 

Napier Lion W-12 aircraft engines (12 cylinders each) and weighs over 3 tonnes.  



 

 

3. Image 39 - Another player in the quest for world land speed record holder was American 

Arthur (Art) Arfons who was the record holder 3 times from 1964 – 1965 with his “Green 

Monster” series of jet-powered cars. All his records were set at Bonneville Speedway. His 

highest speed was 434.022 mph.  

 

4. Image 40 - Craig Breedlove is an American professional race car driver and a 5-time world 

land speed record holder. He was the first person in history to reach 400 mph, 500 mph and 

then 600 mph using several turbojet powered vehicles, all named “Spirit of America”. These 

cars were the first of the modern record breaking jet propelled cars built with a narrow 

streamlined fuselage. His records date from 1963 – 1965 and were all achieved at Bonneville. 

His highest recorded speed was 600.601 mph.  



 

5. Gary Gabelich was an American Motorsport driver who set the land speed record with the 

rocket car “Blue Flame” on October 23, 1970 on a dry lake bed at Bonneville Salt Flats.  

Gabelich broke the land speed record by achieving an average speed of 630.388 mph (1,015 km/hr). 

In 1972 he was seriously injured in the crash of an experimental 4-wheel drive Funny Car which 

ended his racing career.  

 

6. Image 42 - The “Thrust 2” is a British designed and built jet propelled car, which held the 

world land speed record from October 4, 1983 to September 25, 1997. Driven by Richard 

Noble and setting the record at 633.468 mph (1,019.468 km/hr), not at Bonneville but at the 

Black Rock Desert in Nevada. It is powered by a single Rolls Royce Avon jet engine.  



 

7. Image 43 - The Thrust SSC  (SSC for supersonic car) is a British jet car powered by 2 Rolls 
Royce jet engines which weighs 10.6 tonnes. It holds the world land speed record set on 15 
October, 1997 when it achieved a speed of 763 mph (1,228 km/hr) and became the first land 
vehicle to officially break the sound barrier. This was also at the Black Rock Desert, Nevada.  

Both the Thrust 2 and the Thrust SSC are now displayed at the Coventry Transport Museum in 
Coventry, England.  

 

Image 44 - Some sketches of the Thrust SSC.  

So as you can see, the world land speed record is basically a 2 horse race between the Americans 

and the British.  

 



Now lets look at the bikes!  

 

Image 45 - Racers are guided along the course by lane markers such as what is seen here which 
delineate the left and right boundaries at a width of 80 feet.  
One of the best things about running a motorcycle at the salt flats, as opposed to a car, is that it’s 
very accessible. If you already have the gear to road race – leathers, back protector, boots, helmet, 
etc. – and the bike is safety wired, you are almost ready to go. And thanks to the variety of classes 
available for entry, there’s a place for nearly any bike to run. If it has two wheels and a modicum of 
race prep work, you can run it at Bonneville.  
For safety, spectators must be ¼ mile away from the racing lanes unless at the starting line.  

 

Image 46 - The business of speed is very serious but underlying all this is that it can be a fun and 

enjoyable pursuit.  



 

Image 47 - Motorcycles are grouped into 3 broad categories – Unfaired, Partially Streamlined, and 

Streamliner. Within those categories, bikes are further separated into classes by engine 

displacement, naturally aspirated or forced induction, and fuel type. Displacement classes start at 

50cc and go all the way past 3,000cc, to the completely bonkers unlimited class. There is a speed 

record for every combination of classes imaginable at Bonneville. For example, the record for 50cc, 

streamlined, blown (forced induction), fuel motorcycle was set by NSU at 121.7 mph in 1956, a 

record that still stands today.  

 

 

 

Image 48 - Running in the Vintage 175cc class.  



 

Image 49 - A Vespa GTS went to 81.908 mph.  

 

 

Image 50 - Roaming free on the salt away from the speedway is a bit risky as its consistency cannot 

be assured everywhere. You would probably get away with it on this light adventure style bike.  



 

Image 51 - It takes a very special kind of moxie to be doing land speed records on two wheels!  

 

 

 

Image 52 - The world’s fastest 50 cc bike in its category with a speed in excess of 130 mph.  



 

Image 53 - Bikes of all shapes and sized can be seen at Bonneville.  

 

 

Image 54 - These bikes are known as “lay-down riding position bikes” which have fully hand 

constructed custom frames.  



 

Image 55 - Bikes are purpose built for the Bonneville Speedway.  

 

 

 

Image 56 - Adventure riders on a trip call into Bonneville to check it out.  



 

Image 57 - The bike is steadied by helpers before it’s released.  

 

 

Image 58 - This bike appears to have 2 engines driving it.  



 

Image 59 - You can see that after a run the salt just gets everywhere clinging onto tyres and body 

parts. The corrosive nature of the minerals in the salt can also be very punishing to the machines so 

a thorough wash down with clean water is recommended at the end of the day.  

 

 

Image 60 – There is no sex discrimination at Bonneville. Women are also involved in a big way. Here 

we see Leslie Porterfield attempting to take a stock 1,000cc motorcycle to over 200mph.  

 



 

Image 61 - A graduate student from the University of Denver has reached an astounding 216 mph on 

her home-built electric motorcycle “Killajoule”.  

 

 

Image 62 - Valerie Thompson, the world’s fastest female motorcycle racer with a speed of 304 mph!  



 

Image 63 - A modern version of a vintage board track racer also participates at Bonneville.  

 

Image 64 - This trike was built for Dan Parker, the first blind racer to set a world record in 2013.  



 

Image 65 - Everyone knows the story of Burt Munro after the making of the film “The World’s 

Fastest Indian” in 2005 starring Anthony Hopkins. It is a biographical / sports / drama film based on 

the life of speed bike racer Burt Munro on his highly modified Indian Scout motorcycle.  

Munro set numerous land speed records for motorcycles with engines of less than 1,000 cc at the 

Bonneville Salt Flats in the late 1950’s and into the 1960’s.  

Munro was 68 years old when in 1967 he rode his 1920 Indian Scout based streamliner to a world 

record of 183.586 mph. His bike encapsulated over 50 years of continual development, rebuilding 

and modification. Burt Munro passed away in 1978 aged 79 years.  

 

 



 

 

Image 66 - Guy Martin needs no introduction. He is a legendary Isle of Man TT racer, a TV presenter 

of engineering based projects and will have a go at just about anything that includes the word 

“fastest”! He just fits right in at this world famous place of speed and probably deserves to succeed 

here.  He has been to Bonneville a few times in his attempt to be the world’s fastest motorcyclist but 

has so far been unsuccessful mainly due to unfavourable salt conditions. As they say in Bonneville, 

“Bonneville takes no prisoners. If the salt aint right, it aint happening”.  

 

Just to give you an idea of Martin’s obsession with speed here is a part of his CV on setting 

speed records:  

Record  Issuer  Speed  Location  Date  Previous holder  

Fastest speed on a 

gravity powered 

snow sled  

Guinness 

World 

Records  

134.368 km/h 

(83.49 mph)  

Grandvalira, 

Andorra  

10 

January 

2014  

62.25 mph (Rolf 

Allerdissen, 

2010)  

Fastest speed in a 

soapbox  

Guinness 

World 

Records  

137.78 km/h 

(85.61 mph)  

Mont 

Ventoux, 

France  

16 

October 

2014  
 

Highest speed on 

a Wall of Death  

Guinness 

World 

Records  

125.77 km/h 

(78.15 mph)  

Manby 

Airfield, UK  

28 March 

2016  

created for the 

attempt  

Fastest hovercraft  
British 

record  

121.04 km/h 

(75.21 mph)  
Loch Ken, UK  

8 October 

2014   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wall_of_death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hovercraft


 

Image 67 - Guy Martin pilots a Triumph Infor Rocket Streamliner pictured here which is 25.5 feet 
long, 2 feet wide and 3 feet tall and features carbon Kevlar monocoque construction.  It was purpose 
built for Bonneville.  
 

 

Image 68 – Check out the impressive details and specifications.  



 

Image 69 – Martin’s streamliner is powered by two turbocharged Triumph Rocket III engines 
producing over 1,000 horsepower.  It competes in the Streamlined Motorcycle category.  
 

 

Image 70 - Does 2 Rocket III engines + a streamliner body = 400mph (643.74 km/hr)? That is the 
question that Triumph engineers are eager to answer.  
 
On August 8, 2016 Martin failed to reach 400 mph due mainly to poor salt conditions but did 
manage to achieve 274.2 mph (441.28 km/hr) which makes it the fastest Triumph ever to race at 
Bonneville. As Martin said, its just one step on the way to their ultimate goal of cracking the 400 
mph barrier. Martin remains committed as is Triumph to breaking the overall motorcycle land speed 
record.  That’s the record everyone really wants.  
 



 

Image 71 - The Triumph Rocket III is a 3-cylinder motorcycle made by Triumph Motorcycles Ltd with 

a 2,294cc engine. It has a rated top speed of 145 mph (233 km/hr) and has been in production since 

2004.  

 



 

 

Image 72 - Rocky Robinson presently holds the land speed record for the worlds fastest motorcycle 

at 376.4 mph (605.7 km/hr) set in the year 2010 aboard the Ack Attack Streamliner.  It is a twin-

engined Suzuki Hayabusa powered streamliner. It covers the measured mile part of the course in 

some 9 seconds!  

The Ack Attack team now remain hell bent on becoming the first to crack the 400 mph barrier. But 

achieving this requires more than displacement and aerodynamics, the salt has to be right.  

 



 

 

Image 73 – The Suzuki Hayabusa  is a sport bike motorcycle made by Suzuki since 1999. It 
immediately won acclaim as the world’s fastest production motorcycle, with a top speed of 312 
km/hr and it remains the fastest standard production bike of the 20th Century. It has a 1,299 cc, 4-
stroke inline four, liquid cooled, DOHC 16-valve fuel injected engine with the motorcycle only 
weighing 215 kgs.  
Hayabusa is Japanese for peregrine falcon, a bird that often serves as a metaphor for speed due to 
its vertical hunting dive of 290 to 325 km/hr, the fastest of any bird. In particular, the choice of name 
was made because the peregrine falcon preys on blackbirds, which reflected the intent of the 
original Hayabusa motorcycle to unseat the Honda CBR1100XX Super Blackbird motorcycle as the 
world’s fastest production motorcycle. Eventually, the Hayabusa managed to surpass the Honda 
Super Blackbird by at least a full 16 km/hr granting Suzuki bragging rights.  
 
 

-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 

 

Well it looks like if you want to have the fastest overall car or bike, twin engines is the way to go. We 
saw above that the fastest car is powered by two Rolls Royce jet engines and the fastest bike is 
powered by two Suzuki Hayabusa engines. Or will we see maybe three engines used in the future? 
Be assured that engineering nerds are working on that right now.  
Are you tempted to have a go at Bonneville? You will need millions of dollars for the overall top 
speed category but I am sure you can do it on the cheap in some of the lower categories. Maybe do 
it just for fun on your own bike, or for the unique experience, or to tick an item off your bucket list.  
 
I enjoyed researching this subject and hope you found it entertaining too.  

Ride Safe,  

Sergio   Editor / Historian    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


