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I continue my story about my trip to Daytona for the 78th Annual Daytona Beach Bike Week. In 
this part we see images of individual bikers on their bikes showing you who the riders at Bike 
Week really are! To get these images I just stood at various places along and near Main Street 
and randomly took photos. About 60 such images are included here giving you a good sample 
of the riders.  
 
 All images of riders at Bike Week are my own. Four downloaded images are also included. 

Firstly, a note on Helmet laws as pertaining to Florida: Florida repealed the Universal Helmet Law in 

the year 2000 for riders over the age of 21 years. So if you are over 21 years of age, you do not have 

to wear a helmet. However, if you choose to not wear a helmet, you are legally required to carry 

$10K of Medical Payment Insurance.  

Only 19 states in the U.S. have Universal Motorcycle Helmet Laws that require all riders to wear 

helmets at all times, no matter their age. Only 3 states in the U.S. do not require a helmet for any 

motorcyclist, these being Illinois, Iowa and New Hampshire.  

 As you will see in the following photos, the vast majority of riders on Main Street Daytona Beach 

choose not to wear a helmet, and even further, choose not to wear sensible protective clothing such 

as leather jackets, gloves, and even proper shoes in some cases. Florida’s favourable weather 

conditions probably contribute to this decision as well as being personally responsible for ones 

decisions.  We bikers know the risks and in Florida you are able to act on your choices.  

Just for fun, each image shown hereafter is captioned with a Fun Fact.  

 

 



 

Image 1 – For starters, let’s have some Fun Facts about Daytona Beach.  Daytona Beach has been 

known as the “Most Famous Beach in the World” since the 1920’s.  

 

 

Image 2 – Day trips from Daytona Beach to Orlando’s incredible theme parks (such as Disneyworld, 

Sea World, etc) are just a short hop away.  



 

Image 3 – The world-famous Ormond – Daytona Beach strip of hard-packed white sand is 37 km long 

and 150 m wide.  

 

 

Image 4 – Beach Street Daytona Beach (where the Indian Motorcycle dealership is) is nowhere close 

to the beach. It was named after the Beach family.  



 

Image 5 – Migrating whales can be seen from the shores of Daytona Beach during the winter 

months.  

 

 

Image 6 – Daytona Beach is famous for being the Spring Break capital of the world. During Spring 

Break, Daytona Beach is one of the most popular destinations for US college students.  



 

Image 7 – Car races started on the Ormond – Daytona Beach strip in 1902.  

 

 

Image 8 – The separate towns of Daytona, Daytona Beach, Kingston, and Seabreeze merged as 

“Daytona Beach” in 1926.  



 

Image 9 – Daytona Beach has “Bike Week” in March and “Biketoberfest” in October each year.  

 

 

Image 10 – Approximately 8 million people visit Daytona Beach each year as tourists.  



 

Image 11 – Hey, let’s now have some Fun Facts about Florida!   
Florida is a peninsula meaning it is almost completely surrounded by water.  
 

 

Image 12 – There are no dinosaur fossils in Florida because during the dinosaur age, Florida 

peninsula was under water, it was totally non-existent as a land mass.  



 

Image 13 – Approximately 1,000 people permanently move to Florida each day for its mild winters 

and sunny days.  

 

 

Image 14 – Florida, known as the Sunshine State, is heavily focussed on the tourist trade. The 

beaches are one of its most popular tourist attractions along with some of the world’s best known 

theme parks such as Disney World, Seaworld, Universal Studios, Legoland, Aquatica and Gatorland. 

Disney World is the planets most visited and biggest recreational resort.  



 

Image 15 – Florida has more toll roads and bridges than any other state of the U.S.  

 

Image 16 – Florida is the flattest state in America. Its average elevation above sea level is only 100 

feet and its highest point is only 345 feet. There are no twisty roads that motorcyclists like to enjoy!  



 

Image 17 – Florida has more than 1,300 golf courses, more than any other state in the U.S. 

 

 

Image 18 – Florida has the highest percentage of people over 65 years old than any other state in 

the U.S.  



 

Image 19 – Cuba is only 100 miles away from the southernmost tips of Florida’s peninsula.  

 

 

Image 20 – The population of Florida is 21 million people.  



 

Image 21 – Rip currents kill more people in Florida per annum than hurricanes, tornadoes and 

lightening combined. Central Florida is known as the lightening capital of the United States, as it 

experiences more lightning strikes than anywhere else in the country.  

 

 

Image 22 – Florida has 1,000 miles of beaches.  



 

Image 23 – Florida’s nickname is the Sunshine State but severe weather is a common occurrence in 

the state.  

 

 

Image 24 – An estimated 5 million American alligators are spread out across the south-eastern  part 

of the United States. Roughly 1.5 million live in the state of Florida.  



 

Image 25 – Florida is not the southernmost state in the United States. Hawaii is farther south.  

 

 

Image 26 – Florida is near several Caribbean countries, particularly The Bahamas and Cuba.  



 

Image 27 – Agriculture is the second largest industry in Florida behind tourism. Citrus fruit, especially 

oranges, are a major part of Florida’s economy.  

 

 

Image 28 – Hey, what about some motorcycle fun facts!  

Dodge built and sold nine motorcycles with a Viper V-10 engine called the Dodge Tomahawk. This 

motorcycle featured dual front and rear 20 inch wheels and were sold for over US$500K each!  



 

Image 29 (Downloaded) – The Dodge Tomahawk motorcycle. This was a non-street legal concept 

vehicle introduced in 2003. It has 2 front wheels and 2 rear wheels which are sprung independently 

which theoretically allows it to lean into corners and counter steer like a conventional motorcycle.  

As they were not street legal, Dodge called the Tomahawk a “Rolling Sculpture” which was not 

intended to be ridden.  

The Tomahawk was a resounding success in its true purpose: to generate media buzz, and send the 

message that Chrysler was a bold, ambitious company, unafraid to take risks.  

Its central visual element is its 500 horsepower V-10, 8.3 litre engine. It also has a 2-speed gearbox.  



 

Image 30 – Motorcycle helmets were invented by the neurosurgeon who attended to Colonel T.E. 

Lawrence (otherwise known as Lawrence of Arabia) after his fatal motorcycle crash.  



 

Image 31 (Downloaded) – Colonel T.E. Lawrence on his Brough Superior SS100 motorcycle that he 

called “George V”. Lawrence was a keen motorcyclist and owned 8 Brough Superior motorcycles at 

different times.  

He was to be fatally injured whilst riding his bike in Dorset, England close to his home shortly after 

his retirement. A dip in the road obstructed his view of two boys on their bicycles, he swerved to 

avoid them, lost control and was thrown over the handlebars. He died aged 46 in 1935. He was a 

British archaeologist, army officer, diplomat and writer.  

One of the doctors attending to him was neurosurgeon Hugh Cairns who consequently began a long 

study of the loss of life by motorcycle despatch riders through head injuries. His research led to the 

use of crash helmets by both the military and civilian motorcyclists. Early bike helmets were lined 

with cork.  



 

Image 32 – Some Police motorcycles in the 1920’s had a jail sidecar!  

 

 

Image 33 – Insurance companies say that up to 25% of the bike theft claims received by them are 

fraudulent. And, one in five ungaraged bikes in inner cities gets stolen.  



 

Image 34 – When cornering a bike, the front tyre provides almost 75% of the grip.  

 

 

Image 35 – Harley-Davidson also produced bicycles between 1917 and 1923.  



 

Image 36 – By 1964, the Honda Motor Company would grow to become the world’s largest 

motorcycle manufacturer.  

 

Image 37 – There is a longer gap in time between the invention of the motorcycle and the first 

backflip on a motorcycle than the time between the invention of flight and landing on the moon!  



 

Image 38 – In 2016, California reported the highest amount of registered motorcycles in the country.  

 

 

Image 39 – The first internal combustion, petrol fuelled motorcycle was designed and built in 

Germany in 1885.  



 

Image 40 – Only 19 states in the U.S. have universal motorcycle helmet laws that require all riders to 

wear helmets, no matter their age.   

 

Image 41 – The twist-grip throttle of the motorcycle was invented in 1867 and the concept hasn’t 

been bettered since.  

 



 

Image 42 - Indian began production in 1901 and Harley-Davidson was established two years later. 

By the outbreak of the First World War, the largest motorcycle manufacturer in the world was Indian, 

producing over 20,000 bikes per year. By 1920, Harley-Davidson was the largest manufacturer, with 

their motorcycles being sold by dealers in 67 countries. 

 

 

Image 43 – The highest annual sales of motorcycles in the U.S. are in California, then Florida, then 

Texas, all southern states where it is warmer.  



 

Image 44 – The median age in the U.S. of motorcycle ownership was 32 years in the year 1990, 40 in 

2009, and 47 in 2016. There is also a decline in riders under the age of 18. The percentage of riders 

under 18 was 8% in 1990 and only 2% in 2016. This trend is repeated with riders 18 to 24. The 

percentage of riders 18 to 24 was 16% in 1990 and 6% in 2016. This leads to the question: “Where 

will the new bike buyers come from if the industry is not attracting these younger people?”  

 

 



 

Image 45 - Many world-known celebs are/were motorcycle riders. Some of the most 

enthusiastic celebrity motorcycle-lovers include: 

 Steve Tyler 
 Tom Cruise 
 Clint Eastwood 
 Bob Dylan 
 Brat Pitt 
 Keanu Reeves 
 George Clooney 
 Clark Gable 
 Richard Hammond 
 Ewan McGregor 
 Pink 

 

 

 

 



 

Image 46 - Triumph makes golf balls in addition to motorcycles. 

  

 

Image 47 – The most technically complex production motorcycle ever was the Honda NR 750 of 

1992, with its oval pistons, eight valves per cylinder and two con rods per piston.  



 

Image 48 – The Kennedy Space Centre is not far from Daytona Beach so what about some Space 

trivia?!! 

Mankind put a man on the moon before we put wheels on suitcases! 

 

Image 49 – Neil Armstrong had to go through US Customs after returning from the moon.  



 

Image 50 – NASA invented invisible braces, scratch resistant lenses, and much more.  

 

Image 51 - The area code for Kennedy Space Center and its surrounding 

regions is 321 (imitating the countdown before liftoff).  



 

Image 52 - Cape Canaveral in Florida was chosen as a launch site because its 

proximity to the equator gives it more linear velocity than any other 

location in the United States. This way, if NASA launches its rockets 

eastward they can take advantage of the Earth's rotation. It is also desirable 

to have the downrange area be sparsely populated in case of accidents. The 

Atlantic Ocean is ideal for this. 



 

Image 53 - NASA's goal is to have humans on Mars by some point in the 

2030s.  

 

Image 54 - The Apollo astronauts were unable to qualify for life insurance 

because of the seriously dangerous nature of their jobs. 

Because the Apollo astronauts did not qualify for life insurance by insurance 

companies, or even by NASA, they signed 'insurance autographs' prior to 

launch. If they died the hope was that the autographs would be worth a lot 

of money for their loved ones. 



 

Image 55 - In 1973, NASA sent two spiders known as Arabella and Anita into space to see if they 
could spin a web without gravity. It took the spiders a couple days to figure it out, but they 
eventually ended up making webs that were finer and more complex than their earth counterparts. 
 

 

Image 56 - NASA has a list of accurate space technology terms that writers can 

use in Science Fiction stories. 



 

Image 57 - NASA no longer has the original recording of the moon landing 

because the tape has been recorded over and reused. NASA admitted it back 

in 2006. 

 

 

Image 58 – Your iPhone has more computing power than NASA used for the moon landing. 



 

Image 59 – This rider has customised his trike to accommodate his best friend.  

 

 

Image 60 – Typical of Main Street, a couple on a Harley seem very relaxed and oblivious to the perils 

of riding without personal protective equipment.  



 

 

Image 61 – A young woman on a Harley-Davidson wearing only a helmet for protection.  

 

 

Image 62 – You never know what to expect on Main Street. This is a tricked up bicycle made up like a 

custom cruiser, chopper style.  



 

Image 63 – A younger couple on a Harley heading for Main Street.   

 

Image 64 – One would assume that this couple has only a very short ride planned dressed as they 

are. They also seem very confident in their choice to ride very casually dressed.  



Some conclusions I made about the riders and their bikes on Main Street Daytona Beach: 

 Typically you will find a couple on a motorcycle, probably partners and in their 50’s or 60’s.  

 Individuals on motorcycles seem to be mostly over 40 but younger riders are in reasonable 

numbers 

 The percentage of female riders seems to me to be on the increase and they are often riding 

the larger motorcycles. Most would be under 50 years of age 

 The great majority of motorcycles are Harley-Davidsons 

 Younger riders generally prefer Japanese sports bikes 

 

Before finishing up, what about a quick mention of my visit to Disney World’s Animal Kingdom (after 

leaving Daytona Beach) where I tried the Avatar Ride “Flight of Passage”.  I was told it was a “must 

do” thing if you are anywhere near it. 

 

 

Image 65 (Downloaded)–The Avatar ride -  In this image you can see that it is not a roller coaster 

type ride but is basically a 3-D flying simulator experience. Each guest sits on a pod much like sitting 

on a motorcycle and then watches the virtual reality image on the screen in front wearing 3-D 

glasses. This Flight of Passage ride is so popular that wait times on the queue can stretch for 3.5 hrs! 

It is a thrilling ride but not because there is any sense of danger in it. This ride also uses water and 

smell effects to help immerse guests into the experience.  



 

Image 66 (Downloaded)– On the Flight of Passage virtual reality ride you are riding a mountain 

banshee as seen in this image. The ride requires no real knowledge of the Avatar films to enjoy it. 

The ride is technically very impressive and lasts about 6 minutes.  

Hope you found this final report of Bike Week interesting.  

I did very much enjoy my trip to Daytona Beach Bike Week and am so pleased to have ticked off an 

item from the bucket list!  

Ride Safe 

Sergio – Editor / Historian 


