The ERCA Classic Outback Trial Tour 2018 (COTT)
The Endurance Rally Club of Australia is very pleased to offer our members the opportunity to
participate in the 2018 Classic Outback Trial (COT) - an iconic event for historic rally cars.

The COT started in 2009 and now is held every 2 years. It is designed to cater for historic
competition rally cars and is a very demanding event. In 2018 the event runs for 7 days from August
18 – 25th. It is based in Alice Springs in central Australia and follows an ‘out and back’ course each
day to allow teams to base themselves in one place for the 7 day event. The COT website is:
https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/
The organisers of the COT have agreed to partner with the Endurance Rally Club of Australia to offer
a unique Australian rally experience. A separate category tailored to the needs of ERCA eligible
vehicles will be added to the 2018 event. The category will run a “regularity style” competition to
comply with Confederation of Australian Motorsport regulations that will see ERCA competitors
taking on a modified version of the COT course designed to be challenging but also sympathetic to
the nature of our cars. Make no mistake – this will be a challenging and exciting event.
As part of the adventure and before
the start of the COT, ERCA plan to
host a touring event for our
competitors. Our original plans and
route have been altered to add some
more attractions and extra days to
make this event truly memorable.
The updated route will see us leave
Melbourne on Aug 8 and travel for
10 days to Alice Springs via South
Australia, the Barossa Valley, and
Uluru (Ayres Rock) to take in some of
Australia’s best outback sights.

We will then participate in the Classic Outback Trial, headquartered in Alice Springs for the following
week. This rally stage style event that will have special regularity stages for our ERCA cars.
At the completion of the COT, ERCA competitors will then continue on for another 10 days of touring
to finish in Sydney on September 4th.
The route will include a number of rest days to allow for exploring and taking in some of Australia’s
famous landmarks and attractions. We will be carrying out recces over the coming months so the
final route and number of days may vary slightly.
The full ERCA tour in planned to run for approximately 28 days and will be a fantastic way to
experience the heart of Australia.

The Route
The COTT begins in Melbourne, the capital of Victoria, and then winds its way across to South
Australia where we visit one of Australia’s best known wine going regions, the Barossa Valley. We
then head north into the Northern Territory and Alice Springs, the home of the Classic Outback Trial
where we will spend a week of competition. After the trial we continue north for another day before
turning east and crossing into Queensland. From here we head towards Australia’s eastern coastline
before heading south to finish in beautiful Sydney, the capital of New South Wales. The proposed
route can be viewed on the ERCA website by clicking here.
Following is a little more detail on what you can expect to see on this fantastic journey:
Day 1, Wednesday August 8 – Melbourne to Warrnambool (350 kms – 5.4 hours)
Our first week of touring will commence
in Melbourne where we will be flagged
away to head west towards the Great
Ocean Road heading towards
Warrnambool, located on the south
west coast of Victoria. The highlight of
this day will be the driving along the
Great Ocean Road, one of the must
drives roads of Australia. This road
began its life as a memorial to the
Great War, and during the Great
Depression offered employment to the
returned soldiers. It is one of the
longest memorial roads in the world.
The road hugs the coastline, navigating along the Shipwreck coast, where some 700 shipwrecks were
lost in the main supply line from Europe to Australia in the 1800’s.
This will be our first overnight stop of our tour. Warrnambool is the largest town along the Great
Ocean Road and a very cosmopolitan and vibrant place to visit. There’s lots of history and plenty to
see. For more information go to: http://visitwarrnambool.com.au/

Day 2, Thursday August 9 – Warrnambool to Barossa Valley (621 kms, 7 hours)
Today we head into South Australia to the most well-known wine region of Australia the Barossa
Valley, just north of Adelaide. The route takes us through dairy, cattle and wheat farming regions of
Western Victoria and into South Australia. It’s a reasonably long day but tomorrow we have a day off
to explore the wineries and beauty of the Barossa.
Day 3, Friday August 10 – Rest Day in Barossa Valley
Today is our first rest day of the tour. The Barossa
Valley is one of Australia’s best known premium wine
growing regions and home of Penfold’s Grange
Hermitage – arguably the best red wine produced in
Australia. For those that are interested we are planning
a winery tour, so we will be leaving the cars behind and
taking a bus so we can enjoy tasting some of the great
wines of this region. http://www.barossa.com/
Day 4, Saturday August 11 – Barossa Valley to Parachilna (431 kms, 5 hours)
Today we head north to Parachilna, now we are starting to get into the real Australian outback. We
have changed our plans to take a more interesting route which is away from the main highway. Over
the next few days we will see a lot more dirt roads which will be a bit tougher but a much more
interesting drive. Tonight we will be staying in the Prairie Hotel, the only real accommodation in
Parachilna. It’s basic but our recce team has given it a big thumbs up so it should be a fun
experience.
http://www.prairiehotel.com.au/
Day 5, Sunday August 12 – Parachilna to William Creek (390 kms, 7 – 8 hours)
This stretch of road is where we leave
tarmac and hit the dirt roads for the
first time. Because the condition of the
road can vary depending on recent
weather and if the road has been
recently graded we plan to get an early
start to give ourselves plenty of time.
We first head north to Marree, and
then head west onto the Oodnadatta
Track which takes us through to our
stop for the night at William Creek.
Once again accommodation is basic
but adequate. The local pub has a
great reputation and cold beer.
Tomorrow morning you have the option of

taking a light plane flight over nearby Lake Eyre. This vast inland lake only fills occasionally but when
it does it’s well worth seeing. More details on this will be posted closer to our trip.
http://www.williamcreekhotel.com/
Day 6, Monday August 13 – William Creek to Coober Pedy (167 kms, 3 – 4 hours)
Today is a relatively short drive however we have kept it this way to allow you to take a plane flight
from William Creek over Lake Eyre. Another option from here is the Painted Hills. Either flight is well
worth doing. We are still on the Oodnadatta Track until we reach Coober Pedy which means dirt all
the way, but not a long drive so a relatively easy day.
Coober Pedy is the opal mining capital of Australia. Most of the dwellings in Coober Pedy are
underground, often in disused opal mines. It’s a very unique place and an opportunity to get yourself
an opal souvenir.
http://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/tourism
Day 7, Tuesday August 14 – Coober Pedy to Uluru (750 kms, 8.5 hours)
Today is a big day of driving, in fact the longest of
our trip. However we are on good roads so you can
push it along a bit. Today we continue heading north
and then turn west to Uluru, or Ayres Rock as it is
also known. We are now in the heart of outback
Australia. This huge sandstone rock is a sacred site
of the local Aboriginal people and is a spectacular
natural attraction. Having a drink while watching the
rock change colours as the sun sets is a site you will
remember for a long time. Just as spectacular, but
not for the late risers, is watching the sunrise at
dawn. Our hotel for the next two nights will be Sails
in the Desert (https://www.ayersrockresort.com.au),
which offers some welcome luxury after a few days of basic outback accommodation.
http://uluru-australia.com/
Day 8, Wednesday August 15 – Rest Day Uluru
Today is a rest day, a great chance to check over our cars, do any needed maintenance, and also a
great chance to have a close-up experience with Uluru or Ayres Rock. You can walk around the rock,
and while it’s frowned upon by some, you can still climb to the top although it’s a pretty strenuous
climb and should only be attempted if you are reasonably fit and agile. There are plenty of other
things to see and do around here so filling in your day will be easy. Tonight we have booked one of
the iconic outback experiences – The Sounds of Silence Dinner under the stars. It’s a fantastic night
of excellent food, amazing views, and a star filled sky - and not to be missed.
https://www.ayersrockresort.com.au/experiences/detail/sounds-of-silence

Day 9, Thursday August 16 – Uluru to Kings Canyon (311 kms, 4.2 hours)
Our route today takes us to Kings Canyon, which is only about a 4 hour drive from Uluru. That should
give us the afternoon to get out and explore the canyon which over 120 million years old. Its
sandstone walls tower 150 metres above you like ancient skyscrapers. The thriving oasis known to
locals as ‘The Garden of Eden’ surrounds you and imbues you with serenity. Tonight we will be
staying at the Kings Canyon Resort. https://www.kingscanyonresort.com.au/

Day 10, Friday August 17 – Kings Canyon to Alice Springs (475 kms, 6.3 hours)
Just 475 kms to get to Alice Springs today which will be our base for the next week as we join the
Classic Outback Trial. “The Alice” is virtually at the geographic heart of Australia and straddles the
usually dry Todd River on the northern side of the MacDonnell Ranges. It combines laid-back charm
with all the modern conveniences, comforts and diversions you’d find in a good-sized town. It’s full
of friendly people and has shopping, bars, cafés, restaurants, markets, live entertainment, a casino
and an arts and convention centre. For the next week we will be staying at Lasseter’s Hotel
(http://www.lasseters.com.au ) which offers excellent facilities and is where we will meet and
mingle with the other Historic Rally Crews who will be competing in the Classic Outback Trial. A full
agenda for our rally week will be published in early 2018.
http://www.australia.com/en/places/alice-springs.html
Day 11, Saturday August 18th – Classic Outback Trial
This is our first day of the Classic Outback Trial. Today we will complete our event documentation
and scrutineering of vehicles. There will also be a ceremonial start, prologue and welcome function.
We will have a chance to rub shoulders with all the other COT competitors and check out the cars.
https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/

Day 12, Sunday August 19th – Day 1 of
Competition
The Classic Outback Trial will be
conducted in a series of loops from and
back to Alice Springs over the next 7
days. Our ERCA regularity group will be
tackling a cut down version of the full
event which will still be pretty
demanding and a real test of man,
woman, and machine!
NOTE: This is a professionally run rally
event, with marshalls, event staff, back
up support and medical supplied by the organisers. In order to participate in this event, we have
chosen to enter the regularity event which does not require roll cages or competition Log Books.
However all vehicles must fit a “Rally Safe” GPS device and all crew must obtain a local motor sport
competition license or hold an equivalent license from an FIA affiliated body. We will provide more
details on this in coming months.
Day 13, Monday August 20th – Day 2 of competition
Day 14, Tuesday August 21st – Day 3 of competition
Day 15, Wednesday August 22nd – Day 4 Competition
Day 16, Thursday August 23rd – Day 5 Competition
Day 17, Friday August 24th – Day 6 Competition
Day 18, Saturday August 25th – Day 7 Competition
This is our last day of competition. Tonight we have our final
evening in The Alice and finish off with the COT
presentation function.
Day 19, Sunday August 26th – Alice Springs to Tablelands
(719 kms, 8 hours)
After 7 days of regularity and the fun of the Classic Outback Trial we hit the road again, heading
north through the centre of Australia to Tennant Creek and then on to Tablelands where we will stay
on a working outback cattle station called Barkly Homestead. It’s another long day so plan to leave
relatively early. On the way there are a few interesting sites including The Devil’s Marbles in the
traditional land of the Warumunga People. We will provide a more detailed roadbook for each crew
before the start of our tour which will list points of interest along the entire route.
https://www.barklyhomestead.com.au/

Day 20, Monday August 27th – Tablelands to Mt Isa (450 kms, 5.2 hours)
Today we cross borders from the Northern Territory into Queensland. Queensland is huge, and
when we say bigger than Texas, we literally mean Queensland is two and a half times bigger than
Texas. Nestled among the ochre-red Selwyn Ranges, on the banks of the Leichhardt River, Mount Isa
is a bustling melting pot of culture and industry, and is our destination today. Mount Isa's existence
and its main financial base is the huge Mount Isa Mine, the world's largest single producer of copper,
silver, lead and zinc. http://queenslandplaces.com.au/mount-isa
Day 21, Tuesday August 28th – Mt Isa to Longreach (648 kms, 6.8 hours)
We continue south east today through ranch and cattle country. You could be mistaken for thinking
you are driving through African savannah, except there are no zebras or wildebeest. Our route takes
us through McKinlay where you will find the Walkabout Creek Hotel which featured in the Crocodile
Dundee movie. Then it’s on to Kynuna and Winton and finally Longreach - an iconic Queensland
outback town which on the map, sits right on the Tropic of Capricorn. There are plenty of attractions
here and tomorrow will be a rest day, so we will have time to have a good look around. However
this evening will be an outback experience to remember. http://longreachtourism.com.au/
Day 22, Wednesday August 29th – Rest Day in Longreach
Today we take a break from driving and
get to go site seeing around Longreach,
and there’s plenty to see and do. The
Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame is a
must. A Stockman is the Aussie equivalent
of the American Cowboy, so get used to
big hats, spurs and whips.
Longreach offers many other attractions
to enjoy including the QANTAS museum,
the birthplace of Australia’s flag carrier
airline (the initials represent Queensland
And Northern Territory Aerial Service).
http://outbackheritage.com.au/ https://qfom.com.au/
Day 23, Thursday August 30th – Longreach to Roma (700 kms, 7.5 hours)
Back on the road, and next stop is Roma in the heart of Queensland’s cattle country. This vibrant
outback town of about 7,000 people is always doing something, with lots of festivals, sporting and
cultural events. It is located at the crossroads of the Warrego Hwy, Great Inland Way and the
Camarvon Development Road, about 470km west of Brisbane. It’s going to be a long day so we plan
to start early after our day off and eat up the tarmac. Once we get to Roma I’m sure we will all enjoy
a cold beer, a hearty feed and a good night’s sleep.
http://www.outbacknow.com.au/index.php/towns/detail/queensland/the_downs/roma

Day 24, Friday August 31st – Roma to Warwick (433 kms, 5 hours)
Today’s drive is a little shorter and takes us within 120 km of the east coast of Australia to the
historic town of Warwick located on the banks of the Condamine River. Warwick is known for its
beautiful old architecture, its Rose Festival and its Rodeos. We are in rainforest territory and there is
plenty of natural beauty to be found if you venture off the beaten track a little.
http://www.southernqueenslandcountry.com.au/destinations/warwick
Day 25, Saturday September 1st – Warwick to Coffs Harbour (365 kms, 4.7 hours)
Today we cross from Queensland into New South Wales as we head towards Coffs Harbour. Parts of
this drive are very scenic and worth taking your time a little to check out the countryside. Coffs
Harbour is set on the edge of the Solitary Islands marine Park and offers many natural attractions
and activities. The great news is tomorrow is a rest day and Coffs is a great place to relax and enjoy a
non-driving day.
Day 26, Sunday September 2nd – Coffs
Harbour Rest Day
Coffs Harbour boasts a wide range of
stunning natural attractions including
gorgeous beaches, surf and swimming.
If you like strolling through rainforests,
the hinterland behind Coffs is great.
And there are also a number a great
lookouts, waterfalls and national parks
for you to explore. Coffs also a wide
range of galleries and a vibrant
culinary and wine scene to enjoy. One
of the star attractions is the “Big
Banana” and no trip to this town would be complete without some selfies in front of this huge
yellow monster. http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/north-coast/coffs-harbour-area
Day 27, Monday September 3rd – Coffs Harbour to Port Stephens (392 kms, 4.7 hours)
The penultimate day of any rally is a mix of emotions. The best emotion is that driving distance on
the day is shorter, and offers a long break at the end of the day by the beach on the east coast of
Australia. After over 3 weeks of travelling with old and new friends it’s hard to believe our
adventure is coming to an end. But for anyone who has done any endurance rally event before, we
know can look forward to enjoying the memories of the past weeks and the wonderful friendships
for many years to come. Enough of the sentimental stuff – we’ve still got a few days left, plus a
celebration in Sydney!! And tonight we stay in the coastal town of Port Stephens, which is known for
beautiful beaches, rugged coastline, national parks and marine wildlife including dolphins and
stingrays. You should have enough time to get out and explore some of what this area has to offer.

Day 28, Tuesday September 4th – Port
Stephens to Sydney (370 kms, 4.8
hours)
Our last day should see us arriving in
Sydney mid-afternoon, with a view
to avoiding the Sydney peak hour.
Our arrangements for
accommodation are being finalised
however we can tell you that we are
hoping to secure a great harbour
view for the last official night of our
event. We are also planning to end our
journey crossing the iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge, and finishing under the Rally Arch. A reception
will follow that night, with awards for finishing this demanding event and a few special awards to
hand out including some driving, navigation and test events that we will hold along the way in
secret.
If You’d like to Join the Adventure
The Rally Organisers of the Classic Outback Trial have increased our allocation to 30 entries for ERCA.
At the time of writing we already have paid commitments from 25 cars/teams which means there
are only 5 places remaining. If you wish to enter, please register your expression of interest via our
webpage or email any one of the committee members (details below). To confirm your expression
of interest we will seeking a registration fee of $100.00 Australian Dollars, please click here for
details.
If you would like to see the participant list for our event click here.
International Entrants
We welcome international participants to this event. We already have 9 international teams
registered which is a fantastic response. We have enlisted CARS UK to assist delivering your classic
car to Australia. We will also provide the necessary support for permits, insurance and registration
and whatever else you will need to get you on the road. More details will be posted in the coming
months.
The Costs
Our initial cost estimates have been revised based on firm quotes we have now received for
accommodation, meals, support, etc. We have added a number of extra days to allow our
participants to have more time to experience this great country, and reduce the number of longer
driving days. We have also decided to prepay more of the meals along the way, including some
special experience dinners, to ensure that some of the more remote hotels are properly prepared to
feed a group of our size. These extra considerations have increased the cost to approximately
$16,000 - $17,000 AUD (approximately $12,700- $13,500 USD per team). This covers:










All accommodation for 2 people from Monday 6th August – Wednesday 5th of September (30
nights’ accommodation)**
COT regularity rally entry
Event merchandise
Maps and Roadbook
Rally Safe GPS tracking Safety System
Confederation of Australian Motorsport Licencing Fees
A significant number of dinners including the welcome dinner, a number of special outback
dinners, and the final celebration dinner in Sydney
Mechanical and administrative support

** The costs are based on twin share accommodation. If teams require 2 rooms an additional charge
will be incurred. Also note that accommodation standards will vary based on best available. This can
vary from very basic to 5 star, depending on our location – but it’s all part of the Australian Outback
experience!!
ERCA is a ‘not for profit’ organisation so our aim is to cover the event costs and provide you with a
great rally experience, not to make a profit.
For those who have registered we will be calling for a Deposit of $8,000 AUD in October 2017 and
the remainder in April 2018. We will be asking you to complete and official entry form online in
October.
What Costs will you be responsible for?
Crews will be responsible for their own shipping costs to the start and from the finish of the tour,
insurance costs (travel, repatriation and car), incidental hotel costs, fuel, tourist events and tickets,
drinks money, and day to day expenses including some breakfasts, lunches and dinners.
Mechanical Support
Andy Inskip, or Skippy as many of you know him as, has volunteered to come ‘down under’ to head
up our mechanical support / sweep crew. Andy is a very experienced rally mechanic and has saved
the bacon of many of us in past rallies,
so we are absolutely delighted to have
Andy on board to spend a month with us
in Australia.
Administrative Support
In addition to your hard working ERCA
committee and our very supportive
partners/spouses, we are also very
pleased to announce Kim and Nikki
Bannister have also volunteered to join
our rally to help administer and marshal
the event as needed. Most of you will

know these guys and appreciate what a wealth of great experience they have at making a rally run
smoothly, so we welcome them aboard and are delighted they have offered to come a spend their
‘holidays’ helping to look after us!
What if I want to do the full COT Event?
No problem. If you would like to join our touring event to Alice Springs, do the full COT event, then
join the tour back to Sydney, we can accommodate you. Just contact us and we will work out the
details.
What to do Next!
So after reading all this you would like to secure one of our remaining few spots please either
register your expression of interest now by clicking here or contacting Paul or Rhys by the emails
below.

If you have any other questions please also email us.
Paul Kirkham: paulgkirkham@gmail.com / +61 402 235 289
Rhys Timms: ryhs.timms@gmail.com / +61 419 008 031
For more information about ERCA check our website: www.erca.com.au
For more information about COT check out: https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/

