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RARE EARTH

Flying high
Spend a weekend at the
newest thrill-seeker’s

Prices range from THB690 for the Sky
Walk, an elevated walkway through
the treetops that ends on a platform
with a hammock and fresh fruit; to
THB2700 for all 30 platforms, 16
ziplines and 3 abseils. The Roller Zipline
costs THB1700.

This is a great spot to ﬁnd traditional
sarongs from Thailand, Laos and Myanmar,
especially in the local northern Thai “Teen Jok”
style from the owner’s Mae Jam District. The
owner designs a variety of short blouses by
adapting elements from the traditional Lanna
style, which pair beautifully with a high-waisted
sarong. The second and third ﬂoors double up
as a museum displaying a rich collection of
photographs that document the history of the
sarong in everyday Thai life. Nimmanhaemin Soi
1; +66 53 894 717

“Don’t worry, you’ll love it!” Our
guide Sonny, a rugged type who
once jumped out of helicopters
for the Thai army, is doing his best

is the longest line in the park,
which has a total of 16 lines, three
abseils, a canopy-top Sky Walk
and a Roller Zipline (a rollicking,

to calm our fears before we take
a leap into the great unknown
— in this case, a 500m zipline

rollercoaster-style ride). Next it's
my turn. I’d anticipated a jawclenching ride, eyes closed. In fact,

at Hanuman World, the hilly,
tree-covered 80,000m2 Phuket
adventure park. On the platform,
my four-year-old son, the bravest
member of our group, is about to

it turns out to be a comfortable,
soothing journey, as I sail serenely
over the trees and enjoy views
of the ocean on the horizon. If it
weren’t for the distance from the

launch on the day’s first zipline.
Sonny sends him down the line,
across the vast, yawning gap. This

ground, it’d almost be relaxing.
Sonny was right. We love it. ”
–Simon Ostheimer

Visitors to Fai Sor Kam’s turquoise blue
storefront can expect to ﬁnd simple, high-quality
items that have been handmade by owner
Thitichai Arkaraoilapin, who’s intimately involved
with each stage of the design process. Blue, black
and brown cotton textiles are naturally dyed using
different plant varieties and displayed alongside
artwork. 7 Watket Road; +66 83 319 7321

5

ANCIENT MONEY AND TEXTILE MUSEUM

Located inside the Bank of Thailand’s office,
this is the place to learn about the cultural and
economic history of textiles in Thailand. The
museum’s collection was purchased from the
Siam Society, and exhibits change in accordance
to the year’s theme. www.bot.or.th
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Also at Hanuman World is the outdoor Wanon restaurant, a dining destination in its own right that serves up excellent Thai dishes such as massaman curry, grilled fish and spiced prawns
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For over 15 years, Rare Earth has been a
treasure trove of tribal art and antiques from Asia
and beyond. The owner makes regular visits to
the areas from which he sources his items, forging
relationships with the craftspeople and picking
rare and high-end pieces from each region. Here

you can ﬁnd textiles, ethnic costumes, old silver
adornments and ancient beads. facebook.com/
rarearthart

SINGAPORE & KL

Avid textile collectors will have a ﬁeld day
at this textiles and crafts shop on Loi Kroh Road
in the city’s Night Bazaar area, which showcases
unique tribal and handmade pieces from
Thailand, China, Laos, India and Afghanistan.
The owner has worked in the textiles industry
for over three decades and designs many of the
pieces herself. facebook.com/chachaaslowpace

On a treasure hunt for Chiang Mai’s best textiles

CAMBODIA, LAOS
& VIETNAM

Woven through history

Getting crafty
“The craft beer scene in Phuket is at the point
where Bangkok was two years ago, with plenty
of passion, lots of new bars oﬀering unique
brews and a very dedicated group of craft beer
aficionados,” says Chad Mitchell, the oﬃcial

and handmade food”, he says. “The diﬀerence
BANGKOK

The Bangkok-based hotelier, heritage conservationist and
“Renaissance woman” on Chinatown and crisis management

beers are created by people who aim to create
a perfect-tasting product.”
Here are Mitchell's six best places in Phuket
to enjoy craft beer: “Phuketique (facebook.
com/Phuketique-528795030513477) in the
Old Town has the largest selection of craft
beer bottles in Phuket; just up the road, Crafts

SINGAPORE & KL

In conversation with:
Lily Udomkunnatum

is in the creativity of the maker. With food you
have chefs; with beer you have brewers. Craft

CAMBODIA, LAOS
& VIETNAM

“Beervangelist” for leading Thailand craft beer
distributor Beervana. The diﬀerence between
craft beer and factory-produced beer is "similar
to the diﬀerence between mass-produced food

MYANMAR

The best bars in Phuket to get
your craft beer game on

THAILAND

PHUKET

& Co. has taps of rotating craft beer and a
great vibe; over on the west coast is Bampot

On education: My work experience in New

On women in the workplace: I often
encounter men who believe women cannot see
the big picture and are more detail-oriented ,
which is a way of saying we are fussier. In spite of
my track record, I sometimes have to remind my
business partners that I know my stuff and am not
just a "pretty" face.

Operating during political or economic crises is
tough, but rewarding. It forces me to think outside
the box; that's when new concepts arise.

On her favourite neighbourhood:
Chinatown exists with one foot in the past and
one in the present. I love it. You can duck into any
of the alleys off Yaowarat Road and be instantly
immersed in Sino-Portuguese architecture.

Eatery & Bar (facebook.com/Rustic-EateryBar-747287105416566) in Patong incorporates
craft beer into their food creations; and
there's the Pint Factory (facebook.com/
pintfactory) at the Limelight Avenue mall in
Old Phuket Town, which has a great selection
of beers and is a very chilled place. I also like
Anna's (facebook.com/Annas-Phuket-BarRestaurant-122874331253323), a refined and
laid-back jazz café that features a wall of
amazing draft craft beers.”

Harnessing heritage:
Sadly, there is little public and private
cooperation on this front. In Chinatown, we
lead by example. We took a historic property
and refurbished it to enhance the past without
destroying it. The beautiful arch ceiling of the
sixth ﬂoor is one of only two in Chinatown
and we restored it to its former glory.
shanghaimansion.com
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On 25 September, Thailand’s first international oﬀ-road triathlon takes place on Samui. The adventurous race is run by Xterra, which organises Iron Man events; ama-events.com/amaxterra
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On creativity: I love numbers. Running a
boutique hotel allows me to be as creative as I

On the upside of crisis management:

(facebook.com/bampot.co), a great restaurant
with a nice pairing of select beers; Rustic

SOUTH ASIA

York prepared me for anything. I was one of the
youngest recruits and the only Thai female at a
high-proﬁle investment bank. It was an extremely
tough world to crack.

want with new designs and service concepts,
all within the constraints of the numbers or the
budget of course!

HONG KONG

B

urasari Group’s Managing Director Lily
Udomkunnatum runs boutique hotels
like a theatrical production — complete
with opulent sets and a romantic story arc.
After a stint as a New York investment banker,
Udommkunatu returned home to launch her
company in Bangkok’s historic Chinatown area.
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The
oyster king
River Books

We chat with Billy Marinelli about
sustainable ﬁshing and how
Darwinism plays out in the high seas

Spring 2016

Publishers of Southeast
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Inside cute
independent
bookstore and
publishing
house, River
Books
If you happen to
be near the Grand
Palace, don’t miss
this charming shop
on Maharaj Road,
100m south of Wat
Pho. This publishing
house and bookstore
boasts an impressive
collection of titles
on Thai, Khmer and

its spicy wings and has finally arrived
in Phuket in the form of red-and-white
caravan Chickaboom, which is riding on

and photographed,
with equally
compelling text.

the nation’s food truck craze. Shell out just
THB50 for four pieces of chicken drenched
in spicy or butter sauce. This food truck is
usually parked at 170 Phuket Road, close
to the Old Town, and they also have a

For lighter reading,
peruse the eclectic
cookbooks filled
with mouthwatering
photos that are sure

stand at the weekly Sunday Walking Street
market on Thalang Road. facebook.com/
chickaboom.th

to make you rush to
the nearest food stall.
riverbooksbk.com
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Phuket’s famous Vegetarian Festival happens 1-9 October this year. Most participants abstain from meat throughout, and some take part in self-mutilation acts and set oﬀ firecrackers
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Since arriving on the foodie scene over five
years ago, Korean fried chicken has spread

Burmese art, history,
archaeology and
textiles. The large
format books are
wonderfully illustrated

SOUTH ASIA

Check out the
island’s sinful
new fried chicken
food truck

explaination of where ﬁsh like the ubiquitous sea bass
actually come from. “Many ﬁshing ﬂeets use a technique
called bottom trawling, where they have these huge nets
that scoop up everything in their path, like coral reefs,
eggs and juvenile ﬁsh. Around 70% of each haul is called
‘by-catch’ or ‘trash ﬁsh’ that ends up as animal feed or
sold as products like ‘sea bass.’ I wouldn’t even feed that
to my dog.”
As a conservationist, Marinelli hands out informative
books to patrons at his restaurant and even arranged
screenings in Bangkok of the documentary The End of
the Line, which looks at ways to revive ﬁsh stocks before
they bottom out by the middle of this century.
Every preacher needs an impending apocalypse to
galvanise him into action and inform his sermons. Billy
Marinelli is no exception. For the time being, this former
oyster shucker and marine biologist will continue using
his restaurant as a makeshift pulpit as battles rage and
cataclysms loom on and beneath the high seas.
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ith an academic background in marine
biology and a career as a seafood exporter,
conservationist, restaurateur and even as a
consultant for the Chinese government on aquaculture,
Billy Marinelli has an in-depth knowledge of his ﬁeld.
With him at the helm, Bangkok’s Oyster Bar has
become one of the capital’s most famous seafood
restaurants. It’s known for its selection of fresh oysters,
including Atlantic specimens from Delaware Bay and
Japanese varieties like the prized Iwagaki.
But Billy is just as esteemed for his ﬂamethrower
passion on all topics related to marine conservation
and sustainability. He says, in a brash dockworkerfrom-New-York accent: “The ﬁsh that I use is all
hook-and-line caught or caught with a hand or gill net.
This also weeds out the slower and stupider creatures,
which are the ones that tend to get caught. It’s like a
form of Darwinism, the survival of the ﬁttest. So ﬁshing
in a sustainable way keeps the gene pool strong.” He’s
quick to point out that his restaurant
Oyster expert
serves no endangered ﬁsh species
Billy Marinelli
like blueﬁn tuna, and no farmed
(above) thinks
the Rolls Royce
salmon either.
of shellfish is
the 20-year-old
Talk to this guy for 10 minutes
Japanese Iwagaki
and you’ll never look at a seafood
oyster, served
at his Bangkok
menu in the same way again.
restaurant
For example, take his detailed
Oyster Bar

