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Sephardic Judaism as it developed in Spain was not like the "post-
Reformation" Judaism of modern Europe and the United States divided
into Reform, Conservative or Orthodox. First of all, it did not involve
the kind of rupture with tradition that characterized Reform. Nor did it
turn tradition into something frozen, or worse, reshaped by a deliberate
ideology of rigidity, as did ultra-Orthodoxy. Nor did it allow the kind
of institutional divisions that ultimately led to more deep-seated
ruptures as with Conservatism. In part this was because medieval
conditions were different from modern ones and in part because the
culture of the Mediterranean world is different from that of northern
Europe.”®
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