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Dear Reader,

All citizens should know their rights and liberties 
in order to exercise and defend them. You hold 
in your hands a great tool for that purpose. Use 
it to familiarize yourself with your rights and 
responsibilities as you ask others to join you. 
Remember always that you are born a free individual, 
your rights are inherent and, as such, you are worthy 
of enjoying your rights. 
 
In this text, the Human Rights Foundation (HRF), in 
collaboration with Thulani Rudolf Maseko, describes 
the fundamental rights that must always be 
respected and protected. We then explain what each 
of these rights mean in your everyday life and invite 
you to form your own opinion about them.

Some of these rights may seem like inaccessible 
luxuries, but they are not—they are the rights with 
which you were born and which the State is obliged 
to respect. Today, they are considered essential to a 
free and, in the most meaningful sense, democratic 
society. The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights, which have been referred 
to here, can help further explain your rights. Any 
struggle for genuine freedom requires knowledge of 
the rights contained in this guide—we invite you to 
read it carefully. 

For dignity and respect for human rights, 

Thulani Rudolf Maseko     Thor Halvorssen 
Swaziland Human Rights Lawyer    CEO, Human Rights Foundation 



Swaziland is a former British Protectorate and obtained independence 
from Great Britain on September 6, 1968 through what was referred 
to as the Westminster-type Constitution. The 1968 Independence 
Constitution outlined a Bill of Rights which guaranteed a multi-party 
system of government. It had checks and balances on the exercise 
of power by and between the three arms of government; Executive, 
Legislative and Judicial.

On April 12, 1973 King Sobhuza II revoked the Independence 
Constitution, ignoring procedures that should have prevented him from 
amending the Constitution. Instead he claimed that the Constitution 
failed in assuring good governance and peacekeeping, increased civil 
unrest and insecurity, and brought about policies incompatible with 
Swazi society. He claimed that there was no legal way to appropriately 
amend the Constitution, choosing instead to create a new document 
altogether. Sobhuza II then repealed the 1968 Independence 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. He assumed supreme power in the 
Kingdom of Swaziland, giving himself all legislative, executive, and 
judicial power. He also decreed all political parties illegal and banned 
freedom of assembly.

INTRODUCTION
• The Kingdom of Swaziland is a 
landlocked country in the southern tip 
of the Southern African region of Africa, 
with an area of about 17,364 sq km. 

• Population of around 1.1 million, 63 
percent live below the poverty line, 
26 percent of adults have HIV and life 
expectancy is 48.7 years according 
to the statistics of the United Nations 
World Food Programme. 

• The economy of the country is similar 
to that of South Africa with the currency 
pegged to the South African Rand. 

• According to the Commonwealth of 
Nations, the GDP p.c. growth: 0.8% p.a. 
1990–2013. 



These decrees are credited for the death of free political activity in 
Swaziland. Even after Sobhuza II’s son, King Mswati III, had assumed the 
throne on April 25, 1986, he was quick to reaffirm his father’s supreme 
status, which he then inherited.

Soon, banned political parties alongside the labor movement 
began demanding a transition into a constitutional and democratic 
government. Mswati III gave in, though only nominally, setting up a 
series of constitutional review bodies which he appointed. The primary 
groups created were the Tinkhundla Review Commission (TRC), the 
Constitutional Review Commission (CRC), and the Constitution Drafting 
Committee (CDC). Of particular interest is that these bodies were 
headed by senior princes–the king’s brothers–who all disregarded 
human rights and rule of law. Together, they recommended that the 
supreme powers of the king should remain intact under a written 
constitution; that basic human rights and fundamental freedoms should 
be respected only if they do not conflict or undermine Swazi law, 
custom, and traditional practices. Additionally, they recommended that 
free political activity should remain banned in Swaziland, along with 
political parties.



The Tinkhundla system, which is based on the supremacy of the king’s 
power under Swazi law, was first introduced by King Sobhuza II in 1978 
as an experiment. Fundamentally, this system vests all powers in the 
king without any inhibition. Under this arrangement, the King appoints 
the prime minister, members of the cabinet, and some members of 
parliament; enjoys legislative authority; and appoints all the members 
of the judicial service commission. He also appoints the heads of all 
constitutional bodies which otherwise protect democracy, such as the 
Human Rights Commission. He appoints the Attorney General, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions as well as the Chairman of the Public 
Service Commission. There can be no question that the king enjoys wide 
and unlimited power under the 2005 constitution. Though Swaziland 
has a written constitution with a bill of rights, the country is a not 
constitutional or democratic one. 

Swaziland has committed itself to the universally accepted standards of 
democratic governance and rule of law, yet it remains the only absolute 
monarch on the African continent. The king’s supreme powers have 
been affirmed by the high court of Swaziland which, in the case of the 
Law Society of Swaziland v Mpendulo Simelane, held that the king is 
“the mouth that tells no lie.” This means that his word is final and closed 
to all questioning or review, even by the judiciary. In a truly democratic 
society, there is no such thing as someone above the law. Supremacy is 
the first step in tyranny and dictatorship. 



KING MSWATI III
YEARS IN POWER: 28

ESTIMATED NET WORTH: 
$100 MILLION WITH A 
TRUSTEESHIP FOR 
$10 BILLION

ROUTE TO POWER:
SUCCEEDED HIS
LATE FATHER, KING 
SOBHUZA II, WHO DIED
IN 1982



FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION 
AND OPINION
THIS MEANS THAT
You have the right to have your own opinions, ideas, and views; 
you should not feel afraid that they are not the same as those of 
the government’s. You can choose the ideas you want to profess 
and express, join with associations and organizations of your 
choice, and choose a political party to join and belong to. Your 
ideas are important for you and your right to have them must be 
respected. You have the right to speak your mind.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Can I think differently from the Tinkhundla system?
• Can I be imprisoned for my ideas?
• Can I protest publicly when I want to?
• Can I challenge laws I find oppressive?

EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS
• Persecution for professing political and other opinions
• Denial of official recognition and registration of political 
 organizations and associations, such as political parties and trade 
unions
• Arrests, prosecution, and detention of human rights defenders 
and legitimate opponents of the Tinkhundla system of government

Decrees 11, 12 and 13 of the King’s Proclamation of 1973 are very 
explicit and clear on the ban on political parties and similar bodies, 
as well as the prohibition of free political activity. Many human 
rights defenders and legitimate opponents to the Tinkhundla 
system and advocates for democracy are victims of these laws.

We all have the right to think, 
have opinions, and express 
ourselves. The government 
must not interfere in matters 
of individual expression, 
opinion, and ideas.



CASE STUDY
Mario Masuku, who is the President of the People’s United 
Democratic Movement (PUDEMO), and others were first charged 
under the Sedition and Subversive Activities Act and high 
treason in 1990. Since then, Masuku was consistently charged and 
prosecuted under the Sedition and Subversive Activities Act in 
2001 and was acquitted by the courts. In 2008 he was charged 
under both the Sedition Act and STA. He was acquitted and 
discharged. In 2005, a group of members of the banned PUDEMO) 
were arrested and charged under the Sedition Act as well as the 
Explosives Act. In 2014, again a number of PUDEMO members were 
arrested and charged under both the Sedition Act and STA. They 
are currently out on bail and challenging the constitutionality of 
these two pieces of legislation. 

Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; Section 24(1) of the Constitution of Swaziland.

Mario Masuku speaks with 
supporters and members of the 
banned trade union, The Trade 
Union Congress of Swaziland.



FREEDOM OF 
THOUGHT 
THIS MEANS THAT
You are free to express yourself without fear. You can obtain 
information about science and technology. You have access to 
the whole world, through the internet or the media. You can 
write and publish what you want. You can develop your artistic 
talents through music, dance, painting, poetry, and literature. 
You can freely decide—without fearing state prohibition—what 
you read, what you study, and what you watch on television. You 
have the right to choose between different television channels, 
radio stations, and newspapers. You have the right to know 
what is happening in the rest of the world. You must be free to 
obtain information and express yourself publicly without fearing 
punishment by the state. You have the right to publish your own 
works, writings, and opinions.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Can I read any book I want?
• Can I share with others my opinions, dreams, and questions 
about life or politics?
• Can I choose what I want to watch or listen to? 
• Can I write, paint, or play protest music without being 
persecuted?
• Can I browse on the internet freely and get information 
about anything?
• Can I express my ideas freely?

We all have the right to say what 
we think and share our ideas 
with other people. We have the 
freedom to seek, receive, and 
impart ideas and information 
orally or in print. Nobody can be 
persecuted, harmed, or punished 
for their opinion.



EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS
• Those who dissent from the government are arrested, 
prosecuted, or punished.

• The state has total control of the media, in particular the 
state-owned media including radio and television

• The state interferes with internet usage as well as mobile 
telephone connection

• Dissenting opposition political parties are not allowed to use the 
state-owned media to disseminate information, especially where 
such information is not in lie or not supporting government policy 
or conduct

• Even the Members of Parliament (MPs) elected by the people in 
the constituencies in line with the Tinkhundla electoral system, are 
denied access to the state-owned media 

Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; Section 23(1) of the Constitution of Swaziland

Students and members of the 
Swaziland youth congress standing 
in solidarity with the People’s 
United Democratic Movement 
 



LIFE 

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Is my life as a human being, with dignity and rights, respected 
by the government?
• Do I have the right to decide what I want to be and what 
I want to do with my life?
• In order to preserve my life, can I choose a physician or 
a hospital, or pursue medical treatment out of my country?
• Can I freely buy the food I need to live?
• Am I the owner of my own life?

EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• Deaths at the hands of the police while in custody, the most 
recent being the killing of a Mozambican national at the Manzini 
Police Station. Vusi Sibisi had this to say following the death: “The 
aftermath of the death of Mozambican Luciano Reginaldo Zavale 
at the hands of the police in Manzini was a paradoxical indictment 
of Swazi civil society for complicity in inculcating and promoting a 
culture of brutality within the police service.” 
• The death of Sipho Jele at the Sidvwashini Correctional 
Institution in 2011 also raised considerable suspicion after the 
prison alleged that he hanged himself
• Death of young girls during the reed dance. Although the 
numbers could not immediately be verified, it was suggested that 
at least 38 young girls died during the horrific ritual.
• With high levels of poverty in the country, the right to life is 
not guaranteed. The rich are becoming richer, yet the poor are 
becoming much poorer. If the government cannot guarantee the 
right to a meaningful livelihood, there is no right to life.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 6; 
section 15(1) of the Constitution of Swaziland.

We all have the right to life. No one can 
take the life of others.

THIS MEANS THAT
You are the owner of your life. You are 
nobody’s property. You do not belong to 
either the government or to the state. You 
have the same rights as every human being. 
Those rights must always be respected by 
everyone, and to exercise them you do not 
need the permission of any government. You 
belong to yourself and to nobody else.

A member of the proscribed People’s United 
Democratic Movement and a worker, Sipho Jele, died 
in the hands of the state in 2010.



FREEDOM AND 
PERSONAL 
INTEGRITY

THIS MEANS THAT
As a person, you must be fully respected in any circumstance, 
either when dealing with individuals, or with members of 
government, the military, or the police. No one should physically 
harm or abuse you. You have the right to receive dignified and 
humane treatment. You must not be exploited. Work must be duly 
and fairly remunerated with compensation agreed to by employer 
and employee. You can change jobs whenever you like and look for 
a job at any company—national or foreign.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Do I know of any person abused by the government or by any 
group of the Tinkhundla regime and Swaziland government?
• Has a family member or anyone I know been incarcerated or 
executed by the government?
• Do I fear the Tinkhundla government?
• Am I free?

EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS
• Physical and verbal aggressions by the army, police, and 
paramilitary agencies against those who exercise their liberties.
• Persecutions by government security officials.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Articles 7 & 8; 
Section 18 of the Constitution of Swaziland.

We all have the right to live 
free from torture, slavery and 
other cruel, inhumane and 
degrading treatment.

Muzi Mhlanga, Secretary 
General of the Swaziland 
National Association 
of Teachers (SNAT), 
displaying a tooth that 
was broken when police 
beat members of the union 
movement, breaking up 
their meeting in Manzini.



FREEDOM OF 
ASSOCIATION 
AND ASSEMBLY

THIS MEANS THAT
You have the right to assemble in private or in public. You can 
create labor unions that are free and independent from the state 
and you have the right to participate in them. You have the right 
to form, join, or belong to a political party or association of 
your own choosing. You have the right to enjoy the company of 
friends, family members, and work colleagues. You can organize 
social or political gatherings without government supervision or 
authorization. You can share your concerns, projects, and political 
activities with others, because you have the right to assemble and 
associate freely.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Can I meet with anyone to discuss politics?
• Can I create an independent labor union?
• Can I join other people in public places to peacefully protest 
against what I think the government is doing wrong? 
• Can I organize gatherings or protests?
• Can I belong to any national or international independent 
organization?
• Can I refuse participation in those public demonstrations 
organized by the Tinkhundla system or by the government?

We all have the right to associate 
with anyone and to assembly 
peacefully in public.

The People’s United Democratic Movement (Pudemo). 



EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• The government does not recognize certain labor unions
• The government does not allow free public political 
demonstrations or protests
• Government authorization and supervision is required to create a 
neighborhood or community association. 
• The Royal Swaziland Police (RSP) disrupts peaceful meetings 
and prevents unions from gathering peacefully under the disguise 
of protecting public peace, law, and order. For instance, in 2014, 
the Trade Union Congress pulled out of the tripartite structures 
because the police had disrupted a series of their meeting.
• The government does not allow the lawful existence, recognition, 
and registration of political parties or political associations for 
the purpose of participating in public affairs. This right was tested 
in court with political parties seeking to participate in national 
elections and in public affairs. The court held that political parties 
cannot politically participate in elections, stating, “Democracy is, I 
would say, like beauty, to be found in the eyes of the beholder.”

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Articles 21 & 22; 
Section 25(1) and (2) of the Constitution of Swaziland.

 Members of the Royal 
Swaziland Police force.



FREEDOM OF  MOVEMENT 

THIS MEANS THAT
You have the right to leave Swaziland and come back whenever 
you want. The government cannot prohibit or limit that right. The 
state must give you a passport or travel document that allows you 
to freely travel abroad. The government must not restrict your 
access to restaurants, cafes, parks, hotels, shows, etc. You must be 
free to decide where to go for your leisure time. You must be free 
to change the place of your residence if you so wish.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Can I freely leave and enter Swaziland?
• Can I travel and get to know other countries, cultures, and 
places?
• Can I enter restaurants, parks, shows and other public places of 
my choice?
• Can I travel within Swaziland or change residence?

We all have the right to enter and leave our country at anytime. We all have the right 
to move freely in our country. We all have the right to go to public places such as 
hotels, restaurants, cafes, stores, parks, shows, and so on.



EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• The government needs to issue an international passport in 
order for anyone to travel abroad. The government has attempted 
to deny others access to the international passport because of 
their political opinions. Those who want to travel abroad and hold 
different political views from those of the government have to 
explain where they are travelling to and why. These are roadblocks 
to the right of movement. 
• There are many who now live outside Swaziland who are unable 
to travel back into the country for fear of political persecution 
and prosecution. They are not allowed to enter the country. Many 
of them live in exile in neighboring South Africa, and some live 
abroad.
• For purposes of the right to freedom of movement to express 
views and opinions different from those of the ruling regime, 
people are denied the right to free movement. The right to 
freedom of movement cannot be divorced from that of freedom 
of expression, opinion, as well as assembly and association. For 
purposes of political movement, therefore, this right is denied as 
frequently as other rights. 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 12; 
Section 26 of the Constitution of Swaziland

Sipho Gumedze of the Swaziland branch 
of Lawyers for Human Rights and Vincent 
Ncongwane, secretary general of the Swaziland 
Federation of Labor (SFL), rallied in Washington, 
D.C., in August to bring attention to attacks on 
human rights in Swaziland.



PROPERTY 

THIS MEANS THAT
You have the right to own what is yours. Nobody can take your 
belongings without your permission. You have the right to use, 
benefit from, and freely sell, rent, or donate what is yours. You 
must be allowed to develop your talents and abilities and improve 
your living conditions with the money you earn. The government 
cannot decide what to do with your property because you are 
the only one who can decide that. You have the right to buy a 
computer, a fax machine, or any other electronic device.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Can I freely choose what I would like to buy?
• Can I sell my personal belongings, handcrafts, or food?
• Can I improve my living conditions by having my own business?
• Am I allowed to decide what to do with the things that are mine?
• Can I create wealth for myself and others?
• Can I buy or sell a house or a commercial establishment?
• Can I accept presents or donations from foreign visitors?
• Can I keep my property if I leave Swaziland?

We all have the right 
to own property. 



EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• Although the people are free to own property, the people do 
not own land on Swazi Nation Land (SNL). The land is held by the 
chiefs who act on behalf of the king, and who hold the land “in 
trust for the Swazi nation.” 
• A person can be deprived land on SNL without compensation, 
seen with forced evictions reminiscent of Apartheid style land 
deprivation. There have been evictions in such areas as Vuvulane 
where farmers have been evicted from small agricultural 
commercial farm land by the Tibiyo TakaNgwane; Nokwnae, to 
give way to the King’s science park. At Macetjeni and KaMkhweli, 
many families were evicted and dumped in open land without 
shelter after two Chiefs, that Chief Mtfuso Dlamini and Chief Mliba 
Fakudze were deposed to give way to one of the King’s senior 
brothers, Maguga Dlamini. Not only did the evictees lose the 
land, they also lost many of their properties without any form of 
compensation.
• Swazis pride themselves through rearing and keeping cattle 
as a form of wealth. It is the most precious form of property 
for the average indigenous Swazi. However, many Swazis have 
been unlawfully deprived of their cattle by the King through his 
emissaries. 

Nimrod Mabuza in The Nation, November 2015: “For years now, 
cattle owners in the rural areas have been subjected to the worst 
kind of abuse in the name of the king. Cattle are being confiscated 
from farmers on the most spurious suspicion that they may have 
been stolen from the king. The victims cannot go to court because 
the doors of justice have been shut.” 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 17; 
Section 14(1)(d) and section 19 of the Constitution of Swaziland.



EQUALITY 

THIS MEANS THAT
You should not be arrested or imprisoned without reason. If you 
are arrested, the government must tell you the reasons for the 
arrest and you have the right to defend yourself or be granted a 
lawyer for your defense before a tribunal. You have the right to 
be heard by a competent, independent, and impartial tribunal 
established by law. You must never be mistreated under any 
circumstances. You cannot be forced to testify against yourself or 
to confess guilt. You have the right to be presumed innocent until 
proven guilty according to the law. The trial must be transparent 

We are equal before the law. If we are accused of a crime, we have the 
right to have a fair trial and due process under the law, strictly defined by 
rules that are transparent and equal for everybody, without discrimination 
on any ground such as race, color, sex, sexual preference, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, 
birth or other status. All people who are deprived of their liberty must be 
treated with due respect to their human dignity.

BEFORE THE LAW
AND DUE  PROCESS

(left) Prince Masitsela Dlamini, one 
of King Mswati’s senior brothers, who 
declared that the ruling Royal Dlaminis 
are closer to God, and therefore, have 
the divine right to rule over Swaziland.



and due process must be respected. You must be able to defend 
yourself at all times. No one can receive preferential treatment 
before the law for being a member of the ruling family, for being a 
relative of a government official, or for being wealthy. You must be 
treated equally by every person—with respect and dignity.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• What are the causes of most arrests in Swaziland?
• How many people are in prison without ever having had the 
chance to defend themselves?
• When people are arrested, are they informed about the reasons 
for such arrests, and are they guaranteed a defense and an 
assurance that they will not be harmed?
• Is everybody treated equally before the law or during a trial? Is 
it the same if you work for the government of Tinkhundla or if you 
are just a private citizen?
• Are there impartial and independent tribunals that apply the law 
and adjudicate justice?
• Can I hire a private lawyer for my defense in a trial?

EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• People are arbitrarily arrested, taken to court on trumped-up
and false charges, and denied a fair hearing. 
• There is a growing perception that the judiciary is not 
independent and is not permitted to apply the law fairly and 
equally to all citizens.
• The process of the appointment of judges is not transparent 
so there is the possibility that the process is influenced by the 
executive branch.
• Although lawyers operate independently, there have been 
some attempts to interfere with the independence of the 
legal profession in Swaziland. 
• Some people are excluded from participating in public affairs 
on the basis that they hold different views from those of the 
government. For instance, though elections have been held every 
five years since, the Prime Minister is not elected but rather 
appointed by the King from among the ruling Royal Dlamini clan. 
• The Royal ruling Dlaminis say that they are closer to God, and 
therefore, they have the divine right of kings and the Monarch 
to rule over the rest of the Swazi population. Although the 
constitution guarantees equality before and under the law, in 
reality there is no substantive equality. 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Articles 3, 9, 10, 
14, 15 & 26; Section 20 of the Constitution of Swaziland



POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

THIS MEANS THAT
You have the right to run for public office. You can create and join 
different political parties or organizations. You have the right to 
elect your authorities from a list of candidates from many different 
political parties. You can take part in the conduct of public affairs, 
i.e., in the making of decisions that are relevant for every Swazi. 
You can participate in public protests, organize them, and make a 
complaint to, or seek the assistance of, the government, without 
fear of punishment or reprisals.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Can I elect my authorities?
• Is my vote secret, universal, and free?
• Can I choose from different political leaders or parties to support 
who I consider best?
• Can I choose between different political platforms when I vote?
• Can I run for office and can I be a government official if I am not 
in support of the Tinkhundla system of government?
• Can I choose not to vote?
• Can I hire a private lawyer for my defense in a trial?

We all have the right to take part in the government of our country. We 
have the right to choose our leaders in elections that are free, plural, 
democratic and transparent. We have the right to be a candidate and be 
elected to any public position.

Prime Minister of Swaziland, Dr. 
Sibusiso Barnabas Dlamini, the 
longest serving Premier, called 
himself a lightening arrestor 
at the height for demand for 
political reforms.

President of the Swazi Democratic 
Party and also a member of 
Parliament, Jan Sithole.



EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• The Tinkhundla system has been declared the system of 
government for Swaziland. The King’s party, the Imbokodvo 
National Movement (INM) is the only lawfully existing and lawfully 
recognized political organization. 
• However, there are other political parties, but they are not 
allowed to freely operate and to run for elections except their 
individual members.
• Political parties are banned in Swaziland, so is free political 
activity. 
• Swaziland functions on a hereditary monarchy where the King 
has held supreme authority for the last 29 years. He appoints 
the prime minister and the cabinet. No one else has had the 
opportunity to become the prime minister unless appointed by the 
king, whose inner council of advisors predominantly belongs to the 
Royal Family. The current prime minister has been in office since 
1998, with only one term out of office, when he served in the King’s 
Advisory Council (Liqoqo).
• Elections are not democratic or transparent.
• The courts have ruled that political parties cannot participate 
in elections in Swaziland as organized groups, but only via their 
individual members, who may then, once elected, regroup inside 
parliament.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 25; 
Sections 24, 25, 58, 84 of the Constitution of Swaziland.

United States President 
Barack Obama and First 
Lady Michelle Obama with 
King Mswati III and Queen 
Inkhosikati La Mbikiza



PRIVACY 

THIS MEANS THAT
No one can enter your house without your consent. Further, no 
authority can perform searches or seizures, unless under an order 
by a tribunal established by law. You have the right to enjoy your 
home and your family without fear of being harassed by any 
organization such as the police or intelligence unit. Your house is a 
sacred and private place for you, your family, and those you freely 
choose to share it with. The police and intelligence branch should 
not unreasonably and unlawfully interfere with it. You are the 
only owner of your correspondence (e.g. letters, email, postcards, 
telephone, or private notes). No one can violate it without your 
authorization. Your private space is only yours, and cannot be 
invaded or limited. You can call anyone without the government 
being able to listen to your calls or restrict them. Your private life 
belongs to you; it is yours and no one else’s.

HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF?
• Am I scared to allow visits to my home?
• Am I afraid to receive or send information?
• Do I fear that my phone calls are being tapped by government 
agents?
• Can I enjoy my home and my family without limitations?
• Is there anybody in my neighborhood who tells the government 
what I do?
• Can I invite a foreigner to visit and stay at my house?

We all have the right to a private life, 
without being subjected to arbitrary or 
unlawful interference with our family, home, 
or correspondence.

Mario Masuku, President 
of the banned People’s 
United Democratic 
Movement (PUDEMO), 
who has had his home 
invaded because of his 
political activism.



EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS 
• Searches and seizures by government agents, especially during 
the “war on terror.” Though Swaziland is not known to be a haven 
for terrorists, the government has used this to invade the privacy 
of its citizens, in particular those who advocate for democracy and 
democratization.
• Telephone, emails and correspondence are interfered with and 
violated. 
• Swazis must constantly stay vigilant in their social relations, of 
who visits you and who you visit, especially with regard to human 
rights defenders and legitimate opponents to the Tinkhundla 
system who advocate for peaceful democratic transformation.
• Laws such as the Suppression of Terrorism Act are used to invade 
the privacy of ‘enemies’ of the country. Leaders of political parties, 
trade unions, and civil society have all been victims of invasion 
of privacy, especially in times of protests. Those who have been 
targets of such invasion include Mario Masuku, Musa Hlophe, 
Barnes Dlamini, Muzi Mhlanga, Vincent Ncongwane and others.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 17; 
Section 22 of the Constitution.



I can learn about my rights. Learning about my rights means making 
myself informed about human rights. This include appreciating the 
documents containing such rights; these include, but not limited to 
the Universal Declaration on Human rights (UNDHR), the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ( ICESCR), the 
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), to mention 
but a few. These rights are also contained in Chapter III of the 
Constitution of Swaziland, 2005.

Once I am informed and aware of my rights, I can approach the 
court to enforce and protect my rights in the event of a violation 
or abuse. I can approach a human rights organization to assist with 
funding in case I am financially unable; such as Lawyers for Human 
Rights (Swaziland), the Swaziland Coalition of Concerned Civic 
Organizations (SCCCO), the Council of Swaziland Churches (CSC), 
the Trade Union Congress of Swaziland (TUCOSWA), the Swaziland 
United Democratic Front (SUDF), the Media Institute of Southern 
Africa (MISA), the Swaziland National Association of Journalists 
(SNAJ), Women and Law in Southern Africa (Swaziland Chapter), the 
Foundation for Economic Justice (FSEJ) and others. 

WHAT CAN I DO?



I can educate and empower my family and those around me about 
their rights. Because everyone has rights, I can educate, empower and 
share with my family and those around me about the importance of 
human rights. No one person can enjoy human rights when others are 
not informed about them, and therefore, not enjoying them. 
I can organize meetings with neighbors to speak about the human 
rights situation in Swaziland and inviting leaders or members of 
human rights organizations to speak about human rights. Human 
rights belong to all; the youth, elderly, women and persons with 
disabilities. People in the communities need to know that they have 
the right to associate and assemble, the right to speak and express 
themselves, they have the right to dignity, they have the right to 
own property and that no one should dispossess them without due 
process.

I can look for independent human rights associations and join them. 
Independent associations include youth and women’s groups, and 
groups focusing on specific rights such as the freedom of expression, 
political parties and others. By joining an association, I seek not only 
to promote the right to freedom of assembly and association, but 
a host of other rights such as the right to freedom of speech and 
expression, conscience and thought as well as political participation. 
Political parties that exist in Swaziland - although not recognized in 
law - include the Peoples’ United Democratic Movement (PUDEMO), 
the Ngwane National Liberatory Congress (NNLC), the Swazi 
Democratic Party (SWADEPA), Sibahle Sinje National Movement 
(Sibahle), African United Democratic Party (AUDP), as well as the 
ruling Imbokodvo National Movement (INM), the King’s party which 
exists as the Tinkhundla system.

I can look for international media to denounce human rights violations 
in Swaziland. International media will help expose violations and 
abuse of rights, particularly because the media in Swaziland is 
under strain and stress because of government interference with its 
independence. While there has been a slight increase in the number of 
practitioners in the print media, the electronic media, being the radio 
and television are state-owned and state-controlled. Reaching out 
to international media will break monopoly of coverage by the state 
electronic media, which is used to spread government propaganda.

Human rights are essential for your own life and liberty and that 
of your family. History changes, and that change is possible 
and inevitable in Swaziland. Always remember that fighting for 
human rights is fighting for yourself. Be not afraid, all worth 
enterprises seem impossible at the beginning. You can do it!



Human Rights Foundation (HRF) is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization 
that promotes and protects human rights globally, with a focus on 
closed societies. Its mission is to ensure that freedom is both preserved 
and promoted around the world. HRF seeks, in particular, to sustain the 
struggle for liberty in those areas where it is most under threat. HRF’s 
International Council includes human rights advocates George Ayittey, 
Vladimir Bukovsky, Palden Gyatso, Garry Kasparov, Mutabar Tadjibaeva, 
Ramón J. Velásquez, Elie Wiesel, and Harry Wu.

The Institute for Democracy and Leadership (IDEAL) aims to promote 
the ideals, values, and principles of good servant leadership; to promote 
the ancient values of Buntfu (Ubuntu); and to promote and defend the 
values of the rule of law, democracy, good governance, human rights, 
and social justice of all.


