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Ikon Family Advent Guide 
2018 

Parents, 

The holiday season is so busy. 

It is so easy to rush through Christmas with the celebrations, activities, and demands. The season 
moves along quickly because of things that may feel chaotic and obligatory…but it also passes with 
time spent on things that are celebratory and joyful. However, Advent is a beautiful time for us to 
intentionally pause, observe, and reflect upon the significance of the incarnation - for us as 
individuals and for the world. 

As a family, choose one time each week during this Advent season when you can pause in the midst 
of the busyness. Find a time to intentionally come together to read God’s Word, pray, and prepare 
your hearts to rejoice and delight in the coming of our Savior. Set a time each week when you can 
gather together to remember truth and the immeasurable significance and beauty of God coming 
down to redeem his people and restore his creation. 

Based upon the ages of your children, work through the content (or portions of the content) with what 
you discern works well for your family. For younger children in your family, consider having them 
work on the coloring page for that day or have a special snack while you read through the texts. For 
older children, consider having them help read the passages or light your own Advent candle in your 
home. Cultivate a space where this can be a time of worship for your family together this Advent 
season. 

May your Advent season be encouraging, restorative, and life-giving for your family as you pause to 
meditate on truth and worship God together. 

Merry Christmas, 

Jennifer Botzet 
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1st Week of Advent - Hope 
Week of November 25, 2018 

Text: Isaiah 11:1-10, Luke 1:1-38 

Key Verse 

“In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples - of him shall the 
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.” Isaiah 11:10 

Read 

“The Bible says that one day, at the end of time, when God comes back and makes his world 
the way it was always meant to be, lions will lie down with lambs. 

Wait. That’s impossible. A lion would eat a lamb! 

But God says when he makes the world our perfect home again, even things that are 
impossible will come true. 

God is making all the sad things come untrue. He is making the ending of the world happy. 
And all the dreams we have ever dreamed for ourselves? They are only shadows of the 
magnificent dreams God has dreamed for his children.” 

Excerpt from Thoughts To Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones; “Lions & Lambs” (89). 

Discuss 

1. Why do we need God to make our world perfect again? What happened that made it so 
our world is not perfect? 

2. What was God’s big plan to make the world perfect and happy again? 
3. Our world is still imperfect because of sin. Things are sad, painful, and difficult because 

of sin. Does it give you hope to know that God will someday make all the sad things 
come untrue? Why does that give you hope? 

Scripture Reading 

Together read Luke 1:1-38. 
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ASK 

1. Who were Zechariah and Elizabeth? What do you know about them? 
2. Who spoke to Zechariah? What was his message? 
3. Who spoke to Mary? What was his message to her? 
4. How did Mary respond to this news? 
5. How was this an important part of God’s big plan to bring hope into the world? 

Pray 

Is it sometimes difficult for you to have hope? Why or why not? When are there times when 
you have a hard time feeling hopeful? Talk about those things together as a family. 

We live in a world that is still imperfect. Can we still have hope even when things are really 
hard? Why? Where does our hope come from? 

1. Pray for God to give those in your family hope - especially during those times when it 
may be hard for them to feel hopeful. 

2. Spend time in prayer praising God for sending Jesus to be our one true hope! 
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2nd Week of Advent - Peace 
Week of December 2, 2018 

Text: Colossians 1:15-23, Luke 1:39-56 

Key Verse 

“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” 
Colossians 1:19-20 

Read 

“But God. Those two little words are the most important in the whole Bible. They show up 
3,930 times. 

When everything looks like it’s over, when there’s no hope - But God! God does something. 
He turns it all around. Those words are like a fire engine rounding the bend. Help is on the 
way! 

Adam and Eve left the garden. ‘But God whispered a promise to them.’ 

A flood was coming. ‘But God remembered Noah.’ 

We were helpless. ‘But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ.’ 

Whatever is happening in your life today - look up! Help is on the way.” 

Excerpt from Thoughts To Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones; “But God!” (207). 

Discuss 

1. What kinds of things have happened to make it so there is not peace in our world (and 
between us and God)? 

2. Why do we need God to do something to bring peace into our world and our 
relationship with him? Why can’t we fix this brokenness on our own? 

3. What did God do in order to bring us help? 

Scripture Reading 

Together read Luke 1:39-56. 
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ASK 

1. Who did Mary visit? 
2. How did Elizabeth and the baby respond to Mary? Why do you think they responded 

this way? 
3. What are some of the things Mary said in her prayer of praise to God? 

Pray 

It is sometimes hard to feel like you have peace in this world? When do you feel that way? 

Sin has caused us to not have peace with God. But God sent Jesus to fix our relationship 
with him. How can you have peace between you and God? 

1. Pray for God to help those in your family have peace in who he is in the midst of the 
brokenness in our world. 

2. Spend time in prayer praising God for sending Jesus to bring us peace! 
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3rd Week of Advent - Joy 
Week of December 9, 2018 

Text: Zephaniah 3:9-20, Luke 1:57-80 

Key Verse 

“The Lord has taken away the judgements against you; he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; and you shall never again fear evil.”  
Zephaniah 3:15 

Read 

“The true story of God coming to rescue his children is Topsy-Turvy Good News! 

Jesus said, ‘The way to be the greatest is to be the least. The way to save your life is to give 
it away.’ 

Jesus didn’t come with wealth. He came as a poor man. 

He didn’t come as a General to grab power. He came as a baby. 

He didn’t come to be Boss of everyone. He came to be a servant. 

And - without fighting a single military battle - God’s Undercover Prince conquered the 
whole world!” 

Excerpt from Thoughts To Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones; “Topsy Turvy” (122). 

Discuss 

1. How did Jesus come to the world in a way that was unexpected? 
2. Why did we need Jesus to come and conquer the world?  
3. How does that make you feel to know that Jesus came to take away your sin (the 

judgements against you)? How does that make you feel to know that because of Jesus 
you never have to be afraid? 

Scripture Reading 

Together read Luke 1:57-80. 
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ASK 

1. How did Elizabeth and Zechariah’s friends and neighbors respond when John was 
born? 

2. What happened after Zechariah wrote John’s name? 
3. What are some of the things Zechariah said about God in his prophecy? 
4. Who was John going to prepare the way for? 

Pray 

What is joy? How did Jesus coming into the world bring joy into the brokenness and pain? 

As God’s children who are created to show what he is like in this world…how can you bring 
joy to those around you? 

1. Pray for God to give those in your family joy - especially in the midst of things in life 
that are difficult. Pray that they would remember where their joy comes from. 

2. Pray for God to help those in your family bear forth joy into the world. 
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4th Week of Advent - Love 
Week of December 16, 2018 

Text: 1 John 4:7-21, Luke 2:1-21 

Key Verse 

“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him.” 1 John 4:9 

Read 

“God’s world is shining all around us. The skies, streams, trees, animals - without needing 
any words at all - are telling us God is powerful and wise and beautiful. 

But they can’t tell us everything. They can’t tell us the most important thing. 

They can’t tell us about his love. His Wonderful, Never Stopping, Never Giving Up, 
Unbreaking, Always and Forever Love! 

The love that made the stars. That moved heaven and earth to be near us. That came down 
to live with us. 

No. To really see God’s love, we must look at Jesus.” 

Excerpt from Thoughts To Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones; “Knowing God” (200). 

Discuss 

1. Why did God create everything? What are some of the things you can see about God in 
what he has created? 

2. How does Jesus show us God’s love? 
3. Do you believe that God loves you? How do you know this is true? 

Scripture Reading 

Together read Luke 2:1-21. 
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ASK 

1. Where was Jesus born? How did they end up there? 
2. Who were the first people to know about the Savior being born? How did they hear this 

amazing news? 
3. How did the shepherds respond to seeing the Savior? 
4. How was this incredible event (the birth of Jesus) a way that God has shown us his 

love? 

Pray 

What do we deserve because of our sin? How did God show amazing love for us (so we do 
not have to receive death and punishment because of our sin)? 

As those bearing God’s image and being created to show what he is like in this world…how 
can you show God’s incredible love to those around you? 

1. Pray for God to give those in your family an understanding of the weight of sin and its 
consequences. Pray that this understanding would also make them realize the depth of 
God’s love in providing a way for us to not receive death and punishment. 

2. Pray that God would help those in your family to demonstrate the love of God through 
our Savior Jesus to those around them. 
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5th Week of Advent - Christ 
Week of December 23, 2018 

Text: Luke 2:22-40 

Key Verse 

“For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” Luke 2:30-32 

Read 

“It was never meant to be this way. 

When the first human beings, Adam and Eve, ran from God, they broke his heart and his 
world - and tears and sickness and pain and death came in. 

God made his world to be our perfect home. But sin has spoiled everything. We have made 
a terrible mess of God’s world. We lost it all! 

Did God abandon us? Did he just look down from heaven at the mess we made? 

No. He didn’t just look down. He came down. God himself came down. 

Not as a judge to punish us, but as a Rescuer to save us.” 

Excerpt from Thoughts To Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones; “God in Heaven” (31). 

Discuss 

1. What are some of the different ways that sin has broken God’s perfect world? 
2. Why did God make a great plan to save the world and us from this brokenness? What 

was God’s big plan to fix this? 
3. Jesus has come, and he has done what was needed to fix our broken relationship with 

him. Our world is still broken…but Jesus has not failed. How will God one day fix all the 
brokenness forever and ever? 

Scripture Reading 

Together read Luke 2:22-40. 
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ASK 

1. Why did Joseph and Mary take baby Jesus to the Temple? 
2. Who did they meet at the Temple? 
3. How did Simeon and Anna respond to meeting Jesus? 
4. What did Simeon and Anna know about God’s big plan for Jesus? 

Pray 

We still live in a broken world…a world that one day God will make perfect and right once 
again. God has placed us to live in the midst of this brokenness for important reasons. Why 
do you think God has us (his people) still living in this world? What are we supposed to do 
to show God’s glory and help fix the brokenness? 

1. Pray for God to give strength and wisdom to those in your family - so they may be 
people who do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly in this broken world. Pray for God 
to give your family a greater love and desire for him - so his attributes and character 
will be on display through them. 

2. Spend time praising God for his goodness and faithfulness in sending Jesus to be our 
Savior and the Savior of the world! 
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