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“Balaam:	Do	not	miss	the	signs”	
	
While	 Moses	 led	 the	 Israelites	 as	 they	 wandered	 through	 the	 wilderness	 in	
search	of	the	promise	land,	there	were	other	tribes	living	in	the	various	places	
they	came	across.	Some	of	these	events	are	recorded	of	in	the	book	of	Numbers.		
	
Then	the	Israelites	traveled	to	the	plains	of	Moab	and	camped	along	the	Jordan	
across	from	Jericho.2	Now	Balak	son	of	Zippor	saw	all	that	Israel	had	done	to	the	
Amorites,3	and	Moab	was	terrified	because	there	were	so	many	people.	Indeed,	
Moab	was	filled	with	dread	because	of	the	Israelites.	(Numbers	22:1-3)	
		
When	Moses	and	the	Israelites	stayed	in	the	plains	of	Moab,	the	king	of	Moab,	
Balak,	was	deeply	troubled	by	their	presence	in	great	numbers.	So	Balak	sent	his	
messengers	to	summon	Balaam,	a	pagan	prophet	and	told	him	“For	I	know	that	
whoever	you	bless	is	blessed,	and	whoever	you	curse	is	cursed.”	(Numbers	22:6)	
Yes,	Balak	asked	Balaam	to	curse	the	Israelites	for	Moab	(Today	I	will	mention	
these	two	similar	names,	Balak	and	Balaam,	so	listen	carefully.	Balak	is	the	king	
of	Moab,	and	Balaam	is	the	pagan	prophet.			
	
King	Balak	asked	Balaam	to	curse	the	Israelites,	and	the	prophet	Balaam	told	the	
messengers,8	 “Spend	 the	 night	 here	 and	 I	 will	 report	 back	 to	 you	 with	 the	
answer	the	Lord	gives	me.”	
	
And	God	said	to	Balaam,	“Do	not	go	with	them.	You	must	not	put	a	curse	on	
those	people,	because	they	are	blessed.”	
	
The	next	morning,	 after	 Balaam	 told	 the	messenger	 of	God’s	 guidance.	 They	
returned	to	Balak	and	told	him	that,	“Balaam	did	not	come	with	them	because	
God	did	not	 let	him	curse	them”.	Balak	did	not	give	up	and	sent	more	higher	
ranking	messengers	to	Balaam.	They	said	to	him,16	“This	is	what	Balak	son	of	
Zippor	says:	Do	not	let	anything	keep	you	from	coming	to	me,	17	because	I	will	
reward	you	handsomely	and	do	whatever	you	 say.	Come	and	put	a	 curse	on	
these	people	for	me.”	(Numbers	22:16-17).	What	did	Balaam	respond?		
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Balaam	told	Balak’s	servants;	18	“Even	if	Balak	gave	me	all	the	silver	and	gold	in	
his	palace,	I	could	not	do	anything	great	or	small	to	go	beyond	the	command	of	
the	Lord	my	God.	19	Now	spend	the	night	here	so	that	I	can	find	out	what	else	
the	Lord	will	tell	me.”	(Numbers	22:18-19)	
	
Balaam	seems	to	respect	God,	and	he	responded	that	he	would	ask	 the	Lord	
again.	His	response	seems	very	faithful,	but	in	reality	he	was	probably	tempted	
by	 the	gold,	 silver	and	 rewards	offered	 to	him.	God	had	already	 told	Balaam	
when	the	servants	first	visited	him	to,	“Not	go	with	them”.	So	he	should	not	have	
said	a	second	time	to	“Wait	until	I	ask	God”.	
	
God’s	will	was	already	clear	to	Balaam,	but	he	had	his	own	thoughts	and	desires,	
so	he	went	on	to	ask	God	a	second	time.	This	is	the	same	as	when	we	pray	of	
our	wishes	to	God.	Yes,	we	do	pray	for	God’s	will	to	be	done,	but	when	we	find	
that	His	will	is	different	from	our	own,	we	do	not	accept	it	and	try	to	negotiate,	
ultimately	doing	what	we	ourselves	want.	That	is	the	the	kind	of	heart	we	have.	
Well	then,	let	us	read	on	to	what	became	of	Balaam.	
	
20	That	night	God	came	to	Balaam	and	said,	“Since	these	men	have	come	to	
summon	you,	go	with	them,	but	do	only	what	I	tell	you.”	
	
	
21	Balaam	got	up	in	the	morning,	saddled	his	donkey	and	went	with	the	Moabite	
officials.	22	But	God	was	very	angry	when	he	went,	and	the	angel	of	the	Lord	
stood	in	the	road	to	oppose	him.	Balaam	was	riding	on	his	donkey,	and	his	two	
servants	were	with	him.	23	When	the	donkey	saw	the	angel	of	the	Lord	standing	
in	the	road	with	a	drawn	sword	in	his	hand,	it	turned	off	the	road	into	a	field.	
Balaam	beat	it	to	get	it	back	on	the	road.	24	Then	the	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	in	
a	narrow	path	 through	 the	vineyards,	with	walls	on	both	sides.	25	When	 the	
donkey	saw	the	angel	of	the	Lord,	it	pressed	close	to	the	wall,	crushing	Balaam’s	
foot	against	it.	So	he	beat	the	donkey	again.	26	Then	the	angel	of	the	Lord	moved	
on	ahead	and	stood	in	a	narrow	place	where	there	was	no	room	to	turn,	either	
to	the	right	or	to	the	left.27	When	the	donkey	saw	the	angel	of	the	Lord,	it	lay	
down	under	Balaam,	and	he	was	angry	and	beat	it	with	his	staff.		
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We	find	this	odd	because	God	had	said	to	Balaam	that	night,	20	“Since	these	
men	have	come	to	summon	you,	go	with	 them,	but	do	only	what	 I	 tell	you.”	
Therefore,	Balaam	left	his	place	but	when	he	went	with	the	servants,	God	was	
very	angry.	Why	was	this	so?		
	
God	treats	us	humans	as	those	of	free	will.	He	does	not	force	us	to	obey	Him.	
God	 wants	 our	 sincere	 obedience.	 Therefore,	 He	 gave	 Balaam	 freedom	 to	
choose	his	way,	but	Balaam	used	the	freedom	for	his	own	desire.			
	
God	knows	not	only	our	words	and	deeds	but	He	also	knows	our	heart.	Balaam	
most	likely	woke	up	early	that	morning	and	thought	about	the	rewards	promised	
to	him	from	king	Balak.	Needless	to	say,	God	knew	his	heart.	
	
As	he	rode	his	donkey	on	the	way	to	Moab,	the	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	in	the	
road	to	oppose	him,	but	Balaam	could	not	see	the	angel.	When	the	donkey	saw	
the	angel	of	the	Lord	standing	in	the	road	with	a	drawn	sword		in	his	hand,	it	
turned	off	the	road	into	a	field.	Balaam	beat	it	to	get	it	back	on	the	road.	Then	
the	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	in	a	narrow	path	through	the	vineyards,	with	walls	
on	both	sides.		When	the	donkey	saw	the	angel	of	the		Lord,	it	pressed	close	to	
the	wall,	crushing	Balaam’s	foot	against	it.	So	he	beat	the	donkey	again.		Then	
the	angel	of		the	Lord	moved	on	ahead	and	stood	in	a	narrow	place	where	there	
was	no	room	to	turn,	either	to	the	right	or	to	the	left.	When	the	donkey	saw	the	
angel	of	the	Lord,	it	lay	down	under	Balaam,	and	he	was	angry	and	beat	it	with	
his	staff.		
	
Yes,	the	donkey	tried	to	avoid	the	calamity	before	him,	but	the	donkey	was	just	
an	annoyance	to	Balaam.	The	donkey	saved	Balaam’s	life	and	the	donkey	also	
saved	Balaam	from	his	sins.							Balaam’s	eyes	were	finally	opened	and	when	he	
finally	saw	the	angel	of	the	LORD	standing	in	his	way,	he	realized	that	he	had	
almost	lost	his	life.	
	
Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	we	also	have	 this	donkey	 in	our	 life.	We	also	have	
similar	wishes	and	desires	like	that	of	Balaam.	We	talk	about	God’s	will,	but	we	
do	not	follow	His	will	and	try	to	adjust	His	will	to	our	own	desires.		
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The	 donkey	 is	 like	 God’s	 sign	 to	 us	 when	 we	 proceed	 with	 our	 own	 selfish	
decisions.	When	God	thinks	we	should	reconsider,	that	it	would	be	better	for	us	
to	avoid	a	certain	path,	He	provides	us	with	this	donkey.	And	so	we	should	be	
careful	of	our	words	and	deeds.	Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	do	you	know	what	
this	donkey	is	in	your	life?			
	
This	donkey	may	be	someone’s	letter	to	you.	This	donkey	may	be	the	words	of	
advice	from	someone.	We	might	ignore	these,	but	it	 is	wise	to	keep	it	on	our	
minds	and	ponder	about	them.	If	we	still	insist	on	following	our	desire,	the	sword	
might	be	waited	before	us.	We	should	not	ignore	God’s	signs.	
After	these	things	happened,	34	Balaam	said	to	the	angel	of	the	Lord,	“I	have	
sinned.	I	did	not	realize	you	were	standing	in	the	road	to	oppose	me.	Now	if	you	
are	displeased,	I	will	go	back.”	35	The	angel	of	the	Lord	said	to	Balaam,	“Go	with	
the	men,	but	speak	only	what	I	tell	you.”	So	Balaam	went	with	Balak’s	officials	
(Numbers	22:34-35).	
	
Balaam	met	with	Balak	at	Moab,	and	Balaam	was	asked	three	times	to	curse	the	
Israelites,	 but	 that	 was	 not	 God’s	 will,	 so	 Balaam	 blessed	 the	 Israelites	 and	
predicted	the	judgment	of	Moab.	God	used	a	pagan	prophet	for	His	will,	and	the	
prophet	had	a	very	important	role	in	His	story.			
	
But	as	 I	 always	 say,	our	 life	does	not	 consist	of	 a	 single	moment	or	event.	 It	
seems	that	Balaam	did	his	role	as	a	prophet	by	following	God’	will.	This	is	written	
in	Numbers	24,	but	chapter	25	begins	with	the	following.	
	
While	 Israel	 was	 staying	 in	 Shittim,	 the	 men	 began	 to	 indulge	 in	 sexual	
immorality	with	Moabite	women,	2	who	invited	them	to	the	sacrifices	to	their	
gods.	The	people	ate	the	sacrificial	meal	and	bowed	down	before	these	gods.	3	
So	 Israel	 yoked	 themselves	 to	 the	Baal	of	Peor.	And	 the	Lord’s	anger	burned	
against	them	(Numbers	25:1-3).	
	
How	did	the	Moabite	women	know	how	to	tempt	the	Israelites?	How	could	they	
sacrifice	and	worship	their	gods?	Of	course	that	was	not	God’s	will,	and	His	anger	
burned	against	the	Israelites	and	twenty-four	thousand	of	their	lives	were	lost.	
Who	thought	of	and	formed	this	strategy	that	led	the	Israelites	to	such	disaster?	
The	book	of	Revelation	and	2	Peter	mentions	this	event	as	following.		
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14	Nevertheless,	 I	have	a	 few	things	against	you:	There	are	some	among	you	
who	hold	to	the	teaching	of	Balaam,	who	taught	Balak	to	entice	the	Israelites	to	
sin	so	 that	 they	ate	 food	sacrificed	 to	 idols	and	committed	sexual	 immorality	
(Revelation	2:14).		
	
15	They	have	left	the	straightway	and	wandered	off	to	follow	the	way	of	Balaam	
son	of	Bezer,	who	loved	the	wages	of	wickedness.	16	But	he	was	rebuked	for	his	
wrongdoing	by	a	donkey.	(2	Peter	2:15-16）	
	
The	Israelites	were	capable	of	beating	their	enemies	from	the	outside,	but	the	
enemy	came	and	destroyed	the	Israelites	from	within.	They	were	tempted	by	
the	Moabite	women,	and	committed	the	sin	of	pagan	worship,	which	lead	to	the	
death	of	twenty-four	thousand	men.	Balaam	was	tempted	by	the	reward	Balak	
offered	 to	 him,	 and	 he	 enticed	 the	 Israelites.	 His	 death	 was	 also	 sad	 and	
miserable.	
	
22	In	addition	to	those	slain	in	battle,	the	Israelites	had	put	to	the	sword	Balaam	
son	of	Beor,	who	practiced	divination.	(Joshua	13:22)	
	
Balaam	once	said	to	Balak,	“Let	me	die	the	death	of	the	righteous,	and	may	my	
final	end	be	like	theirs!”	Balaam	wished	to	die	as	a	righteous	man,	but	how	can	
he	die	as	a	righteous	man	without	living	like	a	righteous	one.	He	was	once	called	
a	prophet	but	now	he	was	called	a	fortune-teller	and	was	killed	by	the	Israelites.		
	
Today’s	message	title	is	“Do	not	miss	the	sign”.	God	put	a	donkey	before	us.	We	
might	be	annoyed	and	at	times	angry	towards	the	donkey	because	the	donkey	
will	block	our	way	and	seem	like	an	obstacle	for	us.	But	when	we	see	the	donkey,	
let	us	not	get	upset	like	Balaam,	but	think	about	God’s	will.	It	may	save	our	life,	
and	we	may	receive	God’s	blessings.	Let	us	pray.			
	


