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“Samson:	First	of	all,	check	our	control	tower”	
	

We	have	been	looking	at	the	weaknesses	and	failures	of	Adam,	Eve,	Abraham,	Lot,	
and	Noah	from	the	book	of	Genesis;	and	Moses,	Aaron,	and	Balaam	from	the	book	
of	Exodus	and	Numbers.	After	God	created	man,	man	greatly	increased	in	number,	
and	the	Israelites	emerged	from	them.	And	through	the	Israelites,	God	has	shown	
Himself	 in	 our	 history.	God	 promised	 the	 land	 of	 Canaan	 for	 the	 Israelites,	 and	
Moses	 aimed	 to	 get	 there.	 But	 he	 could	 not	 enter	 the	 land	 and	 Joshua,	 his	
successor,	conquered	the	land	after	Moses.		

Joshua	 took	 leadership	 of	 the	 Israelites	 with	 faith	 and	 told	 them	 “do	 not	 be	
compromised	by	the	other	gods	of	Canaan.”	He	was	the	leader	who	always	had	a	
sense	 of	 crisis	 and	warned	 and	 encouraged	 the	 Israelites.	 He	 kept	warning	 the	
Israelites	 because	 he	 knew	 that	 if	 they	 ignored	 their	 God	 and	 followed	 the	
Canaanite	gods,	they	would	perish.		

Living	in	the	wilderness,	their	lifestyle	had	been	nomadic,	always	moving	from	place	
to	place,	but	after	they	settled	into	the	promised	land	of	Canaan,	they	learned	to	
stay	and	cultivate	the	land.	Agricultural	living	meant	that	they	sought	out	abundant	
harvests.	They	adopted	the	agricultural	ways	and	customs	of	the	people	who	lived	
there	before	them.	But	that	also	meant	that	they	had	accepted	and	adopted	their	
rituals	of	pagan	worship.	And	slowly,	they	turned	to	idolatry	in	praying	to	gods	for	
their	harvest.		

The	gods	of	harvest	 are	always	 linked	with	 fertility	 and	 that	 led	 them	 to	 sexual	
corruption.	Historians	say	there	were	many	civilizations	in	this	world,	but	they	have	
all	perished,	and	the	reasons	for	this	is	sexual	corruption.	As	I	had	preached	about	
two	weeks	ago,	Israel	could	fight	back	against	their	armed	enemies	but	they	could	
not	win	against	the	temptations	of	the	women	of	Moab.				

Some	time	had	passed	since	then,	and	Joshua	had	passed.	A	look	into	such	time	is	
described	of	in	the	book	of	Judges.		In	those	days	Israel	had	no	king;	everyone	did	
as	they	saw	fit	(Judges	17:6).	

The	words,	“to	do	as	we	see	fit”	sounds	promising,	but	in	reality,	it	needs	“what	we	
see	as	fit”	must	actually	be	“truly	right”.	It	is	very	difficult	to	keep	the	peace	among	



 
 

February 12, 2017  “Samson: First of all, check our control tower” 

2 

people	who	do	as	they	see	fit,	because	what	they	think	is	right	is	not	always	right	
for	others.	In	other	words,	“as	we	see	fit”	is	“as	we	wish”	and	“as	we	want”.	

			

The	conflict	between	what	 is,	 "right	 in	one's	eyes"	 is	constantly	going	on	 in	 this	
world	around	us.	The	thing	that	 is	 right	 in	one’s	eyes	are	 immediately	voiced	as	
tweets	 and	 posts	 online	 without	 any	 inspection	 or	 consideration.	 If	 a	 person	
approves	of	something,	there	will	always	be	others	that	will	attack	it.	Not	only	is	
this	seen	on	the	internet,	we	insist	on	"the	thing	that	is	right	in	our	own	eyes"	to	
each	other	at	home,	 in	 the	workplace,	 in	 the	streets,	at	 the	cash	register	of	 the	
supermarket,	and	create	conflict.	We	are	not	different	from	the	people	in	the	Book	
of	Judges.		

From	this	point,	they	continue	to	repeat	this	cycle	of	doing	what	is	“right	in	their	
eyes”.	In	other	words,	they	abandoned	their	faith	and	worshiped	pagan	gods,	lost	
power	against	their	enemies,	hit	rock	bottom,	asked	God	for	help,	and	God	brought	
them	back	up	out	of	mercy.	During	that	time,	God	raised	the	Judges	to	help	Israel.	
There	were	fourteen	judges	in	the	Book	of	Judges.	

The	Judges	were	the	leaders	who	stood	before	the	Israelites	to	make	order.	While	
the	 judges	were	 looking	over	them,	things	were	good	and	stable,	but	once	they	
were	gone,	the	Israelites	compromised	with	the	pagan	world	and	abandoned	God	
for	 the	 pagan	 lifestyle.	 They	 had	 continued	 this	 cycle	 for	 400	 years.	 Today,	we	
would	like	to	focus	our	attention	on	one	of	the	Judges,	Samson.						

The	 beginning	 of	 Samson’s	 life	 was	 blessed.	 His	 mother	 was	 ordered	 to	 live	 a	
dedicated	life	from	the	time	she	was	pregnant.	Samson	was	dedicated	to	God	and	
he	was	raised	as	a	Nazirite.	His	head	was	never	to	be	touched	by	a	razor	and	he	was	
not	permitted	to	eat	any	grapes.	Yes,	his	mission	was	to	protect	and		to	save	the	
Israelites	 from	 the	 Philistines.	 He	 leads	 the	 Israelites	 for	 twenty	 years.	 When	
Samson	was	born,	the	Israelites	had	been	threatened	by	the	Philistines	and	they	
had	been	ruled	over	for	forty	years.		

	As	the	Book	of	Judges	mentions,	He	grew	and	the	LORD	blessed	him	(Judge	13:24).	
His	 life	was	 blessed	 and	God’s	 spirit	was	 upon	 on	 him.	God	 gave	 him	 a	 special	
physical	strength.	It	was	not	like	the	strength	of	just	any	strong	man,	but	it	was	an	
overwhelming	physical	strength.	We	know	of	the	suite	case	company	“Samsonite”,	
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in	which	its	name	comes	from	this	man	Samson.	 It	was	named	so	because	of	 its	
unbreakable	strength.			

One	day	at	the	vineyards,	a	young	lion	came	roaring	toward	him,	the	spirit	of	the	
Lord	 came	 powerfully	 upon	 him	 and	 he	 tore	 the	 lion	 apart	 (Judge	 14:5,6).	 On	
another	occasion,	when	the	Philistines	tied	him	up	with	ropes	but	he	dropped	them	
like	charred	flax	fibers.	He	had	also	taken	a	donkey’s	jawbone	and	struck	down	a	
thousand	men.	Yes,	this	was	the	kind	of	strength	God	gave	to	Samson.		

When	God’s	spirit	was	with	him,	he	gained	the	power.	He	was	so	powerful	that	he	
could	easily	beat	his	enemies,	but	even	with	such	overwhelming	strength,	he	could	
not	 manage	 his	 heart.	 He	 was	 victorious	 over	 him	 many	 enemies.	 He	 was	 a	
superman,	but	he	had	his	faults.	Yes,	he	could	not	control	himself.	He	could	control	
his	 enemies	 but	 not	 himself.	 The	 book	 of	 Proverbs	 describes	 such	 a	 man	 as	
following;	Better	a	patient	person	than	a	warrior,	one	with	self-control	than	one	
who	takes	a	city	(Proverb	16:32).	Like	a	city	whose	walls	are	broken	through	is	a	
person	who	lacks	self-control	(Proverb	25:28).	

Needless	 to	 say,	 if	we	 cannot	 control	 our	 heart,	 our	 physical	 strength,	 financial	
power	and	 intellectual	gift	can	be	the	cause	of	trouble.	Sometimes,	professional	
athletes	and	businessmen	confesses	that	the	real	enemy	is	not	from	the	outside	
but	that	they	actually	come	from	within	their	hearts.	They	have	found	this	truth	
after	countless	struggles	in	their	real	world.	

God’s	 spirit	 was	 poured	 on	 to	 men	 in	 the	 Old	 Testament	 like	 Samson,	 but	
interestingly,	the	way	of	pouring	is	different	in	the	New	Testament	from	the	Old	
Testament.		

We	know	that	the	Holy	Spirit	was	poured	onto	the	people	in	the	book	of	Acts,	but	
that	seems	different	from	Solomon	in	the	Old	Testament.	The	spirit	was	poured	on	
the	outward	qualities	of	the	person	in	the	Old	Testament	and	poured	in	the	inward	
qualities	of	people	 in	 the	New	Testament.	Therefore,	Samson	beat	 the	enemies	
with	his	outward	power,	but	he	failed	because	the	spirit	was	not	at	work	within	
him.	Yes,	his	heart	was	not	treated	nor	changed.			
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Needless	to	say,	we	need	the	Holy	Spirit	in	our	hearts	to	change	us,	but	we	always	
only	see	our	outward	strength.	Our	outward	show	of	strength	will	eventually	give	
way	and	cause	trouble	without	the	Holy	Spirit’s	strength	within	us.		

Samson	had	super	power	but	he	did	not	have	the	power	of	control	himself	from	
within.	 He	 was	 especially	 powerless	 to	 women.	 His	 super	 power	 is	 useless	 in	
controlling	his	heart.		

He	was	 given	 the	mission	 to	 fight	with	 the	 Philistines	 but	 he	 fell	 in	 love	with	 a	
Philistine	woman,	and	she	become	his	wife.	He	should	not	have	chosen	his	wife	
from	the	enemy	but	he	followed	his	blazing	passion,	because	he	had	been	relied	
on	only	for	his	physical	power.	He	had	been	doing	whatever	he	wanted.		

At	their	wedding	ceremony,	Samson	gave	told	a	riddle	to	his	guest.	But	none	of	the	
guests	to	solve	the	riddle	and	finally	told	the	answer	to	his	Philistine	wife.	Angry	of	
this,	he	left	the	wedding,	and	his	wife	became	the	wife	of	his	best	man.	Yes,	Samson	
lost	his	wife	on	the	day	of	their	wedding!				

It	is	unbelievable	that	the	bride	become	his	best	man’s	wife	on	the	wedding	day,	
but	that	can	happen	according	to	the	customs	of	the	Philistines.	That	was	the	kind	
of	place	Samson	saw	fit	to	live.		

In	the	first	place,	a	Judge	should	lead	the	people	by	God’s	words	and	encourage	
them	 with	 them.	 But	 there	 is	 no	 such	 a	 record	 in	 the	 Bible.	 Only	 his	 physical	
strength	was	written	of	in	the	bible.	His	physical	strength	could	not	lead	the	people.	
They	needed	practical	 guidance	and	 it	needed	 to	 change	 their	hearts.	 Yes,	 they	
needed	the	words	of	God.	

After	Samson	lost	his	Philistine	wife,	he	loved	a	prostitute	named	Delilah.	The	Gaza	
where	Samson	lived	was	the	southernmost	town	in	the	city	of	Philistine.	That	was	
the	 point	 of	 traffic	 between	 Egypt	 and	 Mesopotamia,	 and	 there	 were	 many	
prostitutes	there.	Why	did	Samson	lived	in	such	a	town?	The	reason	why	he	lived	
there	revealed	his	heart.	He	followed	what	his	eyes	saw	fit.	Yes,	he	wanted	to	live	
in	a	place	where	many	prostitutes	lived,	because	he	was	attracted	to	them.					

If	he	did	not	speak	the	words	of	God,	he	himself	did	not	live	by	them.	Therefore,	he	
lost	the	directional	guidance	of	his	daily	life,	and	lived	in	this	Philistine	town	without	
any	question.	His	ethical	censer	must	have	broken.	
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A	Philistine	who	knew	that	there	was	no	way	to	beat	Samson	by	strength	came	to	
Delilah	to	ask	for	Samson’s	weakness	in	order	to	capture	him.		They	promised	to	
reward	her.	Delilah	tried	many	times	to	draw	out	his	weakness	many	ways,	but	he	
did	not	confess	and	deceived	her	three	times.	But	finally,	out	of	his	affection	for	
her,	he	confesses	the	origin	of	his	power.	He	tells	her	that	his	power	comes	from	
his	long	hair	that	has	never	touched	a	razor,	and	if	his	head	is	shaved,	he	would	lose	
his	superhuman	strength	(Judge	16:15-17).	

What	we	have	 looked	at	 today	 can	be	 called	a	 “Honey	Trap”,	 a	 trap	 in	which	a	
woman	approaches	a	government	official	to	gain	secret	information.	Samson	was	
also	 caught	 in	 such	 a	 trap.	 Samson	who	was	weak	 to	women	was	 deceived	 by	
Delilah	who	was	weak	to	money.	Our	weaknesses	and	the	weaknesses	of	others	
can	very	often	bring	about	problems..				

As	a	result,	Samson	told	his	secret	to	Delilah	and	she	shaved	his	hair	while	he	was	
asleep.		His	strength	was	reduced	to	that	of	a	normal	man,	and	he	was	caught	by	
the	Philistines	with	rope	and	his	eyes	were	taken	away.	He	lost	to	the	Philistines.	

His	super	power	gave	him	confidence,	but	that	strength	also	made	him	boast.	He	
had	 forgotten	 that	 his	 power	 came	 from	 God.	 He	 had	 always	 won	 against	 the	
Philistines	by	himself.	Therefore,	he	had	no	partner	nor	supporter.						

Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	this	is	one	of	the	reasons,	we	come	to	church.	We	need	
prayer	from	our	fellow	brothers	and	sisters.	We	ourselves	also	pray	for	others,	and	
we	will	be	given	wise	words	of	advice	from	those	who	care	for	us	and	we	trust.			

Samson	could	beat	his	enemies,	but	he	could	not	control	himself.	Because	of	this,	
he	could	not	fully	use	his	power	for	the	work	of	God.	The	strength	he	had	made	
him	boast.	Sometimes,	our	gifts	can	become	the	source	of	our	troubles.	Yes,	it	is	
because	his	heart	was	not	examined	by	God.	His	heart,	which	is	the	control	tower	
of	his	life.		

We	have	been	looking	at	people	in	the	bible,	each	who	had	come	across	trouble	
and	failed,	but	there	is	a	reason	to	this.	It	is	written	in	1	Corinthians,	
11	These	 things	 happened	 to	 them	 as	 examples	and	 were	 written	 down	 as	
warnings	for	us,	on	whom	the	culmination	of	the	ages	has	come.12	So,	if	you	think	
you	are	standing	firm,	be	careful	that	you	don’t	fall!	(1	Corinthians	10:11-12)	
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Yes,	Samson’s	failure	is	written	in	the	Bible	for	us,	so	that	we	may	learn	from	it.	
Paul	said	in	the	book	of	Colossians,	To	this	end	I	strenuously	contend	with	all	the	
energy	Christ	so	powerfully	works	 in	me	(Colossians	1:29).	He	mentions	power,	
and	that	is	the	energy	of	Christ,	powerfully	working	in	us.	We	strenuously	contend	
with	all	His	energy	within	us.	

When	the	first	church	was	built,	God	first	poured	the	Holy	Spirit	on	the	people	of	
Christ.	 “When	the	day	of	Pentecost	came,	 they	were	all	 together	 in	one	place.2	
Suddenly	a	sound	like	the	blowing	of	a	violent	wind	came	from	heaven	and	filled	
the	whole	house	where	they	were	sitting.	3	They	saw	what	seemed	to	be	tongues	
of	fire	that	separated	and	came	to	rest	on	each	of	them.	4	All	of	them	were	filled	
with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	began	to	speak	in	other	tongues	as	the	Spirit	enabled	them”	
(Acts	2:1-4).	

They	did	not	receive	the	Spirit	on	their	outward	strength,	but	they	were	filled	with	
the	Holy	Spirit	and	spoke	different	languages.	They	went	out	with	those	words	and	
spread	them	to	the	world.	Because	they	were	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	they	kept	
going	even	though	they	faced	persecution.				

We	 tend	 to	 focus	on	what	we	can	 see	outwardly.	We	are	attracted	 to	physical,	
military,	 financial	 and	 intellectual	power,	but	 all	 of	 these	 things	depend	on	one	
thing	for	them	to	work	to	our	benefit.	Yes,	they	all	depend	on	our	hearts,	which	is	
our	control	tower.	The	Bible	makes	clear	what	is	in	our	hearts,	both	from	top	and	
bottom.	

Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	this	is	not	something	that	can	be	managed	by	an	annual	
checkup.	 Our	 gifts	 from	 God	 are	 to	 be	 managed	 through	 our	 weekly	 worship	
services,	Bible	Studies,	and	our	daily	spirit	filling	relationship	with	the	Lord.	Let	us	
pray.		

Translated	by	Makoto	Okura	and	edited	by	Shirah	Vogt	

				


