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“Cut	Off	The	Chain”	 	
	

We	have	been	focused	on	Noah	and	his	family.	They	had	lived	in	the	evil	world,	
but	they	were	saved	from	flood,	and	after	all	the	water	was	gone,	they	lived	on	
the	 land	and	Noah	made	a	vineyard.	One	day	he	was	drunk	badly	with	wine	
and	showed	his	naked	body.	Yes	the	story	is	like	this;	
	 	
20	Noah,	 a	 man	 of	 the	 soil,	 proceeded	to	 plant	 a	 vineyard.	21	When	 he	 drank	
some	of	 its	wine,	he	became	drunk	and	 lay	uncovered	 inside	his	 tent.	22	Ham,	
the	 father	 of	 Canaan,	 saw	 his	 father	 naked	and	 told	 his	 two	 brothers	
outside.	23	But	 Shem	 and	 Japheth	 took	 a	 garment	 and	 laid	 it	 across	 their	
shoulders;	then	they	walked	in	backward	and	covered	their	father’s	naked	body.	
Their	faces	were	turned	the	other	way	so	that	they	would	not	see	their	father	
naked	(Genesis	9:20-23)	
	
When	we	go	to	travel	and	come	back	to	our	house,	we	empty	our	luggage.	We	
put	 the	 bag	 upside	 down	 and	 tiny	 trash	 and	 dust	 falls	 from	 the	 bag.	 At	 the	
election	of	 the	national	 leader,	 the	candidates	try	to	 find	scandals,	which	are	
like	searching	for	dust.	They	do	not	fight	with	their	policies	but	their	scandals.	 	
	
We	have	seen	the	failure	of	Noah.	He	was	very	honest	to	God	but	he	also	failed.	
He	was	a	great	man	but	he	was	also	human,	and	the	Bible	does	not	hide	that	
and	 wrote	 in	 it.	 This	 failure	 caused	 another	 problem	 with	 influence	 that	
expanded	enormously.	 	 	 	 	
	
Noah’s	son	Ham	appealed	Noah’s	shame	to	his	brothers,	and	this	caused	the	
problem.	Ham	did	not	protect	his	 father	but	 laughed	at	him	and	made	him	a	
fool.	
	 	
24	When	Noah	awoke	from	his	wine	and	found	out	what	his	youngest	son	had	
done	 to	him,	25	he	said,	 “Cursed	be	Canaan!		The	 lowest	of	 slaves	will	he	 is	 to	
his	 brothers.”26	He	 also	 said,	 “Praise	 is	 to	 the	LORD,	 the	 God	 of	 Shem!	 May	
Canaan	 be	 the	 slave	of	 Shem.27	May	 God	 extends	 Japheth’s	territory;	 may	
Japheth	live	in	the	tents	of	Shem,	and	may	Canaan	be	the	slave	of	Japheth?”	
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When	Noah	awoke,	he	found	out	what	his	youngest	son	had	done	to	him.	We	
could	assume	that	Ham	did	not	only	appeal	but	also	he	had	done	something	to	
his	father.	The	Bible	scholars	indicated	that	Ham	sinned	to	his	naked	father.	 	
	 	
Because	of	this,	Noah	said	“Cursed	be	Canaan!	The	lowest	of	slaves	will	he	is	to	
his	brothers.”	Noah	mentioned	Ham’s	son,	Canaan	here.	The	Bible	also	wrote	
“Ham,	 the	 father	 of	 Canaan,	 saw	 his	 father	 naked”.	 Some	 commentary	 said	
Canaan	might	be	related	with	this	incident	with	Ham,	and	maybe	it	is	true,	and	
because	of	this,	the	incident	influenced	not	only	Ham	and	Canaan	but	it	affects	
all	their	offspring.	Genesis	10	mentioned	about	the	offspring	of	Ham	like	this.	
Because	these	verses	are	long,	please	read	the	verses	on	the	screen	along	with	
Japanese.	 	
	
6	The	sons	of	Ham:	Cush,	Egypt,	Put	and	Canaan.7	The	sons	of	
Cush:Seba,	Havilah,	Sabtah,	Raamah	and	Sabteka.The	sons	of	
Raamah:Sheba	and	Dedan.8	Cush	was	the	father	of	Nimrod,	who	became	a	
mighty	warrior	on	the	earth.	9	He	was	a	mighty	hunter	before	the	LORD;	that	is	
why	it	is	said,	“Like	Nimrod,	and	a	mighty	hunter	before	the	LORD.”	10	The	first	
centers	of	his	kingdom	were	Babylon,	Uruk,	Akkad	and	Kalneh,	in	Shinar.11	From	
that	land	he	went	to	Assyria,	where	he	built	Nineveh,	Rehoboth	Ir,	Calah	12	and	
Resen,	which	is	between	Nineveh	and	Calah—which	is	the	great	city.13	Egypt	
was	the	father	of	the	Ludites,	Anamites,	Lehabites,	aphtuhites,	14	Pathrusites,	
Kasluhites	(from	whom	the	Philistines	came)	and	Caphtorites.15	Canaan	was	the	
father	of	Sidon	his	firstborn,	and	of	the	
Hittites,	16	Jebusites,	Amorites,Girgashites,	17	Hivites,	Arkites,	
Sinites,	18	Arvadites,	Zemarites	and	Hamathites.	Later	the	Canaanite	clans	
scattered	19	and	the	borders	of	Canaan	reached	from	Sidon	toward	Gerar	as	far	
as	Gaza,	and	then	toward	Sodom,	Gomorrah,	Admah	and	Zeboyim,	as	far	as	
Lasha.20	These	are	the	sons	of	Ham	by	their	clans	and	languages,	in	their	
territories	and	nations.	
	
According	to	the	Genesis,	Cush	was	the	oldest	son	of	Ham,	and	Cush	was	the	
father	of	 Nimrod,	who	 became	 a	 mighty	 warrior	 on	 the	 earth,	 and	 he	 first	
centers	 of	 his	 kingdom	 were	 Babylon	 (which	 is	 Babel),	Uruk,	Akkad	 and	
Kalneh,	in	Shinar.	
	
One	 of	 Nimrod’s	 town	 was	 Babel,	 which	 means	 Nimrod	 himself	 might	 have	
began	the	construction	of	Babel.	His	territory	expanded,	and	he	attained	more	
power.	 	
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Moreover	in	Genesis	it	says,	old	enemy	of	Israel,	Philistines	came	from	the	son	
of	 Ham,	Mitlime	 (	Egypt	 in	 the	 English	 Bible),	 and	 the	 Canaanite	 clans	 were	
scattered	from	Ham’s	youngest	son,	Canaan.	
	
After	many	 years,	 Israel	 became	 slaves	 of	 Egypt	 for	 four	 hundred	 years,	 and	
Moses	escaped	from	Egypt	and	headed	to	God’s	promised	land,	Canaan,	which	
is	where	Ham’s	descendants	had	lived.	 	
	
As	Moses	and	the	Israelites	enter	Canaan,	The	LORD	said	to	Moses,	2	“Speak	to	
the	 Israelites	and	 say	 to	 them:	 ‘I	 am	 the	LORD	your	God.	3	You	must	not	do	as	
they	do	in	Egypt,	where	you	used	to	live,	and	you	must	not	do	as	they	do	in	the	
land	 of	 Canaan,	 where	 I	 am	 bringing	 you.	 Do	 not	 follow	 their	 practices	
(Leviticus	18)	
		
The	 land	of	Canaan	had	very	 rich	soil	and	 it	was	a	prosperous	 land.	Until	 the	
people	of	 Israel	arrived	there,	they	were	always	moving,	so	the	life	 in	Canaan	
gave	 them	 stable	 life	 style.	 They	 could	 save	 their	 crops	 and	 even	make	 their	
plans	for	the	future.	 	
	
But	 the	 crops	 face	 severe	 reality.	 The	 problems	were	 caused	 by	 climate	 and	
therefore	 they	 wished	 and	 prayed	 to	 their	 gods.	 They	 worship	 and	 pray	 for	
their	 god	of	harvest,	Baal.	 The	name	Baal	appeared	many	 times	 in	 the	Bible.	
The	prophet,	Elijah	fought	with	Baal.	The	Canaanite	had	the	festival	for	harvest	
and	they	got	drunk.	Because	Baal	is	the	god	of	fertility,	they	had	sexual	spree,	
and	that	became	incest,	and	there	were	many	shrines	and	male	prostitutes	in	
the	land.	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Canaan	was	 famous	for	big	grapes	 (We	know	Joshua	and	Caleb	took	back	big	
grapes	when	they	went	to	spy	in	the	land	of	Canaan).	The	grape	from	vineyard	
is	 the	 blessing	 of	 God,	 and	we	 can	 enjoy	 the	 wine	 from	 it.	 These	 are	 God’s	
blessings	to	us,	but	the	blessing	also	enhanced	the	sexual	corruption.	These	are	
also	blessings	of	God	like	He	said,	“Be	fruitful	and	 increase	 in	number;	fill	 the	
earth	and	 subdue	 it”,	 but	 when	 we	 break	 the	 rule,	 that	 destroys	 our	
relationship	 and	 our	 life.	 Historians	 prove	 that	 these	 sexual	 corruptions	
occurred	before	many	civilizations	and	kingdoms	perished.	 	
	
As	we	heard	about	this,	do	we	remember	the	incident,	yes	the	drunken	Noah	
and	his	 son,	Ham’s	 sin	 toward	his	 father.	 Their	 offspring	was	doing	 the	exact	
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same	things.	 	 	
	
The	 Bible	 also	 mentions	 the	 region	 of	 the	 people	 from	 Canaan.	 	19	and	 the	
borders	of	Canaan	 reached	 from	Sidon	toward	Gerar	as	 far	as	Gaza,	and	 then	
toward	 Sodom,	 Gomorrah,	 Admah	 and	 Zeboyim,	as	 far	 as	 Lasha.20	These	 are	
the	sons	of	Ham	by	their	clans	and	languages,	 in	their	territories	and	nations.	
Yes,	 they	 are	 the	 people	 of	 Sodom	 and	 Gomorrah,	 and	 these	 cities	 were	
destroyed	by	God.	
	
You	know	about	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.	When	God	spoke	to	Abraham,	he	left	
his	hometown	and	went	toward	the	place	God	led	him	to.	Abraham	was	with	
his	 nephew	 Roth	 and	 God	 blessed	 and	 increased	 both	 of	 their	 livestock	 so	
much,	 so	 that	 they	 could	 not	 live	 together	 in	 the	 same	 place.	 Therefore	
Abraham	 and	 Roth	 started	 living	 in	 different	 places.	 Roth	 chose	 to	 live	 in	
Sodom	and	Gomorrah	because	the	land	seems	to	have	very	rich	soil	with	water,	
but	the	people	of	that	 land	was	outrageous,	and	the	Bible	said	they	were	the	
people	of	Ham	and	Canaan.	

The	 town	had	 a	 tradition	when	 a	 traveler	 stays	 the	 night	 at	 that	 place,	man	
rapes	the	man	traveler.	The	Bible	said	Roth	offered	his	daughter	at	that	time	to	
avoid	that	rape,	and	also	the	Bible	recorded	that	Roth’s	two	daughters	made	
his	 father	 drunk,	 and	 had	 their	 fathers’	 children.	 This	 kind	 of	 unbelievable	
sexual	incest	and	corruption	had	taken	place	in	the	Canaanite	land.	 	

Do	 we	 remember	 the	 incident	 again?	 Yes	 drunken	 naked	 Noah	 and	 his	 son,	
Ham’s	deed	 to	his	 father.	Their	descendants	were	doing	exactly	 same	kind	of	
things,	but	Noah	mentioned	about	his	son,	Shem	and	Japheth	like	this.	 	
	
26	He	 also	 said,	 “Praise	 is	 to	 the	LORD,	 the	 God	 of	 Shem!	May	 Canaan	 be	 the	
slave	of	Shem.27	May	God	extends	 Japheth’s	territory;	may	 Japheth	 live	 in	 the	
tents	of	Shem,	and	may	Canaan	be	the	slave	of	Japheth.”	(Genesis	9:26-27)	

	
Noah’s	sons,	Shem	and	Japheth	were	blessed	and	the	descendants	of	Ham	will	
be	their	slave.	
	
The	father	of	Israel	was	Abraham,	but	according	to	Genesis	11,	Shem	becomes	
the	 ancestor	 of	 Abraham,	 and	 the	 prophecy	 was	 fulfilled	 at	 the	 time	 in	 the	
book	of	Kings	in	the	Bible.	Please	read	English	verse	on	the	screen	while	I	am	
reading	in	Japanese.	
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20	There	were	still	people	left	from	the	Amorites,	Hittites,	Perizzites,	Hivites	and	
Jebusites	(these	 peoples	 were	 not	 Israelites).	21	Solomon	 conscripted	 the	
descendants	of	 all	 these	 peoples	 remaining	 in	 the	 land—whom	 the	 Israelites	
could	 not	 exterminate[i]—to	 serve	 as	 slave	 labor,	as	 it	 is	 to	 this	 day.	22	But	
Solomon	 did	 not	 make	 slaves	of	 any	 of	 the	 Israelites;	 they	 were	 his	 fighting	
men,	his	government	officials,	his	officers,	his	captains,	and	the	commanders	of	
his	chariots	and	charioteers(1	Kings	9:20-22).	
	
All	these	people	who	were	not	Israelites	were	all	descendents	of	Ham.	 	

	
After	the	incident	happened	between	Noah	and	Ham,	the	history	proved	what	
Noah’s	 prediction	 was	 fullfilled,	 and	 we	 can	 think	 two	 reasons	 why	 that	
incident	 influenced	Ham’s	descendants.	First	of	all,	God	watched	the	 incident	
and	his	works	were	revealed.	As	Noah	said	God	blessed	Shem	and	Japheth,	but	
Ham	could	not	receive	God’s	blessing.	
	
You	may	also	think	this	way.	God	gives	us	freedom	of	our	will.	Therefore	we	can	
live	whatever	we	think	and	wish,	We	can	use	that	free	will	 to	be	a	good	man	
and	 also	 to	 be	 like	 a	 beast.	Our	world	 is	 in	God’s	 sovereign	 authority,	 so	 his	
blessing	will	be	poured	out	and	not	poured	out.	Our	human	history	is	created	
with	these	two	factors,	our	free	will	and	God’s	sovereign	authority.	 	 	 	
	 	
Ham	made	a	fool	of	his	father’s	failure	and	sinned	but	his	brothers	did	not	see	
his	 father’s	 acts	 and	 tried	 to	 hide.	 Therefore	 God’s	 blessings	 to	 them	 were	
poured	out	to	them.	 	
	
And	we	have	to	straighten	ourselves	with	the	 fact	 that	 the	heart	of	Ham	was	
taken	over	to	the	next	generation.	What	Ham	said	and	did	to	his	 father	must	
have	been	reflected	in	his	daily	attitudes	and	words,	which	affected	the	values	
of	 his	 children.	 These	 things	 were	 taken	 over	 one	 generation	 to	 other	
generation.	 	 	
	
His	descendants,	Nimrod	tried	to	reach	heaven	by	building	the	tower	of	Babel,	
his	descendants	sinful	deeds	at	Sodom	and	Gomorrah,	and	also	the	Canaanite’s	
and	their	corrupted	town,	these	are	all	from	Ham	and	these	must	have	begun	
with	the	moment	that	Ham	sinned	to	his	father,	Noah.	 	
	
What	Ham	did	to	his	father	is	not	an	accident,	but	that	is	his	character,	and	as	a	
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result,	 his	 descendants	 also	 pursued	 the	 same	 path.	 We	 are	 now	 to	 exam	
ourselves	because	if	we	shake	our	luggage	upside	down,	the	dust	will	also	fall	
from	our	bag.	
	
Have	 you	 ever	 seen	 your	 family	 tree?	 Some	 of	 you	 can	 trace	 a	 couple	 of	
hundred	years	in	your	family	tree.	I	believe	I	am	not	from	that	kind	of	notable	
family,	 so	 I	 only	 know	my	 grandparent’s	 name,	 but	 I	 do	 not	 know	 anything	
beyond	 my	 grandparent.	 But	 when	 I	 think	 about	 our	 ancestor	 I	 feel	 full	 of	
wonder	 because	 someone	 who	 was	 my	 ancestor	 had	 lived	 on	 this	 earth	 a	
thousand	years	or	 even	 two	 thousand	years	 ago.	My	ancestor	who	 lived	700	
years	ago	might	also	look	exactly	like	me.	 	 	
	
As	many	of	you	know,	my	father	is	Korean,	and	my	mother	is	Japanese.	I	have	
four	step	brothers	and	sister.	They	are	all	like	my	father’s	age	now.	When	I	was	
born	in	Seoul,	they	really	loved	me	like	their	son.	After	two	years	I	went	back	to	
Japan	and	I	visited	Seoul	when	I	was	five	years	old,	I	arrived	at	Kimpo	airport,	
they	found	me	and	they	hugged	me	so	strong	with	tears.	 	
	
I	met	them	only	a	few	times	 in	my	 life	and	now	they	are	retired.	Yes,	we	had	
lived	 different	 life	 in	 different	 language	 and	 culture,	 but	when	 I	 visited	 them	
about	 three	years	ago,	 I	was	 surprised	because	we	 look	 so	alike.	This	picture	
shows	clearly,	what	process	my	appearance	 is	 taking.	You	may	notice	 that	by	
seeing	my	brothers,	especially	their	foreheads,	I	am	pretty	sure	that	for	the	rest	
my	life,	I	will	be	shinning.	
	
And	this	is	not	only	my	appearance	but	also	sometimes,	I	find	in	my	mind	“Oh,	
this	 is	 not	 Japanese	 way	 of	 thinking”	 but	 “This	 is	 more	 like	 Korean	 way	 of	
thinking”.	This	surprised	me	because	99%	of	my	memory	and	experience	was	
made	 in	 Japan.	 There	 is	 no	 influence	 from	Korean	 culture,	 but	 interestingly	 I	
have	a	Korean	heart.	Yes,	this	comes	from	my	“blood”.	 	
	
Genesis	says,18	The	sons	of	Noah	who	came	out	of	the	ark	were	Shem,	Ham	and	
Japheth.	(Ham	 was	 the	 father	 of	 Canaan.)	19	These	 were	 the	 three	 sons	 of	
Noah,	and	 from	 them	 came	 the	 people	 who	 were	 scattered	 over	 the	 whole	
earth	(Genesis	9:18-19).	 	
	
Yes,	 the	 Bible	 said	 we	 all	 have	 inherited	 their	 blood,	 which	 means	 we	 have	
inherited	 their	 goodness	 and	 evil.	 Let	 us	 cherish	 the	 goodness	 but	 also	
remember	the	inheritance	of	sin.	Yes	the	sins	that	chained	Ham’s	descendants	
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into	exactly	how	Noah	and	Ham	had	lived.	We	do	not	wish	to	be	chained	with	
these	sins.	 	 	 	
	
We	would	 like	 to	 cut	 the	 sinful	 chain	 off.	 Yes,	 but	we	 cannot	 do	 that	 by	 our	
strength.	It	is	only	possible	by	the	cross	of	Jesus	Christ.	
	
It	 is	 for	 freedom	 that	 Christ	 has	 set	 us	 free.	Stand	 firm,	then,	 and	 do	 not	 let	
yourselves	be	burdened	again	by	a	yoke	of	slavery	(Galatians	5:1).	
	
This	does	not	mean	we	will	become	the	perfect	man.	It	does	not	mean	will	we	
not	 commit	 sins	anymore,	but	when	we	accept	 the	unconditional	 love	which	
was	 revealed	 on	 the	 cross	 of	 Jesus	 Christ,	 please	 remember,	 His	 grace	 will	
become	 abundant	 in	 our	 life.	 Even	 though	 we	 still	 have	 a	 lot	 of	 lacks	 and	
failures,	 when	 we	 know	 his	 grace	 upon	 us,	 it	 will	 change	 our	 thoughts	 and	
values,	and	change	our	life	day	by	day.	
	
The	grace	of	Jesus	will	replace	the	chains	of	sin,	and	likewise,	be	passed	down	
from	generation	to	generation.	The	inheritance	of	grace	will	not	be	 limited	to	
blood	relatives	but	those	around	us.	
	
Let	us	pray.	
	
Translated	by	Makoto	&	Kou	Okura	
	


