
March	26,	2017		“Solomon:	The	scene	from	the	top	of	the	mountain”	

 1 

“Solomon:	The	scene	from	the	top	of	the	mountain”	
	
	
There	 is	 a	 Professional	 Baseball	 coach	 in	 Japan	 named	 Sou	 Taguchi.	 He	 is	 the	
coach	 of	 the	 Orix	 Buffalo’s.	 He	 used	 to	 play	 in	 the	major	 league,	 and	 had	 two	
champion	 rings	 from	 his	 career.	 His	 wife	 is	 a	 Christian	 and	 he	 also	 became	 a	
Christian	while	in	the	US.	There	is	a	chaplain	in	every	American	professional	sports	
team.	He	talked	about	the	experience	of	a	Bible	study	he	had	with	his	team.	
	
One	day,	he	went	back	 to	his	house	after	 a	Bible	 Study,	 and	his	wife	 asked	him	
“What	did	you	learn	today?”	He	said	they	were	talking	about	raw	salmon.	Late	he	
found	 that	 he	mistook	King	 Solomon	 for	 King	 Salmon	 and	 law	 for	 raw.	 This	 is	 a	
true	story.			
	
There	is	a	Japanese	TV	program	called	“Solomon	Style”,	and	there	is	a	movie	that	
has	 the	 theme	 of	 “The	 treasure	 of	 Solomon”.	 King	 Solomon	 is	 known	 even	 in	
Japan.	He	is	famous	for	his	wisdom	and	wealth,	which	were	given	to	him	by	God	in	
the	bible.	
	
Solomon	was	a	 child	of	David	 and	Bathsheba,	 and	he	became	 the	 king	of	 Israel	
after	 David.	 God	 gave	 him	 amazing	wisdom	 and	 large	wealth	 that	 nobody	 ever	
had,	and	he	experimented	with	these	things.		
	
First	 he	 tried	 to	 find	 the	meaning	 of	 life,	 pursued	 satisfaction	 and	 explored	 the	
limits	 to	 pleasure.	 He	 used	 his	 fortune,	 wisdom	 and	 fame	 to	 find	 these	 things.	
Solomon’s	 wealth	 is	 not	 comparable	 to	 an	 average	 person	 going	 out	 to	 eat	
because	 of	 a	 leftover	 budget.	 Instead,	 he	 had	 inexhaustible	 wealth,	 which	 he	
could	 limitlessly	use	 to	attain	anything	 for	his	own	pleasure.	 In	 the	beginning	of	
Solomon’s	pursuit	of	satisfaction,	he	began	drinking	alcohol.			
	
I	 said	 to	 myself,	 “Come	 now,	 I	 will	 test	 you	 with	 pleasure	to	 find	 out	 what	 is	
good.”	But	 that	also	proved	 to	be	meaningless.	2	“Laughter,”	I	 said,	 “is	madness.	
And	 what	 does	 pleasure	 accomplish?”	3	I	 tried	 cheering	 myself	 with	 wine,	and	
embracing	folly—my	mind	still	guiding	me	with	wisdom.	I	wanted	to	see	what	was	
good	 for	 people	 to	 do	 under	 the	 heavens	 during	 the	 few	 days	 of	 their	 lives	
(Ecclesiastes	2:1-11).	
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I	 can	 imagine	 that	 Solomon’s	 daily	 life	was	quite	busy.	He	had	negotiations	 and	
incidents	he	dealt	with	in	order	to	rule	Israel.	Amidst	the	busyness,	Solomon	seeks	
alcohol	to	find	comfort	and	relaxation.	
	
The	Bible	does	not	prohibit	drinking	alcohol.	Alcohol	at	that	time	refers	to	wine,	
and	we	know	Jesus’	 first	miracle	was	at	 the	wedding	party	 in	Cana.	He	changed	
the	water	to	wine	at	the	wedding.	Jesus	did	not	allow	the	wine	to	disappear	from	
the	party.	Sometime	people	think	that	a	Christian	has	to	become	abstemious	and	
give	up	joy	and	pleasure,	but	to	be	a	Christian	is	to	find	joy	and	pleasure	that	we	
have	never	even	imagined	before.	
		
Jesus	 shared	 wine	 at	 his	 last	 supper	 with	 his	 disciples.	 The	 Apostle	 Paul	
recommended	 Timothy	 to	 drink	 wine	 for	 his	 health.	 These	 are	 positive	 things	
about	alcohol	but	the	Bible	also	mentions	about	the	troubles	caused	by	drinking.		
	
Do	 you	 know	where	 the	 Bible	 first	mentions	 alcohol?	 It	 is	 in	 Genesis	 9,	 where	
Noah	gets	drunk	and	sleeps	naked,	and	his	son	mocks	and	disrespects	him.	When	
Noah	wakes	up	and	 is	 sober	again,	he	curses	his	 son.	We	know	the	Bible	writes	
about	Noah	like	this,	“Noah	was	a	righteous	man,	blameless	among	the	people	
of	 his	 time,	 and	 he	 walked	 faithfully	 with	 God”	 (Genesis	 6:9).	 But	 the	 wine	
changed	 influenced	 in	 him	 a	 disgraceful	 behavior	 and	 that	 affected	 his	 faith	 to	
God.	

Also,	Leviticus	warned	us	by	saying	like	this;	

8	 Then	 the	 LORD	 said	 to	 Aaron,	 9	 “You	 and	 your	 sons	 are	 not	 to	 drink	wine	 or	
other	fermented	drink	whenever	you	go	into	the	tent	of	meeting,	or	you	will	die.	
This	 is	 a	 lasting	 ordinance	 for	 the	 generations	 to	 come,	 10	 so	 that	 you	 can	
distinguish	 between	 the	 holy	 and	 the	 common,	 between	 the	 unclean	 and	 the	
clean,	11	and	so	you	can	teach	the	Israelites	all	the	decrees	the	LORD	have	given	
them	through	Moses.”	(Leviticus	10:8-11)	

Aaron	 is	 a	 priest	 who	 does	 God’s	 works.	 To	 Aaron,	 God	 says	 to	 not	 drink	
whenever	he	goes	 into	the	tent	of	meeting,	 for	 if	he	does,	he	will	die.	God	says	
this	because	 to	enter	 the	 tent	means	to	stand	before	 the	presence	of	God,	and	
Aaron	must	be	able	to	distinguish	between	holy	and	wrong	things.	If	he	was	drunk,	
his	ability	will	diminish	and	he	may	lose	his	life	for	his	mistake.						
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We	are	learning	from	the	book	of	Esther	at	our	weekday	Bible	study.	The	king	of	
Persia,	 Ahasuerus	 is	 in	 that	 book.	 He	 always	 had	 parties	 and	 drank.	 The	 book	
mentions	 much	 of	 what	 he	 said	 and	 thought	 as	 he	 was	 drinking.	 From	 this	
stemmed	many	problems,	and	almost	even	leads	to	the	extinction	of	the	Jews.	

We	also	 find	an	 important	part	 in	Paul’s	words	 to	Timothy.	 “Stop	drinking	only	
water,	 and	 use	 a	 little	 wine	 because	 of	 your	 stomach	 and	 your	 frequent	
illnesses.”	(1	Timothy	5:23).	Paul	said	“A	Little	Wine”	here.	Namely,	the	reason	to	
drink	is	just	for	Timothy’s	health,	and	not	for	his	frustration.   	

The	red	wine	represents	the	blood	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	wine	reminds	us	about	the	
most	 important	truth	about	Christ	but	the	same	wine	also	 leads	us	 into	trouble.	
As	Paul	mentioned,	we	are	told	that	wine	is	good	for	our	health,	but	it	also	causes	
trouble	if	we	do	not	drink	with	consideration.		 	

All	 of	 these	people	 in	 the	Bible	 lost	 their	 ability	 to	 control	 and	 reason	with	 the	
power	of	alcohol,	and	brought	problems	upon	 themselves.	We	must	keep	 these	
things	in	our	mind.		 	
	
So	then,	how	do	we	face	alcohol?	There	was	an	incident	where	enemies	invaded	
and	 took	 family	and	people	while	King	David	was	out	of	 town.	At	 that	 time	 the	
people	 held	David	 responsible	 and	 tried	 to	 kill	 him.	 In	 such	 a	 difficult	 situation,	
how	did	he	strengthen	himself?				

First	 Samuel	30:	 6	mentioned	 the	 story	 like	 this;	 6	 David	was	 greatly	 distressed	
because	 the	 men	 were	 talking	 of	 stoning	 him;	 each	 one	 was	 bitter	 in	 spirit	
because	 of	 his	 sons	 and	 daughters.	 But	 David	 found	 strength	 in	 the	 LORD	 his	
God.	Solomon	was	the	son	of	David,	but	he	did	not	inherit	his	father’s	faith	in	the	
Lord	and	he	tried	to	strength	himself	through	wine.		

Alcohol	 relieves	our	 stress	 for	a	while	but	when	we	become	sober,	 the	 stressful	
situation	is	still	in	front	of	us.	Solomon	must	have	experienced	this	time	and	time	
again	after	every	cup	he	drank.	What	then,	are	we	to	do?		
	
Let	 us	 not	 rely	 on	 alcohol,	 but	 let	 us	 receive	 cheer	 and	 strength	 from	 the	 Lord.	
Ephesians	5:18	and	19	encourages	us.		18	Do	not	get	drunk	on	wine,	which	leads	
to	debauchery.	Instead,	be	filled	with	the	Spirit,	19	speaking	to	one	another	with	
psalms,	hymns,	and	songs	from	the	Spirit.	Sing	and	make	music	from	your	heart	
to	the	Lord,	
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The	words	of	Paul	will	be	the	best	standard	for	us	to	make	a	judgment	on	drinking.	
	
So	whether	you	eat	or	drink	or	whatever	you	do,	do	it	all	for	the	glory	of	God.	
		
Another	 place	 Solomon	 seeked	 pleasure	 was	 in	 business.	 He	 was	 an	 excellent	
entrepreneur	and	found	purpose	in	his	life	through	his	business.	
	
4	I	undertook	great	projects:	I	built	houses	for	myself	and	planted	vineyards.	5	I	
made	gardens	and	parks	and	planted	all	 kinds	of	 fruit	 trees	 in	 them.	 6	 I	made	
reservoirs	to	water	groves	of	flourishing	trees.	7	I	bought	male	and	female	slaves	
and	had	other	slaves	who	were	born	in	my	house.	I	also	owned	more	herds	and	
flocks	 than	 anyone	 in	 Jerusalem	 before	 me.	 8	I	 amassed	 silver	 and	 gold	for	
myself,	 and	 the	 treasure	 of	 kings	 and	 provinces.	I	 acquired	 male	 and	 female	
singers,	and	a	harem[a]as	well—the	delights	of	a	man’s	heart.		

	
What	 was	 Solomon’s	 business?	 	 Solomon’s	 biggest	 business	 was	 trading	 with	
foreign	countries.		Trading	overseas	is	common	in	these	days	but	at	that	age,	the	
trade	he	had	done	was	extraordinary.	God	gave	Solomon	the	talent	of	business.	
	
	
And	 from	 his	 big	 profit,	 he	 built	 his	 own	 house.	 He	made	 a	 vineyard.	Wealthy	
people	now	may	keep	their	wine	in	their	own	personal	wine	cellar,	but	Solomon	
made	his	own	wine.	He	made	a	yard	with	an	irrigation	system	and	made	the	pond	
and	 planted	 the	 trees.	 He	 owned	more	 slaves,	 cows,	 sheep	 and	 treasures	 than	
anyone	in	Jerusalem	before	him.						
		
God	gives	us	gifts.	Therefore,	all	those	who	are	given	a	talent,	should	do	their	best	
for	 their	companies	and	business’s	and	when	the	business	 is	blessed	and	grows,	
we	also	have	to	keep	in	mind	what	and	who	the	business	is	for?	
	
Because	when	we	read	the	verses	from	4	to	7,	we	find	Solomon	mentions	“I”	six	
times,	 and	 in	 verse	 4	 he	 said	 “I	 built	 houses	 for	 myself”,	 and	 verse	 7	 said	 “I	
owned	more	herds	and	flocks	than	anyone	in	Jerusalem	before	me”.	According	
to	his	words,	his	business	was	for	himself.	
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In	the	1980’s,	the	President	and	CEO	of	Chrysler,	Lee	Iacocca	was	very	popular.	His	
autobiography	sold	very	well	but	he	mentioned	in	the	book,	“I	am	now	spending	
the	 late	 days	 in	 my	 life,	 and	 I	 am	 still	 searching	 for	 the	 meaning	 of	 life.	 Even	
though,	I	gain	fame	and	wealth,	these	are	just	like	seeds	of	birds”.	If	the	fame	and	
wealth	are	just	only	for	yourself,	surely	that	is	like	seed	of	birds,	but	if	we	work	for	
His	glory;	it	will	be	worthwhile	for	us.	
	
The	 third	 thing	 Solomon	 chased	 was	 also	 a	 struggle	 by	 David,	 and	 that	 is	 the	
relationship	between	man	and	woman.			
	
I	acquired	male	and	female	singers,	and	a	harem	as	well—the	delights	of	a	man’s	
heart.	9	I	became	greater	by	far	than	anyone	in	Jerusalem	before	me.	In	all	this	my	
wisdom	stayed	with	me.10	I	denied	myself	nothing	my	eyes	desired;	I	refused	my	
heart	no	pleasure.	My	heart	took	delight	in	all	my	labor,	and	this	was	the	reward	
for	all	my	toil.11	Yet	when	I	surveyed	all	that	my	hands	had	done					and	what	I	had	
toiled	to	achieve,	everything	was	meaningless,	a	chasing	after	the	wind;	nothing	
was	gained	under	the	sun.	

Solomon	had	thousands	of	wives	and	mistress.	Solomon’s	relationships	with	these	
women	eventually	lead	Israel	into	ruin.	As	we	think	about	his	father,	David,	he	also	
had	the	trouble	with	the	desires	of	the	flesh.	In	the	first	place,	Solomon	was	born	
between	 David	 and	 his	 subordinate’s	 wife,	 Bathsheba.The	 adultery	 casted	 a	
shadow	on	his	life	and	the	nation	of	Israel.		

There	is	also	a	man	named	Samson	in	the	Bible.	God	gave	him	superhuman	power.	
Nobody	 could	 stop	 him,	 but	 he	 was	 weak	 to	 his	 mistress,	 Delilah.	 He	 knew	 of	
Delilah’s	deceptions,	but	he	could	rid	his	relationship	with	her	and	as	a	result	he	
lost	both	of	his	eyes.		Man	always	repeat	the	same	things	in	any	age.	
	
Solomon	was	an	incomparably	wise	man.	In	his	beginning,	he	obeyed	God	like	his	
father	David,	but	as	he	grew	in	his	fame	and	wealth,	his	spirituality	declined.	One	
of	the	biggest	reasons	was	the	thousands	of	women	he	was	engaged	to.	Many	of	
these	women	were	taken	from	foreign	countries	and	they	were	pagan.			
	
First	King	11;	1-6	mentions	about	the	relationship	of	Solomon	and	these	women.	1	
King	Solomon,	however,	loved	many	foreign	women	besides	Pharaoh’s	daughter—
Moabites,	Ammonites,	Edomites,	Sidonians	and	Hittites.	2	They	were	from	nations	
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about	which	the	LORD	had	told	the	Israelites,	“You	must	not	intermarry	with	them,	
because	they	will	surely	turn	your	hearts	after	their	gods.”		
	
Nonetheless,	Solomon	held	fast	to	them	in	love.	3	He	had	seven	hundred	wives	of	
royal	 birth	 and	 three	 hundred	 concubines,	 and	 his	 wives	 led	 him	 astray.	 4	 as	
Solomon	grew	old,	his	wives	turned	his	heart	after	other	gods,	and	his	heart	was	
not	fully	devoted	to	the	LORD	his	God,	as	the	heart	of	David	his	father	had	been.	5	
He	followed	Ashtoreth	the	goddess	of	the	Sidonians	and	Molek	the	detestable	god	
of	the	Ammonites.	6	So	Solomon	did	evil	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD;	he	did	not	follow	
the	LORD	completely,	as	David	his	father	had	done.	
	
Solomon	 accepted	 and	 allowed	 these	 women	 to	 worship	 their	 gods,	 and	 that	
caused	 Israel	 to	 split	 into	 two	 countries,	 one	 is	 Kingdom	 of	 Judah	 governed	 by	
Solomon’s	 son,	Rehoboam	and	Kingdom	of	 Israel	 reigned	by	also	Solomon’s	 son	
Jeroboam,	 and	 both	 Kingdoms	 are	 finally	 destroyed	 by	 Babylon	 and	 Assyria.	 	
	
Solomon	 wrote	 the	 Proverbs	 and	 the	 words	 reveal	 the	 lesson	 from	 his	 bitter	
experience.	Do	 not	 spend	 your	 strength	 on	women,	 your	 vigor	 on	 those	who	
ruin	kings	(Proverbs	31:3).		

Galatians	5:16,17	said	16	So	I	say,	walk	by	the	Spirit,	and	you	will	not	gratify	the	
desires	of	the	flesh.	17	For	the	flesh	desires	what	is	contrary	to	the	Spirit	and	the	
Spirit	what	is	contrary	to	the	flesh.	They	are	in	conflict	with	each	other,	so	that	
you	are	not	to	do	whatever	you	want.		

The	 issue	 of	 man	 and	 woman	 is	 our	 own	 desire	 and	 it	 is	 so	 powerful	 than	 it	
overcomes	our	own	reason	and	intelligence.	The	book	of	Galatians	said	have	the	
desires	 of	 flesh	 and	 Spirit,	 and	 these	 are	 against	 each	 other,	 the	 conflict	 is	 so	
strong	 and	 sometime	we	 cannot	do	what	we	want	 to	do.	 Therefore,	we	do	not	
rely	 on	 ourselves	 and	 walk	 with	 Spirit.	 It	 was	 not	 saying	 to	 be	 careful	 your	
surroundings	and	walk	strongly	as	possible	as	you	can	but	walk	with	Holy	Spirit.		

Therefore	11	yet	when	I	surveyed	all	that	my	hands	had	done	and	what	I	had	toiled	
to	 achieve,	 everything	was	meaningless,	 a	 chasing	 after	 the	wind;	 nothing	was	
gained	under	the	sun.		

Solomon	pursed	pleasure,	wealth,	and	women.	He	was	a	man	who	stood	at	 the	
very	top	of	these	three	things.	He	thought	he	will	be	satisfied	by	standing	at	the	
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top,	but	what	he	saw	from	that	place	 is	not	what	he	expected.	What	did	he	see	
there?	First	of	all,	he	 looked	back	at	his	past.	He	said	“I	 surveyed	all	 that	hands	
had	done	and	what	I	had	toiled	to	achieve”.	He	knew	no	one	ever	pursed	pleasure,	
wealth	and	woman	like	him	before,	and	he	looked	around	at	the	top	of	what	he	
accomplished.	He	found	“Everything	was	meaningless,	a	chasing	after	the	wind”.	
He	just	experienced	emptiness	at	the	top	of	the	mountain.						
	
Many	 of	 us	 also	 try	 to	 reach	 the	 mountain	 peak.	 This	 is	 our	 dream	 and	 hope	
because	we	have	not	reached	it	yet,	but	we	have	to	know.	We	have	to	listen	to	the	
words	of	 the	person	who	already	 reached	and	stood	at	 the	mountain	 top.	 If	we	
get	 insight	 from	that	we	can	 still	 change	our	 life	plan.	 It	 is	not	 too	 late.	We	can	
start	walking	a	new	route	in	our	life.				

Grapes	were	given	to	us	by	God,	and	the	wisdom	to	make	wine	was	also	given	to	
us	by	God.	Wine	brings	joy	and	good	health.	It	is	God	willing	for	us	to	work	hard	
with	an	honest	heart.	We	will	be	blessed	by	what	we	have	done.	 It	 is	also	God’s	
will	 for	 the	man	 and	woman	 to	 become	 one	 body	 like	 Genesis	 said.	 These	will	
become	our	blessing	and	 joy	 if	we	use	 it	 in	a	proper	way	before	God.	These	are	
God’s	blessing,	but	if	we	do	not	use	it	in	a	proper	way,	these	will	become	troubles	
to	us.	Solomon	experimented	all	he	could	and	found	everything	to	be	empty.			

This	 morning,	 let	 us	 find	 wisdom	 through	 what	 Solomon	 learned.	May	 we	 use	
God’s	blessing	as	he	wishes.	God	gives	these	for	His	blessing	to	us.	Let	us	be	filled	
with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	walk	with	that	Holy	Spirit,	and	may	we	live	for	the	most	
valuable	things	in	our	life.	Let	us	pray.	
	
Translated	by	Makoto	&	Kou	Okura	


