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	“Behold	the	man”	
Genesis	8:1-22	

	

We	 have	 learned	 that	 God	 created	 the	 first	 man,	 Adam,	 and	 then	 Eve.	 These	 two	
formed	the	first	couple.	However,	they	ate	the	forbidden	fruits	and	were	expelled	from	
the	garden.	Their	 first	 son	Cain	kills	his	brother	Abel	and	was	 forced	 to	 live	a	 life	of	a	
fugitive.	 Human	 being	multiplied	 across	 the	 earth.	 However,	 Genesis	 6:11	 says	 “Now	
the	earth	was	corrupt	in	God’s	sight	and	was	full	of	violence.”Observing	this,	God	came	
to	one	decision.	
	
5	The	LORD	saw	how	great	the	wickedness	of	the	human	race	had	become	on	the	earth,	
and	 that	 every	 inclination	 of	 the	 thoughts	 of	 the	 human	heart	was	 only	 evil	 all	 the	
time.	6	The	LORD	regretted	that	he	had	made	human	beings	on	the	earth,	and	his	heart	
was	 deeply	 troubled.7	So	 the	 LORD	 said,	 “I	 will	 wipe	 from	 the	 face	 of	 the	 earth	 the	
human	race	 I	have	created—and	with	them	the	animals,	the	birds	and	the	creatures	
that	move	along	the	ground—for	 I	 regret	that	 I	have	made	them.”	8	But	Noah	found	
favor	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD.	9	This	is	the	account	of	Noah	and	his	family.	Noah	was	a	
righteous	man,	blameless	among	the	people	of	his	time,	and	he	walked	faithfully	with	
God.	(Genesis	6:5-9)	
	
Yes,	God	decided	to	push	the	reset	button	with	the	great	flood.	God	blesses	Noah	and	
his	family,	sparing	them	from	the	annihilation	by	instructing	them	to	build	an	ark.	Noah	
and	his	family	built	the	ark	and	escaped	the	devastation	of	the	flood	and	started	a	new	
life.	 But,	 Noah	 got	 drunk	 from	 the	 wine	 they	 have	 harvested	 and	 behaved	
inappropriately.	Thus,	his	son	and	descendants	lost	the	blessing	of	th	Lord.	
	
When	heaven	and	earth	was	created,	there	was	an	order	in	the	natural	environment.	By	
order,	I	mean	that	our	world	did	not	come	into	existance	by	chance,	and	everything	in	
our	nature	have	special	relationship	to	each	other,	and	that	all	of	this	was	created	with	
intelligent	purpose	and	meaning.	When	we	watch	documentary	videos	of	the	universe,	
space,	and	nature	surrounding	us,	we	are	amazed	and	 impressed	with	the	beauty	and	
mystery.	 But,	 what	 we	 are	 truly	 amazed	 is	 the	 order	 behind	 all	 this	 that	 God	 had	
planned	and	created.	This	order	maintains	our	universe	and	 the	natural	environment.	
But,	lately	we	hear	that	the	orderly	nature	is	being	threatened.	Outer	space	is	filled	with	
man-made	 debris.	 We	 see	 natural	 disasters	 happening	 more	 frequently.	 Air	 and	 our	
oceans	are	polluted.	We	are	 losing	so	much	forest	at	an	alarming	rate.	And	the	major	
cause	of	these	problems	is	us,	human.	
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We	used	to	have	order	not	only	in	the	outer	space	and	natural	environtments	but	also	in	
the	relationship	between	people.	Until	Adam	and	Eve	picked	the	forbidden	fruits,	there	
was	an	order.	But,	that	order	was	lost	ever	since.	We	can	say	that	by	“order”	we	mean	
the	way	a	man	should	be.	The	Bible	is	a	book	that	shows	us	how	a	man	should	be.	But	
we	have	neglected	the	words	of	the	Bible	for	too	long.	This	neglect	has	caused	chaos	in	
our	human	relationships.	
	
The	book	of	Genesis	says:	”Now	the	earth	was	corrupt	 in	God’s	sight	and	was	 full	of	
violence.”	(Genesis	6:11)	and		”The	LORD	saw	how	great	the	wickedness	of	the	human	
race	 had	 become	 on	 the	 earth,	 and	 that	 every	 inclination	 of	 the	 thoughts	 of	 the	
human	heart	was	only	evil	all	the	time.”		This	says	that	men	have	destroyed	the	order	
that	existed	in	human	relationship.	
	
Next	week,	we	have	an	 important	election	 in	 this	country.	The	days	 leading	up	 to	 the	
election	were	supposed	to	be	an	important	chance	for	us	to	contemporate	and	discuss	
the	 status	 and	 the	 future	 of	 our	 nation.	 This	 was	 supposed	 to	 be	 a	 chance	 to	 study	
visions	 and	 policies	 presented	 to	 us	 by	 candidates	 so	 that	 we	 can	 cast	 our	 votes	
intelligently.	Unfortunately,	this	election	season	has	been	overtaken	by	too	many	topics	
that	distracted	us	from	the	important	issues.	
	
In	an	early	human	history,	leaders	used	to	be	the	ones	with	phycial	power	and	they	used	
that	power	to	rule	over	people.	Later,	that	power	took	on	forms	of	financial	power	and	
military	power.	Today,	our	country	 is	 ruled	by	a	democracy.	Every	citizen	 is	given	one	
vote	and	the	leader	is	elected	by	votes.	We	have	undergone	many	attempts	to	improve	
the	election	system	and	the	laws	for	that.	But,	sadly,	the	current	election	seems	to	have	
lost	 that	original	 spirit	 and	have	gone	astray.	Many	of	us	 criticize	 the	 two	candidates.	
But	we	have	voted	them	into	candidacy.	We	must	take	some	blame.	It	is	sad	that	what	
we	 are	 observing	 is	 not	 an	 event	 that	 took	 place	 at	 the	 infantcy	 of	 our	 democratic	
system	but	is	the	result	of	our	proud	and	long	histry.	What	has	happened	to	us?	Where	
do	we	stand?	
	
When	we	look	around,	we	see	situations	where	our	wealth	and	life	are	not	safe.		Many	
people	are	on	wanted	list	and	we	see	their	faces	on	TV	and	posters.	Our	 jail	system	is	
overcrowded	 and	 filled	 to	 its	 limit.	 These	 people	 in	 the	 jail	 have	 been	 arrested	 and	
judged	and	are	serving	their	sentences.	
	
Their	behaviors	have	violated	the	 letters	of	the	 law.	But,	there	are	many	other	people	
who	had	violated	the	human	decency	and	done	damage	to	hearts	of	the	people,	and	yet	
are	not	caught	and	sentenced.	These	people	did	not	violate	the	letters	of	the	law.	But	
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what	is	the	difference	between	those	people	behind	the	iron	bars	and	people	outside?	
We	must	 take	a	 careful	 look	at	ourselves	and	consider	what	we	are	and	what	we	are	
doing	to	others	around	us.	
	
I	 love	 watching	 movies.	 Perhaps	 because	 I	 am	 a	 mister,	 I	 prefer	 movies	 on	 human	
dramas	rather	than	science	fiction	or	fantasy	movies.	There	are	wide	variety	of	movies.	
And	there	are	some	 I	would	not	want	 to	watch.	One	of	such	movies	 is	a	movie	called	
“Purge”that	was	 released	 a	 few	 years	 ago.	 The	 reason	why	 I	 do	 not	want	 to	 see	 this	
movie	 is	 that	 I	 can	 imagine	 the	 terrible	 scenes	 from	 that	 movie.	 I	 think	 the	 movie	
contains	scenes	of	extreme	violence	which	I	do	not	want	to	see.	
	
But,	you	might	ask,	why	do	 I	 think	that	way	when	I	have	not	seen	the	movie	yet.	This	
movie	is	about	America	after	the	collapse	of	its	economy.	And	this	America	passes	a	law	
that	allows	all	crimes	one	night	of	each	year.	On	that	night,	 from	7	p.m.	to	7	a.m.	the	
following	 day,	 all	 police	 stations,	 fire	 stations,	 and	 hospitals	 ceases	 to	 operate.	 For	 a	
period	 of	 12	 hours,	 the	 law	 is	 abandoned	 in	 this	 country.	 It	 is	 easy	 to	 imagine	what	
would	take	place	during	that	12-hour	period	when	all	crimes	are	legalized	and	law-less	
society	is	unleashed.		
	
It	is	truly	frightening	to	just	imagine	such	a	night	when	all	crimes	are	considered	legal.	It	
is	a	great	blessing	that	we	live	in	a	law-abiding	nation	with	a	legal	system,	where	bribes	
are	 not	 openly	 accepted.	 (Although	 bribes	 are	 still	 very	 common	 in	many	 countries.)	
When	there	is	no	law	and	no	law-enforcement	system,	we	can	go	right	back	to	the	days	
of	Noah.	That	is	our	human	nature.	We	are	easily	tempted	to	break	the	law.	That	is	our	
human	nature	unfortunately.	But,	our	legal	system	is	holding	us	together.		
	
This	map	 I	am	showing	shows	the	crimes	committeds	around	San	Diego	 in	recent	one	
week.	It	shows	that	some	vandalized	cars,	some	worked	robbery,	and	some	broke	into	
house,	and	even	some	murders	took	place.	This	map	shows	what	happens	around	us,	in	
a	law-abiding	nation	of	USA.	Imagine	what	happens	to	this	map	when	we	have	no	laws	
and	crimes	are	 legalized.	 I	 am	sure	 this	map	would	be	overwhelmed	with	all	 types	of	
crimes.	
	
Such	 law-less	world	was	 seen	 in	 the	world	 just	 before	 the	 great	 flood.	 You	 can	easily	
imagine	that	”the	earth	was	corrupt	in	God’s	sight	and	was	full	of	violence.”	(Genesis	
6:11)	 and	 	 ”the	wickedness	 of	 the	 human	 race	 had	 filled	 the	 earth,	 and	 that	 every	
inclination	of	the	thoughts	of	the	human	heart	was	only	evil	all	the	time.”		God	cleans	
up	the	world	and	the	world	had	a	fresh	start.	But,	before	long,	the	earth	encounters	a	
problem	of	“Tower	of	Babel”	
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It	is	described	this	way:	
	
Now	 the	whole	world	 had	 one	 language	 and	 a	 common	 speech.	 2	As	 people	moved	
eastward,	 they	 found	 a	 plain	 in	 Shinar	 and	 settled	 there.	 3	They	 said	 to	 each	 other,	
“Come,	let’s	make	bricks	and	bake	them	thoroughly.”	They	used	brick	instead	of	stone,	
and	tar	for	mortar.	4	Then	they	said,	“Come,	let	us	build	ourselves	a	city,	with	a	tower	
that	reaches	to	the	heavens,	so	that	we	may	make	a	name	for	ourselves;	otherwise	we	
will	be	scattered	over	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.”	5	But	the	LORD	came	down	to	see	
the	 city	 and	 the	 tower	 the	 people	were	 building.	 6	The	 LORD	 said,	 “If	 as	 one	 people	
speaking	the	same	language	they	have	begun	to	do	this,	then	nothing	they	plan	to	do	
will	be	impossible	for	them.	7	Come,	let	us	go	down	and	confuse	their	language	so	they	
will	not	understand	each	other.”	8	So	the	LORD	scattered	them	from	there	over	all	the	
earth,	and	they	stopped	building	the	city.	 9	That	 is	why	 it	was	called	Babel—because	
there	 the	 LORD	 confused	 the	 language	 of	 the	 whole	 world.	 From	 there	 the	 LORD	
scattered	them	over	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.	(Genesis	11:1-9)	
	
The	world	 is	 filled	with	many	 languages	today.	But,	 long	time	ago,	there	was	only	one	
common	language.	So,	what	did	these	people	with	one	same	language	try	to	do?	They	
decided	to	bake	bricks,	build	the	town	and	the	tower	reaching	up	to	the	heaven.	They	
wanted	to	make	name.	God	said	that	these	people	speaking	one	language	have	already	
begun	doing	these	things.	
	
The	human	race	was	given	a	fresh	start	after	the	great	flood	of	Noah.	Noah	lived	right.	
He	tried	to	live	a	faithful	life	in	front	of	God.	He	was	not	perfect.	But	he	and	his	family	
represented	a	hope	for	all	mankind.	But,	as	I	discussed	last	week,	the	sons	of	Noah	had	
a	dark	side.	And	their	descendents	tried	to	build	this	Tower	of	Babel.		
	
God	 said	 these	 people	 had	 already	 begun	 doing	 things.	 This	 is	 a	 very	 meaningful	
observation.	God	seems	 to	have	known	 that	 sooner	or	 later	 these	people	would	 start	
doing	these	things.	God	had	known	that	it	was	in	the	human	nature	that	they	wanted	to	
be	 like	God	 just	 like	Adam,	and	would	 someday	start	behaving	 like	 that.	God	said	 the	
things	have	already	started.	
	
As	is	written	here,	the	languages	were	scrambled	and	people	were	scattered	to	corners	
of	 the	 world.	 People	 speaking	 the	 same	 language	 formed	 a	 community	 and	 lived	
together.	 These	 communities	 grew	 eventually	 to	 various	 countries	 of	 the	 world.	 Our	
ancesters	are	one	of	them.	
	
God	 told	 Noah:	 ”Never	 again	 will	 I	 destroy	 all	 living	 creatures,	 as	 I	 have	 done.”	
(Genesis	 8:21)	 God	 kept	 this	 promise.	 Although	 God	 did	 not	 destroy	 people,	 the	
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languages	 were	 no	 longer	 common.	 Because	 of	 that,	 it	 became	 difficult	 to	 work	
together.	At	the	same	time,	it	became	more	difficult	for	people,	even	speaking	the	same	
language,	 to	 communicate,	understand,	 and	work	 together.	 This	has	been	our	human	
history.	
	
It	is	very	difficult	for	people	speaking	different	language	to	understand	each	other.	But,	
that	 difficulty	 is	 not	 limited	 to	 different	 languages.	 Even	 people	 speaking	 the	 same	
language	have	hard	 time	communicating.	 I	 think	you	agree	with	 this	observation.	 Just	
because	two	people	speak	the	same	Japanese	language,	it	does	not	guarantee	that	their	
communication	is	easy.	
	
We	have	been	reviewing	our	human	history	this	morning.	What	then	do	we	need	to	go	
forward	from	here?	What	lawless	society	needs	is	a	law	and	rules.		The	time	of	Noah’s	
flood	and	the	tower	of	Babel	were	without	any	rules.	
	
Human	nature	is	to	do	whatever	instinct	dictates.	That	is	why	we	need	a	law	that	guide	
us	to	more	orderly	society.	For	this	reason,	after	the	Genesis	and	when	the	time	of	the	
Exodus	came,	God	gave	us	the	Ten	Commandments	through	Moses.	Our	human	order	
could	have	been	maintained	if	people	had	stayed	within	the	law.	God	had	selected	the	
people	of	Israel,	the	Jewish	people,	to	represent	all	of	the	human	race	as	ones	to	follow	
the	 law.	The	key	question	was	 “if	people	had	 stayed	within	 the	 law.”	However,	 these	
selected	people	could	not	stay	within	the	law	and	violated	the	law.	That	was	the	history	
recorded	in	the	Old	Testament.	The	Old	Testament	described	the	Jewish	people	having	
failed	to	obey	the	law	miserably.	But	this	failure	of	the	Jewish	people	was	not	unique	to	
the	Jewish	people.	There	is	no	other	nation	on	this	earth	that	can	meet	the	requirement	
of	the	law.This	has	always	been	the	human	problem.	
	
And	400	years	after	 that,	about	2000	years	ago,	one	man	stood	 in	 front	of	Pilate,	 the	
Roman	governor.	This	Pilate	had	been	sent	from	Rome	to	rule	over	Jerusalem.	He	was	
not	religious	and	did	not	have	any	 interest	 in	 the	God	of	 the	Bible.	 John	has	recorded	
the	scene	this	way:	
	
Then	Pilate	took	Jesus	and	had	him	flogged.	2	The	soldiers	twisted	together	a	crown	of	
thorns	and	put	it	on	his	head.	They	clothed	him	in	a	purple	robe	3	and	went	up	to	him	
again	and	again,	 saying,	 “Hail,	 king	of	 the	 Jews!”	And	 they	 slapped	him	 in	 the	 face.	
4	Once	more	Pilate	came	out	and	said	to	the	Jews	gathered	there,	“Look,	I	am	bringing	
him	out	to	you	to	let	you	know	that	I	find	no	basis	for	a	charge	against	him.”	5	When	
Jesus	came	out	wearing	the	crown	of	thorns	and	the	purple	robe,	Pilate	said	to	them,	
“Here	 is	 the	 man!”	 6	As	 soon	 as	 the	 chief	 priests	 and	 their	 officials	 saw	 him,	 they	
shouted,	“Crucify!	Crucify!”	But	Pilate	answered,	“You	take	him	and	crucify	him.	As	for	
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me,	I	find	no	basis	for	a	charge	against	him.”	7	The	Jewish	leaders	insisted,	“We	have	a	
law,	and	according	to	that	law	he	must	die,	because	he	claimed	to	be	the	Son	of	God.”	
(John	19:1-7)	
	
Yes,	 it	was	 Jesus	Christ	who	stood	 in	 front	of	Pilate.	 Jewish	people	had	 Jesus	arrested	
and	tried	to	charge	him	with	death	penalty.	This	scripture	tells	us	that	Jesus	was	flogged.	
This	 flogging	used	whips	embedded	with	 leads	and	aniumal	bones	 to	cause	maximum	
damage	to	the	victim.	This	flogging	caused	the	skins	to	be	torn	and	even	exposed	bones.	
And	a	crown	of	thorn	was	placed	on	Jesus’s	head,	and	he	was	dressed	in	a	purple	robe.	
Both	the	crown	and	the	purple	robe	symbolized	the	power	of	king.		This	was	the	way	to	
mock	Jesus	and	to	show	disrespect	to	him.	Soldiers	called	out,	mocking	Jesus,	“Hail,	the	
king	of	the	Jews”	and	slapped	him	in	the	face	again	and	again.	
	
Pilate	took	this	Jesus	with	crown	of	thorn	and	purple	robe	before	the	Jewish	peole	and	
Pilate	shouted	out	to	the	crowd:	“Behold	the	man.”		
	
We	have	looked	at	people	from	the	time	of	Noah	and	Babel.	They	were	not	ideal	people.	
Immediately	before	God	promised	to	the	people	never	to	destroy	the	earth	again	with	
flood,	he	said:	”Every	inclination	of	the	human	heart	is	evil	from	childhood.”	(Genesis	
8:21)		If	this	is	true,	we	are	not	fit	to	go	before	God.	We	cannot	find	a	model	human	that	
we	can	parade	as	the	ideal	person	proclaiming	“Behold.	Here	is	the	man.”	
	
The	pagan	Pilate,	who	knew	nothing	about	Jesus	Christ,	dragged	Jesus	Christ	in	front	of	
the	Jewish	crowd	and	said	“Here	is	the	man.	Look	at	him.”	The	man	standing	there	was	
Jesus	Christ,	flogged,	bloodied,	and	in	rags.	Pilate	had	understood	from	his	conversation	
with	Jesus	that	there	was	no	reason	to	justify	Jesus	to	be	sentenced	to	death.	But,	this	
pagan	Pilate,	 an	outsider,	 thought	 that	 there	had	been	 some	 religious	 conflicts	which	
made	the	people	very	mad	against	 Jesus.	The	 first	and	 top	concern	 for	Pilate	was	not	
the	 feeling	of	 the	 Jewish	people.	Rather,	he	was	more	concerned	about	 the	 feeling	of	
Ceasar.	Pilate	wanted	to	protect	his	position.	Perhaps	by	bringing	Jesus	Christ	in	front	of	
Jewish	people	and	by	showing	how	miserable	this	Jesus	looked,	Pilate	had	hoped	to	win	
some	sympathy	for	Jesus,	and	calm	down	the	raging	anger	of	the	people.	So,	Pilate	was	
trying	to	calm	down	the	crowd	so	that	he	could	regain	some	control.	
	
But,	we	have	seen	how	miserable	and	ugly	we	human	have	been	throughout	the	history	
written	in	the	Bible.	When	someone	calls	out	to	“Look	at	his	man.”,	and	when	we	look	
up,	we	see	someone	who	is	completely	different	from	such	ugly	human.	
	
We	have	talked	how	chaotic	the	order	of	our	world	has	become.	We	have	also	learned	
that	our	human	relationship	is	in	the	tank.	But,	when	we	read	and	learn	the	words	and	
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works	of	Jesus	Christ	in	the	Bible,	we	realize	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	one	who	can	restore	
the	oder	in	the	world	and	restore	the	relationship	between	us	and	God	as	well	as	among	
fellow	human	beings.	Jesus	said	“I	am	the	way.”	We	realize	that	in	this	Jesus	Christ	we	
find	the	way	we	should	walk.	
	
I	am	not	going	to	talk	about	the	details	of	words	and	works	of	Jesus	this	morning.	We	
have	been	discussing	 this	all	 the	 time	at	our	church.	We	must	 just	know	this	morning	
that	we	human	can	find	the	way	and	the	hope	of	our	life	in	this	Jesus	Christ.	His	life	was	
clearly	different	from	people	we	have	seen	in	the	time	of	Noah’s	flood	and	the	Tower	of	
Babel.	
	
We	 hear	 words	 like:	 “Do	 not	 look	 at	 each	 other.	 Rather,	 look	 up	 to	 Jesus.”	 This	
sometimes	sounds	like	an	excuse	for	Chrstians.	But,	it	is	actually	correct	to	say	this.	We	
should	not	be	 looking	at	human	beings	we	 saw	 in	 the	Bible.	We	 should	be	 looking	at	
Jesus	Christ	who	is	totally	different	from	us	and	who	is	the	only	one	who	maintains	the	
close	relationship	with	God.	
	
As	 long	 as	we	 are	 human,	we	 cannot	 hang	 our	 hope	 in	 people	who	 are	 bound	 to	 be	
imperfect.	But,	Jesus	is	a	different	story.	So,	what	are	you	going	to	rely	upon?	What	are	
you	going	to	look	up	to?	You	might	say	you	had	a	terrible	experience	with	people	and	
you	 can	 not	 trust	 any	 human	 any	more.	 This	 is	 understandable.	 After	 all,	 such	 is	 the	
nature	of	human.	People	would	continue	to	bring	trouble	in	our	life.	Perhaps	we	are	the	
source	of	such	trouble.	But,	Jesus	Christ	is	different.	Let	us	determine	this	morning	that	
we	will	try	to	know	more	about	Jesus	Christ.	
	
Paul	must	have	understood	our	such	sentiment	when	he	wrote:	
	
Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	such	a	great	cloud	of	witnesses,	 let	us	throw	
off	everything	 that	hinders	and	 the	 sin	 that	 so	easily	entangles.	And	 let	us	 run	with	
perseverance	the	race	marked	out	 for	us,	 2	fixing	our	eyes	on	Jesus,	 the	pioneer	and	
perfecter	of	faith.	For	the	joy	set	before	him	he	endured	the	cross,	scorning	its	shame,	
and	sat	down	at	the	right	hand	of	the	throne	of	God.	(Hebrews	12:1-2)	
	
When	we	look	up	to	Jesus	Christ,	we	see	in	him	the	overflowing	God’s	blessing,	love	and	
wisdom.	When	we	heart	is	weary,	and	broken,	let	us	remember	to	look	up,	saying	“Here	
is	the	man”.	
	
Let	us	pray.																																																																			Translated	by	Dr.	Yasuhisa	Hosomatsu	


