
                     

 

             

 

                 Preparing for Further/  

Higher Education 
 



Fiercest competition for university places in recent years!   Why? 

 

 Widening Access Programme – aims to tackle inequality (33.4% 
D.U. places). 

 

 Foreign students – no fees are paid in Scotland.   

 

 Five Scottish universities ranked in 'top 200‘ IN THE WORLD. 

 

 Dundee University – Scottish University of the year 2016 & 2017 
(stolen by Glasgow this year).   
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“Scottish students find it “more 
difficult” to get into some 
university courses than a decade 
ago, an MSP has claimed . . . the 
Scottish Government’s cap on 
university places for Scottish and 
EU students, who receive free 
tuition, is leading to increased 
demand and pushing up entry 
requirements for some subjects.”   

 

The SCOTSMAN 2018                                                

 

 

 

The Daily Telegraph 2016 

The DAILY TELEGRAPH 2016 



  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Monifieth High 
School 

By the end of S4 

5+ @ Level 5 or 
better 

  
40% 42% 53% 51% 53% 54% 

Monifieth High 
School 

By the end of S5 

5+ @ Level 6 or 
better 

  
14% 15% 24% 28% 29% 29% 

Monifieth High 

School 

By the end of S6 

1 @ Level 7 or better 

32% 28% 31% 



 

Most competitive courses: 

 Medicine and Dentistry – 11 applicants per place.   

    Elite applicant pool. UKCAT. 

 Primary Education – 13 applicants per place. 

 Art and Design – 8 applicants per place. 

 Humanities (English, History, Philosophy etc.)  

   – 14 applicants per place.  

 Also – business, nursing and sports related courses – 
increasing numbers of rejections! 



 

 Higher expectations – minimum of THREE Highers in one 
sitting, ideally FOUR.   

 
 A combination of A and Bs - an A in a subject area does not 

guarantee a place.   
 
 Certified grades are more desirable than predicted grades. 
 
 Stringent Testing/ Interview process i.e. introduction of new 

assessment for Humanities at Dundee. 
 
 Personal Statement – must be of a VERY high standard. 

 
 



‘Our degree programmes do not require entrants with academic 
ability alone, but with a range of skills which show the 
suitability of a candidate for the subject of their choice.’ 
(Dundee University) 
 
 Work Experience (flexibility in new timetable) 
 Volunteering. 
 Attendance at related events. 
 Involvement in school community/ wider community. 
 Leadership/ Saltire/ Duke of Edinburgh/ Volunteering 

awards – all taken into consideration. 
 Foundation Apprenticeships & HN Infill options.   



 A number of HNC and  HND courses can provide 
‘articulation’ into degree courses at partner 
universities (including Dundee , Aberdeen,  and St 
Andrews) with entry into year 2 or 3.   

 

E.g.  Humanities (Year One at D & A College) 

          Year 2 onwards at Dundee Uni to complete a      

          Master of Arts.   
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 An increasing number of companies and universities  working 
together to provide these including Dundee University. 

 Key subject areas include engineering, finance , IT and business. 

 

Benefits:   

 Companies are funded  so students save money and are paid while 
achieving a degree.   

 They develop key skills in a workplace environment making them 
more employable than traditional graduates (they build up 
contacts/ clients etc.) 



 





 Detailed and in-depth research is crucial – 
range of courses, apprenticeships, universities 
and the RANGE of entry requirements.  

 

 Investigate related college courses, alternative 
progression routes. 

 

 Build skills and experiences – USE 
OPPORTUNITIES/FLEXIBILITY  in S6. 

 

 Begin working on the personal statement. 

 

 Attend the relevant open days, workshops/ and 
drop-in sessions. 



 



Monifieth High School:  UCAS 

UCAS Deadlines                                                                  Phase 1          Phase 2 
 
First draft of personal statement to PT PCS 24 Aug 14 Sep
  
Note of intended courses to PT PCS 24 Aug 14 Sep
  
Second draft of personal statement to PT PCS 14 Sep 28 Sep
  
Completion of rest of online form 14 Sep 19 Oct
  
Final draft of personal statement 21 Sep 02 Nov 
 
  
Pupil Care and Support Teachers will process and submit applications during 
the month of November. 
 
Phase 1 is for pupils applying for Cambridge, Oxford, Medicine, Veterinary Medicine or 
Dentistry where the deadline for submissions is 28th September 2018. 

Phase 2 covers all other pupils.  

Medicine and Dentistry  

 

Applicants must also sit 

the UK Clinical and 

Aptitude Test (UKCAT).   

Preparation for this 

should already be 

underway.  Details are 

available at 

http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/ 

http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/


Monifieth High School: UCAS 

 

 

College Applications 
 

UCAS form should be submitted by November –  
College applications open in January. 

 
SIGN UP TO UCAS TRACK TO MONITOR OFFERS  
 
UCAS Extra 
 
No original choices have been successful 
One extra choice at a time 
 
Clearing 
 
Runs between July and September for late/ 
unsuccessful applicants 



Upcoming Events 
 
UCAS Exhibition – Thursday 30th August  at Dundee University   
(individual sign up ). 
 
University Open Days – Various (see MHS website). 
 
 



Introduction  7pm 

        Seminar 1   7.30 – 7.50 

        Break 7.50 – 8.05 

        Seminar 2  - 8.10 – 8.30 

        Seminar 3 – 8.35 – 8.55 

 

Please submit evaluations before leaving, these will be given out at 
the end of your final session – any feedback is gratefully received.   


