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A2A Pharmaceuticals Announces Fourth Quarter and Year End 
Results; Provides Business Update 

 

Chappaqua, NY (January 22, 2019) - A2A Pharmaceuticals Inc. (A2A), a biotechnology 
company committed to the advancement of innovative scientific research and new 
therapeutic agents, today announced 4th quarter and year end results. 

 

By the end of 2018, A2A progressed from having one lead program (MLL-Menin) to 
having a further three programs (Yap-Tead, CLK, LpxC) with promising in-vitro results, 
providing validation of our approach and de-risking drug development. Advancements 
in the synthesis of novel molecules for two more programs were made for STING and 
KRAS degradation, with in-vitro results expected in early 2019. 

 

 

 

The A2A Pharmaceuticals team is growing, under the leadership of Chairman of the 
board, Dr. Sotirios Stergiopolous and interim CEO, Edward Painter. Dr. Chaemin Lim and 
Dr. Elena Diez are leading the advancement of A2A’s pipeline and development of 
partnerships. Additional scientific advisory board members will be announced shortly. 
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Highlights 

 

• The MLL-Menin Leukemia program, partnered with Biomea Healthcare, continues 
to advance with compelling data, and new successes against Ewing’s Sarcoma and Triple 
Negative Brest Cancer were identified.  In the next few months, we will be focused on 
producing in-vivo data and preparing for IND submission.  

 

• Results generated in A2A’s partnership with Insilico Medicine, Consortium AI, were 
very promising.  High levels of kinase inhibition (nM range) and selectivity were shown 
in the program targeting Muscular Dystrophy and now several different cancers. 

 

• We advanced the Yap-Tead solid tumor program, with plans for development of a 
co-crystal structure to aid potency optimization and target engagement 
characterization. A grant for non-diluted funding from the National Institutes of Health 
was filed and results are expected in May 2019.  

 

• Synthesis of novel molecules for the STING program and a new program targeting 
degradation of mutant KRAS will be completed in February, with testing in March. Our 
KRAS degradation approach will overcome the difficulties of KRAS direct inhibitors.  

 

• Interest from Institutional Investors and Pharma company’s continued to grow at 
the JP Morgan conference.  A2A was invited to speak at a JPM event organized by 
Accenture, with participation of other Pharma companies. In addition to A2A, the spin-
off companies Biomea Fusion and Consortium AI, owned 50% by A2A, have evolved to 
the point where investors are evaluating separate investments in these companies.  

 

A2A ended 2018 with $2.3 million in cash.  A2As partnership-centric early discovery 
business model is allowing A2A to build value by advancing a broad pipeline of new drug 
candidates with current financing predicted to last into 2020. In order to accelerate 
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growth and value creation across the expanded range of programs, we will be 
raising additional funds from strategic investors in the next 3-6 months.  

 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss our progress and exciting developments with 
investors interested in our mission, at any moment. 

 

About A2A Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  

 

A2A Pharmaceuticals Inc. is committed to the development of new therapeutic agents 
that serve highly unmet patient needs. Our focus areas are oncology and drug-resistant 
bacterial infections with programs recently initiated in muscular dystrophy and type 2 
diabetes.  Dr. Sotirios Stergiopolous, Chief Medical Officer of Ipsen, is the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors and Edward Painter is the Chief Executive Officer.   

 

A2A’s technology applies a proprietary therapeutic design methodology called SCULPT™, 
towards inhibiting protein-protein interactions and other enzymes of pharmacological 
importance in a range of diseases. SCULPT™ enables the design of novel ligands 
specifically to match the unique topological features of disease targets. 

 

SCULPT™ radically accelerates lead drug discovery and optimization through systematic 
design, creating a broad range of highly selective new drug candidates for difficult to 
drug targets.  

 

Targets for A2A antibiotic programs were selected based on their broad-spectrum 
applicability to gram-negative bacterial species, as well as novelty to circumvent rapid 
target-associated resistance. A unique bioinformatics approach was incorporated into 
the SCULPT process to yield candidates with "antibiotic-like" properties, in order to 
maximize the chances of activity and minimize drug efflux.  

 

Edward Painter 

Edward@atoms2applications.com 
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