


Transformative Ideas

BROOKLYN BRIDGE: BEFORE

The Brooklyn Bridge ramps, once
intended to go under City Hall and
emerge near Broadway, instead
bifurcate the area to the east of
City Hall and clog streets with
cars—complicating mobility and
severing the northern reaches of
FiDi from nearby Chinatown.
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE: AFTER

A reimagined Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall Plaza, focused around a new fountain
or monument, could become one of NYC's signature public spaces by ensuring
that cars coming off the Brooklyn Bridge are not able to enter the city street
grid at Chambers Street. Instead they would enter Lower Manhattan from
streets north and south of the Bridge off of the FDR Drive.

BOWLING GREEN: BEFORE

The approach to historic Bowling
Green is unremarkable. The park
itself is not a destination for visitors;
instead they congregate at its
narrow northern end (to photograph
sculptures placed awkwardly there),
spilling out onto Broadway and
complicating traf c.
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BOWLING GREEN: AFTER

At Bowling Green, the eastern southbound lane of Broadway would be limited
access or pedestrianized, creating a new, enlarged plaza and gathering place
whose dimensions are largely de ned by the historic buildings that encircle it
on three sides and whose connection to the Battery would be legible.
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Making It Happen

Reimagining FiDi as a special, historic district

will take more than urban design interventions.

It will require rules that help unclutter these
singular streets and enforcement, to ensure that
these new rules are followed.

We have the tools to fix this. In Times Square and
Herald Square, new traffic patterns were piloted to
manage the crowding and congestion—much of it
tourist-induced. The result has been less conflict
between cars and people, more time for tourists to
enjoy a “public space” where once there was none,
and less congestion on surrounding streets for
vehicles passing through the district.

TIMES SQUARE:
BEFORE & AFTER

HERALD SQUARE:
BEFORE & AFTER
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The FiDi garbage problem must be addressed.
Continued conversion of FiDi’s old commer-
cial skyscrapers into residential towers means
that more and more garbage is placed on
narrow sidewalks for municipal collection
during the day.

There are simple solutions to the piles of residential
garbage that regularly confront more vulnerable
pedestrians—children en route to school, parents
pushing strollers, and residents walking dogs. One

is to collect it at night, just as commercial waste is
collected. 'This special arrangement would recognize
the unique limitations of FiDi’s sidewalks to handle
the volumes produced by residential skyscrapers and
ensure that streets are clear of garbage during the day.

RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE
AWAITING COLLECTION

NIGHT-TIME COLLECTION OF
COMMERCIAL WASTE
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Making It Happen

Placard parking is another major problem. It is
estimated that roughly half of the cars parked
on FiDi’s narrow streets are those of government
officials, who could park in allocated areas but
instead take up spots that could be used for
loading, temporary parking, or other purposes.

A recent survey of cars parked on Nassau Street
found that approximately 48 percent of them were
using government placards. Converting street real
estate now monopolized by government cars into
areas for vendors, pedestrians, or cyclists would be
one way to free up much-needed street real estate.
Ample local parking options can accommodate
official vehicles.

PARKING GARAGES
AND LOTS IN LOWER
MANHATTAN
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Food and souvenir carts are another factor
impeding mobility. Absent sensible regulation,
vendors situate along some of the narrowest,
most congested streets—including the
intersection of Wall Street and Broadway, in
front of historic Trinity Church.

Vendors receive licenses from the City’s Department
of Consumer Affairs, not the Department of
Transportation, so there is little relationship between
their location and the room needed on sidewalks to
accommodate pedestrian flows. They choose to locate
in some of the busiest tourist areas—including those
already compromised by narrow streets and security
apparatus, resulting in walkers often being confined
to single-file passage.

VENDORS ON BROADWAY
AT TRINITY CHURCH AND
THE PLAZA AT 140 BROADWAY
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Lower Manhattan’s Financial District stands
poised to be reimagined—much as it was
following the decline of the docks a half
century ago. But today’s reimagining need not
involve the massive landbuilding interventions
associated with the World Trade Center and
Battery Park City. Instead, FiDi needs a simple
vision that recognizes that people, not cars,
now predominate on its historic streets—and
that making movement safer, easier, and more
enjoyable for them can transform the area into
one of the world’s most attractive places to
live, work, and visit.

Make Way for Lower Manhattan!

With a few practical interventions, FiDi’s
future as our city’s most celebrated historic
destination can be secured.
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