
 

 

The Spirit of    

  
St. Francis  

 

 
2018 

 
 

                 
  A Word from our 

Pastor 

Do You Hear Them? 
  
I believe the events of the last few days will 
change our world forever . . . IF we listen, stay 
involved and active . . . 
  
October 1, 2017 -  A shooter kills 58 people and 
injures 851 on the Las Vegas strip in the deadliest 
shooting in American history . . . and America did 
nothing. 
  
November 5, 2017 - In the deadliest shooting in an 
American place of worship, 26 people are killed 
and 20 injured in the Sutherland Springs Baptist 
Church . . . and America did nothing.  
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We meant to do something. We wanted to do 
something. Something definitely needed to be 
done, but instead we slipped into the same pattern 
we have been following with other shootings . . . 
America did nothing. 
  
But the young people of America have chosen 
to not let that happen again. 
  
February 14, 2018 - At Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, gunshots rang out and 17 people 
were killed and 14 injured . . . but this time America 
began to change. 
  
Those most affected by the shooting, the students 
of that high school, said enough is enough and they 
began to speak out  - "Never again!" they 
shouted. 
  
Young people across our country have heard them. 
In just three days they have amassed more than 
35,000 Facebook followers. More importantly, 
rallies have sprung up around the country 
demanding that that the future of our youth be 
protected. 
  
Congresswoman Deborah Wasserman Schultz 
heard them. She paved the way for them to speak 
with their legislators, where Emma Gonzales made 
an impassioned speech rebuking "thoughts and 
prayers", and Cameron Kasky eloquently said, 
"We're asking - no, demanding - take action now." 
  
George and Amal Clooney heard them, donating 
$500,000 to empower their "March for Our Lives" 
demonstration in Washington D.C. on March 24, 
2018. Oprah Winfrey, Jeffrey Katzenberg and 
Steven Spielberg heard them, each matching that 
donation. 
  
Our children are speaking . . . will we hear them? 
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The cast of St. Francis Theatre's production 
of "Godspell 2012".  

 

 

 

 
    

1   Diane Wilson 
2   Susan Morgan 
2   Sandy Graddy 
4   Korey Sargent 
4   Elizabeth Davis  
6   Mike Harris 
8   Jody Mallie  
8   Anne Huth 
9   Karen Sparks  
10 Noreen Wiedenfeld   
10 Steve Barclay 
11 Dixie Siegel  
12 Michele Dixon 
12 Paul Petrass  
14 Alana Swoyer 
15 Andy Robson 
15 David George 
16 Brooke Warner   
16 Dennis Warner   
17 Patrika Murphy   
17 Cindy Hayden   
17 Andrew Donnellan   
19 Stephen Poe  
19 Ron Stock 
19 Amelia Uhrlaub   
19 Ted Gemoets   
19 Claire Sweeney   
20 Joseph Chambers 
20 Susan Vincent   
21 Nancy Buchanan 
21 Grace Reuther 
23 Renee Manogue 
23 Sue Alexander 
23 Nicholas Villec 
23 Bob Smith 
23 Mike Whitlatch 
25 Mickey Dixon 
25 Joy Mills 



 

 

The Symbolism of the Cross  
by Lee Vought 

Last year during the Palm Sunday commentary, I 
was struck by an artistic inspiration that within a 
week, I was able to manifest into the image of the 
cross now in the Celebration Center. The reaction 
to it on Easter morning was swift and for the most 
part, gratifying. However there were some among 
the congregation who did not understand and were 
even offended by this remembrance of heavy 
Christianity. 

Let me say from the outset it was not my intention 
to offend anyone either with symbols or any 
negative associations that might have resulted. To 
the contrary, my inspiration was driven by a spirit of 
inclusivity, particularly of the LGBTQ community. 
Here is a brief breakdown of the primary symbols I 
chose. 

The Rose - Here I include two references that 
generally and accurately describe my inspiration.  
"The intricate and elegant rose offers a glimpse of a 
masterful creator's active presence in creation. As 
this popular flower blooms, its buds gradually open 

to reveal lovely layers - an illustration of how 
spiritual wisdom unfolds in people's lives and the 
many layers within. The strong, sweet scent of a 
rose brings to mind the powerful sweetness of 

love." 

 
 
25 Meg Lee  
26 Kris Masalsky-Gougen 
26 Marita Stith 
26 Wynn Houtkooper 
26 Karen Kennedy-Schwind 
26 Amy Barron-Gafford 
26 Kate Sweeney    
27 Holli Kent 
27 Lorelei Kaczmarski 
27 Ed Morton    
29 Kent Vincent   
29 Sarah Tomassetti  
30 Megan Petrass 

    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Joy and Wisdom  
Discussion Group 

 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Fridays  

of every month in room 50.  
 

Join us as we discuss a wide variety 
of topics from an even wider variety 

of sources - books, movies, etc.  
 

Newcomers are always welcome!  
 

For more information call   
404-1691. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner 
Archives at New York University states that the 
rose "has always been an important symbol with 
anti-authoritarian associations." The rose symbol 
became popular among socialist and social 
democratic political parties in post-World War II 
Europe. As I have always believed the St. Francis 
community to be a socially active and responsible 
community, both these statements resonated with 
me. 

Colors  
- A circular rainbow was included to represent all 
people, particularly the LGBTQ community, but not 
exclusive to anyone. The vibrant colored glass 
chosen for the cross represents the inner radiant 
light coming from within us all.   
 
I hope that now, when you look at the cross, you 
will see the beauty, diversity and inclusivity that I 
meant to be seen.    

 

 
 

Stephen Ministries is adding a new area to their 
caring ministry. The Stephen Ministers will begin 

serving communion in homes to those who request 
it. The first Sunday will be Easter Sunday, April 1, 

2018. The home communion kits will be on the altar 
the first Sunday of each month. The elements will 
be consecrated, by Jim, during Celebration time. 
Stephen Ministers will be speaking with their care 

receivers about receiving communion. The 
invitation will be given but it is voluntary on the put 

of the care receiver if they choose to receive 
communion. 

  
If anyone is unable to attend a Celebration time 
and wants to receive home communion, please call 
the church office. You do not have to be a care 
receiver in the Stephen Ministry program to receive 
home communion. A Stephen Minister will contact 
you to arrange a convenient time.  

 

 

 
 

GET FREE TAX PREPARATION 
HELP WITH V.I.T.A.!  

(Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance)  

January 31st - April 14th  
ICS Main Office,  
2820 W. Ina Rd.  

Wednesdays 4:00 - 7:00 pm  
Saturdays,  

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
No appointment required.  

 
IRS trained volunteers provide 

FREE tax preparation for 
households earning up to $66,000 

annually. For more information, 
including a list of needed 

documents, visit our website at  
icstucson.org  

 
 

WHY A WILL SEMINARS 
 

Friday, March 16th, 9:30 - 11:00 
am 

ICS Main Office 
2820 W. Ina Rd.  

 
Friday, March 23rd,  

9:30 - 11:00 am  
Tohono Chul Park  

7366 N. Paseo del Norte  
 

Hear from experience estate 
planning attorneys and learn how 

to formalize and make known 
your wishes. Free materials are 

included.  
 

Registration is required.  
Email dcarr@icstucson.org  

or call 520-526-9310. 
 
 



 
 

Reconciling Committee wants to remind you to 
mark your calendar for MARCH 24th ! 

St. Francis will host an educational event at the 
Jewish History Museum  
564 S. Stone Ave. 85701 

starting at 2:00PM. 

We'll gather at 1:50 and the tour will begin promptly 
at 2:00.  

Tickets are $7.00 at the door.  
We'll have a guide to walk us through the museum, 
giving us valuable insights into this period of time 

and lead a discussion afterwards.   
 If you haven't visited the museum, don't miss this 

opportunity. The exhibit will only be in Tucson 
through May 31st.   

  
ONGOING NEEDS FOR TIHAN 

  
Please consider the following needs that TIHAN 
has in an on-going basis for their Care Partners: 
  

x Toilet paper 
x Paper towels 
x Toothbrushes 
x Laundry soap 
x Prizes for winners in the Bingo games 

played monthly at POZ Café ( these can be 
anything from household items, to small 
appliances, to blankets, linens, or any of the 
necessities listed above.  

Please remember that these items ARE necessary 
and they cannot be purchased with FOOD 
STAMPS!!! 
  
These items can be dropped off in the office in the 

"TIHAN" box 

If you have questions, please call either Karen 
Sparks 808-3152 or Ron Holland 720-838-3251 

 
 

 

 
   

Elder Circle . . . 
The Wisdom Journey  
A safe, respectful place  

to harvest your life 

Friday, March 9th,  
10 -11:30 am in Ravenscroft Hall 

  
Elder Circles is a project of Center for 

Community Dialogue, Our Family 
Services 

  
 

 

All Church Work Day 
Saturday, March 10th  

8:00 am - noon  

The beautiful Spring weather 
cries out for us to get our hands 
dirty as we clean up our beloved 

campus.  

Come join us. There will be coffee 
and goodies to energize you!  

No need to sign up.  
Just come for the morning or 

a few hours.  
It all makes a difference!  



 
Volunteering is a Work of Heart!  

 
Would you like to know your community better, 
develop new skills and improve your resume? 

Volunteer at TIHAN today! You can find a complete 
list of our current volunteer   

openings by visiting www.TIHAN.org, clicking on 
"Volunteer", then on "Volunteer Opportunities". One 

of them might be just right for you.  
If you have additional questions, contact Dennisse 
Ley, Volunteer Coordinator at 299-6467, Ext. 206, 

or email VolunteerCoordinator@tihan.org  
  

 

 

 
 

Recommended Reading:    
   
   

A Haiku Garden   
The Four Seasons in Poems 

and Prints  
   by Stephen Adiss  

with Fumiko and Akira 
Yamamoto 

  
 

 I have always liked poetry. It 
took me a long time to learn that it wasn't 
necessarily what the poet was trying to say that 
was most important, but rather how it made you 
feel. What it made you see and sense. Poetry, in a 
way, I feel, is like perfume. Sometimes you can get 
a whiff of a perfume and it will remind you of a 
certain time, place or person. Poetry can be like 
that as well. And no other style is able to suggest 
so many things so succinctly as haiku. 

 

 
 

Sunday, March 11th, 4:30 pm   
in the Celebration Center  

(Different venue this month)  
 

 
Dead Man Walking  
(1995, 122 minutes, R) 

Sister Helen Prejean (Susan 
Sarandon) establishes a special 

relationship with Matthew 
Poncelet (Sean Penn), a prisoner 
on death row in Louisiana, acting 

as his spiritual adviser after 
carrying on a correspondence 

with him. After his final appeal for 
life in prison instead of death by 
lethal injection is denied, Sister 

Helen works with Matthew to help 
him find redemption.  

We start with a potluck dinner,  
so please bring a dish to share.  

If you have questions, please 
contact Nancy at 

nancy@nancypmasland.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
A traditional Japanese haiku is a three-line poem  
with seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 syllable 
count. Often focusing on images from nature, haiku 
emphasizes simplicity, intensity, and directness of 
expression. 
 
With Spring just around the corner, Haiku Garden 
is the perfect "whiff" of balmy days, cooing doves, 
and clear nights full of stars. Savor it, one small 
verse at a time, perhaps with a cup of tea as you sit 
outside. Then close the book, take a deep breath, 
and be glad you're here at this moment. Enjoy!  
 
                                            - Melissa Mitchell 
                                              Library volunteer   
    
Come visit the Library for Peace, located in 

the church office building.  
We have over 3300 books, CD's, and an 

amazing collection of DVD's.    

 Open Sundays, 10:00 am - 12:30 pm.  
Open during the week, hours vary.  

Please call 299-9063. 
   

Come check us out - literally! 
 

 
 

 

 
Produce on Wheels  

Without Waste   
Saturday, March 24th,   

8:00 - 11:00 am   
in the main parking lot.  

For a $10.00 cash donation, you 
will get up to 60 lbs. or produce!  

We need volunteers to collect 
money and work the line.   

Volunteers get their produce 
FREE! 

 
For more information, email   
musicaloverlord@gmail.com 

  

 

 

A sweet social! 

Ice Cream Social  
Sunday, March 25th,  
11:30 am under the  

Blue Awning 
(by the Community Center) 

 
Tickets: $6.00 per person  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Honor Ferretti  
in Concert     

 
Sunday, March 25th,  

4:00 pm in the Celebration Center  

Harpist extraordinaire Honor Ferretti is coming to 
St. Francis in the Foothills!   

Honor has Bachelor and Master degrees in harp 
from Northwestern University, has played with the 

Chicago Civic orchestra, as well as at the Ritz-
Carlton, and appeared in movies and TV. She is a 

delightful entertainer, with stories to tell, and 
beautiful music to share.  

Tickets: $15.00 General  
$10.00 Students with current ID  

Tickets can be purchased on the   
St. Francis website at   

www.stfrancisumc.org/concert-and-events-
tickets.html,  

on Sundays between the 9:00 and 10:30 am 
services, or by calling the St. Francis office  

at 299-9063.   

 
 

 

 
Ticket includes:  

 
*One ice cream sundae with 

choice of toppings.  
*One hot dog with choice of 

toppings.  
*Lemonade, iced tea, water  

*Games  
*Musical entertainment  

 
All proceeds benefit the  

St. Francis Youth Mission trip  
to Peru this summer!   

 
 

 
  

Weekly Breakfasts 
 

   
Sophia's Circle Women's 

Group  
Wednesdays, 6:45 - 8:00 am 

Ravenscroft Hall  
 
  

   
Chrysalis Men's Round Table  

Thursdays 7:00 - 8:00 am 
Ravenscroft Hall  

  
Newcomers  

are always welcome!  
  
 



This month in the Ravenscroft Gallery  
  

 
 

Waterborne   

Original Watercolors by 
Martha Lee McKiernan 

 
Opening Reception  
Sunday, March 4th,  
10:00 am - 2:00 pm   

"I started drawing before I started going to school 
and I was one of those lucky children who had 
adults around who praised my efforts, so I kept 
drawing! I drew and experimented with many crafts 
through high school. When I went to college for a 
teaching degree (in Elementary Education) I was 
allowed to substitute a course in Watercolors for an 
Art-for-Teachers and found unexpected pleasure in 
the struggle. But I put away my sable brush to 
happily teach Elementary and Special Needs 
students for many years. I used my art for bulletin 
boards and to enliven the basic curriculum. 
 
When I moved here in 1995, I knew that I would 
have to take my long-unused watercolor paints and 
brushes out of storage. Here were hues that I had 
never seen: the greens were browned, grayed and 
yellowed. The rocks were red, and there were vivid 
and often cloudless skies.  
 
I found an active and supportive community of 
painters in Tucson, and people who would share 
their talent and discoveries in local classes and 
critique groups. These people have helped me 
understand how to paint what I want to express 
using pigments and brushes instead of words.  
 
There is joy and challenge in discovering how to 

 
 

St. Francis Food Pantry  
provides food bags                       
to those in need.  

 
To do this, the Food Pantry relies 

completely on donations of 
money, grocery gift cards and 

non-perishable foods.  
Please help us continue           

to help others.   
 

Here are some of the items 
we can always use:  

 
*Cereal 

*Peanut Butter 
*Canned Fruit  

(Peaches, pears, fruit cocktail)  
*Canned vegetables  

(Corn, peas, green beans, etc.)  
*Pasta 

(Spaghetti, vermicelli, penne, etc.)  
*Pasta Sauce  
*Canned meat  

(Tuna, chicken, Spam Turkey)  
*Ramen (squares please)  

*Boxed dinner meals  
(Mac & Cheese, Pasta Roni, 

Skillet Helper, etc.)  
*Canned beans  

(Refried, black pinto, etc.)  
 

Donations can be left in the 
decorative wooden chest in the 

Celebration Center lobby on 
Sunday mornings, or dropped off 

at the church office during 
business hours. 

 
If you can't bring food items, 

why not stop by the Scrip table 
on Sunday mornings and 



mix and paint the colors of the Southwest.  
Each painting day is full of discovery and of 
memories combined in such intensity that I lose 
track of time and realize that I have been drawn 
into the paper more assuredly than the paint. I 
hope to take you there as well."    

 

 

 
Creativity and Mental Health  

St. Francis Mental Health Ministry recognizes the 
connection between creativity and mental illness in 
many people. The CDC has reported that half of us in 
the US will have some kind of mental disorder in our 
lifetime. Therefore, we begin to question whether 
mental illness is an aberration. Maybe there is no such 
thing as a "normal brain" without challenges.We do 
know that creative people are at higher risk for mental 
illness than are those who are less creative. The book, 
The Power of Different: The Link Between Disorder 
and Genius by Gail Saltz, is one we have studied for 
the next cooperative class between Adult Education 
and Mental Health Ministry. 

A panel of artistically expressive people with mental 
health challenges will talk about how they use their 
creativity to deal with these challenges March 11 from 
10:30-noon at Adult Education class. They will tell their 
personal stories about how their mental illness has 
informed their creativity and how creativity has 
affected their mental illness/health.They will also give 
examples of their creativity processes, especially 
those that helped their recovery. Please join us for this 
interesting and powerful class. 
 
                                 -  Diane Wilson,  
                                 Mental Health Ministry chair  

 

 
 

purchase a grocery gift card 
from Lorelei?  

Specify that it is a donation for the 
Food Pantry, and not only will we 

be able to fill our shelves with 
what is needed, but St. Francis 
will also receive a rebate from 

your purchase.  

As always, thank you for your 
generosity.  

 

 
Endowment Fund News 

Twice a year, the St. Francis 
Endowment Fund Committee 
considers dispersing funds. 
Applications for funds will be 

considered in the following areas: 
Mission, Scholarship, Property, 

Ministry or Special Need.   
Applications may be picked up 
in the church office and must 

be returned by April 15th.  
 

The St. Francis Endowment Fund 
was established in 2008 for the 
purpose of providing members 

and friends with the opportunity to 
make charitable gifts to St. 

Francis in the Foothills that would 
become a permanent endowment 

of financial support and a living 
memorial.  

 
The St. Francis Endowment Fund 

is invested in the Desert 
Southwest United Methodist 

Fund. While the principal of the 
fund remains intact and 

untouched, the earnings of the 
Funds may be distributed at the 

discretion of the Endowment 



 
 

 

 

 

 

I hope you've enjoyed this month's newsletter. There's 
always so much going on at St. Francis in the Foothills 
and I'm interested in any submissions that have to do 

with the people, ministries, and activities of our 
congregation.  

 
If you have something you'd like to share,  

please send it to 
mmitchell@stfrancisumc.org 

 
  Please be aware that the cut-off date for the April 

2018 newsletter is Friday, March 16th. Anything 
submitted after that time  

may not be included.  
 
 
 

 
  

Fund Committee.   
 

You can help support the future of 
St. Francis by bequeathing funds 

or property to the St. Francis 
Endowment Fund in your Estate 

plans. More information is 
available at  

www.stfrancisumc.org/giving.html 
 

Current members of the  
Endowment Committee are:  

Karen Bliss (Chair), Jim Wiltbank, 
Chuck Adams, George 
Daranyi, David Daniell,  

Matt Lehrer, Ed Morton and  
Linda Van Pelt.   

 

 

 
 Exploring Membership 

Retreat 
  Saturday, April 21st,    

8:30 am - 2:00 pm 

Pastor Jim and the Welcome 
Team will host this enlightening 
class to help attendees get to 
know St. Francis in the Foothills - 
its history, people and vision. A 
light lunch will be served. 

Please RSVP by April 11th so 
that we can prepare accordingly. 
  
For any questions please contact 
the Welcome Team leaders: 
Diane Everhart @ 272-4341 or 
Nancy Stevenson @ 323-0318 
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