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CICHLIDS ON MY MIND

Upcoming Events
Next Meeting:
Saturday, December 13 @ 1 PM

“Colleen and I would like to invite
you to NECA December Fishmas
Meeting that will be held at our
house on Saturday December 13th
@ 1:00pm.
It will be a fun time and a great
chance to catch up with fellow fish
heads and discuss what's on our

T

his is an exciting time for cichlid lovers
here in the Northeast. We are all invited to
attend a special holiday gathering at the
O’Shea home in Wilmington, Massachusetts,
which they are calling “Fishmas.” Hopefully this
cleverly-named celebration will become a NECA
tradition! I look forward to seeing many of you
there on December 13th.

Fishmas list. All are welcome.

Our new website is finally up and running. Please
visit it at www.necichlids.com and let me know
what you think. We can make changes easily, so
whatever you think would improve it, email me
and we’ll give it a try. If you have one or
two photos that you think are really special, send
them along to me as well, and I’ll get them online.

There will be a holiday raffle with
some
nice
sponsored
prizes.
I invite you to bring a festive dish for
all to enjoy. I hope to see you all, take
care and happy fish keeping.”

We are starting a Breeder Award Program (BAP),
which is described in detail in this newsletter. I’m
excited about this opportunity to get more people
involved in breeding cichlids, and it’s one of the
benefits of actually joining NECA as a paying
member. You can join online at the website, so if
you haven’t joined yet, try us out for a year and
start breeding cichlids.

Trevor O’Shea
19 Hathaway Rd
Wilmington
Ma 01887

The coming year will feature many visits to fish
rooms, with Jim Kenniston hosting the first
meeting of 2015 on January 11th at his home in
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East Lyme, Connecticut. I’ll be hosting the
February meeting on the 8th in Petersham,
Massachusetts, and we are planning a speaker for
our March meeting. The second quarter will be
even more interesting and exciting, with our
feature event being the Spring Auction. Check the
website for updates on our events and speakers
and, of course, the 2015 ACA Convention.

KEEPING YOUR TROPICAL
FISH OUTSIDE IN NEW
ENGLAND
T E XT A N D I M A G E S B Y J I M C O R M I E R

When you visit the website, you’ll notice that we
are featuring sponsors. These are businesses that
support NECA by contributing fish, food and
hard goods to our auctions. We’ve been getting
great variety and selection of fish from an
increasing number of breeders and fish farms, and
it will be very helpful if we all buy as much as
possible from businesses that support our hobby
and our organization. And when you do buy from
them, let them know that you’re a NECA
member. You may find yourself getting a
discount – something I’m working on with all of
our friends in the fish business.
For me personally the past year has been loaded
with new fish, lots of fry and my first foray into
Victorians. Right now I have eight species, with
fry from most of them, and I’m hoping for more.
Vics are a bit smaller than Malawi cichlids, and
they are really quite beautiful and surprisingly
easy to keep. Several of my Vics are CARES fish,
and I’m adding at least two more species in a
month or so, when I’ll be adding a rack of 10gallon tanks I bought from Trevor O’Shea so I
can grow out my fry properly. I’m still keeping
Tangs, and my Alcolapia alcalicus, which are
continuing to spawn and produce fry as well. I
guess I’ll have plenty of fish for the Spring
Auction!
I hope you enjoy this newsletter, which continues
to grow in size and quality. Lots of great articles,
great photographs and useful information for all
aspects of fish keeping. Keep sending in material,
and I wish you all a wonderful, healthy and fishy
Holiday Season!

Peter George

A

few of years ago I decided to try to keep
some fish outside. I had a Rubbermaid
150 gallon tub from about 20 years ago
and decided to put some fish outside in it. The
first year I just put in it some Limia vitata. I put
them out in the beginning of May and took them
out at the end of October. The Limia did really
well and when I took them out I also took out over
100 fry. I did not have any kind of filter on the
tub and had a water lily in it in it.
The second year I put the Limia back out in the
tub. Same setup as the previous year. I also set up
a 30 gallon tub that I put some white clouds in.
The plan was to keep them out side until the end
of October again. In the second week of October
we had a cold spell and it was too cold for the
Limia and they all died. The white clouds can
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tolerate the cold so they were ok and I pulled out
about 2 dozen.
The third year I was ready to try something new
in the tub. I knew that some of the fish from
Uruguay could handle the cold and actually need
that cool period every year so I ended up getting
some Gymnogeophagus labiatus ‘Rio Olimar.’ I
didn’t put a lily in it this time but tried some water
lettuce and some frog bit but it didn’t grow. I also
put the white clouds out in the 30 gallon tub again
too. I put in a pond plant in the 30, some kind of
pickerel I think. I was able to keep them outside
from May to the end of October. This time it got
real cold and there was a thin layer of ice on the
water. I measured the temp at 40 degrees. I
drained the tub and pulled out all of the adults, all
were fine. To my surprise I also pulled out 40 ½”
to ¾” fry. I also pulled out 2 dozen white clouds
again.
This year the 30 gallon tub I put the white clouds
in again with the same plant. This year the white
clouds did much better than the previous years
and it was clear that there was over 100 fry in the
tub. I ended up taking them out in the middle of
October and there was well over 100 fry. Next
year I plan on doing the same thing with it.

would not spawn or grow anymore because
of the cold temps. As I did last year I pulled
out all the adults and about 40 ½” fry. With
the Ameca splendens, they did well but there
was no signs of spawning. Next year I will
again put the G. labiatus in it but I don’t think
I will put the A. splendens in there.

Two years ago I was given one of those plastic
molded ponds. It looked like about 250 gallons.
This last spring we decided to install it. For
filtration we put on it a pond bio filter. For plants
there was a pond lily and several other types of
plants. For fish I decided to go with some more
Gymnos. I picked up 6 G. balzani. I wanted to get
Uruguayan balzani but they didn’t know which
type they were. So it was mid-May and the water
was still on the cooler side when I put them in and
I lost three of them the first few days. The other
three survived and did well. After a week I
decided to get something that we could see in
there so I ended up with some velvet red platys.
The platys did very well and produced about 75
fry. The beginning of October I took all the fish
out and the 3 surviving balzani were still alive and
in very good condition. I also found 6 of their fry
in the pond too. Next year I will not be putting the
G. balzani in this pond but will put in my
Gymnogeophagus sp. El Norte. I will put in some
type of livebearer but not the platys, maybe some
red swordtails or some sailfin mollies.

The 150 gallon tub I again put in the Gymnos. I
decided to try the water lettuce again but also put
a filter that I make on the tub. I also picked up
some Ameca splendens and put them in with the
gymnos. This year seemed cooler than the last 2
years but they all did well again and the water
lettuce did multiply also. I decided to take the fish
out of the tub at the end of September since they
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I have a cement pond in the yard that I put some
Skifia multipunctata in. I got them later in the
year so I did not get any fry from them they were
too young but most survived ok.
I also have a 1000 gallon koi pond. Last year I
tried to leave them in it over the winter but none
survived. So I had to get new ones this year but
Im taking them out and will put them back in in
March.

I already picked up another 150 gallon tub, a 100
gallon tub and I think I will get a 300 gallon tub
too. I’m also thinking about getting a 600 gallon
tub. The only down side to keeping them outside
for the summer is you have to make space for
them for the winter.

MY EXPERIENCE WITH
HAPLOCHROMIS
THEREUTERION
T E XT A N D I M A G E S B Y M I K E L I U

I

have always been a fan of Central American
Cichlids and have kept many of the known
species at least once in my fish hobby life. I
never developed an avid interest in the African
Rift Lake cichlids nor the West African riverine

cichlids. I’ve kept Tanganyikan and Malawi fish,
but they always had a short residence in my
fishroom. I never thought I’d enjoy the Lake
Victorian cichlids either. They all seemed to look
the same in body shape, and even though many
were very colorful, they didn’t seem appealing to
me. I couldn’t tell them apart and I thought,
“What’s all the fuss?” Well, I attended a talk by
Greg Steeves at an NEC Convention and his
material was presented in a way that piqued my
interest. He grouped the cichlids of the Lake
Victoria basin by specialized feeding strategies:
herbivores,
piscivores,
insectivores,
molluscivores, detritivores, omnivores, etc. He
also had some photos showing that Victorian
Cichlids certainly do not all look the same. One
such cichlid that stood out was Haplochromis
thereuterion.
Haplochromis thereuterion is a missile-shaped
fish. It actually looks a bit fragile due to its
slender frame. We all know the cichlids of Lake
Victoria are endangered and virtually all species
are on the IUCN Red List. Greg Steeves actually
also had some fry for sale, but at the time, I was
not ready to accept any Victorian cichlids. But I
knew right then that I would devote some tank
space to some of the endangered Victorian
cichlids. After a little research and clearing out a
few 55 gallon tanks, I was ready to order some
Vics from various suppliers and other hobbyists.
I started with Paralabidochromis chromogynos,
Platytaeniodus sp. ‘Red Tail Sheller,’ and
Prognathachromis perrieri. All of these fish still
reside in my fishroom and I’ve had success
keeping and breeding them, as well as some other
species. I soon acquired more species of Vics, but
that slender missile-shaped fish stuck in my mind.
Eventually I saw Haplochromis thereuterion
available from Dave’s Rare Fish. I got excited
and placed an order for 8 fish at about 1-1/2”.
They did well and I ended up with 4 males and 4
females.
All young fish are silvery in color with a solid
lateral line, starting at a spot on the gill plate and
extending onto the caudal peduncle. A narrower,
broken dark line lies below the dorsal fin from the
nape to the back base of the dorsal fin. Males start
to develop a charcoal black coloring on the lips,
chin, breast, ventral fins and belly. The front half
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of the anal fin turns a red-orange with two or three
egg spots on the rear part of the anal fin. The
scales on the lower mid body develop some
turquoise-blue and a light blue metallic sheen
develops on the dorsal fin. And yes, females
pretty much remain silvery with the solid lateral
line. Males grow to about 5” while females are
smaller at about 3-1/2”. In the aquarium, they will
accept any type of prepared fish food. Before the
Nile Perch debacle of the 1980’s, Haplochromis
thereuterion was a surface feeding insectivore
found in large groups in the open water (Greg
Steeves, 2014), much like Cyprichromis of Lake
Tanganyika. After the introduction of the Nile
Perch, this cichlid seems to have adapted to life
among the rocks feeding on insect larvae (Greg
Steeves, 2014). This is another fascinating aspect
of Lake Victoria cichlids: their adaptability and
seemingly rapid evolution. Some scientists are
amazed by the ability of these fish to evolve
“right before our eyes”.

Young male H. thereuterion

tube for water. After a few days I counted only 6
fry, then 5 fry. Three were no carcasses so I
thought they must have jumped into the main tank
and surely got eaten. I placed a cover over the fry
tank and the fry grew pretty quickly to ½” at
which point I placed them in a 10 gallon tank with
a few Platytaeniodus fry. They still are in the 10
gallon grow out tank and I have had another
spawn which netted only 6 fry. Hopefully, I can
raise them all to a good size and return a few
females back into the main tank, and add to the
colony and keep them breeding.

Juvenile H. thereuterion

In my group of H. thereuterion, the males grew
and quarreled. My original group was whittled
down to 2 males and 4 females. One male staked
out a rock pile on one end of a 55 gallon tank and
the second male claimed the other end of the tank.
Both males colored up quite a bit and I still do not
know which one is dominant. Both chase and
display, and both end up with some tattered fins.
I was surprised when I found two females holding
eggs at about 1-3/4” size. The males were about
2” at the first spawning. I didn’t know which male
was the breeder, or if both had bred with different
females. After 15 days, I noticed only one female
was holding eggs, so I stripped the larvae from
the second female. I got eight fry from the female
and placed them into a fry keeper tank hung on
the outside of the main tank with a recirculating

Haplochromis thereuterion female holding eggs

I enjoy watching these cichlids. They are active
and need some swimming space as the males
show quite a bit of conspecific aggression. They
never hide in the rocks, but dart in and out for
cover when chased. I have not had trouble feeding
them flake, bits, or pellets. Haplochromis
thereuterion is an unusual Victorian cichlid, the
kind of animal that is out of the ordinary and
keeps me interested in keeping cichlids.
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COPTODON SYNDERAE
T E XT B Y P E T E R G E O R G E A N D I M A G E S B Y
MIKE LIU

M

ike Liu picked up an adult pair of
Coptodon snyderae at the ECC
Auction a couple of weeks ago, and
this week he sent me the following photos. The
pair are extremely large, at least 5 inches, and this
fish is generally found to grow to 4 inches in
captivity. Mike and I assumed that the pair was
quite old, and might not breed, but these photos
indicate that older fish actually do breed when
cared for properly.

Mike will have more to offer next month about
this extremely rare fish. I’ve got a group of 6
which I’m hoping will spawn soon too. It’s a
CARES fish, so we will be distributing our fry to
interested cichlidophiles.

WILD THING – I THINK I
LOVE YOU!
T E XT A N D I M A G E S B Y J I M K E N N I S T O N

H

Coptodon is а genus of cichlids native to Africa
with C. zillii аlsо found in the Middle East.
Formerly included in Tilapia, in 2013 this genus
was separated by Dunz et al. C. rendalli and C.
zillii have been introduced widely outside their
native ranges and are considered invasive, but
most remaining members of the genus (including
four endemics in Lake Ejagham and nine in Lake
Bermin, including C. synyderae) have small
ranges and are seriously threatened.

ow long after you get a group of mature
fish, do you expect breeding to occur?
You probably think that if you provide
the right conditions, they should be breeding
within a month, right? But what if the fish have
spent their entire lives swimming in one of the
largest lakes on Earth? An open water fish that's
gotten used to Lake Tanganyika probably doesn't
consider a six foot aquarium to be very big. I
realize that shellies and rock dwellers may adjust
well, if provided enough shelter, but what about a
fish like Cyprichromis? There is really no
possible way to recreate their environment in any
aquarium. In nature, schools of Cyprichromis
can number in the thousands. Now, let's make the
situation even more extreme. Instead of the
modest sized C. leptosoma, how about relocating
some of the larger variety into your huge 125
gallon tank. Well, that's exactly what I did.
Cyprichromis microlepidotus are perhaps the
most attractive fish in the lake. There are several
variants, and every one is a stunner.
Microlepidotus is Latin for tiny scales, and it's the
tiny scales that give them their beautiful
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coloration. Like the jumbo leptosomas, micros
can easily reach six inches. I'll do the math for
you. One six inch fish is one twelfth as long as a
six foot tank. Is it any wonder that my beautiful
wild caught C. microlepidotus Kavala didn't
breed for me?

should be. After all, it's the only environment that
they've ever known. In my experience, tank
raised fish, in general, are much better adjusted to
life in an aquarium than wild caught ones. Wild
featherfins are notorious for frantically
swimming into rocks and the sides of the tank.
Some wild featherfins never color up in captivity.
On the other hand, the same species raised in a
tank does not exhibit the erratic behavior and
colors up routinely. So why do we want wild
fish?

Male C. microlepidotus Kavala

After several months, I decided to add some more
to my group. I went to New York and bought
some from Tom's Tanganyikans. It was there that
Tom mentioned to me that he had never seen tank
raised Kavala on anybody's list. He speculated
that they didn't breed in captivity. Whether they
bred for me or not, they were beautiful fish and a
few more might spur some activity. Again, no
breeding.
At some point, I noticed that Butch from SEC had
Kavala offered on his German list. Apparently
the Germans can breed anything. Realizing that
I am one quarter German, I decided not to give
up. Finally, after three and a half years, they bred.
That's right, three and a half years.
Looking back, I'm surprised that they bred at all.
They are still not comfortable in the tank. The
males spend more time harassing other males
than pursuing females. The less dominant males
and some females cower in rock caves and hollow
cichlid stones. I wouldn't expect to see that
behavior in the lake. But like I said before, it is
impossible to recreate the Cyprichromis
environment in a tank. And when you change the
fish's environment, you can get altered behavior
as well. And after all this time, they are still
afraid of me.
But what about tank raised cyps? Are they more
comfortable in an aquarium? By all rights, they

2 male C. microlepidotus Kavala

Probably the ideal fish for our tanks are F1.
This is a reference that was stolen from genetics
and stands for first filial generation. It starts
with the P generation (parent). Their offspring
are F1, their grandchildren are F2, great
grandchildren are F3 and so on. Us fish folks
use the system a little differently. We use the
term F1 for fish that are the offspring of wild
parents only. So if you want to produce F1 fish,
you will need to acquire wild fish. What a
shame. Because wild fish really don't belong in
our little tanks.
The reasons that F1 fish are ideal are that they are
more adapted to life in a tank, and that they have
never been inbred. That's right, we're back to
genetics. You see, if you buy a bag of F1 fish
from a breeder, you must assume that they are
siblings. Breeding these fish with each other will
produce F2 fish that have been inbred for one
generation. If you want to avoid inbred fish, you
have learned to stay away from F2 and lower. But
what if you bought a second bag of F1 fish from
a completely different lineage? If you put the
males from one group with the females of the
other, then there could be no inbreeding possible.
Wouldn't the offspring be just as genetically pure
as their F1 parents, and for that matter, wild fish?
The answer is ‘yes.’ But the system we use would
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require you to call them F2, even though they
have never been inbred. You see, our system is
more concerned with identifying how many
generations a fish is removed from the wild than
how many times it has been inbred. It's a shame,
because it is possible to produce genetically pure
fish from tank raised parents using proper
husbandry. Unfortunately, until we have a
system that rewards a proper captive breeding
program, there will always be a demand for wild

Female C. microlepidotus Kavala

The NECA President, with the proviso that a
three-member committee be formed, shall
appoint the BAP Chair. The Chair, with the
consent of the Board of Directors, shall appoint
the remaining two members.
FUNCTIONS OF THE BAP COMMITTEE
The BAP Committee shall manage and impose
the rules and regulations governing the BAP.
These duties include verification and awarding of
points to the members who have met the criteria,
keeping the proper records, and supplying the
qualified members with the appropriate awards.
The BAP Committee shall periodically review
the rules and regulations for possible
improvements. The Committee will adhere to the
following procedures regarding changes to the
rules and regulations.

fish. So we will continue to harvest nature,
placing beautiful, wild, schooling, open water
cyps in little glass boxes, until legislation is
passed that prevents the existence of our hobby
once and for all. And it will be our own fault,
because we won't adopt a system that encourages
responsible breeding of tank raised fish, and let
wild fish live where they belong.

THE NECA BREEDERS
AWARD PROGRAM
PURPOSE
The Breeders Award Program (BAP) is designed
to stimulate interest and foster knowledge in the
husbandry of Cichlids. Participation in this
program will encourage research into the
conservation of the family Cichlidae and
recognize the achievements of participating
NECA members.
ELIGIBILITY
All members of NECA in good standing may
participate in the program.
BAP CHAIR AND BAP COMMITTEE

1. A Committee member shall propose a
change in writing. Any NECA member
in good standing may propose a change
to a Committee member, who then will
propose the change to the Committee.
2. The Committee will vote on the proposed
change. A majority vote is needed to
carry the change.
a. The Committee will choose a
date for implementation of the
change.
b. The proposed change, with the
effective date, will be published
on the NECA website and in the
club newsletter.
3. Any NECA member in good standing
may appeal a BAP Committee decision
or ruling. All appeals must be made in
writing to the NECA Board of Directors,
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which, after consultation with the BAP
Chair, will make a final decision.
4. If a rule/category change results in the
reduction of points awarded, the change
will not affect previously awarded points.
However, if a rule/category change
increases the amount of points awarded,
the breeder may be eligible for the
additional points provided that all other
requirements (including any new
requirements that may result from the
change) are met.
BAP CRITERIA AND RULES
In order to qualify for the benefits of the Program,
the following criteria have been established:
1. For a breeding to be eligible for the BAP,
the spawning – defined as the physical
mating of fish that produces fertilized
eggs – must occur in the tank of the
NECA member. Broods that are the
result of obtaining eggs or gravid females
from another individual, with the fry
subsequently being hatched in the
member's tank, are not eligible for the
BAP.
2. No hybrids are eligible. If a hybrid is
discovered at a later date, the originally
awarded points will be deducted from the
member's total and a 10-point penalty
will be assessed.
3. Fish have been divided into 2 groups, Old
World and New World. Each of these
groups has been further divided into 4
categories based on ease or difficulty in
breeding a certain species or group of
fish.
4. For any Category A fish, a minimum of
5 fry must be raised for 60 days after
hatching, or release of fry in the case of
mouth brooding fish. For all other fish, a
minimum of 3 fry must be raised for 60
days.
5. Verification:
a. All BAP spawns are subject to 2
checks.
b. First check can be made, in
person (at the breeder’s house)

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

by any current member of
NECA, by emailing a photo of
the fry to a BAP Committee
member, or by posting a photo
(in the BAP Participants area) on
either the website or the
Facebook page.
c. Second check must be made,
approximately 60 days after the
spawn, by a BAP Committee
member. This can either be done
at the breeder's house or, the
appropriate minimum amount of
fry can be brought to a regularly
scheduled NECA meeting for
verification.
d. The Bap Chair or Committee
members may not verify their
own spawns.
It is the breeder's responsibility to assure
his/her points have been properly
verified and reported, to the BAP
Committee, by filling out the required
spawning report form and acquiring the
required signatures for verification.
Completed BAP forms should be
submitted within 90 days of the
spawning.
No points will be awarded for any fish
not on the species list until the BAP
Committee determines the point category
for this fish. The points will be held until
this determination is made. The BAP
Committee will place the fish on the list
within 60 days.
Any new varieties developed exclusively
by a NECA member (i.e., albino forms,
long-finned forms, etc.) will be awarded
bonus points not to exceed double the
original point value of that species. The
new line must be standardized and
accepted into the hobby to be valid.
Family memberships will have their
points awarded to the family. Individual
memberships will have points awarded to
the individual.
The BAP Chair will maintain the official
record of BAP standings. These
standings can also be posted on the
NECA website, on the NECA Facebook
page, and in the NECA newsletter.
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POINTS
Once the above criteria are met, the NECA
breeder will be awarded points according to the
following point schedule.

2.

Point Schedule for Categories:
Category A: 10 points - easy to breed.
Category B: 20 points - more challenging because
of greater aggression or size, or diet or water
quality requirements.
Category C: 30 points - demanding to breed.
These fish require specific maintenance
conditions in regards to water parameters,
aggression control, and/or diet. They are typically
considered "rare or uncommon."

3.

4.

Category D: 50 points - most demanding. These
fish are rarely bred and require great effort on the
part of the breeder due to their size, sensitivity to
water conditions and quality, and/or specialized
dietary requirements.
Bonus Points:
1. First to breed.
a. The first NECA member to
breed a species will be awarded
bonus points equal to the number
normally awarded for that fish.
For example, the first member to
breed a specific Category A fish
will receive the standard 10
points plus an additional 10
points for being the “first to
breed”.
b. A spawn that is recognized as the
first breeding of a species in the
United States will be awarded
the normal points plus a bonus of
50 points.
c. “First to breed” points can be
held for 90 days if there is a
question as to which member
was the first to spawn a specific
fish. The BAP Chair will

5.

6.

determine the recipient of these
points.
Endangered Species.
a. A NECA member who breeds
any species recognized as
endangered in the wild or that is
included in a Species Survival
Program will be awarded 25
bonus points. Breeder will then
be awarded 5 bonus points for
each successful spawn thereafter
(maximum of 5 spawns).
A NECA member who gives a public
presentation on the breeding of a cichlid
will receive 10 bonus points..
A NECA member who auctions off the
fry from a successful spawn will be
awarded points equal to the category of
the species. The fish must be of decent
size, about 1”, and in good health. The
BAP Chair reserves the right to refuse
any fish deemed undersized, in poor
health or deformed. All normal rules of
the Auction/Mini-Auction will apply.
Please designate on the bag and auction
form that these fish are eligible for BAP
points.
A NECA member who provides a written
account of a successful breeding that is
published in the NECA newsletter or
other cichlid/aquarist publication will be
awarded 25 bonus points.
A NECA member who makes a formal
presentation at a NECA meeting or
event, regarding his or her experience
with a successful breeding will be
awarded 10 bonus points.

AWARDS
1. Achievement Level Awards.
a. BAP Awards will be presented
to NECA members who attain
the following levels of breeding
achievement:
i.
Breeder (Level 1) – 70
points (minimum of 5
species)
–
Club
announcement
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ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

viii.

Breeder (Level 2) – 150
points (minimum of 10
species) - Certificate
Intermediate
Breeder
(Level 1)– 250 points
(minimum
of
15
species) - Certificate
Intermediate
Breeder
(Level 2)– 350 points
(minimum
of
20
species) - Certificate
Advanced
Breeder
(Level 1) – 500 points
(minimum
of
35
species) - Certificate
Advanced
Breeder
(Level 2)– 1000 points
(minimum
of
50
species) - Plaque
Master Breeder – 1500
points (minimum of 75
species) - Plaque
Grand Master – 2000
points (minimum of 100
species) – Plaque &
bonus award*

*Bonus award to be determined
by BAP Committee
2. Special Awards
a. Annual Top Breeder Award. A
Certificate will be awarded, each
year, to the NECA member who
has accumulated the most BAP
points during the year. “The
year” will be defined as the 12
months between the annual
December meetings (Holiday
party).
b. Rarity Breeding Award. On
occasion, and with the consent of
the current NECA President (or
Vice-President, should the
President be under consideration
for the award), the BAP
Committee may elect to
recognize a singular breeding
achievement by a NECA
member. That member shall

receive a special certificate
recognizing
his
or
her
achievement.
POINT SCHEDULE

Category A - 10 Points
Old World
Alticorpus
Astatoreochromis
Astatotilpia
Aulonocara
Chilotilapia
Corematodus
Cynotilapia
Genyochromis
Gephyrochromis
Haplochromis sp.
Hemichromis **
Iodotropheus
Labeotropheus **
Labidochromis
Lamprologus brevis
Lamprologus multifasciatus
Lamprologus similis
Lamprologus sp. margarae
Lethrinops
Lichnochromis
Melanochromis
Metriaclima
Neochromis
Neolamprologus tetracanthus
Neolamprologus brichardi
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Neolamprologus pulcher
Paralabidochromis
Pelvicachromis pulcher
Petrotilapia
Pseudocrenilabrus
Pseudotropheus
Pundamilia
Pyxichromis
Thoracochromis
Tilapia
Trematocranus

New World
Aequidens sp. (The Blue and Green Acaras)
Archocentrus centrarchus
Bujurquina sp.
Cichlasoma sp. (The Black Acaras)
Cryptoheros altoflavus
Cryptoheros myrnae
Cryptoheros nanoluteus
Cryptoheros nigrofasciatus
Cryptoheros panamensis
Cryptoheros sajica
Cryptoheros septemfasciatus
Cryptoheros sp. "Honduras Red Point"
Cryptoheros spilurus
Geophagus sp. **
Guinacara sp.
Gymnogeophagus sp. **
Herichthys carpintis
Herichthys cyanoguttatus
Herotilapia multispinossa
Krobia sp.
Laetacara sp. (curviceps, dorsigerus)
Nannacara sp.
Neetroplus nematopus
Rocio octofasciata
Thorichthys meeki

Category B - 20 points
Old World
Altolamprologus calvus
Altolamprologus compressiceps
Altolamprologus fasciatus
Aristochromis
Aulonocranus
Benitochromis
Buccochromis
Callochromis
Cardiopharynx
Chalinochromis
Chromidotilapia
Copadichromis
Ctenochromis
Cyprichromis
Cyrtocara
Didmidiochromis
Diplotaxodon
Docimodus
Eretmodus
Grammatotria
Greenwoodochromis
Haplochromis ahli
Haplochromis bethicola
Hemichromis elongates
Hemichromis fasciatus
Interochromis
Julidochromis
Katria
Labeotropheus marmalade cat
Labeotropheus trewavasae orange x orange
Lamprologus (lake species) **
Lepidiolamprologus
Limnochromis
Limnotilapia
Mbipia
Microdontochromis
Nanochromis
Neolamprolgus **
Nimbochromis
Orthochromis
Otopharynx
Paracyprichromis
Paratilapia
Pelvicachromis **
Placidochromis
Protomelas
Ptychochromis
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Ptychochromoides
Rhamphochromis
Sciaenochromis
Spathodus
Steatocranus
Tanganicodus
Telmatochromis
Tropheops
Tylochromis
Tyrannochromis
Variabilichromis
Xenotilapia spilopterus
Xenotilapia flavipinnis

Thorichthys socolofi
Vieja argentea
Vieja heterospila
Vieja regani
Category C - 30 Points
Old World

New World
Australoheros ('Cichlasoma' facetum )
Amphilophus citrinellus
Amphilophus labiatus
Amphilophus longimanus
Amphilophus macracanthus
Amphilophus trimaculatum
Apistogramma sp.
Apistogrammoides
exCichlasoma altomaculatum
exCichlasoma salvini
exCichlasoma uropthalmus
Cleithacara maronii
Herichthys bartoni
Heros sp.
Hypselecara sp.
Hypsophrys nicaraguensis
Mesonauta festivum
Microgeophagus altispinosa
Microgeophagus ramerezi
Parachromis freidrichsthalli
Parachromis loiselli
Parachromis managuensis
Parachromis motaguensis
Paratheraps bifasciatum
Paratheraps breidorhi
Paratheraps guttalatus
Paratheraps hartwegi
Paratheraps synspilus
Paratheraps zonatus
Pterophyllum scalare (1 domestic variety)
Thorichthys affinis
Thorichthys aureum
Thorichthys maculipinnis
Thorichthys helleri
Thorichthys pasionis

Asprotilapia
Baileychromis
Bathybates
Champsochromis
Cunningtonia
Cyphotilapia
Ectodus
Etroplus
Gnathochromis
Haplotaxodon
Hemibates
Hemitilapia
Lamprologus (all riverine)
Lestredea
Lobochilotes
Neolamprologus nigriventris
Neolamprologus sexfasciatus (gold)
Neolamprologus tretocephalus
Petrochromis trewavasae
Petrochromis famula
Plecodus
Serranochromis
Simochromis
Stigmatochromis
Trematocara
Tropheus
Xenotilapia **
New World
Amphilophus alfari
Amphilophus altifrons
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Amphilophus amarillo
Amphilophus bussingi
Amphilophus calobrensis
Amphilophus diquis
Amphilophus hogaboomorus
Amphilophus lyonsi
Amphilophus margaritifer
Amphilophus nourissati
Amphilophus rhytisma
Amphilophus robertsoni
Amphilophus rostratus
Amphilophus sagittae
Amphilophus xiloaensis
Amphilophus zaliosus
Archocentrus spinosissimus
Astronatus sp.
Batrachops sp.
Caquetaia sp.
Chuco godmanni
Chuco intermedium
Chuco microthalmus
Cichla sp.
exCichlasome Beani
exCichlasome Bocourti
exCichlasoma festae
exCichlasoma grammodes
exCichlasoma islantum
exCichlasoma ornatum
exCichlasoma tuyrense
Crenicara sp.
Crenicichla sp.
Dicrossus sp.
Geophagus crassilabrus
Geophagus surinamensis var.
Gymnogeophagus gymnogenys
Gymnogeophagus labiatum
Gymnogeophagus lacustrus
Herichthys deppii
Herichthys labridens
Herichthys minkleyi
Herichthys pantostictus
Herichthys steindachneri
Nandopsis haitiensis
Nandopsis ramsdeni
Nandopsis tetracanthus
Parachromis dovii
Paraneetroplus bulleri
Paraneetroplus gibbiceps
Paraneetroplus neubuliferum
Paraneetroplus omonti
Paratheraps fenestratus

Paratheraps melanurus
Petenia splendida
Pterophyllum scalare
Satanoperca leucosticta
Satanoperca pappaterra
Symphysodon sp. (1 domestic, 2 F0 wild)
Taeniacara candidi
Teleocichla sp.
Theraps coeruleus
Theraps irregulare
Theraps lentiginosus
Theraps wesseli
Thorichthys callolepis
Tomacichla asfraci
Tomacichla seiboldi
Tomocichla tuba
Uaru amphiacanthoides
Vieja maculicauda
Vieja pearsi
Vieja ufermanni
Category D - 50 Points

Old World
Benthochromis
Boulengerochromis
Cyathopharynx
Neolamprologus sexfascitus (blue)
Ophthalmotilapia
Paretroplus
Perissodus
Petrochromis
Reganochromis
Trematochromis benthicola
Triglachromis otostigma
‘New World
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Acarichthys heckelii
Acaronia sp.
Biotoecus sp.
Biotodoma sp.
Chaetobranchopsis sp.
Chaetobranchus sp.
Hoplarchus psittacum
Pterophyllum altum
Retroculus sp.
Satanoperca acuticeps
Satanoperca daemon
Satanoperca Lilith
Symphysodon discus Heckel

entertaining, informative, and quite motivational
for me. I’ve always been interested in cichlids
from the magical island of Madagascar, and Jim
did not disappoint in his discussion of these rare
and critically endangered gems.
Jim gave us detailed information on how to keep
and spawn cichlids from Madagascar. They do
well in most water conditions and in mixed
species tanks, where Jim said he keeps most of
his fish, and he has bred them successfully in
those conditions. I think the most interesting
aspect of their breeding process is the unusual
color of their eggs. Pink eggs – how cool is that?

Catfishes - 10 Points
All catfish species

THE MAGIC OF
MADAGASGAR
T E XT B Y S A N D Y F E D E R

Like many island species, Madagascan fish
are found nowhere else in the world. With
beauties like Paretroplus nourissati and
Ptychochromis grandidieri, it is no wonder
that these fish are attracting the attention of
hobbyists around the world.

Paratilapia sp. ‘Andapa’ – image by Jim Cumming

I

n November NECA had the opportunity to
meet Jim Cumming, who traveled all the way
from Winnipeg to give a talk about the
cichlids of Madagascar. His presentation was

Ptychochromis grandidieri ‘East Coast Gold’ – image
by Jim Cumming
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Madagascar is a land of unique beauty, but
unfortunately it is quickly becoming a land of lost
habitat and vanishing species. Deforestation has
led to massive soil erosion, turning the rivers red
with silt and destroying fish populations. It is
entirely possible that the Madagascan fish we
love so much will become extinct within a few
years. Conservation efforts are a high priority for
us hobbyists, and Jim has really taken that to
heart. The number of species he keeps and
successfully spawns is amazing. From
Paratilapia
sp.
andapa,
Ptychochromis
grandidieri and Paretroplus nourissati to my
personal favorite, Paretroplus menarambo, and
many more, he’s got quite the collection. What a
treat it would be to visit a fishroom full of such
wonderful species of critically endangered fish!

We moved to a tiny little house in the interim of
purchasing the 200 year old farmhouse in which
I grew up in a rural town in Connecticut. I had a
younger brother and sister, mom divorced and
raised us alone, sometimes working 3 jobs to
make ends meet. It seems they never did meet.
There was no time, nor money, for aquariums.
By the early '80's, jobs were plentiful and paid
well, the kids were older, preteens and teenagers
now, and Mom decided to get an aquarium again.
There was no such thing as big box pet stores in
the '80's, at least not in Connecticut.
She
purchased a 55 gallon aquarium, which was
absolutely HUGE compared to what we had in
the 60's. The owner of the store she purchased it
from was quite knowledgeable, and during their
conversation about starting up again, he
suggested African cichlids, due to our very hard,
alkaline well water at the farmhouse. I recall him
telling her that they were as colorful, active and
interesting as saltwater without the expense and
hassle of saltwater.

Paretroplus menarambo – image by Jim Cumming

To be active in the conservation of these fish and
the others that are threatened with extinction, you
can become a C.A.R.E.S. member and breeder by
contacting me at Dispatch273@gmail.com
Labeotrophus trewevase "Marmalade Cat" (male)

HOW I GOT STARTED
T E XT A N D I M A G E S B Y M I C H E L L E
SCHAALMAN IVES

A

s a young child about 3 or 4 years of age,
I remember my mother's aquariums in
the 60's. Slate bottom, steel frame on an
iron base with green bubbler filter housing
swordtails, neons and gouramis. I loved to sit and
watch the fish swim peacefully, the green bubbler
was mesmerizing.

We had red zebra's and cobalt zebras (back in
those days they were Pseudotrophus sp. zebra),
and we were told that the reds were females, and
the cobalts were the males.
We had
Melanochromis auratus, and marveled at the
color change of the males as they mature. My
favorite fish in the tank, however, was the
Melanochromis johanni. He was King of the
tank, an absolutely gorgeous velvety looking jet
black with such contrasting bright purple spots all
along his horizontal line. I would sit for hours on
the floor in front of the tank, watching the fish
interact, so vibrantly colored and active. I recall
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at one point Mom doing a water change,
siphoning water to the sink, which she suddenly
realized she had siphoned little fry into the sink!
She saved as many as she could, and from then on
was very careful when vacuuming gravel.
I grew up, turned 18 and moved out on my own.
I recall someone giving me a fish they no longer
wanted, I set up an aquarium and named him “Mr.
Fish”. I believe he was a male green Texas, a
lovely specimen. No matter where I lived or how
small the apartment, I always kept at least a betta.
In 1991 I married and purchased a home in the
town I grew up in. By 1993 I had a 55 gallon
tank, and began stocking it with Mbuna. I had
similar hard, alkaline well water, so the Africans
were of course my choice. There were many
more species available at the time, and Mom and
I would spend the weekends “going fishing”,
hitting our local fish stores to see what new and
interesting stock they got in. We had a regular
route we drove, at least monthly. We talked to all
the staff and owners, and learned more and more.
I started to see some Tanganyikans enter the
hobby, and was enamored with their unique
appearance and habits. They were much, much
more expensive than the more commonly
available mbuna. I purchased Ad Konings’
books, and read them cover to cover. I had all the
species memorized. Unfortunately that has all
changed and I have to relearn it all again! By the
mid-'90's, Netscape arrived on the scene, and I
joined a cichlid aquarium group on Netscape. I
learned even more, and saw photos of even more
unique (at the time) species of Africans.
In 1997 I had my first child, the second in 2001.
I scaled down from 13 tanks to just one, I kept the
120 gallon going with Smith, the blackbelt cichlid
(Vieja maculicauda) that lived approximately 20
years, and about 100 little buffalo-heads that kept
breeding and breeding and breeding. Every so
often I would net them and bring them to my LFS
to cut the numbers down.

Copadichromis borleyi Kandango

The kids are now older, I am divorced, and started
back into keeping Africans a couple of years ago.
I am up to 9 tanks. In the 120 gallon I have Haps
and Peacocks, the 90 gallon which my daughter
and I dragged up from the garage is the
Tanganikyan community tank, a 75 gallon
Mbuna tank, a 55 gallon American tank with
Acara, Angels & Geophagus sp. with some
community fish, a 40 gallon Victorian tank, and a
few smaller grow out and fry tanks

Placidochromis Phenochilus Tanzania ‘Star
Sapphire’ (juvenile male)

I have found a plethora of information available
on the web, online ordering, have met some
fantastic private breeders on Facebook groups,
and am continuing to thoroughly enjoy all the
hobby has to offer, as well as the friends I’m
making!
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passion for African cichlids along with the help
and support from my family and friends.
I am an avid aquarist and love all aspects of our
hobby. I have been lucky to have traveled around
the globe, visiting some amazing places and
getting to see some incredible underwater species
from tiny tetras to gigantic whales.

http://www.carespreservation.com/introduction.html

Founded in 2004, the CARES (Conservation,
Awareness, Recognition, Encouragement, and
Support) Preservation Program is based on the
critical and timely significance of Conservation,
our Awareness as hobbyists of the issues
involved, and the public Recognition of
members, offering Encouragement and Support
for those who take part in playing a vital role in
ensuring a positive future for species at risk. The
purpose of the CARES Preservation Program is
to encourage hobbyists worldwide to devote tank
space to one or more species at risk, while
forming an information network between
aquarists, scientists, and conservationists.

THE WONDER OF
CICHLIDS
T E XT A N D I M A G E S B Y T R E V O R O ’ S H E A

My name is Trevor O’Shea and I’m the proud
owner of The Wonder of Cichlids. For me to have
built a hatchery and breed these beautiful fish is a
dream come true, made possible by my love and

To observe so many people working in a variety
of fields with their fish, gave me the burning
desire to one day build my own hatchery. I have
kept many species of fish over my lifetime, but it
was the African cichlid that captured my heart.
These fish have it all, with amazing shapes and
color, unusual and varied habits, and an always
varying way of interacting with each other, and
with me!
As proprietor of The Wonder of Cichlids, I have
great pride in the fish I breed. I purchase only the
best fish, all with show quality color and shape.
The groups I breed are almost all wild caught
imports, supplemented by stock obtained from
other quality breeders.
My inventory is kept in the best possible
conditions, with pristine water, while being fed
the best food available. I don’t resort to any
shortcuts, which may cost a bit more in money
and time, but always gets the best out of each fish
I raise.
I’m a hobbyist first, and having been a customer
of so many breeders over the years, I know what
my customers expect and I deliver it over and
over again. Please feel free to contact me with any
inquiries and I will endeavor to assist in any way
possible.
I look forward to seeing you on the 13th.
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IMPORTANT WEBSITES
www. http://www.necichlids.com/
http://www.acaconvention2015.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/23631413745
9/

FOR SALE!

Peacocks
Aulonocara stuartgranti "Ngara Flametail" 1in
$5,
Aulonocara ‘Dragon’s Blood Peacock 1in $4
Aulonocara "blueberry" OB peacock 1in $4
Tangs
F1 Cyphotilapia frontosa (Kigoma)
1in $12(4available, more growing out)

Coming Soon (fry growing out)
Placidochromis sp. ''Phenochilus Tanzania''
Lupingu
Pseudotropheus williamsi
Placidochromis phenochilus Mdoka White Lips
Copadichromis azureus
Otopharynx lithobathes black orange dorsal
F1 Aulonocara stuartgranti (Hongi Is.)

Beantown Aquatics
Woburn Ma, 508-565-8337
Current stock list

NECA POSITIONS OF
RESPONSIBILITY

Mbuna
Pseudotropheus socolofi albino ''Snow
White' 1.5in $6

Haplochromines
Protomelas sp. "Steveni Taiwan" (Taiwanee
Reef) 1.25in $6
Protomelas sp. ''Steveni Imperial'' Likoma
''Tangerine Tiger'' 1.25in $7
Placidochromis sp. ''Electra Blackfin'' Makonde
''Yellow'' 1in $5
Placidochromis electra Likoma ''Deep Water''
1in $5
Chilotilapia rhoadesii 1in $5
Otopharynx lithobates (Zimbawe Rock) 1in $6
Protomelas taeniolatus “super red empress”
1in $6
Protomelas spilonotus (Mara Rocks), 1.5in $7
Tramitichromis sp. "Intermedius" 1.25in $6
Cyrtocara moorii 1in $5, 1.75in $7
Protomelas sp. "spilonotus tanzania" 1.5in $7

President: Peter George (Distichodus)
petergeorge@verizon.net
Vice President: Mike Liu (fishymike)
Mike@berkshiredesign.com
Treasurer: Jim Cormier (jmtrops)
jimcormier@charter.net
Recording Secretary: Erskine Plummer (zebra34)
plummer382@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor: Peter George (distichodus)
petergeorge@verizon.net
ACA Liaison: Jim Cormier (jmtrops)
NEC Delegate: Jim Kenniston (tangJim)
jkenniston@sbcglobal.net
Paretroplus menarambo with a spawn – image by
Jim Cumming

Editor’s Notes: Thanks to Jim Kenniston,
Mike Liu, Sandy Feder, Jim Cumming, Jim
Cormier, Michelle Schaalman Ives, and Trevor
O’Shea for this month’s articles and images.
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