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BE THE CHANGE YOU WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLD. 
           ~ MAHATMA GANDHI

Gandhi Brigade Youth Media is on the brink of an exciting transformation —  

an opportunity that has been 10 years in the making. 

In January of 2008, Richard Jaeggi 

founded the organization with the belief 

that teaching young people media skills 

would give them a voice, develop the 

next generation of leaders and shape 

social consciousness in the process. With 

very few tools and no home base, Gandhi 

Brigade set out to create a safe space for 

disenfranchised teens in our community. 

And despite a nomadic existence, our 

programs have flourished, enabling more 

than 500 youth to become leaders at 

school and in their neighborhoods.

For a decade now, Gandhi Brigade has 

searched for the right permanent home. 

As libraries are a natural gathering place 

for youth, the Montgomery County library 

system was key to our early success, 

playing host to many of Gandhi Brigade’s 

inaugural programs.

We now have an unparalleled opportunity:  to transform the lower level of the 

Silver Spring Library into a new community center – enabling more youth, and 

adults of all ages, an opportunity to learn how to express themselves through 

the media arts. 

We are excited to invite you to join Gandhi Brigade’s Expanding Our Voices 

campaign today.



OUR MISSION OF SOCIAL ACTION

Montgomery County is recognized as having one of the most diverse communities in 
the country. But our diversity isn’t limited to race and ethnic background – we also 
have an extremely broad economic base. Wealthy subdivisions lie near low-income 
neighborhoods and burgeoning urban centers, creating vast income disparities.  
Gandhi Brigade was founded in part to help bridge these divides. 

We offer after-school programs that train middle and high school students in digital 
media skills, encouraging them to become engaged in issues that are important to 
them. Our programs teach young people how to craft effective media messages while 
helping them understand complex civic issues. They learn to find their voice and are 
empowered to initiate change in their communities.

Our youth have created a wide range of media projects: from award winning docu-
mentaries on Maryland’s juvenile justice system, immigration and police accountabili-
ty to public service announcements on cyber-bullying, drunk driving and the benefits 
of diversity. Gandhi Brigade participants are at the forefront of digital multimedia 
advocacy. The 150 students who currently participate in our countywide programs 
ensure youth voices are heard. At the same time, they are learning important and 
marketable skills.

 1300 Youth Served

 325 Media Projects 

 26 Film Festivals 

 6 Awards



OUR PLAN FOR GROWTH
For our entire 10-year history, Gandhi Brigade has operated in churches, libraries 
and storefronts. Not having a permanent home has made it difficult for us to fully 
realize the full potential of our innovative digital programs. 

With a 20-year lease in hand, we now have a chance to expand both our programs 
and our scope of service in a new home at the Silver Spring Library. 

Having a permanent space gives Gandhi Brigade the exciting opportunity to re-
think and expand the organization’s programming. We envision growing from 150 
students at 12 countywide sites to serving more than 400 youth a month in our 
new center as well as offsite locations. And that doesn’t include special events 
and gatherings, like our annual Montgomery County Youth Media Film Festival.  

Our new programming priorities include:

Free after-school programming: We will be able to increase our signature me-
dia-training program from one day a week to three, providing more after school 
opportunities for youth in the community .

Production classes for teenage girls: Studies show that girls thrive when work-
ing in same sex groups. With our new space, we’ll have the resources to create an 
empowering, peer to peer environment specifically geared for young women to 
learn and create media arts.

Web design and video gaming: We see the future and it is coding. Coding is 
integral for many aspects of the media arts that we haven’t had an opportunity to 
explore – including web design, games and apps. Classes like this will help fill the 
estimated 1 million job void in computer sciences .

GED & re entry programs: With a state-of-the-art facility comes the opportunity 
for new partnerships with government agencies and area nonprofits to provide job 
and technology training programs for individuals in need of continuing education.

Workshops for seniors: Seniors are clamoring for opportunities to learn how to 
use technology, and we know there is wealth of talent amongst our youth. We en-
vision intergenerational classes being taught by professional instructors alongside 
our youth participants. Seniors will learn valuable skills while our youth take on 
expanded leadership roles – all the while building and strengthening community.  
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OUR CAMPAIGN FOR A COMMUNITY SPACE
Expanding Our Voices is an ambitious campaign to raise $550,000, ensuring we achieve 
our vision of a multi-generational community media arts center. 

Gandhi Brigade was chosen to occupy the library space by the Montgomery County 
Executive and County Council in a highly competitive process. Our selection demon-
strates the County’s support in our mission, as well as our ability to maximize use of 
the space for the community’s benefit. 

Our new center will include: a digital media lab with 15–18 individual workstations, a 
hangout lounge for small gatherings and casual conversation, a production studio,  
offices for our expanding staff, and a retractable wall to open the entire space for 
large events, community dialogues and screenings.   

The $550,000 we raise will supply funds to build-out the space, with the yearly cost 
of the lease funded through our operational budget. Specifically, the campaign will 
cover the following: 

Physical Infrastructure Improvements
(general construction)  $219,600

Increased Programming Capacity 
(additional staff and office furnishings) $124,000

Rent, Utilities and Internal Security Systems $66,000

Digital Media Lab (computers, desks) $49,000

General Expenses $47,400

Kitchenette & Bathroom  $27,500

Teen Lounge $16,500

TOTAL $550,000
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HELP US EXPAND OUR VOICES

Meeting our goal and raising $550,000 in pledges over the next three years will require 
unprecedented support from fellow community members as well as local business and 
foundation donors. We are grateful for the extraordinary generosity of the many community 
leaders who have already voiced their support for nearly $300,000. 

We welcome gifts of all sizes:

 COMMUNITY GIFT MAP
3-Year Gift Amount Number of Gifts Total

$200,000 1 $200,000

$100,000 1 $100,000

$75,000 1 $75,000

$50,000 1 $50,000

$25,000 2 $50,000

$10,000 2 $20,000

$5,000 3 $15,000

$2,500 6 $15,000

$1,000 15 $15,000

UP to $999 100 $10,000

TOTAL 132 $550,000

Gandhi Brigade’s Expanding Our Voices campaign is an exciting opportunity for the 
community to support social justice through the creation of a communal space for people 
of all ages in Silver Spring.  Gandhi Brigade relies on the generosity of people like you 
who believe in our mission and want to expand it by creating a center that will allow more 
people to access our programs.

Please join your friends and neighbors and let your own voice be heard in support of 
Gandhi Brigade’s Expanding Our Voices Community Campaign. 

For more information about the campaign, please contact:

Evan Glass, Executive Director
evan@gandhibrigade.org
301.592.1900
www.gandhibrigade.org
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Gifts of $500 or more will 

be recognized at the 

following giving levels:

All gifts are tax deductible

expanding our voices
Pledge Form

$100,000+

$ 75,000 –  99,999

$ 25,000 –   74,999

$ 15,000 –   24,999

$ 10,000 –  14,999

$ 5,000 –   9,999

$ 2,500 –    4,999

$ 1,000 –    2,499

$ 500 –       999

CAMPAIGN PLEDGE

I will contribute a tax-deductible 

gift/binding pledge in the total 

amount of: 

$

I am paying in full now

I pledge to pay as follows:

On a 

❒  Monthly ❒  Quarterly ❒  Yearly

Basis over a

❒ 1-Year  ❒  2-Year  ❒ 3-Year

Period

PAYMENT METHOD

❒ Cash or Check payable to 

Gandhi Brigade

Or

❒ Credit Card

Card #

Expires  /  CVV:

Signature

Date

I will pay the 3% processing

fee to be able to use my credit card

CONTACT INFORMATION

First Name  Last Name

Street Address

City  State  Zip  Telephone

Email address

Please indicate how your name should be listed for recognition purposes:

❒ Please check the box if you would like to remain anonymous

Questions about your Campaign Gift? Contact Evan Glass at 301-592-1900 or evan@gandhibrigade.org

Please mail your pledge form to PO Box 7381, Silver Spring, MD 20907.

Or

Community Campaign for Gandhi Brigade

Help us expand our voices with your g i f t  or pledge today!



FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:

Evan Glass, Executive Director

evan@gandhibrigade.org

www.gandhibrigade.org

Gandhi Brigade Youth Media is a 501(c)3 

nonprofit organization.  

All donations are tax deductible. 

LEADERSHIP
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Erin Essenmacher, Co-Chair

Lynn Hughes, Co-Chair
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Carol Rubin
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Hawa Toure

Partap Verma

Campaign Leadership

Honorary Chair

Congressman Jamie Raskin

Catherine Leggett

Campaign Committee

Dolores McDonagh, Co-Chair

Vicki Warren, Co-Chair

Lynn Bock

Erin Essenmacher

Lynn Hughes

Evan Glass, Executive Director


