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Last Christmas it was 10 years since the 
Boxing Day Tsunami that killed Isabella 
and devastated vast areas across Thailand, 
Indonesia and Sri Lanka, where Isabella was on 
holiday with her family.

10 years is a long time: just consider what 
you have achieved in 10 years; the life you 
have had.  And 10 years is a long time of 
grieving for all those who lost loved ones in 
the Tsunami.  

Set up early in 2005 in memory of one little 
girl killed by the Boxing Day Tsunami, the 
Isabella Fund was initially a Disaster Relief 
Fund, helping children whose lives were 
destroyed by the aftermath of the tsunami.  

Today it continues to do just that and 
more.........it is dedicated to improving the 
quality of lives of children in Sri Lanka.  Help us 
to ‘make a child smile’ every day.....

we totally depend upon 
the generosity of our 
supporters and could 
not do it without you.

Children look out from the windows of Isabella’s new library and computer centre at Canadapura Orphanage.  
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VIEW FROM SRI LANKA

Did the Tsunami really happen? Anyone who lives 
inland in Sri Lanka, out of sight of the ocean, would 
have had no idea of the disaster which unfolded on 
Boxing Day morning in 2004.

The first sign that something was wrong was a 
great exodus of cars and vans as people fled the 
coast for the safety of the interior.

My wife Shalika, who is Sinhalese, was walking to 
her parents’ home in Tissamaharama, 10km from 
the coast, when a procession of cars carrying 
injured survivors came rushing past. “Get out of 
the way,” the drivers shouted at her. “There’s been 
a huge swell.” At that time no-one was familiar with 
the word Tsunami.

As the day went on the full scale of the disaster 
became apparent. Even 10 years on it is hard to 
believe that a single trigger, a displacement of the 
ocean, could wreak such havoc across such a vast 
sweep of the world.

In Sri Lanka, the 10th anniversary of the Tsunami 
passed quietly. The day saw a break in the 
incessant rain which had been lashing the country 
bringing floods and landslides, blocking railway 
lines and displacing nearly 1 million people. The 

weather on the day was overcast and gloomy, quite 
unlike the bright sunshine of Boxing Day 2004.

A decade on, most of the Tsunami debris has been 
removed, although you can still see ruined houses 
here and there. The more tangible legacy of the 
Tsunami is all the new houses and roads which 
have been built using Tsunami funds. People who 
lost their homes now live in huge townships laid 
out in neat rows one or two kilometers away from 
the sea. 

The coastal road from Galle to Hambantota was 
completely rebuilt using Tsunami development 
money.

Children who were caught in the Tsunami are now 
doing A-Levels or starting university. According 
to the official figures, 35,322 people in Sri Lanka 
died in the Tsunami and 3,954 children lost one 
parent. Some 979 children lost both mother and 
father. In most cases children were taken in to live 
with aunts and uncles and relatively few went into 
orphanages. It was a selfless act by families who 
had very little money to spare.

There is one more legacy of the Tsunami: our 
Isabella playgrounds. 

They are bringing a smile to thousands of Sri 
Lankan children and helping them to forget those 
dark memories.

The Isabella Fund is indebted to volunteer Jon 
Ashworth who oversees the charity’s work in Sri Lanka

SWINGS AND ROUNDABOUTS

We at Isabella’s charity consider 
the Isabella playgrounds as the 
quintessence of everything the Fund 
stands for.  Out of all the wonderful 
things that you help the charity do for 
children, the playgrounds are the truest 
embodiment of Isabella.

“Isabella was a fun-loving, giggling child so it is 
really fitting that her charity helps other children 
have fun too.” Isabella’s mum.

The fund last year installed more playgrounds than 
any other year and is about to open its 14th in total.  
One of last year’s playground sponsors was charity 
patron Sir Andrew Walker-Okeover who now has 
his name on the playground plaque at Olu Nursery 
School.  

Olu means Lotus in Sinhala. This friendly little pre-
school near Tissa in the South East of Sri Lanka 
is built on to the home of the teacher and her 
husband. The school started in 2010 with only five 
children and now has 53.   Although situated in a 
poor area the school is a well-run place, and the 
children are always neat and tidy with well turned-
out uniforms. 

Kim says that her proudest moments in running the 
charity came when visiting the official opening of an 
Isabella playground, on their last visit to Sri Lanka.  
“It was incredible to hear the children laughing and 
having so much fun and it really felt as if Isabella’s 
spirit was with us that day.”

She added:

“Every time a child laughs on the slide or the 
swings or the roundabout there are echoes of 
Isabella’s laughter in their smiles as it is Isabella 
who has put the smile there.  If angels get wings
every time a child laughs, then Isabella should have 
the biggest, shiniest wings in heaven.  She would 
like that – a lot.”

If you would like to make a donation towards a 
playground or even hold a fundraising event to 
sponsor a complete playground and get your name 
and organisation on the playground plaque, please 
email info@isabellapeatfield.com

next issue

News on our latest playground 
at Kataragama, paid for by 
a very generous supporter 
who felt inspired to help after 
hearing about the Fund’s work 
on television.

The Tsunami devastated vast areas of Sri Lanka
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In the deep south of Sri Lanka, right on the 
very tip of the tear-shaped island, nestled 
between the larger towns of Matara and 
Hambantota, you can find Tangalle.  It is not 
a well-known part of the island with tourists 
and the majority of its population is poor, 
scraping a small living from fishing.  It is the 
village where the Peatfields were holidaying, 
staying in a beach villa situated with the sea 
on one side and a deep lagoon on the other, 
during Christmas 2014. And it is the place 
where Isabella lost her life.  

Today it is also close to where Canadapura 
Orphanage is situated. The orphanage was 
built for victims of the Tsunami in 2010 and 
today is a leafy, quiet safe haven for dozens 
of children, both boys and girls, of all ages.  
In 2012 Kim, Tristan and Louis Peatfield 
opened an Isabella Playground here and 
now, this Children’s Village as their residents 
call it, is home to one of the Fund’s biggest 
projects – a new Isabella Library.

SPOTLIGHT  The New Isabella Library and Computer Centre

In each issue of The Pink Elephant we throw the spotlight on one area of our 
fundraising activities, or on one major sponsor or fundraiser, to see the difference 
they make.  In this issue we take a look at Canadapura Orphanage in Tangalle, where 
Isabella’s Fund is building a new library and computer centre.
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THE ISABELLA FUND REALLY DOES MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

Just before Christmas, some of the Fund’s 
projects were visited by Daily Mail reporter 
David Williams.  David had visited Sri Lanka 
soon after the Boxing Day Tsunami, as well 
as many times since, and he was keen to see 
how things had changed in 10 years.
He tells us about his visit.

Ten years ago headmaster Keembiya Premalal stood 
in the wreckage of his devastated school on the 
seafront in Galle and told me : ‘The bricks are broken 
but not our spirit, I want to see my children smile 
again, to live again.

‘I want to rebuild and give them an education that will 
allow them a chance of a better life – in Sri Lanka, we 
believe, education and love are the most important 
things we can give.’

I was reminded of Mr Premalal’s brave, determined 
and ambitious words in December when I visited the 
Canadapura Orphanage set in verdant grounds on 
the edge of Tangalle where two dozen boys and girls 
are based.

Reached via a long drive where giant lizards and 
peacocks shelter in the shade of tamarind trees, it 
is a haven of calm, education and love – allowed to 
flourish with the help of the fund set-up in Isabella’s 
memory.

When the children first arrived they were still deeply 
traumatised, haunted by what had happened to 
their families and homes, some afraid of the water, 
some virtually robbed of speech by what they had 
witnessed – the harrowing drawings of girls as young 
as four depicting the death and destruction that had 
surrounded them.

Now, according to matron Kumari Senanayake, those 
days are a dark memory and they are able to smile, 
laugh and play like any child should.

On their open-air playground – one of 14 in Sri Lanka 
established through donations as part of the legacy 
to Isabella - children delight in playing, their cries of 
excitement carrying on the wind.

A two minute walk away the dormitory 
block, library and computer rooms 
were near completion when I visited, 
their construction a cause of more 
excitement for both children and 
staff.

Thanks to the Isabella Fund, 
the children will soon be able to 
learn, study and communicate with 
the outside world without leaving 
Canadapura.

Nine year-old Jayasooriya Patabedige 
summed-up their feelings : ‘It is a gift of 
learning we have been given through Isabella and 
we are excited.  Everyone is pleased, we say “Thank You”.’

During some 30-years covering disasters and their 
aftermath around the world, I have often been asked 
how much the donations given by caring individuals 
thousands of miles away watching their televisions 
makes a difference.

It does and there is no better illustration of that than 
what is being done in Sri Lanka in Isabella’s name - 
from the children’s ward at Tangalle Hospital to the 
playgrounds that bring smiles to the communities 
worst hit on Boxing Day 2004.

The reality is that donations given to small charities 
are often much more focused towards specific 
projects and so something tangible can be seen and 
supported, a relationship built and sustained thanks 
to families, fund raisers and volunteers determined to 
help and keep a legacy alive.

There is often greater transparency with smaller 
projects and charities with virtually all the money 
donated reaching the cause for which it is intended.

At centres like Canadapura, each often painful step 
taken in a sponsored walk or run, each cake made 
and sold, each item bought in support of the Isabella 
fund really does make a difference.

The children at Canadapura know the name of 
Isabella and, they say, they know that people in UK 
and beyond are helping them in her name.

David Williams, Chief Reporter, Daily Mail.
To read David’s article for the Daily Mail please 
click on this link: http://tinyurl.com/mlx526u
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SEE YOUR DONATIONS IN ACTION

New Gate for Lotus Pre-school

Meet Rumeshika 

11 year old Rumeshika from Tissa has an 
exciting future to look forward to – thanks to 
members of the Pink Elephant Club. 

Despite attending Weerawila primary school 
in a very empoverished area of Sri Lanka 
Rumeshika amazingly achieved one of the 
highest marks in all of Sri Lanka in her Grade 
5 scholarship exam! 

In Sri Lanka Grade 5 children sit a special 
scholarship exam in August. Those who pass 
get a one-off chance to move to a better 
school and Rumeshika got in to Visakha 
College in Colombo, which is the best girls’ 
school in the country!  She got 189 out of a 
total of 200 in the scholarship exam.

She has finished her first year, Grade 6, at 
Vishakha and is starting Grade 7. But as 
Rumeshika comes from a poor family they 
have been struggling to pay to keep her in 
the capital.  Rumeshika’s father does day-
labourer work around Tissa for which he 
often will only earn £10 a day.  Her mother, 
Indrani, had to pawn her jewellery for Rs. 
50,000 to cover Rumeshika’s first year in 
Colombo. That money has now been used 
up and although Indrani is working as a 
babysitter to pay school fees, there has been 
much anxiety that Rumeshika would have 

to come home and miss her opportunity to 
change her stars.  Now, thanks to members 
of our Pink Elephant Club, that won’t 
happen. We have committed to supporting 
her at this wonderful school right through to 
A Levels!
 
Thank you Pink Elephants!

Isabella’s charity is indebted to the generosity of its 
supporters.  We could not do what we do without the 
kindness of people who make donations.  One of the 
most important ways people donate is by joining our Pink 
Elephant Club.  By making a regular monthly donation you 
can help children further their education, learn a skill or a 
profession and break out of the vicious cycle of poverty. 

 BECOME A PINK ELEPHANT SUPPORTER

Thank you for recent donations which were 
used to buy a brand new, colourful, safe and 
secure gate for this lovely pre-school we 
support near Tissa.

Police Playground 

One of Isabella’s newest playgrounds is at 
Tissa Police station where officers often have 
to handle child abuse cases.  The play area 
gives these children a moment’s respite from 
what can be a terrible ordeal.

New Water Tank 

 Last year Ilam mum Nicky King raised 
hundreds of pounds pounding the roads.  All 
the proceeds went towards a new water tank 
at one of the Fund’s supported Orphanges 
– the Home of Hope near Kandy.  This is a 
large home looking after about 80 children at 
any one time, and fresh water is an essential 
part of their daily needs.  Thank you so much 
Nicky King!

Land Bought for Family 

Reunited by Fund 

As our sponsored children grow up we 
continue to find ways to support them as 
they mature into young adults.  This year the 
Fund purchased a plot of land for the family 
that we helped reunite and have supported 
for several years.  The girls’ father Gamini 
is going to build a small house from the 
proceeds of his business, making sweets. 
Younger daughter Ritmi is helping him with 
the business and elder one Gayani is going 
to classes and getting good marks in her 
continuing studies. 

The Isabella Peatfield Fund Newsletter

Rumeshika is in the middle
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FUNDRAISING NEWS

THIS IS GOING TO BE A BUSY YEAR!  WE 
HAVE THREE MAJOR FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
COMING UP.  PUT THEM IN YOUR DIARY AND 
SEE YOU THERE, WE HOPE!

ART IN THE GARDEN  

We are very excited to announce our first art sale 
in June.
Louise Dunning, Visual Arts Curator at Derby 
Museum and Art Gallery was Isabella’s godmother 
and as a member of the Isabella Fund she is 
organising the event.
“Isabella loved drawing, something she inherited 
from her father Tristan, who is a film and TV 
designer,” said Louise.
“So we thought it would be fitting to hold an art 
trail and sale near Ashbourne, Derbyshire, where 
Isabella lived, to raise money for this cause.” 
To date 20 artists from in and around the Midlands 
region have pledged artworks, ranging from sculptural 
pieces, paintings and jewellery to photography.  
Louise continued:
“We are delighted that so many well-known and 
loved artists who make their work in the region and 
sell it nationally and internationally are willing to 
donate artworks.”
Artists include award winning painters Nick 
Hedderly, Lewis Noble, Steven Ingman and Sarah 
R Key, potter Jeremy James, photographers Nick 
Lockett and Ashley Franklin as well as sculptors 
Rachel Carter, David Booth and Simon Manby, 
who created the bronze Isabella statue, which 
stands in her school grounds at Ilam.
The art sale will take place on Sunday 7 June from 
11 – 4pm in Mappleton, Ashbourne.  It will be 
conducted as a ‘silent bid’ where potential buyers 
fill in a form pledging a price and the ‘winning’ 
highest bidder gets to purchase the piece of art.
There will be refreshments available, including 
Pimms, tea and cakes.
Louise concluded:
“This will be an unique opportunity to buy an 
original, contemporary piece of artwork for your 
home or garden.”

Free entry.

More information on Facebook soon.
http://tinyurl.com/mrfcyw9

THE EVENT IN THE TENT RETURNS

It’s back by popular demand and bigger and 
better than ever!  The Pink Elephant Event in 
the Tent returns this autumn.

Join us on 10th October for a fantastic evening of 
Bollywood fun and glamour in a beautiful marquee 
donated by charity patron Sir Andrew Walker-
Okeover.
A champagne reception will kick off the night with 
live music, disco and 3 course Indian banquet as 
well as lots of other entertainment lined up.  This 
year there will be prizes for guests who have 
embraced the Bollywood theme and donned the 
best outfits. 
Our first ever event in the tent sold out in 2 days so 
make sure you reserve your tickets early!  Only £30 
per ticket, including a bottle of red or white wine 
per table. All profits go directly towards children in 
Sri Lanka.

More information on Facebook soon.
http://tinyurl.com/n7ehjfn

BRING A BOOK TO SCHOOL DAY  

Schools from around the Ashbourne Area will be 
holding a special Isabella Bring a Book to School 
Day on March 2nd.  Primary school children will 
be asked to bring in a new or nearly new book to 
donate to the new library and computer centre at 
Canadapura Orphanage in Tangalle.  The orphans 
are learning English with special English tuition 
every Sunday morning and the new books will be a 
real bonus to their lessons.

FUNDRAISING NEWS  26TH DECEMBER 2014 - 
THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY

As the world seemed to grind to a stop on 
Boxing Day 2004, this year’s 10th anniversary 
saw many people across the world halt for 
a moment and remember the dead from that 
awful disaster.  People in Sri Lanka held 
memorial ceremonies as did friends and family 
of Isabella in her home town of Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire.  
What is now clear is that much good has 
come from the Tsunami.  On a personal 
level for those who lost loved ones that day, 
there can only be grief and suffering.  But on 
a larger scale, the response of individuals, 
charities, NGOs, governments and countries 
alike across the world who all sprung into 
action that day, has no doubt made the world 
a better and safer place for very many.  
Still Waters Orphanage in Tangalle 
commemorated the 10th anniversary with 
a special ceremony of dance, prayers and 
thanksgivings attended by over 300 adults 
and children from the Tangalle area, including 
priests from the Buddhist Temple and 
Christian Ministers from the local churches. 
Frederick George, MBE who runs the Still 
Waters Trust Society said:“Despite some 
sad memories there was a great spirit of 
commemoration and celebration.”

 

Woven Cane Sphere courtesy 
of Rachel Carter

Dovedale Stepping Stones, Autumn by Deb Allitt

The event in the tent

Bring a Book to School Day

Top of Thorpe Cloud. 26/12/2014



The Pink Elephant

Join our Isabella Elephant Club
For a regular monthly contribution from as little as £2 you can become a member 
of our Elephant Club.  All members receive regular updates, a wrist-band and an 
elephant lapel pin.  Members donating £15 or more a month also receive an Isabella 
t-shirt and everyone making donations over £1000 a year has the opportunity to have 
a playground in Sri Lanka named after them.  
Click here to download form: http://tinyurl.com/m4jk786

Become a company sponsor
We are looking for companies to sponsor the Isabella Fund.  As a company sponsor 
you will be able to sponsor your own named playgrounds and put your company 
logo on a playground plaque.  All your employees will be offered the opportunity to 
buy lapel pins and wristbands and you will be able to publicise your company further 
through sponsorship of fundraising events.  If you make regular donations to charities, 
please consider choosing us next time.  All company sponsors will receive profile 
features on their business and the good works their donations have achieved in future 
Pink Elephant newsletters.

Become one of our fundraisers
Get involved and help us raise money.  If you have an event coming up at which you 
could raise some money for charity or have an idea how to raise money, then please 
do get in touch.  We are also looking for helpful, friendly people to help sell our lapel 
pins and wrist-bands at their place of work.  If you think you can help then please do 
get in touch.

You can make a one-off donation online or by cheque
If you can’t commit right now to a regular contribution to our work then please do think 
about making a small one-off donation.  A little goes a very long way in Sri Lanka and 
every penny really does make a difference.

For further information see : http://www.isabellapeatfield.com/#!donate/c1ghi

TAKE 
ACTION 
NOW!
How you can help

JOIN US NOW 
and make a real difference to children in Sri Lanka.  

To find out more you can:  Visit our website www.isabellapeatfield.com

    Follow Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund on Facebook

    Email us at info@isabellapeatfield.com
 

Registered Charity XT28507 

Any donation made to the fund goes directly to support the projects. There is no 
deduction for administration as everyone involved gives their time and support for free.  
Our completely transparent donations procedure means you can see exactly where 
your money goes and the smiles it has put on a child’s face.

We beg you to spare a thought for children who are 
so much worse off than us and how the smallest 
things can make the biggest difference…….
Thank you!
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