
 

 

 
 

Primary Candidates Report Card – Final 
Update 06/24/2018 
Coloradans for Public Education Policy, C4PEP, mission is to cultivate, support, and promote public 
schools that work for all, not just the well connected. It’s the Colorado way: All children have the chance 
to succeed.  We, each of us - parents, educators, students, community members - have a responsibility 
to protect Colorado’s public schools.  A fair shot for each of Colorado's nearly one million public school 
students is at stake. 
 
We believe that public schools are the heart of communities, where the rich traditions of the past meet 
the promise of the future.  Market-based reforms, once viewed as a “cure”, have resulted in separate 
and unequal schools.  Reforms have ignored scholarly evidence regarding how to provide children with 
high-quality, equitable, and effective schooling in their communities.  
 
Our board has 100s of years of experience at all levels of public education, as educators, parents, 
students, school board members, state legislators, and policy experts. We asked all candidates in 
primaries in Colorado to respond to our survey to see how closely their values align with a vision for true 
public schools.  
 
At the beginning of May, we asked candidates from various races, Governor, Colorado Senate and House, 
and Attorney General, from both parties to participate in our candidate survey.  Candidates were asked 
about their opinions regarding key education issues in Colorado: 

● Integrated and inclusive community schools 
● Culturally relevant and engaging curriculum 
● Community-based resources for target student interventions 
● Keeping taxpayer dollars for public schools 
● Community-driven democratically elected school boards, even for charters 
● Reduced reliance on standardized tests  
● Enhanced student, school and district evaluations based on multiple measures - not just 

standardized assessments 
● Campaign finance reform for school board elections 
● Commitment to the teaching profession 

At least one candidate from each of the races we targeted replied to the survey.  We graded the 
responses using a rubric we developed as part of the survey design so that all responses were evaluated 
fairly. This rubric is aligned with C4PEP’s mission and values.  For those candidates who did not submit a 
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survey response, we gave them an incomplete grade.  This is unfortunate since C4PEP members are very 
interested in learning more about candidates in their districts and in statewide races.  Hopefully, they 
will choose to fill out our survey if they make it past the primary. All candidates have an opportunity to 
improve their grades by “doing their homework (filling out the survey),” and allowing C4PEP to interview 
them.  Since our initial report card, several additional candidates have responded to our survey, and 
others have agreed to interviews.  We appreciate candidates taking time to respond.   

Full disclosure:  Candidates’ grades are not an endorsement.  Rather, our grading system shows how 
candidates policies and views align with C4PEP’s mission and values.   
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Governor 
 

Candidate Party Website Grade 

Mike Johnston D https://www.mikejohnstonforcolorado.
com  

Incomplete 

Cary Kennedy D https://carykennedyforgovernor.com/  A 

Greg Lopez R http://greglopez4governor.com  Incomplete 

Donna Lynne D http://lynneforcolorado.com/  B+ 

Victor Mitchell R http://www.vic4gov.com/  Incomplete 

Jared Polis D https://polisforcolorado.com  Incomplete 

Doug Robinson R https://www.dougforcolorado.com  Incomplete 

Walker Stapleton R https://www.stapletonforcolorado.com
/  

Incomplete 

 
 

Mike Johnston 

After repeated attempts to reach his campaign, Mike Johnston did not fill out our survey, thus he 

receives no grade. Beyond the fact that his campaign failed to reach us, Mike Johnston’s track 
record in the Colorado Senate, particularly sponsoring and passing SB 10-191, and his close association 
with Democrats for Education Reform are something that we at C4PEP are very concerned about.  Mike 
Johnston would do well to explain to voters how his positions on education are in alignment with the 
values that C4PEP supports expect.  

Cary Kennedy 

Cary receives an A grade from our survey based on her survey responses as well her track record as 
State Treasurer advocating for public education. She was the author of Amendment 23, and Referendum 
C .  She writes, “My experience as a student and graduate of public schools is a huge reason why public 
education is my #1 priority on this campaign and as Governor. It is also why I have devoted most of my 
career to advocating for public schools.”   

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
https://www.mikejohnstonforcolorado.com/
https://www.mikejohnstonforcolorado.com/
https://carykennedyforgovernor.com/
http://greglopez4governor.com/
http://lynneforcolorado.com/
http://www.vic4gov.com/
https://polisforcolorado.com/
https://www.dougforcolorado.com/
https://www.stapletonforcolorado.com/
https://www.stapletonforcolorado.com/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Amednment23(February2001).pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Colorado_State_Spending,_Referendum_C_(2005)
https://ballotpedia.org/Colorado_State_Spending,_Referendum_C_(2005)
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Greg Lopez 

Greg Lopez’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives no grade.  Based on his interview in 
Westword, we have concerns about his issues on immigration that impact thousands of Colorado 
students and families. If Greg is the final Republican candidate after the primary, we hope to hear from 
him to clarify his views.  

Donna Lynne 

Donna Lynne receives a B+ based on her response to our survey. In her role as Lieutenant Governor she, 
“launched the Education Leadership Council bringing a broad group of stakeholders to the table to build 
consensus around a vision for Colorado's education future.” While this admirable effort, C4PEP 
supporters have hoped for more engagement with parents and other community groups in this process.   

Victor Mitchell 

Victor Mitchell’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives no grade. C4PEP has serious concerns 
about Mr. Mitchell’s positions on immigration, based on his interview in the Colorado Independent, 
particularly when it affects thousands of Colorado students and families. If Victor is the final Republican 
candidate for Governor after the primary, we hope to hear from him. 

Jared Polis 

Jared Polis’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives no grade. While his education platform 
strongly aligns with our values, including free full-day kindergarten and universal preschool, his 
associations with groups like DFER raises red flags. His past positions on charters and vouchers need 
further explanation to C4PEP members and supports.  If Jared is the final Democratic candidate after the 
primary, we hope to hear from him. 

Doug Robinson 

Doug Robinson’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete. Based on his website, 

Greg’s education policy states “Charter schools bring increased innovation and competition, which 
drives all schools to improve. A state-based system of testing and school assessment is critical to 
providing parents and students the information they need to make good school choices.” This is a 
big concern for us at C4PEP.  

Walker Stapleton 

Walker Stapleton’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. We are 
deeply concerned by his policy statement, “Expanding school choice is a critical component of this effort. 
Charter schools provide a low-cost, high-quality education that serves a more diverse student body than 
traditional public schools.”  It is patently untrue that charters serve a more diverse student body.  In fact, 
data from CDE shows that charters serve fewer students with disabilities as well as students with special 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
http://www.westword.com/news/greg-lopez-colorado-governor-2018-interview-10228012
http://www.coloradoindependent.com/168067/victor-mitchell-governor-colorado
https://polisforcolorado.com/education/
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education needs.  Data also shows that charters in Colorado do not outperform neighborhood schools 
when they are compared with schools with similar demographics.   Moreover, Mr. Stapleton’s views on 
immigration stands out as very deep concern for the thousands of Colorado students and families who 
may be impacted. We hope that Mr. Stapleton will fill out our survey if he is the final Republican 
candidate after the primary. 
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Colorado Senate 
 

Candidate Party SD# Website Grade 

Chris Kennedy D 7 https://kennedyforcolorado.
com/  

Incomplete 

Ray Scott R 7 https://www.rayscottforcolo
rado.com/  

Incomplete 

Dan Thurlow R 7  Incomplete 

Tony Sanchez R 24 https://www.tonyforcolorad
o.com/  

Incomplete 

Beth Martinez-Humenik R 24 http://bethmartinezhumenik
.co/  

Incomplete 

Hazel Gibson D 32 https://hazelforcolorado.org
/  

A 

Zach Neumann D 32 https://www.neumannforcol
orado.com/  

Incomplete 

Robert Rodriguez D 32 http://robertforcolorado.co
m/  

Incomplete 

Julie Gonzalez D 34 https://julieforcolorado.com
/  

A 

Alan Kennedy-Schaffer D 34 https://kennedyshaffer.com
/  

A 

Milo Schwab D 34 https://www.miloschwab.co
m/  

Incomplete 

 

Chris Kennedy, Senate District 7  

Chris Kennedy’s campaign (not to be confused with Chris Kennedy from HD 23) did not fill out our 
survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Ray Scott, Senate District 7 

Ray Scott’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
https://kennedyforcolorado.com/
https://kennedyforcolorado.com/
https://www.rayscottforcolorado.com/
https://www.rayscottforcolorado.com/
https://www.tonyforcolorado.com/
https://www.tonyforcolorado.com/
http://bethmartinezhumenik.co/
http://bethmartinezhumenik.co/
https://hazelforcolorado.org/
https://hazelforcolorado.org/
https://www.neumannforcolorado.com/
https://www.neumannforcolorado.com/
http://robertforcolorado.com/
http://robertforcolorado.com/
https://julieforcolorado.com/
https://julieforcolorado.com/
https://julieforcolorado.com/
https://kennedyshaffer.com/
https://kennedyshaffer.com/
https://www.miloschwab.com/
https://www.miloschwab.com/
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Dan Thurlow, Senate District 7 

Dan Thurlow’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Tony Sanchez, Senate District 24 

Tony Sanchez’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Beth Martinez-Humenik, Senate District 24 

Beth Martinez-Humenik’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Hazel Gibson, Senate District 32 

Hazel Gibson responded to our survey and receives an A grade. Hazel’s experience as a student shaped 
her views of the role of access to great public schools and teachers who care.  As a parent with a son on 
the autistic spectrum Hazel knows that our schools need more resources and less testing.  Hazel also 
saw first hand the deleterious effects of closing a community school particularly for students who rely 
on wrap around support services.  Hazel says, “Our schools deserve better, our teachers deserve better, 
our students deserve better, and our communities deserve better.” 

Zach Neumann, Senate District 32 

Zach Newman’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Robert Rodriguez, Senate District 32 

Robert Rodriguez’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Julie Gonzalez, Senate District 34 

Julie Gonzalez replied to our survey and receives an A grade.  We gave high marks for her work as a 
youth coordinator for Padres y Jovenes at several DPS high schools.  Both of her parents were teachers, 
and she saw firsthand the values of education: 

“I grew up in a union teacher household -- my mom taught elementary school my entire 
life, and my dad became a math and special education middle school teacher after he 
retired from ranching when I was a senior in high school. I saw how much they spent of 
their own money to buy supplies for their students. I saw how many hours they worked, 
grading papers and writing lesson plans. My parents saw teaching as a craft to help 
students unlock their full potential in ways that were meaningful to them” 
 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
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Julie took time to talk with C4PEP and shared that she is a supporter of neighborhood schools and has 
seen firsthand how charters like DSST have become “districts within a district,” with too much power 
and little accountability and transparency.  

Alan Kennedy-Schaffer, Senate District 34 

Alan Kennedy-Schaffer receives an A grade for his experience as a teacher in DPS.  His mother and father 
were teachers, and brother is a physics teacher today.  Alan related to C4PEP that he has experience as a 
appointed school board member (vacancy appointment) in Harrisburg, PA. During that time, he worked 
with conservative members of the board to pass an increase teacher salary increase.   
 
Alan spoke with us about his positions and strongly believes that empowering teachers unions at all 
levels of education is vital to ensuring that we build strong professional educators and provide livable 
wages, especially when the cost of living far exceeds current salaries.  

Milo Schwab, Senate District 34 

Milo Schwab’s campaign did not fill out our survey and receives an incomplete grade. 
 

Colorado House 
 

Candidate Party HD# Website Grade 

Amy Beattie D 4 http://beatieforcolorado.co
m/  

Incomplete 

Ed Britt D 4 https://britt4co.com/  F 

Serena Gonzalez-Gutierrez D 4 http://serenaforcolorado.co
m/  

A+ 

Meghan Nutting D 5 https://www.meghannutting
.com/  

Incomplete 

Alex Valdez D 5 https://www.valdezforcolor
ado.com/  

Incomplete 

Nicky Yollick D 5 http://nicky4hd5.com/phon
e/index.html  

A- 

Emily Sirota D 9 https://www.emilyforcolora
do.com/  

A- 

Ashley Wheeland D 9 https://ashleyforcolorado.co
m/  

B+ 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
http://beatieforcolorado.com/
http://beatieforcolorado.com/
https://britt4co.com/
http://serenaforcolorado.com/
http://serenaforcolorado.com/
https://www.meghannutting.com/
https://www.meghannutting.com/
https://www.valdezforcolorado.com/
https://www.valdezforcolorado.com/
http://nicky4hd5.com/phone/index.html
http://nicky4hd5.com/phone/index.html
https://www.emilyforcolorado.com/
https://www.emilyforcolorado.com/
https://ashleyforcolorado.com/
https://ashleyforcolorado.com/
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Marc Snyder D 18 https://electmarcsnyder.co
m/  

B 

Terry Martinez D 18 https://www.martinezforcol
orado.org/  

Incomplete 

Frank Francone D 22 http://frankfranconeforstate
house.com/  

Incomplete 

Colin Larson D 22 https://www.colinforcolorad
o.com/home/  

Incomplete 

Monica Duran D 24 https://www.monicaduran.c
om/  

Incomplete 

Kris Teegardin D 24 https://www.kristeegardin.c
om/  

Incomplete 

Kim Netherton D 28 http://nethertonforcolorado
.com/  

Incomplete 

Kerry Tipper D 28 https://www.kerrytipper.co
m/  

Incomplete 

Kyle Mullica D 34 http://www.kylemullica.com
/  

Incomplete 

Jacque Phillips D 34  Incomplete 

Rochelle Galindo D 50 http://www.galindoforcolor
ado.com/  

Incomplete 

James Riesberg D 50  B- 

Phil Covarrubias R 56  Incomplete 

Rod Bockenfield R 56 http://www.bockenfeld.com
/about.asp  

Incomplete 

 

Amy Beattie, House District 4 

Amy Beattie’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
https://electmarcsnyder.com/
https://electmarcsnyder.com/
https://www.martinezforcolorado.org/
https://www.martinezforcolorado.org/
http://frankfranconeforstatehouse.com/
http://frankfranconeforstatehouse.com/
https://www.colinforcolorado.com/home/
https://www.colinforcolorado.com/home/
https://www.monicaduran.com/
https://www.monicaduran.com/
https://www.kristeegardin.com/
https://www.kristeegardin.com/
http://nethertonforcolorado.com/
http://nethertonforcolorado.com/
https://www.kerrytipper.com/
https://www.kerrytipper.com/
http://www.kylemullica.com/
http://www.kylemullica.com/
http://www.galindoforcolorado.com/
http://www.galindoforcolorado.com/
http://www.bockenfeld.com/about.asp
http://www.bockenfeld.com/about.asp
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Ed Britt, House District 4 

Ed Britt receives an F grade.  Mr. Britt did respond to our request to fill out the survey, but he admits 
that he has had no involvement in our schools. While we commend his commitment to teachers through 
improved mentorship, support and higher pay, we would hope that he would endorse policies that 
improve the climate of schools and better communities that would allow students to achieve to their 
highest potential. 

Serena Gonzalez-Gutierrez, House District 4 

Serena Gonzalez-Gutierrez receives an A+ grade.  Her role as the Director of the Denver Collaboration 
Partnership plays a vital role of providing services to students with mental health issues and other 
personal trauma in DPS demonstrates the importance of ensuring that all students, regardless of their 
circumstances, must have equitable access to high quality education opportunities.  She receives high 
marks for her comments that strong align with C4PEP’s mission and values of providing strong 
community-based schools that serve every child and their families: 

“Education is the foundation for strong families and strong communities - 
community resources for families and students need to be made more available 
at schools. I work with youth who don’t have healthy school and home 
environments, so I know first hand the impact that can have on the long-term 
success of our youth and promoting Parent-Teacher collaboration can help 
address challenges outside of the classroom.  
 
I believe in access to special needs resources, apprenticeship and technical school 
post-secondary programs, and adequate funding for public education (from pre-
school through higher education) to meet the needs and aspirations of all of our 
students - education, success, and productive lives comes in many forms. “ 

 

Meghan Nutting, House District 5 

Meghan Nutting’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Alex Valdez, House District 5 

Alex Valdez’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Nicky Yollick, House District 5 

Nicky Yollick receives an A- grade.  Nicky receives high marks for his ability to organize community leaders 
that work to improve our neighborhood schools through his work at the Public Education Action Team.  
Nicky also receives high marks for his position on campaign finance reform in school board races: 

 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
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I believe very strongly in the need for major campaign finance reform on all levels, and 
that includes placing a hard-side cap on donations to Colorado's school board director 
campaigns. 

Nicky has also made a concerted effort to reach out to C4PEP for guidance on education policy.  This 
level of initiative shows that Nicky is deeply interested in becoming a leader supporting our community 
schools. 

Emily Sirota, House District 9 

Emily receives an A- grade for her responses to our survey.  She ran for school board in 2011 and has 
been a strong advocate for public schools since: 

Strong public education is foundational for a functional democracy. The "ed reform" 
movement has steadily eroded the fabric of our communities with their privatization and 
charterization policies. These "reforms" disproportionately affect our low income 
communities and communities of color. 

Ashley Wheeland, House District 9 

Ashley receives a B+ grade for her responses to our survey.  We gave her high marks for her work as the 
Vice-Chair and Legislative Chair for the Women’s Lobby of Colorado advocating for health and 
reproductive care for low-income women.  We also gave high marks for her role as an attorney at the 
Disability Law Center in the complaint filed against the Douglas County School District’s voucher 
program.  

Mark Snyder, House District 18 

Mark receives a B for his responses on our survey. As city councilor and mayor for Manitou Springs, he 
worked closely with the D-14 school district staff and board in providing resources for SROs in schools.  

Recently, the City has provided $50,000 to D-14's Partners for Healthy Choices when the 
state grant expired. I also was a founder of our Restorative Justice program for both the 
District and the City, which has been very successful for both entities, especially in 
reducing youth recidivism. 

Terry Martinez, House District 18 

Terry Martinez’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Frank Francone, House District 22 

Frank Francone’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
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Colin Larson, House District 22 

Colin Larson’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Monica Duran, House District 24 

Monica Duran’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Kris Teegardin, House District 24 

Kris Teegardin’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Kim Netherton, House District 28 

Kim Netherton’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Kerry Tipper, House District 28 

Kerry Tipper’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 
 

Kyle Mullica, House District 34 

Kyle Mullica’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Jacque Phillips, House District 34 

Jacque Phillips’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Rochelle Golindo, House District 50 

Rochelle Golindo’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

James Riesberg, House District 50 

James Riesberg did fill out our survey, and receives a B- grade.  There is a deep level of experience of 
education in his family, including 5 years as a teacher himself.  His daughter was a special education 
teacher for 30 years.  His granddaughter has three years experience as a teacher as well.  He has served 
on the Thompson District Advisory Board. His track record as a State Representative shows that he does 
support public education.  Our primary concerns are primarily around his less-than-strong support for 
campaign finance reform for school boards as well as democratically elected school boards for both 
public and charter schools.  We look forward to hearing more from James if he passes through the 
primaries.  

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
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Phil Covarrubias, House District 56 

Phil Covarrubias’ campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 

Rod Bockenfield, House District 56 

Rod Bockenfield’s campaign did not fill out our survey, and receives an incomplete grade. 
 

Attorney General 
 

Candidate Party Website Grade 

Joseph Salazar D https://salazarforcoag.com/  Incomplete 

Phil Weiser D https://www.philforcolorado.co
m/  

B+ 

 

Joseph Salazar 

Joseph Salazar receives an A for his experience as a community activist and civil rights attorney.  Mr. 
Salazar has challenged local school boards such as regarding its privatization of our public school system 
through charter schools. He has brought bills to de-emphasize standardized test scores and voted 
against proposals to take millions of dollars away from our public neighborhood schools. From his 
response: 

“I have been following the studies and real world stories from educators and families 
suffering from a re-segregation of our public school system. All these experiences have 
formed my opinion as a state legislator. I also have directly experienced the awful effects 
of TABOR on our school finance system, resulting in disparities for special needs children 
and children of color.” 

Phil Weiser 

Phil Weiser filled out our survey and receives an B+ grade. He receives high marks for his response to 
how he sees his role as AG in our public education: 

“In Colorado, we need to invest in our public education system and, as Colorado's next 
AG, I will work hard to do just that.  This means working with the Governor and State 
Legislature to reform TABOR and Gallagher, enabling us to fund our public schools 
appropriately.  I will also oppose efforts, like that in Douglas County, to create public 
funding for private schools, particularly when they overwhelming fund parochial schools 
(and thus violate the First Amendment).  Finally, I will take student safety in public 

http://c4pep.org/
mailto:info@c4pep.org
https://salazarforcoag.com/
https://www.philforcolorado.com/
https://www.philforcolorado.com/
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schools extremely seriously, supporting the Safe2Tell program and working to advance 
gun safety measures.” 
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