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Growing Hazelnuts 
with the Birkemeiers

Story on Page 4
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MDQ\�JURZHUV�ZLOO� NQRZ� WKH�
%LUNHPHLHU� IDPLO\� DV� WKH�
VRXUFH�RI�WKHLU�QHZ�KD]HOQXW�

WUHHV�� KRZHYHU�� 5LFK� DQG� 1DQF\�
%LUNHPHLHU�ZHUH�JURZHUV�ORQJ�EHIRUH�
WKH\�JRW�LQWR�WKH�QXUVHU\�EXVLQHVV���,Q�
IDFW��1DQF\�VKDUHG�WKDW� LW�ZDV�VRUW�RI�
E\�DFFLGHQW�DQG�LQGXVWU\�GHPDQG�WKDW�
WKH\�PRYHG�IURP�QRW�RQO\�IDUPLQJ��EXW�
UDLVLQJ�WUHHV�IRU�RWKHU�JURZHUV�DV�ZHOO�

$V�PXOWL�JHQHUDWLRQDO�JURZHUV��WKH�
%LUNHPHLHU�IDPLO\�VWDUWHG�LQ�WKH�́ ÀOEHUWµ�
LQGXVWU\� PDQ\� \HDUV� DJR� ZLWK� 'LFN�
%LUNHPHLHU��5LFK·V�IDWKHU�RQ�IRXU�DFUHV�
RI�KD]HOQXWV���7KH\�HQMR\HG�ZKDW�WKH\�
ZHUH�GRLQJ�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�SXUFKDVH�
DQG�SODQW�PRUH�DFUHDJH��OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�
WRGD\�ZKHUH�WKH\�IDUP�DERXW�����DFUHV���
2YHU� WKH� \HDUV� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� YHU\�
LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� LQGXVWU\��5LFK�VHUYHG�
DV�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�1XW�6RFLHW\�LQ������
DQG�ZDV�KRQRUHG�DV�1XW�*URZHU�RI�WKH�
\HDU�LQ��������+H�KDV�DOVR�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�
+D]HOQXW�&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�

Growing Hazelnuts & Trees 
with the Birkemeier Family
Giving Back for the Yamhill Miracle
By Matthew Malcolm, Assistant Editor

´,Q�WKH�HDUO\���·V��ZH�ZHUH�DPRQJ�
WKH� ÀUVW� LQ� 2UHJRQ� WR� ÀQG� (DVWHUQ�
)LOEHUW�%OLJKW�LQ�RXU�(QQLV�RUFKDUGV�µ�
1DQF\�VKDUHG���%\�������WKH�EOLJKW�KDG�
VSUHDG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�LQGXVWU\��DQG�WKH�
WUHHV� FRQWLQXHG� WR� ORVH� SURGXFWLYLW\��
VR� WKH�%LUNHPHLHUV� WXUQHG� WR�2UHJRQ�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��268��IRU�KHOS���7KH\�
FRQVXOWHG� ZLWK� 6KDZQ�0HKOHQEDFKHU�
DQG� JRW� SHUPLVVLRQ� WR� SODQW� DQ� 268�
H[SHULPHQWDO� YDULHW\� �������� �ODWHU�
UHOHDVHG�DV�/HZLV��DQG�D�FRXSOH�RWKHUV�
DV� UHSODFHPHQW� WUHHV� RQ� WKHLU� EOLJKW�
VWULFNHQ�(QQLV�RUFKDUG���2EYLRXVO\�WKH�
QXPEHUV�ZHUHQ·W� WKHUH�� VR� WKH\�ZHUH�
FRPSHOOHG�WR�OHDUQ�WR�SURSDJDWH�WKHVH�
WUHHV�� � ,W� ZDV� D� WHDP� HIIRUW� DQG� WKH\�
DOO�EHFDPH�H[SHUWV�DW� LW�DIWHU�JUDIWLQJ�
VR�PDQ\� WUHHV�� �8QIRUWXQDWHO\��/HZLV�
SURYHG� WR� KDYH� RQO\� LQWHUPHGLDWH�
UHVLVWDQFH� WR� EOLJKW�� DQG� JRW� LQIHFWHG�
EHIRUH� LW� FRXOG� HYHQ�PDWXUH�� � ´,I� WKH�
EOLJKW� SUHVVXUH� LQ� RXU� RUFKDUG� KDGQ·W�
EHHQ� VR� RYHUZKHOPLQJ�� /HZLV�ZRXOG�

KDYH�SHUIRUPHG�EHWWHU�µ�5LFK�H[SODLQHG���
´/HZLV�MXVW�ZDV�QRW�VWURQJ�HQRXJK���:H�
JRW�SUHWW\�GHVSHUDWH�DQG�WXUQHG�DJDLQ�WR�
268�IRU�KHOS�µ

The Miracle of Yamhill
%\�WKH�ODWH�����V��2UHJRQ·V�KD]HOQXW�

LQGXVWU\�ZDV� LQ� D� VWDWH�RI� HPHUJHQF\�
GXH� WR� WKH� EOLJKW� LQIHVWDWLRQ�� � 6KDZQ�
0HKOHQEDFKHU�DW�268�KDG�PDQ\�QHZ�
H[SHULPHQWDO� EUHHGLQJ� OLQHV� WKH\� KDG�
EHHQ� UHVHDUFKLQJ� IRU� ���� \HDUV�� � ,Q�
WKH���V��WKH\�KDG�LGHQWLÀHG�DQ�REVFXUH�
SROOLQDWRU� YDULHW\� LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ� WKDW�
KDG� D� VLQJOH� GRPLQDQW� JHQH� NQRZQ�
DV� *DVDZD\� WKDW� SURYLGHG� EOLJKW�
UHVLVWDQFH��WKLV�LV�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�
LQ�DOO� WKH� UHFHQW�KD]HOQXW� UHOHDVHV� IRU�
EOLJKW� UHVLVWDQFH��� � 0HKOHQEDFKHU�
KDG� VRPH� SURPLVLQJ� YDULHWLHV� DQG�
WKH� LQGXVWU\� QHHGHG� WKHP� EDGO\�� EXW�
WKH\�KDG�QR�ZD\�RI�UHSURGXFLQJ�WKHP�
LQ� PDVV� TXDQWLWLHV�� � 7KH� +D]HOQXW�

(continued on page 6)
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For California Almonds

Let your voice be heard!
Now with over a million acres of almonds in 
California, supporting the Almond Alliance will 
maximize your investment in the industry—
strengthening the voice for California growers, 
hullers, shellers, and  processors.

1211 L St., Modesto, CA 95354  
209.300.7140  I  almondalliance.org

Formerly Almond Hullers 
and Processors Association 
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&RPPLVVLRQ� GHWHUPLQHG� WKDW� WKH\�
QHHGHG�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�PLFURSURSDJDWLQJ�
KD]HOQXW�WUHHV��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�KDG�QHYHU�
EHHQ�GRQH�EHIRUH���

5LFK�ZDV�VHUYLQJ�RQ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�
DW�WKH�WLPH�DQG�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�6KDZQ�LQ�
SLFNLQJ� RXW� WKH� IRXU� PRVW� SURPLVLQJ�
YDU LH W LHV � WR � H[SHU LPHQW � ZL WK�
PLFURSURSDJDWLRQ�� �7KH\� SLFNHG� IRXU�
RXW�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�QXPEHUHG�YDULHWLHV��
DQG�E\�WKH�\HDU�������PLFURSURSDJDWLRQ�
ZDV�SURYHQ�SRVVLEOH���5LFK�WKHQ�DVNHG�
6KDZQ�LI�KH�FRXOG�WDNH�RQH�RI�WKH�IRXU�
VHOHFWLRQV� WR� 1RUWK� $PHULFDQ� 3ODQWV�
WR�GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW�PLFURSURSDJDWLRQ�
FRXOG�EH�GRQH�RQ�D�FRPPHUFLDO�VFDOH���+H�
DJUHHG�DQG�WKH\�VLJQHG�D�PHPRUDQGXP�
RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG�JRW� WR�ZRUN�RQ�
YDULHW\� �������� � 7KH\� ERXJKW� WKH�
PLFURSURSDJDWHG�WUHHV��DQG�XVHG�WKHP�
WR�UDLVH�PRUH��DQG�WKLQJV�MXVW�WRRN�RII�
IURP�WKHUH�

´)LYH�\HDUV� ODWHU�� WKLV�YDULHW\�ZDV�
UHOHDVHG�DV�WKH�ZLQQHU�RI�LWV�DGYDQFHG�
VHOHFWLRQ�WULDO�DQG�QDPHG�DV�<DPKLOO�µ�
5LFK� VKDUHG�� � ´:LWK� LWV� UHVLVWDQFH� WR�
EOLJKW�� <DPKLOO� ZDV� WKH� PLUDFOH� WKDW�

VDYHG� XV� DW� VXFK� D� GHVSHUDWH� WLPH� LQ�
WKH�LQGXVWU\�µ

7KHUH� KDYH� VLQFH� EHHQ� PRUH�
YDULHWLHV� UHOHDVHG�
WKURXJK� DGYDQFHG�
VHOHFWLRQ�WULDOV��DQG�
DOO� RI� WKHP� KDYH�
EHHQ�YHU\�JRRG��EXW�
<DPKLOO�ZLOO�DOZD\V�
KDYH�D�VSHFLDO�SODFH�
LQ�5LFK·V�KHDUW���3OXV��
DOWKRXJK� <DPKLOO�
SURGXFHV� D� VPDOOHU�
QXW�� LW� LV� D� SUHWW\�
KRW� FRPPRGLW\� LQ�

WKH�JURZLQJ�NHUQHO�PDUNHW�ULJKW�QRZ�
'XH� WR� WKHLU� OHDUQHG� SURSDJDWLRQ�

VNLOOV� DW� VXFK� D� GHVSHUDWH� WLPH� LQ�
WKH� LQGXVWU\�� WKH� %LUNHPHLHUV� EHJDQ�
UDLVLQJ� QHZ� EOLJKW�UHVLVWDQW� WUHHV� IRU�
RWKHU�JURZHUV�DV�ZHOO��DQG�%LUNHPHLHU�
1XUVHU\� MXVW� QDWXUDOO\� FDPH� DERXW���
,Q� ������ WKH\� RIILFLDOO\� VHSDUDWHG�
WKH� QXUVHU\� IURP� WKHLU� RZQ� IDUPLQJ�
RSHUDWLRQV��IRUPLQJ�%LUNHPHLHU�1XUVHU\�
//&�

7KH\� DUH� VWLOO� ZRUNLQJ� IHYHULVKO\�
WRGD\� WR� PHHW� WKH� VWURQJ� LQGXVWU\�
GHPDQG� IRU� EOLJKW�UHVLVWDQW� WUHHV��

7KLV�RUFKDUG�ZDV�<DPKLOO�SODQWHG�RQ���[���VSDFLQJ��GRXEOH�KLJK�GHQVLW\�SODQWLQJ����́ :H�
planted this way to get an earlier return, which we really needed at the time.  When we 
got to the point when they were really crowding and shading each other, we decided to 
cut every other tree down and harvest new trees off of the stump to sell and meet the 
growing demand for Yamhill.  Fortunately, Yamhill was not a patented variety, so we 
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�GR�WKLV�DQG�KHOS�VXSSO\�WKH�LQGXVWU\�ZLWK�WKLV�PXFK�QHHGHG�EOLJKW�UHVLVWDQW�
variety.” – Nancy Birkemeier

Yamhill produces a smaller nut and has more horizontal growth 
KDELWV��EXW� LW� LV�YHU\�GHVLUDEOH� IRU� LWV� VWURQJ�UHVLVWDQFH� WR�À�OEHUW�
blight.

Birkemeiers
(continued from page 4)

(continued on page 8)
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Visit marronebio.com to defend your crops.

3ODQWLQJ�7UHHV�DV�)DVW�DV�D�6SUHDGLQJ�:LOGÀUH
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�IDPLO\�

IDUP�DQG�QXUVHU\��/RUHQ�%LUNHPHLHU�UXQV�
D�FXVWRP�SODQWLQJ�EXVLQHVV�WKDW�KH·V�EHHQ�
GRLQJ�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�QRZ���:LWK�WKH�
JUHDW� GHPDQG� IRU� UHSODQWLQJ� KD]HOQXW�
RUFKDUGV��/RUHQ�OHDGV�D�FUHZ�RI�VL[�LQ�
FXVWRP� SODQWLQJ� RUFKDUGV� DOO� RYHU� WKH�
YDOOH\���7KH\·YH�JRW�LW�GRZQ�WR�D�VFLHQFH�
QRZ�DQG�SODQW�������²�������WUHHV�SHU�
GD\���7KH�PRVW�VWUHQXRXV�SDUW�DERXW�LW�LV�
SUREDEO\�GLJJLQJ�WKH�KROHV��EXW�/RUHQ�
KDV�D�JUHDW�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�IRUHVW�ÀUH�
VHUYLFH�WKURXJK�KLV�FRXVLQ�'DQ��ZKLFK�
SURYLGH�VRPH�JUHDW�VHDVRQDO�KHOS���:KHQ�
ZLOGÀUH�VHDVRQ�HQGV�DQG�WKHVH�VWURQJ��ÀW�
ÀUHÀJKWHUV�DUH�RXW�RI�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�IDOO��
SODQWLQJ� VHDVRQ� EHJLQV�� � ´7KHVH� ÀUH�
ÀJKWHUV�DUH�UHDOO\� WRXJK�JX\V�WKDW�FDQ�
JHQHUDWH�������²�������KROHV�HDFK�LQ�DQ�
HLJKW�KRXU�SHULRG�µ�/RUHQ�VKDUHG���´,W·V�
JUHDW�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��EHFDXVH�WKH\�
DUH�DOVR�YHU\�UHVSRQVLYH�DQG�GLVFLSOLQHG���
$QG�ZKHQ�WKH�SODQWLQJ�VHDVRQ�LV�ÀQLVKHG��
WKH\�DUH�RII�DJDLQ�WR�ÀJKW�ÀUHV�VRPHZKHUH�
DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�µ

5HYLHZLQJ� WKH� SODQWLQJ� SURFHVV��
/RUHQ� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� JURZHUV� VKRXOG�
VWDUW� E\� SUHSDULQJ� WKH� JURXQG� DQG�
PDNLQJ� VXUH� LW� LV� OHYHO�� � ,W� LV� PXFK�
HDVLHU�WR�OHYHO�WKH�JURXQG�EHIRUH�ZKHQ�
WKHUH·V�QRWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZD\���2QFH�LW�LV�
OHYHO��VRPHRQH�FRPHV�LQ�ZLWK�D�VFULEH�
OLQH�XVLQJ�D�*36� WR�PDUN� WKH�JURXQG�
GLUHFWLQJ�ZKHUH�WR�SODQW�HDFK�WUHH���´,�
OLNH�WR�VWDUW�E\�VSUD\LQJ�WKH�DUHDV�ZKHUH�
ZH�ZLOO�SODQW�ZLWK�URXQGXS�LQ�D�����IW��
EDQG�µ�KH�DGGHG���´$IWHU�WKH�KHUELFLGH�
KDV� WDNHQ� LWV�FRXUVH��ZH�JR� LQ� WR�ÁDJ�
WKH� SROOHQL]HUV�� � 268� W\SLFDOO\� ZLOO�
UHFRPPHQG�WKUHH�YDULHWLHV�RI�SROOHQ�WR�
PHHW�WKH�RUFKDUG·V�QHHGV�µ

/RUHQ� SUHIHUV� XVLQJ� DQ� DXJHU� IRU�
GLJJLQJ� WKH� WUHH� KROHV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� D�
VKRYHO��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�PXFK�IDVWHU���+H�
HVWLPDWHV� WKDW�ZLWK�D�VKRYHO� WKH\�FDQ�
GLJ� ���� KROHV�GD\� SHU� HDFK�� ZKHUHDV�
ZLWK�DQ�DXJHU��WKH\�FDQ�GULOO�����������
KROHV�GD\���)RU�JURZHUV�WKDW�SODQW�WKHLU�
RZQ�WUHHV��KH�UHFRPPHQGV�PDNLQJ�VXUH�
WKDW�URRWV�DUH�ORRVH�DQG�IDFLQJ�GRZQ��VR�

WKH\�GRQ·W�́ WHD�FXSµ��KLWWLQJ�WKH�ERWWRP�
RI�WKH�KROH�DQG�GHÁHFWLQJ�EDFN�WRZDUGV�
WKH�VN\����:KHQ�ÀOOLQJ�WKH�KROH�DURXQG�
WKH�SODQW��LW�LV�JRRG�WR�SHDN�XS�WKH�VRLO�
DERXW�DQ�LQFK�RU�WZR�WDOOHU�WKDQ�JURXQG�
OHYHO�EHFDXVH�WKH�VRLO�ZLOO�VHWWOH�GRZQ���
$IWHU�SODQWLQJ��/RUHQ�DQG�KLV�FUHZ�WRS�
HDFK�WUHH�GRZQ�WR����LQFKHV��OHDYLQJ�D�
XQLIRUP�ZKLS�DFURVV�WKH�HQWLUH�RUFKDUG���
´7KH�IRXU�EXGV�EHORZ�ZLOO�GHYHORS�LQWR�
\RXU�IXWXUH�VFDIIROGV�µ�KH�VDLG���´7KH�
ODVW�VWHS�ZRXOG�EH�WR�SODFH�D�WZR�LQFK�
PXOFK�PHGLD�DURXQG�WKH�EDVH�RI�HDFK�
WUHH� DERXW� WKH� VL]H� RI� D� ODUJH� SL]]D���
7KDW�KHOSV�ZLWK�PRLVWXUH�UHWHQWLRQ�DQG�
PD\� DLG� LQ� SUH�ZDUPLQJ� WKH� JURXQG�
DV�WKH�VSULQJ�VXQ�KLWV�WKH�GDUN�PHGLD��
LQLWLDWLQJ� URRW�JURZWK�µ� �7KHQ� LW�JRHV�
EDFN�WR�RUFKDUG�PDQDJHPHQW�SUDFWLFHV��
EXW�LW�LV�JRRG�WR�NHHS�WKH�ZHHGV�GRZQ��
HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�IHZ�\HDUV�ZKLOH�
WKH�WUHHV�JHW�HVWDEOLVKHG�

/RUHQ�HQMR\V�SODQWLQJ�QHZ�RUFKDUGV�
DQG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LW�EULQJV��PHHWLQJ�
DQG�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�JURZHUV�DOO�DURXQG�
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VXFK�DV�<DPKLOO��-HIIHUVRQ��:HSVWHU�	�
0F'RQDOG�� � /LNH� RWKHU� JURZHUV�� WKH�
%LUNHPHLHUV�DUH�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
SKDVLQJ�RXW�WKHLU�ROGHU�EOLJKW�LQIHVWHG�
YDULHWLHV� ZLWK� WKH� QHZ� SODQWLQJV���
´+DYLQJ�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�EOLJKW�IRU�����
\HDUV��,�KDYH�D�YHU\�ORZ�WROHUDQFH�IRU�
LW�RQ�WKH�IDUP�DQG�ZH·UH�ZRUNLQJ�WR�JHW�
ULG�RI�LW�DV�IDVW�DV�ZH�FDQ�µ�5LFK�VDLG�

Giving Back
7KH�%LUNHPHLHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�

FORVHO\� ZLWK� 6KDZQ� DQG� WKH� VWDII� DW�
268��DQG�VWLOO�KDYH�H[SHULPHQWDO�SORWV�
ZLWK�UHVHDUFK�EHLQJ�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�WKHLU�
IDUP�WKDW�JURZHUV�RIWHQ�FRPH�WR�FKHFN�
RXW���7KH\�DUH�YHU\�RSHQ�DERXW�ZRUNLQJ�
WRJHWKHU� DQG� VKDULQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
H[SHULHQFHV� �ERWK� WKH� VXFFHVVHV� DQG�
IDLOXUHV��WR�IXUWKHU�WKH�LQGXVWU\�

7KH�%LUNHPHLHUV�ZHUH�VR�JUDWHIXO�IRU�
268�KHOSLQJ�WKHP�RXW�DW�VXFK�D�FULWLFDO�
WLPH�RI�QHHG��WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�À�QG�D�ZD\�
WR�JLYH�EDFN���%HFDXVH�<DPKLOO�ZDV�QRW�
D�SDWHQWHG�YDULHW\� DQG� WKH\�EHQHÀ�WHG�
VR�PXFK�IURP�LW��WKH\�GHFLGHG�VHYHUDO�
\HDUV�DJR�WR�WDNH����FHQWV�SHU�WUHH�WKDW�

Rich & Nancy Birkemeier started out as growers, but began their nursery out of necessity 
to propagate new varieties resistant to Eastern Filbert Blight.

The California walnuts’ international markets 
include USA, Spain, Germany, UK, Turkey, 
Japan, China, South Korea, and India

INTERNATIONAL MARKET U.S. MARKET

$1.19 BILLION 2 $764 MILLION 2

Marketing programs have and will 
continue to be a key driver in building 
consumer demand for walnuts. 
Currently, marketing programs in the 
U.S. and eight export countries aim to 
expand distribution and raise 
consumption by communicating the 
distinctive quality, taste, versatility, and 
health benefits of California walnuts. 
The Industry, growers, handlers, and 
the Board and Commission, have made 
great strides by working together. 
Together we will continue our 
commitment to building demand in an 
ever-expanding global market.

Walnuts are California’s 4th leading 
export commodity1 

The global market for California 
walnuts spans the U.S. and 8 
export countries

Since 1995, California 
walnut exports have 
increased 700%

Source:  1 CDFA Agricultural Statistics. 2 Estimated wholesale value. walnuts.org
Per one ounce serving. 

THROUGH GL    BAL MARKETING
BUILDING DEMAND
C a l i f o r n i a  Wa l n u t s

THROUGH GL   THROUGH GL   

86k
TONS

385k
TONS

1995 2015

YEAR TOTAL
232 tons

YEAR TOTAL
602 tons

EXPORTS

EXPORTS

&:&�+����(�*OREDO�0NWB8.25x11_PNP.pdf   1   4/7/17   5:23 PM

Coming to Turlock
November 7, 2017

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds

Mark Your Calendar!

An event for Almond, Walnut, 
Tree Fruit & Wine Grape Growers, 
Since 1997

Call 559-298-6020 for Exhibit or Sponsor Info
www.agexpo.biz

Expo Sponsors...

JHWV�SXUFKDVHG�IURP�WKHP��DQG�VHQGLQJ�
LW� DOO� EDFN� WR� WKH� 268�$J� 5HVHDUFK�
)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�6KDZQ�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�
SURJUDP�� � ,W·V� QLFH� WRR� EHFDXVH� WKHLU�
FOLHQWV�JHW�D����FHQW�WUHH�WD[�GHGXFWLEOH�
GRQDWLRQ�FODLP�IURP�LW���7KH\�GR�WKH�VDPH�
WKLQJ�ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�VHOO�WKHLU�-HIIHUVRQ�
YDULHW\�� �:LWK� WKH� VWURQJ� GHPDQG� IRU�
-HIIHUVRQ�DQG�<DPKLOO��LW�DGGHG�XS�WR�D�
ORW�RI�PRQH\�IRU�WKH�KD]HOQXW�EUHHGLQJ�
SURJUDP�ODVW�\HDU�

The Next Generation
5LFK�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�GULYLQJ�IRUFH�RI�

WKH�EXVLQHVV�DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV��DQG�KLV�ZLIH�
1DQF\�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�ULJKW�EHVLGH�KLP���
:KLOH�KH·V�RXW�LQ�WKH�À�HOG�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�
KDUYHVW��VKH�PDQDJHV�WKH�RIÀ�FH�DQG�WDNHV�
FDUH� RI� WKH� SDSHUZRUN�� DOWKRXJK� WKDW�
GRHVQ·W�NHHS�KHU�IURP�FRPLQJ�RXW�WR�KHOS�
ZLWK�WKH�SURSDJDWLQJ�DQG�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�
\RXQJ�WUHHV�IURP�WKH�GHHU�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�
À�QG�WKHLU�ZD\�LQWR�WKH�QXUVHU\�

5LFK�DQG�1DQF\�DOVR�HQMR\�ERDWLQJ��
FUDEELQJ�DQG�VKULPSLQJ��VR�WKH\�WU\�DQG�
JHW�DZD\�HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�IRU�VRPH�
IXQ���)RUWXQDWHO\��WKH\·YH�JRW�TXLWH�WKH�
UHWLUHPHQW�SODQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�NLGV�EHJLQQLQJ�

Birkemeiers
(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 42)
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WR�WDNH�WKH�UHLJQV���́ 2XU�¶QXWV·�GRQ·W�IDOO�
IDU�IURP�WKH�WUHH�µ�1DQF\�VKDUHG���´:H�
KDYH� WKUHH� FKLOGUHQ� ZKR� DUH� GHHSO\�
LQYROYHG�LQ�RXU�IDUP�DQG�WKH�KD]HOQXW�
LQGXVWU\�µ

7KHLU�VRQV��$DURQ��/RUHQ�DQG�7LP�
1HZNLUN��LQ�ODZ��GR�D�JUHDW�MRE�WDNLQJ�
FDUH� RI� GD\�WR�GD\� RSHUDWLRQV�� DQG�
WKHLU�QHSKHZ�'DQ�1HOVRQ��MRLQHG�WKHP�
D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR�� �7LP�LV�DOVR�JHQHUDO�
PDQDJHU� RI� :LOODPHWWH� +D]HOQXW�
*URZHUV� SURFHVVLQJ� IDFLOLW\�� DQG�
GDXJKWHU�LQ�ODZ�� -XOLDQD� %LUNHPHLHU�
ZRUNV�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�1DQF\���7KH\�HDFK�
KDYH� WKHLU� LQGLYLGXDO� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��
EXW�OLNH�DQ\�IDPLO\�EXVLQHVV��LW�LV�D�WHDP�
HIIRUW�DQG� WKH\� WDNH�FDUH�RI�ZKDWHYHU�
QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH�

Plant Early!
7KH�%LUNHPHLHUV� KDYH� WKH� XQLTXH�

SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�EHLQJ�ERWK�JURZHUV�DQG�
QXUVHU\PHQ���)URP�ERWK�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ��
WKH\�HQFRXUDJH�JURZHUV�WR�SODQW�DV�HDUO\�
DV�SRVVLEOH���3ODQWLQJ�LV�EHVW�GRQH�LQ�WKH�
IDOO�DIWHU�KDUYHVW���´1RYHPEHU�LV�EHVW�µ�
VKDUHG�5LFK���´7KH�ZHDWKHU�LV�XVXDOO\�
EHWWHU�WKHQ��DQG�LW�JLYHV�WKH�WUHHV�D�OLWWOH�
PRUH�WLPH�WR�JHW�HVWDEOLVKHG�RYHU�WKH�
ZLQWHU�� VR� WKH\� WDNH� RII� EHWWHU� LQ� WKH�
VSULQJ���,Q�WKH�SDVW��QXUVHU\PHQ�GLGQ·W�
GLJ�XQWLO�'HFHPEHU�RU�-DQXDU\��DQG�WKHQ�
WKH�WUHHV�ZHUHQ·W�SODQWHG�XQWLO�WKH�VSULQJ���
:H�KDYH�IRXQG�WKH\�DFWXDOO\�GR�EHWWHU�

LI�WKH\�FDQ�EH�SODQWHG�LQ�WKH�IDOO��SULRU�
WR� WKH�GLVWUDFWLRQ�RI� WKH�KROLGD\V�DQG�
UDLQ\�IUHH]LQJ�ZHDWKHU�WKDW�IROORZV�µ

´,� GR� D� ORW� RI� FXVWRP� SODQWLQJ�
IRU� JURZHUV�� DQG� ZHDWKHU� GLFWDWHV�
HYHU\WKLQJ�µ�/RUHQ�%LUNHPHLHU�VKDUHG���
´3HRSOH� WHQG� WR� ZDLW� WRR� ORQJ� DQG�
SURFUDVWLQDWH�XQWLO�WKH�VDPH�IHZ�VXQQ\�
GD\V�RI�HDUO\�VSULQJ�WR�SODQW���:H�FDQ·W�
SODQW�DOO�WKHLU�RUFKDUGV�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��
DQG�ZKDW�LI�WKRVH�VXQQ\�GD\V�GRQ·W�FRPH�
XQWLO� ODWHU� LQ� WKH� VSULQJ"µ� � 6XFK�ZDV�
WKH�FDVH� WKLV�\HDU�ZLWK�DOO� WKH�VWRUP\�
ZHDWKHU���6RPH�JURZHUV�SODQWHG�LQ�$SULO�
WKLV�\HDU��EXW�WKDW�LV�MXVW�WRR�ODWH�LQ�WKH�

VHDVRQ�DQG�ZLOO�IROORZ�ZLWK�LVVXHV��VXFK�
DV�GHOD\HG�EXGEUHDN����7KHUH�UHDOO\�ZDV�
RQO\� WZR� JRRG� ZHHNV� LQ� 1RYHPEHU�
ODVW�\HDU�WR�SODQW��DQG�WKHQ�WKH�ZHDWKHU�
SUHWW\�PXFK�PDGH�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�
UHVW�RI�WKH�ZLQWHU���:LWK�WKH�GHHS�IUHH]H�
WKH\�H[SHULHQFHG�ODVW�ZLQWHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�
ZHHNV� WKDW� WKH� %LUNHPHLHUV� FRXOGQ·W�
HYHQ�SURYLGH�WUHHV�WR�JURZHUV�EHFDXVH�
DOO�WKH�WUHHV�WKH\�KDG�ER[HG�LQ�VDZGXVW�
ZHUH�IUR]HQ�VROLG���7KH�WUHHV�ZHUH�VWLOO�
JRRG� DQG� SURWHFWHG�� WKH\� ZHUH� MXVW�
LQDFFHVVLEOH�� �6R�LI� WKHUH�LV�RQH�WKLQJ�
WKDW�JURZHUV�FDQ�GR�EHWWHU�WKLV�\HDU��LW�
LV�SODQWLQJ�HDUO\�

Rising generation hazelnut growers Dan Nelson & Loren Birkemeier

1HZ�KD]HOQXW�WUHHV�MXVW�EHIRUH�WKH\�ZHUH�SODQWHG�ODVW�ZLQWHU�LQ�WKH�%LUNHPHLHUV·�RUFKDUG���´,I�,�GRQ·W�SXOO�WKHP�RXW�RI�WKH�QXUVHU\��
WKH\·OO�EH�VROG���,�KDYH�WR�VHW�DVLGH�WKHVH�WUHHV�WR�UHSODFH�RXU�ROGHU�YDULHWLHV�RQ�WKH�IDUP�µ�²�5LFK�%LUNHPHLHU

PNP

Birkemeiers
(continued from page 8)


